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BOOK V. 



CHAP, 



Account of Peter III.^Appoiiited grtat-duke by Elizabeth.—' 
Erpoufes the princefs of Anhalt ZerM.— Difcon tented —Refides 
at Oianleabaum. — Conltrufls a fortrefs. — Difciplines tbe gani- 
fcn.— Intrigues to exclude himfrom the fucceflian>-Defeated. — 
Death of Eliiaheth. — Acceflion of Peter. — His rage for refomui- 
tioo. — Irritates the clergy, army, and nobles. — Enthufiallic admi- 
ration of the king of Pruffii. — Inconfiftent behaviour to his con- 
fort Catharine.— <Her great abilities, prudent condufl, and popu- 
larity, — In danger of being arrefted. — Heads a party. — Meetings 
of the infurgentsrv-lnfatuation of Peter.— Catharine efcape* 
from Peterhof.^Harangues the guards. — Afcenda the throne.— 
HermanifeAo. — Advances againtt the emperor. — His arrival at 
Peterhof. — Defpondency and irrefolution, — Sails to Cronftadt.— 
la refufed admittance. — Retires to Oranienbaum. — ReGgns hiiu- 
felf into the hands of tlie emprcfa.— Signs l)is abdication, ia con- 
veyed a prifoner to Robfcba, and diet. — His bodylaidinftateand 
interred.— X^eniiy of the emprefs to his adherents. 

THE revolution «f 1741 placed Elizabeth, 
daughter of Peter the Great, on the throne 
vot. m. B of 



2. TRAV.ELS IX ^ U S S I A. B. 5. 

of Euflia. In the following year the emprefs 
nominated Charles Pet^r Ulric, ,fon of Charles 
Frederic duke of Holftein Gottorp, by Anne, her 
fifter, fucceflbr to ;the crown. Having embraced 
the Greek religion, he was appointed great-duke 
of Ruffia, with the accuftomed formalities, and 
affumed the name of Peter Feodorovitch. In 
1745' he efpoufed Sophia Augufta, daughter of 
Chriftian Auguftus, ' prince of Anhalt Zerbft, 
vho, being re-baptized according to jthe rites 
of the Greek . church, was called Catharjine 
Alexiefna. She was born *i» 1729, and was 
fixteen years of age at the time of her marri- 
age. Their only iiTue were the great-duke Paul, 
bprn ]754; and Anne, who was born in 1757, 
and died in 1761. . 

•During the firft years of 'their marriage the 
moft perfe6l union fubfifted between them, which 
was at length fucceeded by mutual averfion an<d 
difguli. Peter, whofe mind was warped by a 
bad education, and who was purpofely eftranged 
from political affairs, was held by Elizabeth in. 

♦ Catharine was born at Stettin, where her father, who was in the 
Pruilian fervice, refided as governor, and was educated with great 
attention under the care of her mother, who was daughter of Chrif- 
tian Auguftus, prince biflioji of Lubeck. A lady who knew her 
before her marriage, defcribed her to me as extremely beautiful, 
accomplished, and amiable, and added, that (he exprelfed great re- 
pugnance to go into Kuilla ; flie even burft into tears, and declared 
that fhe would rather marry a count in Germany than the great- 
duke. 

a (late 
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a ftate of dependence : a prey to idlenefs, and 
without the power of amufing himfelf with ra-» 
tional occupations of literature, he devoted him-r 
felf to the moft trifling purfuits, or to the loweft 
gratifications. He was perpetually befet with 
fpies, who made unfavourable reports of his con- 
dudl to the emprefs, ever fufpicious of his in*- 
tentions, and conftantly alarmed with the dread ' 
of a revolution fimilar to that which had placed 
her upon the throne * , At Peterfburgh he 
had apartments in the imperial palaci^, and 
lived more in the ftyle of a ftat^ prifoner, 
than of a fucceflbr to the crown, When the 
emprefs removed to Peterhof, he refided at hi$ 
favourite palace of Oranienbaum; where he 
amufed himfelf in training his fervants to mi« 
Jitary exercifes. The emprefs, confidering this 
employment as likely to dr^w his f^ttentiou 
from political intrigues, ordered a corps of fol-r 
diers to b^ draughted from feveral regiments, 

♦ The horrors of mind which tlizabeth faffcre4 from appre^ 
}ien£oQs of this kin4 are fcarcely to be credited. Had I not re- 
ceived the following ancp dote from the beft authority I fhoiild not 
iniert it. Befides conftant watches and guards about her apart- 
ment, a perfon, who w^ originally a taylor, and in whom ihe re- 
pofed the moft perfedt confidence, ufually remained at the foo( 
of her bed while (he was afleep. He occupied this extraordinary 
poffc two-and-twenty years, and at her dt^th was grati&d with a 

9 8 ian4 
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and to be quartjered at Oranienbaum under hi« 
command. 

Peter, ardent in purfuit of his new occupa- 
tion, formed in the garden a fortrefs in minia- 
ture, a few feet fquare, from which he ftudied 
praftical fortification. Pleafed with, this . firft 
effay, he caufed a laiger and more regular for- 
'^refs to be conftrufted near the palace : within 
was a brick building, called the governor's 
houfe, wooden habitations for the principal of- 
ficers, and barracks capable of containing 150O 
(oldiers. Every thing wore a mjlitial' appear- 
ance*: the hours of morning and evening pa- 
rade were marked by the firing of cannon, a I'e- 
gular guard was ftationed, the troops were dref^ 
fed in the German uniform, and taught, under 

♦ It IS fingular to obferve the confonnity in the manners, figure, ^ 
and purfuits of the emperor Peter and his fon Paul* The lively 
portrait which Rulhiere drew of Peter, equally refembled Paul. 
** Une forte de manie. militaire fe re|)^dait fur toute fa vie; fa 
figure naturellement ridicule, le devenait beaucoup plus fbus un 
habillement dvk il avait outre la raaniere pru^enne. Les guetret 
qu'il portait toujours etoient fi ferrces qu'clles lui otaient le mOuve- 
ment des genoux, et Tobligeaient a s'afTeoir et . a marcher tout 
d'une piece. Un vafte chapeau bizarrement retroufK, couvrant un 
petit vifage laid et malin, d^ne phyfiognomie affez vive; il fe plai- 
fait a fe defigurer encore par dfi perpetuelles grimaces, dont il s'etait 
fait un amufement. Soii efprit n'etait cepcndant fans quelque vi- 
vacite, et on reconnaifaiten lui un talent ailesmarqul pour la bouf- 
fonncrie/' R«lhiere Anecdotes fur la Revolution de Ruilie, 
p. l8, 19. 

" ' ^^ his 
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his dire6Hon, Ihe Pruffian exercife. This houfe 
in the fortrefs was the principal fcene of his con- 
vivial entertainments^ there, when not employed 
in exercifirig his troops, or iffuing military or- 
ders, he paffed his time in drinking and fmoking 
with the officers, and generally puflied the 
pleafures of the table to an excefe of intoxica- 
tion. 
< 

Impatient of conftraint, he occafionally broke 
into open and bitter inve^ives againft the em- 
prefs ; he often declared that he was called into 
Ruffia to be confined like a Hate prifoner, fre- 
quently expreffed a defire to return into Hx)l- 
ftein, and founded hi3 only hopes of comfort on 
the death of Elizabeth. Thefe expreffions, al- 
ways carried to the emprefs, and either wantonly 
exaggerated, or malignantly interpreted, made 
fuch an impreffion on that princefs, that flie was 
nearly induced, by the chancellor Beftuchef, to 
excliule him from. the fucceffion, aijd declare 
Paul her heir, and Cathaiine regent, In pg-fe of 9. 
minority. Beftuchef reprefented to the pmprefs, 
that Peter had proved hiitifelf unworthy of the 
crown, by openly exprejSSpg contempt for the 
Ruffians, and placing his whole confidence in 
foreigners ;. that he was guilty of the bafeft in- 
gratitude to her, and that ilie would confer a 
fignal fervice on her fubjeds, by excluding ^ 
j)erfon fo difqualified for direfling jthe r^eins of 

B 3 . . empire. 
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Cfapii-e. Elizabeth, won by th'efe arguments, 
and alanhed with the apprehenfions of a confpi- 
facy faid to be forming againft her perfon, al- 
moft confented to the propofal ; but, o^ delibe- 
rate refleftion, perfevered in her former appoint- 
ment of Peter, and Beftuchef*wa3 difgraced. 

. Such 

^ 6f ail tli« princi{>al nobles difgraced by Elizabeth, fielhichef 
alone was not recalled to court by Peter ; a ftrong proof of his in- 
trigues againft that prince^ who, with all his weaknefs, Was of ^ 
temper exceedingly humane and forgiving. He was recalled at th« 
bcceffion of Catharine. 

It appears froM fome of Mr. Keith^s difpdtches to Lord Holder- 
Aefle, that Beftuclief was difgraced by the intrigues of the French 
|>arty, and that h^ was fufpedbed of caballing in favour of the 
jg^reat-duchefs. Two extra6ls from thctk difpatches will, fenre to 
Ihew her nielancboly jlituation, and the prevalence of thefe fufpi- 
cibns., 

** The poor grand-duchefs is ftill in difbefs ; but it Is thought a' 
Reconciliation, an apparent one at leaft, will (bon be brought about 
between theemprefs and her j and as a forerunner of it, count Petef 
Schuwallow aflfured her the other day, fh)m her Majeily, that no- 
thing fevert ihould happen to any of the prifoners. I believe this 
is true, as I know, by another channel, tkat the emprefs does not 
intend to confiJcate the ch^ndell6r*s eftate, and it is even iaid^ 
that her majefty is uneafy about what has already happened to 
f liim, as nothing of confsquence has yet appeared againft him. 

** Count Poniatowlki is involved in the late intrigues^ and it il 
thought he will not remain long at this court. 

« Pcterfburgh, March i^/so, 1758. Private and Secret,** 

^ As to the gre^t^ducWs,(hehas been all along in great diftrefss 
ill with the emprefs, and ftiil worfe with the grand-duke> (he re-* 
ceived the other day a very fenfible mortification; one of her fa- 
vourite bed-chamber women having bet n tatkea from her> and put 
7 Undef 
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Such was the fituation of the court, when Eliza- 
beth died on the 25th of December 176K 

Peter affumed the reigns of government, with 
all the joy of a perfon enlarged from a long con- 
finement ; he releafed the principal (late prifon^ 
ers, particularly Biron, duke of Courland, mar- 

, under arreft. This, as I hear, dccafioned an interview between the 
emprefs and the duchefs about four days ago, in which, after fome 
fharp reproofs on one fide, and warm expoftulations on the other, 
her Imperial highnefs fell at the emprefs's feet, and told her that 
fince ihe had been fo unfortunate as to incur her majefty's difplea- 
fure, though innocently, and had thereby drawn upon herfelf fo 
many, and fuch feniible mortifications, as, joined to family quarrels, 
made her life a burthen to her, fi^e had but one favour to a|k her, 
namely, that her majefty would allow her to retire out of RufTia, 
and to pafs the reft of her time with her motlier, afluring the em- 
prefs, at the fame time, that if her majefty fliould think it for the 
intereft of her empire, that the great-duke ihould take another< 
wife, neither fiie nor any of her family would make the ftnalleft ob- 
jeftion to it. The emprefs, they fay, was greatly affefted wi^h this 
difcourfe, and talked w^th much more foftnefs than before to the 
grand-duchefs, entering into ftveral particulars with a greater air of 
kindnefs than fiie had done for a long while paft: and when in the 
converiation her Imperial highnefs was beginning to touch upon 
fome things relating to the grand -duke's unkindnefs, (who was 
preient all the while) the emprefs made her a fign to hold her 
tongue, and in a low voice told her» that (he muft have another con- 
verfation with jici* alone, and that it fhould be veryfoon. It wa$ 
thought Wednefday kft was the day appointed for it, ,as her n^a-i 
jefty, whofe heart is at bottom both good and tender, was to take 
the lacrament the next day. It is hoped a reconciliation may have 
been the confequence of that meeting i and certainly the generality 
of people wifh it very fincerely, the great-duchefs haying many 
frieftds amongft thofe of the firft rank, 

« St. Peterfcurgh, April 7/ag, 175?. Secret.'* 

B 4 flial 
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flial Munich * , and Leftof f , and in all ftate 
affairs condufted himfelf on political princi- 
ples diametrically oppofite to thofe jyf the late 
cmprefs. 

Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe, was, in 
conjunftion with the courts of Vienna and Paris, 
engaged in a war with the king of Pruffia, which 
promifed a fpeedy and glorious termination. 
The refources of Frederick were nearly exhauft- 
ed ; and, notwithftanding his vigorous and fuc- 
cefsful oppojfition, he Teemed on the point of be- 
ing overwhelmed by the number and perfever- 
ance of his enemies. But Peter no fooner af- 
cended the throne, than, facrificing every other 
conlideration to his extravagant enthufiafm for 
the charafter of the Pruffian monarch, he dif- 
patched an envoy to Berlin, to propofe an im- 
mediate reconciliation^ to which Frederick ac- 
ceded, and a fufpenfion of hoftilities was foon 
concluded. Peter 4-ecalled his troops from the 
Auftrian army, and in a fliort interval fent a re- 
inforcement of 20,000 men to his favourite hero. 
^ Thus, within the fpace only of a few months, 



•*Foran account of Biron, fee book v. c. ix. and ofmarihal 
Munich the next chapter. 

f Leftof was a fui^eon; by birth a Germans he was a parti fan 
of Elizabeth, and affifted her in planning the^'revolution of 1742. 
But that ungrateful princefs forgot this favour} and, becaufe Lef- 
tof became haughty and impertinent, banilhcd and detained him in 
priibn until fhe died. 1 ^ 

Ruffian 
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Ruffian forces joined tibe Pruffian army, in order 
to drive from Silefia thofe very Auftrians who 
had been brought into that province by the 
Ruffian arms. 

Having gratified his inclination without con- 
fulting his allies, or the honour of his empire, he 
aimed at recovering his paternal inheritance, the 
duchy of Slefvick ; and did not hefitate to in- 
volve his fubjefts in- an expenfi ve war with Den- 
mark, on account of claims conlidered by many 
as ill-founded and chimerical. Peter, as duke 
of Holftein, formed pretenfions to that duchy, 
although ceded by a treaty in 1732: and at the 
conclufion of the peace with the king of Pruffia^ 
ordered an army to march into Holftein, which 
he purpofed to command in perfon- 

With relrpeft to the interior adminiftration of 
affairs, the emperor turned his attention to re- 
form his kingdom ; and envy muft allow, that, 
notwithftanding his precipitancy and impru- 
dence, Ruffia dates feveral ufeful alterations from 
his fhort reign. Peter annulled the fecret coun-, 
cil or inquifition * of ftate; abolilhed many op-^ 

preffive 

• This ftate inquifition was invented by Altxly Michael* 
ovitch : it confifted of a fecret committee of confidential perfons, 
appointed to judge criminals fufpefted pf high treafon. Perfons 
of all ranks and fexes were liable to be arrefted upon the fiighteft 
£\xfpicions, and tortured in the moft dreadful mannen There was 

a catch^ 
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preffive prerogativesj formed a plan for correS- 
ing the abufes in the courts of judicature, and 
for introducing a lefs corrupt fyftem of jurifpru- 
dence. He freed the nobles from their obliga- 
tion of ferving in the army, and permitted them 
to travel into foreign countries, which before de- 
pended on the arbitrary will of the fovereign. 

During the firft fix' weeks of his reign, Peter 
propofed fo many beneficial regulations, and 
made fo many judicious reflexions, that thofe 
who had formed a mean idea of his capacity, 
conceived themfelves miftaken; and imagined, 
Jihat, during the reign of Elizabeth, he had, from 
motives of policy, affefted a deficiency gf under- 
ftianding. His fubfequent condud, however, 
fully proved, that he was ftill the fame weak and 
imprudent prince ; that he could only adopt the 
fchemes fuggefted by others, but did not poffefs 
abilities fufficient to carry them into execution ; 
that he had all the rage of reformation, without 
the judgment neceflary to a reformer. Thefe fa- 
lutary regulations were accompanied with others 
that were trifling, fome that were detrimental, 
and feveral, which, although in themfelves ufe- 
ful, yet being contrary to the cuftoms and genius 

a catch-word— Slovo i delo, " Wordji and deeds ;'* which, if any 
one only pronounced againft another, was fufficient caufe for his 
being immediately apprehended^ and ient to the fecret committee. 

Qf 
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of his people, were imprudently propbfed in the 
comtncncement of his reign. 

He irritated the clergy by fecularizing thd 
eftates of the monafteries, and afligning penfions 
far inferior in value to incomes of the ecclefi- 
allies before this alteration; by forbidding the 
admiffion of novices into convents before the 
age of thirty, and by ordering many painted 
images of faints to be removed from the churches. 
He baniflied the archbifliop of Novogorod, for 
refuiing to confent to thefe ordinances; but 
finding this a6l of arbitrary power attended with 
general difcontent, he was obliged to recall 
him. • Being himfelf educated in the Lutheran 
church, he had embraced the Greek religion, 
with a view of fucceeding to the throne ; but he 
was no fooner in poffeffion, than he imprudently 
tdifplayed his contempt of many rites and cere* 
monies,, regarded by his fubjefts with profound 
reverence. He built a Lutheran chapel in the 
fortrefs of Oranienbaum, was prefent at the de- 
dication, and diftributed with his own band 
books of hymns to the German foldiers. This 
circumftance might have paffed unnoticed, had 
he not been abfent at the confecration of a Ruf- 
fian church in the fame place. 

He offended the army by his preferenc6 of the 
Holftein troops, by introducing the Pruffian dif- 
cipline, and appointing new uniforms to feveral 

regiments. 
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regiments. He particularly gave umbrage to 
the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, 
by ordering two regiments to march into Po- 
merania, where the army againft Denmark waii 
affembled.' 

He affronted the nobility by appointing his 
unclfe prince George of Holftein generaliffimo of 
the forces,, and by the fuperior confidence which 
he placfed in foreigners. He inflamed the gene- 
ral odium by the public contempt he exprefled 
for the Ruffian nation, for their religion and 
manners. He raifed great difcontents, as well by 
engaging in the -war with Denmark, a war which 
feemed totally unconne6led with 'the interefls 
^ of the empire; as by his boundlefs admiration 
of the great Frederick, with whom RuJlia had 
been fo lately and fo long in a ftate of hoftility, 
puring the life of Elizabeth, he exprefled his 
concern to one of the foreign minifters, that the 
emprefs had invited him to Ruffia: " If," added 
he, " I had remained duke of Holftein, I fliould 
now have commanded a regiment in the Pruf- 
flan fervice, and hdve the honour of ferving 
perfonally fo great a monarch ; an honour which 
I efteem far fuperior jto that of being great- 
duke."^ After his acceflion, he ufed publicly 
to call him majitr. Talking with one of his 
favourites upon this topic, he faid, " You know 
I have been a faitliful f^rvant to my majieri 

, for 
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for you remember ,that 1 tranfmitted to him 
intelligence of all the fecrets of the cabinet." 
And as the perfon, to whom this difcourfe was 
addreffed, hefitated making a reply ; " What 
are you afraid of?" returned the emperor, 
" the old woman is not now alive, and can- 
iiot fend you into Siberia." He generally wore a 
Pruffian uniform ; exprefled the utmoft fatisfac* 
tion at the formality of being appointed an of- 
ficer in the king's fervice; and when he fent his 
minifter to Berlin to negotiate a mutual alliance, 
gave him fecret inftruftions to be careful that no 
perfon Ihould be promoted above him in the 
Pruffian army. On receiving the patent which 
conferred upon him the rank of lieutenant-gene- 
ral in that fervdce, he dreffed himfelf in his new 
uniform, ordered a general difcharge of the 
caimon in the fortrefs of Oranienbaum, gave a 
magnificent entertainment in honour of his pro- 
motion, and drank his majier's health until he 
became quite intoxicated * . , 

During his ihort reign he maintained, a con- 
ftaiit correfpondence with the king of Pruffia, 

' • Lord BuckinghamQiire, in a private letter to lord Hardwicke, 
thus accounts for the predile6tion of Peter in favour of the king of 
Pruffia : ** Peter III. was, in his youth, at the court of Pruffia, and 
^>€ing. greatly ftruck with the military difcipline, the impreflion it 
made on him was fo ftrong, that he thought any deviation from it 
inexcuiable, and a little before his misfortunes, he remonilrated in 
« letter to his majefty, againft fome alterations he had lately made ia 
the uniform/' 

and 
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and always received from him the nioft falutaiy 
advice. That able monarch earneftly diffuaded! 
him from Xhe Danifli war; but finding him 
obftinately determined, advifed him to be firft 
crowned, at Mofcow with the ufual folemnities, 
and, when he marched to Holfteiii, to carry in 
his train all the foreign minifters, and fuch of the 
Ruffian nobles as were fufpefted of difafFe6lion^ 
Frederick alfo cautioned him againft alienating 
the lands of the monafteries, and interfering with 
the drefs of the clergy, and particularly recom-» 
mended a due attention to his confort. Indeed, 
the king, whofe penetration is equal to his va* 
lour, forefaw the- confequences which were likely 
to refult from the emperor's imprudent cohdudl^ 
and ordered his embaffador at Peterfljurgh to 
£how every mark of refpefi; to the emprefs-. 

Had the advice of the king of Pruffia been 
adopted, Peter might have avoided his unhappy 
deftiny; but it was the chara6ter of that mif- 
guided prince to purfue with' unremitted obfti- 
nacy what he had once refolved, Though his 
plans of reformation were, in many refpefts, 
highly falutary ; yet the precipitancy with which 
he endeavoured to carry them into execution, 
and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, 
defl:royed the afftftion of his fubjefts, fomented 
the intrigues of the oppofite p?trty, and tenni» 
jxated in his dethj-onemisnt. 

In 
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In no light did the inconfiftency of his cha- 
rafter manifeft itfelf more ftrongly, than in his 
behaviour to his confort. During the reign of 
Elizabeth, Catharine employed^ her hours of lei- 
fure in a courfe of afliduous ftudy, and particu- 
larly applied herfelf to thofe authors who were 
moil eminent for political knowledge : born with 
fuperior abilities, flie improved them by a con- 
ftant habit of reflexion, and paid an unremitting 
attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her 
mild and infinuating manners, her engaging ad- 
drefs, the graces of her perfon, her unwearied 
affiduities, and a perpetual fund of interefting 
converfation, conciliated the favour of the fuf- 
picious Elizabeth, who treated her with com- 
placency and affeftion. Even her hulband, 
though his general behaviour to her was con- 
temptuous and unmann^erly, occafionally tefti- 
fied great refpe^l for her fuperior abilities, and 
ufually demanded her advice in every impor- 
tant emergency. Whenever any mifunderftand- 
ing arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catha- 
rine M'^as employed as mediatrix; and Peter not 
unfrequently owed a favourable reception at 
court to her influence. After his acceffion, 
though he gave public marks of deep-rooted 
averfion ; yet he would often behave to her with 
deference. By an unaccountable aft of impru- 
dence, he, in a full court, invefted her with the 

exterior 
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exterior decorations of fovereignty; while, in; 
the charafter of colonel, he prefented to her the 
officers of his regiment. / At the Bleffing of the 
waters, when the Ruffian monarch appears in all 
the pomp of ihajefty, the ceremony was left to 
the emprefs, and he mounted guard as colonel, 
and faluted her with his pike. Under all thefe 
circumftances, the dignity of her deportmentwas 
fo ftriking, that it was impoffible not to contraft 
her behaviour with the trifling levity of her 
hufband's condu6i; ; and to give the preference 
where it was fo evidently due. Thus this infa- 
tuated prince, at the very time he was fully de- 
tennined to divorce and imprifon his wife, im- 
prudently difplayed to his fubjeSs her Capacity 
for empire ; and, while he proclaimed her forfei- 
ture of his Own efteem, adopted every method to 
fecure to her that of the whole nation. Mean- 
while the breach- w^s continually widened : he 
occafionally behaved to her with the moft brutal 
contumely ; and once, in particular, at an enter- 
tainment he gave in honour of the king of 
Pruffia, ' he publicjy affronted her to fuch a de- 
gree, that Ihe burft into tears, and retired from 
table. Thus his infults, no lefs than his defer- 
ence, equally attra6led odium to himfelf, and 
popularity to Cathaiine. 

It is alfo a well-known fa6l, that he more than, 
once avoM'^ed an intention of arrefting both her 

. atid 
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itnd the great-duke, whom he propofed to ex- 
clude from the fucceffion, and of marrying Eli- 
zabeth countefs of Voroiizof, his favourite mif-^ 
trefs. Information of this alarming meafure was 
immediately conveyed to Catharine, through 
the.imprudence of the countefs. By the fame^ 
or other means, as well jas by the indifcretion 
of Peter himfelf, the emprefs obtained early in- 
telligence of every refolution formed againft her 
perfon. She was thus enabled to feize the deci* 
five moment of enterprize, and fecure her fafety 
by preventing the defigns of her hufband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more 
and more imminent, and the moment of her 
arreft feemed at hand. A brick houfe, confift- 
ing of eleven rooms, had, by the emperor's or- 
der, been conftrufted in the fortrefs of Schluf*. 
felburgh * , for a perfon of very confiderable con- 
fequence, and with fuch expedition as to be al- 
inoft finiflied within fix weeks. Peter went him- 
felf to Schluffelburgh with a view to examine 
it; and no great depth of * penetration was re-^ 
quifite to perceive that it was built for the em- 
prefs. In this important crifis a meeting of her 
party was held at PeterfburgK This party was 
extremely fmall, and, excepting the princeft 
Daihkof, and her particular adherents/ confined 

• Seethedefcriptionof tlus.biuldlngiiiBooj|^.IV, Clttp.7$ 

vou lii. c only 
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only of a few among the principal nobility. The 
moft confpicuous of thefe were prince Volkonfki, 
count Panin, governor of the great-duke, and 
count Razamofski, Hetman of the Ukraine. In 
the* lirft confultationa for dethroning Peter, it 
was propofed, according to the plan of chancel- 
lor Beftuchef, to declare the great-duke emperor, 
end Catharine regent during his minority ; and 
this would have been the meafure naturally fol* 
lowed in any country, wherein Jthe order of fuc- 
ceflion was more fixed than in Ruflia. Only a 
few days before the revolution, the inGonveui* 
ence attending a minority, joined to the popu- 
larity and abilities of the emprefs, induced her 
J)arty to adopt the refolution of placing her upon 
the throne. At thefe meetings various plans of 
fin infurreftion were propofed ; but it was at 
length unanimoufly agreed to delay their at- 
tempt until Peter's departure for Holftein. 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in 
this momentous enterprize ; yet the defigns of the 
•party could not be concealed from the friends of 
•the emperor, who eameftly intreated him to in- 
•veftigate the foundation of the report. But 
Peter, who h^d committed the care of the em- 
*pre6's perfon to thofe in Whom he placed the 
(higheft confidence, could never be prevailed 
upon to give the flighteft credit to the rumour ; 
atnd indeed he %as fo convinced of its £iiUehood^ 

. th»t 



fc. I. RfiVOtUtlON OF 176i* 19 

that any fuggeftions on that head always of- 
feaded him. Oue of his confidents prefented 
him a memorial in writing, in which the names 
45f fever al confpirators were mentioned. " What, 
-always the old ftory !" faid the emperor ; " herc^ 
take back your paper ; and do not trouble me 
any more with fuch idle talcs." His uncle, 
prince George of Holftein^ was frequently heard 
to fay, that he was tired with tendering remon* 
llrances, and that the emperor was infenfible to 
the danger of his fituation. On the very mom* 
ing of the revolution, about two o'clock, an of^ 
ficer, who had a great ihare in Peter's confidence 
arrived at Oranienbaum, and demanded to fpeak 
with him on an affair of the greateft importance^ 
Being, after fome difficulty, admitted, he ac** 
ijuainted the emperor Avith feveral circumftances^ 
which feemed to indicate a confpiracy onj:he 
point of breaking out But the infatuated prince, 
far from paying the Jeaft attention to the intel- 
ligence, ordered the officer under immediate ar- 
reft, for prefuming to difturb him at fo late an 
liour. And yet at this very hour his dethrone- 
ment was determined, which event was accele- 
rated by a circumftance perfeftly unconnefted 
with the intentions of the oppofite party- 

The arreft of one of the emprefs's adherents, a 
lieutenant in the guards, whofe name was Paflec^ 
Ifreatly alarmed her friends, as they concludied^ 

c ^ that 
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that the emperor had penetrated their defign ; 
and although they foon difcovered that it had 
heen occafioned by fome irregularity of which 
he had been guilty as an officer; yet. their con* 
fiemation haftened the execution of the enter- 
prize. Every moment was big with danger; 
and a difcovery feemed inevitable if th^ infur- 
region was delayed until the emperor's depar- 
ture for Holftein. 

The emprefs, however, who continued at Pe- 
terhof, . ihuddered at the advice to precipitate 
the hour of aftion : her refolution at this awful 
crifis, when immediate decifion was neceflary, 
feemed for a moment to fail, and flie liefitated to 
affent ; but her party at Peterfburgh, convinced 
that the leaft delay would prove fatal, difpatch-. 
ed, on the evening of the 27th of June, an empty 
carriage to Peterhof, the appointed fignal for 
her approach to the capital. Catharine, whofe 
greatnefs of mind foon returned to fupport her 
in this dreadful ftate of fufpenfe, inftantly'ef- 
caped from her apartment; and, at three o'clock 
in the morning, haying traverfed the garden to 
the place \^here the carriage * was waiting for 

her^ 

* This carriage was condu£(ed by one of the em^efs^s moil 
confidential adherent's, I believe by count Alexey Orlof ^ but as . I 
found it imprafticable pofitively to afcertain the perfon, I was un- 
willing tg advwc^ any &&, of which I was not as perfe^ly con« 
^ vinced 



I • 



C. 1. REVOLUTION OF 1762. ftl 

her, was conveyed with all fpeed to Peterfburgh. 
It was preconcerted that count Panin fhould at- 
tend to the fafety of the great-duke's perfon; 
that Gregory Orlof Should remain in the capital 
to win over fome of the guards; and that count 
Razomofski fliould prepare his regiment for the 
reception of the emprcfs. In confequence of 
this determination, Catharine repaired to the 
quarters of the Ifmailofski guards. The hour 
was fo early that Razomofski, the colonel, was 
not yet arrived, a circumftance fufficient to 
have difconcerted a perfon of lefs fpirit; but the 
emprefs, having difpatched a meffenger to him,^ 
fummoned the officers and foldiers. A few who 
had been apprized by Orlof were ready; while 
the greater part, being roufed unexpe6ledly from 
their flumber, made their appearance fcarcely 
half dreffed. 

The emprefs laid before them the bad conduft 
of the emperor, his avowed contempt of the 
Ruffians, his averfion to their cufioms, and his 
attachment to foreigners. She expofed the dan-» 
gers which awaited herfelf, her fon, and the prin- 
cipal nobility ; flie expatiated upon the probable 
fubverfion of their religion and government, and 
exhorted all thofe to follow her, who were defi- 

vinced as the intricate nature of tliefe affairs would admit. I hav« 
reafoQ to believe that he: was affifled by prince Baratiniki, who re* 
mained witli the carnage, while he repaired to the emprefs^s apart- 
jneat. 

c 3 rous 
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rous of faring their country^ and refcuing her 
and the great-duke from deftruftion. Her fpeech, 
dccafionally interrupted with fighs and tears, 
was ihort and pathetic, and, further enforced by 
the graces of her perfon, made an inftantaneous 
impreffion. The greater part of the foldiers an- 
fM^ered her with loud acclamations; a few of- 
ficers, indeed, at firft feemed to hefitate; but the 
arrival of Razomofski quieted their apprehen- 
fions, and the whole regiment offered to facrifice 
their lives in her caufr. Catharine then pro- 
ceeded to the church of the Virgin Mary of Ca- 
fan, and was joined by other bodies of guards, 
and by many of the principal nobility. Service 
being performed by the archbifhop of Novogo- 
rod, the emprefs took the accuftomed oath, after 
which the nobles and people flocked in crowds 
to Twear allegiance to the new fovereigri. At 
the conclufion of this ceremony flie repaired to 
the fenate, the members of which body acknow- 
ledged her fole emprefs. A report, induftri- 
oufly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall 
ftom his horfe, proved favourable to the fuccefs 
of the revolution. The fuite of the emprefi con- 
tinually augmented. Two regiments of guards^ 
who had fcarcely quitted Peterfburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled^ 
and repaired without delay to the f^ndard of the 
emprefs. 

Even 
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Even in thofe governments where the preto- 
rlan bands, ftationed in the capital, depofe fove- 
xeigns, or raife them to the throne, fome plau- 
fible pretenbe muft be urged to render a revolu* 
tion popular, and engage the general voice to ra- 
tify the deed of the foldiery. When Elizabeth 
feized the reins of empire, the attachment of the 
nation to the memory of her father induced the 
public to applaud that tranfadion; and in thia 
inftance Peter had, by fome parts of his con- 
du6l, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, 
fo contemptible to his fubjefts, that the fij-ft ac- 
count of his dethronement, and of Catharine's 
acceflion, announced in the manifefto, was re- 
ceived with univerfal joy. 

" Catharine 11. by the grace of God emprefs 
and autocratix of All the Rufiias, to all our 
faithful fubje6ls, &c. 

" All the true fons of Ruflia have clearly ften 
the danger which threatened the whole. Ruffian 
empire. Firft, the foundation, of our orthodox 
Greek religion has been iliaken, and its tradition 
expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared 
that the faith, which has been eftablifhed in 
Ruffia from the earlieft times, would be entirely 
changed, and a foreign religion introduced. In 
the fecond place, the glory which Ruffia had ac- 
quired at the expence of fo much blood, and 
which was carried to the greateft height by her 
vi6ionous arms, has been trampled under foot by 

c 4 the 
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the peace lately concluded with its greateft ene- 
my. And, laftly, the domeftic regulations, 
which are the bafis of the country's welfare, 
have been totally overturned • 

*^ Forthefe caufes, overcome by the imminent 
dangers with which our faithful fubjeds were 
threatened, and feeing how. fin cere and exprefs 
. their defires were on this head; we, putting our 
truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have 
afcended the Imperial throne of All the Ruffias, 
and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 
all our faithful fubjefis. 

' '^ Peterfturgh, June 28, O. S. 1762." 
All the adherents of the emperor were arretted j 
among the reft prince George of Holftein, who 
came to Peterfburgh on the 26th, under pretence 
of making preparations for the emperor's de-r 
parture; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite 
party, Not the leaft oppofition was made from 
any quarter to the proceedings of the emprefs; 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peterfbiirgh 
were filled with foldiers, who are generally tu-^ 
multuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful 
periods; yet the greateft order and difcipline 
were preferved, and no injury was offered to any 
individuals*, ^ 

At 

* Several Engljfh m^rcliants had quitted their houfes before 
they \yere apprized of the revolution j but found no difficulty iij^ 

ifeturninip 
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At fix in the evening the emprefs, habited 
like a man, in the uniform of the guards, with 
a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her 
band, and mounted upon a grey deed, marched 
towards Peterhof, accompanied by the princefs 
Daihkof, the Hetman Razomofski^ the Orlofs, 
and her principal adherents, at the head of 
10,000 troops. 

About ejght miles from the capital, Catha- 
rine entereJd a public-houfe called Krafnoi-Ca- 
bak * , and employed herfelf for fome time in 
^tearing apd burning a large quantity of papers. 
She then flung herfelf in her clothes upon an 
ordinary, bed, flept about an hour and a half, 
was onhorfeback'by break of day fi and pro* 

returning through the ibldiert pofted in different parts of th« 
town. One gentleman in particular informed me, that he went 
about iix in the morning to the Cuftom-lioufe^ ai^d was furprifed 
to find no one there. After ftaying fome time, he returned home j 
and, in his way over the bridge of the Neva, met a friend, who 
aiked him what was the matter, for every thing appeared in confu* 
iion« He had fcarcely finiihed thefewordsj wlien about 300 horfe^ 
men, with drawn fwords in their hands, galloped acrofs the bridge | 
a prieft traveriing the bridge at the fame time in a carriage, the two 
Engiiihmen ftood by the fide of it. Some of the guards, as they 
pafled by the prieit, waved their fwords over their heads, crying 
out at the fame time, ** All goes wcU-t-vivat Catharine IL" Apd 
this was the firft intelligence thefe merchants received of the revo- 
lution. 

* Rulhiere dignifies this public-houfe with the appellation of 
(Chateau. 

t From the landlady of the inn, who was glivc when I vifited 
]luilia| and ftiU kppt the houfe. n 

ceeded 
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ceeded abojat four miles to the convent of St* 
Sergius at Strelna, into which flie retired while 
the troops encamped around. At ?ight general 
Ifmailof arrived at Strelna with a meflage from 
the emperor ; whofe fituation was now become 
truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Pe- 
lerfburgh, Peter remained at Oranienbaum in 
thoughtlefs fecurity- He paffed the evening 
which preceded the revolution in the fortrefs, in 
company with a few chofen friends, with whom 
he indulged, as ufual, in the pleafures of the ^ 
t^ble, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In 
the morning he drefled himfelf in his Pruffian* 
uniform, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in 
^rder to celebrate the feaft of the apoftles St. 
Teter and St. Paul, expefting to meet the em- 
prefs at dinner, and intending *, as it is reported, 
to put her under an aneft. He was accompanied 
by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle count Vo« 
rontzof, his favourite Godovitz, marflial Munic, 
and many of the nobility of both fexes, who 

• If Peter really, as it is (aid, intended to arreft the empref^ h» 
Ibrmer conduct is in fome meafure accounted for. He thought 
that her party was of no confequence, and accordingly difbelieved, 
or pretended to difbelieve, all the reports of the confpiracy^ think- 
ing tocrnfh it at once by fecttring her perfon. He put implicit 
confidence in the nobles wliom he placed about the emprefs $ and 
tbeie very pedbns were the firfl to betray him* 

farme4 
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formed his court *». He had not proceeded far 
before he was met hy a perfon t who had es- 
caped from Peterfburgh, and flopping the car- 
rias:e, acquainted the emperor that he wilhed to 
fpeak with him in private. Peter, however, or- 
dered his attendants to proceed, adding, " Why 
are you in fuch a hurry? turn back to Peterhof, 
and there you will have time enough to fpeak to 
me." The other repeating his folicitations, the 
emperor at length alighted from his carriage, 
and was informed of the revolution at Peterf- 
burgh. Yet his infatuation was ftill fo gi-eat, 
that he doubled the truth of the intelligence ; 
but, when an enumeration of particular circum- 
fiances at len^h awakened him to a fenfe of his 
danger, he teftified the ftrongeft fymptoms of 
amazement and horror, and was reduced almoft 
to a ftate of ftupefaftion. Recovering from this 
paroxyfm of defpair, he difpatched an adjutant 
to Oranienbaum, ordering the garrifon to Peter- 
hof On his arrival, he found the emprefs de- 
parted, and could obtain no information of her 
proceedings from any perfon of her court Mar- 
flial Munic advifed him to put himfelf at the 
head of his Holftein troops, and march without 

* From the intendant of Oranienbaum, who witnefled tbefe tian(« 
a^iions. 

f According to Mr. Keith, the perfon who met him was the (er- 
fant of count Alexandrovitch Narifchkin. 

delay 
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^elay to the capital : '^ I will go before you,** 
faid the gallant veteran, '* and your majefty's per- 
fon ihall not be touched but through mine." Had 
this advice been followed, it would have been 
attended with a glorious, and perhaps Jt fuccefs- 
ful event The Holftein troops, though not ex- 
ceeding a thoufand, were zealoufly attached to 
Peter; and Munic was worth a regiment. The 
coujrage of the emperor, however, deferted him 
in this emergency ; he flu6lualed between hope 
and fear ; formed new refolutions one moment, 
and renounced them the next. ' 

His own agitation was ftill further increafed 
by the behaviour of the principal perfons, who 
Accompanied him from Oranienbaum, or whom 
he found, at Petcrhof. T'he women vented 
flirieks, and hung about the emperor in agonies 
of the deepeft dillrefs : every one clamoroufly of- 
fered advice; but the uproar was fo great, that 
the advice could fearcel v be heard, and if heard 
was not: attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly 
changed. Several of the emprefs's party were 
prefent, and artfully fomented the general confu- 
fion : under the fpecious appearance of aifeftion 
and zeal, they alarmed the fears of the emperor, 
and objefted to every vigorous meafure as inad- 
iniflible and dangerous. In thefe circumftances 
Peter, perplexed by fuch difcordant or treache- 
rous advice, >vas foftened into cowardice by the 

tears 
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tears of tlie women, and remained the whole day 
in a ftate nearly bordering on diftra6iion. Every 
moment brought him frefh caufe of terror and 
difmay. He was fucceffively informed, that the 
emprefs had received the oath of allegiance 
from perfons of all r^nks, that Hit was miflreis 
of the capital, and was advancing at the head of 
10,000 troops. Diflieartened by this intelli- 
gence, he difpatched repeated meffcngers to hiif 
confoit, with propofals of accommodation ; and 
as not one of them came back, he at length de- 
termined to take refuge in Cronftadt ♦ ; a mea- 
fure, which, if he had earlier embraced, might 
have given a favourable turn to his affairs. 

Soon after his firft arrival at Peterhof, he had 
difpatched general Devier and another officer to 
Cronftadt, to reconnoitre the place : the general 
was admitted without difficulty J and the officer 
returned to Peterhof with the account that np 
news of the revolution had reached Cronftadt^ 
that Devier was preparing for his immediate re- 
ception, that his majefty would find there an aiy* 
lum, where the emprefs's troops could not pene- 
trate, and from whence he might, in cafe of ex- 
treme neceffity, efcape by fea to his dominions 
in Holftein. In confequence of this reprefenta- 

* A town upon a fmall iiland in the Gulf of Finland, where the 
J^uilian navy is ftationed. See the defcription iiv the chapter on 
t|ie RHfllaA navy. Book VL Qh« a, 

tio% 
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^ * 

tion, the emperor ordered the Holftein troops^ 
who were on their march to Peterhof, to return 
to Oranienbaum ; but, by an unaccountable fata- 
lity, protrafted his departure till near midnight. 
On his arrival at the harbour, the imperial boat 
was refufed admittance by the centinels, who 
obje6led to the lateriefs of the hour; and when 
it was reprefented to them that the emperor was 
f)n booril, they ftill perCfted in their refufal, ^nd 
tfireatened to fire from the batteries if the veffel 
^id not inftantly retira 

This unexpefted reception was occafioned by 
4he following circumftances. General Devier^ 
on his arrival at Cronftadt, took the command 
ef the fortrefs ; perceiving that the garrilbn had 
BO knowledge of the revolution, he was unwilling 
to give alarm, by fpreading the report, arid 
thought it more advifable to wait for the em- 
peror's appearance before he attempted to fecure 
tJie fidelity of the garrifon, or iflued orders hoftile' 
to the party of the emprefe. During this interval, 
admiral Taliezen came to Cronftadt ; he was dif- 
patched from Peterfburgh by the emprefs, who 
had forgotten, in the firft hurry of the revolution^ 
to fecure that important fortrefs; and was now 
feat, if not too late * , for that purpofe. Being 

admitted 
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Confidering the great importance of Cronftadt, this neglect 
firems hardly cfediblej but I was informed from very good au? 
4 - thorilty. 
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admitted without oppofition, and perceiving the 
lituation of affairs, he inftantly commanded the af- 
reft of general Dcvier, which was inftantly obey- 
ed; the marines and failors being more inclined 
to execute the orders of an admiral than thofe of 
a general Having fecured the general's perfon, 
be announced to the garrifon the revolution at 
Peteriburgh : the emperor, he faid, is depofed ; 
the army and fenate have declared for Catha- 
rine, and all oppoiition will be fruitlefs and dan^ 
gerous. Thefe arguments^ joined to a large quan- 
tity of fpirituous hquors^ produced the deiired 
tffe^; and Catharine was proclaimed empre(a» 
Thus a place of fo much importance as to have 
delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefs of the 
infurre£i:ion, was feized by admiral Taliezen with- 
out oppofition. 

On this difappointment, Peter's only remaining 
refource was to crowd fail for the Gulf of Both- 
nia, and feek an afylum in Sweden ; from whence 
he might penetrate to his army iniPomerania^ or 

thority, that Co late as ten in the morning no ftep had been 
taken at Peterfbnrgh towards obtaining poiTeflion of that fortrefs« 
AbOQt that time a private p6rfbn mentioned it by ^chance to one of 
the prindpal inftirgents, who, without delay, acquainted the em-r 
pre&. She, confciou9 of its great importance, immediately >dir- 
patched admiral Taliezen. It was paft eleven before he fet off fix>ni 
Peter(burgh, and as he went by water, the diftance being twenty 
miles, it muft haye been paft three before he arrived at Croniladt* 
The diflance from Peterhof to the iame place being only fix miles, 
the emperor might have arrived there long before Taliezen. 

to 
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to his dominions in Holftein. But it was the fatd 
of the unfortunate monarch to a6l no decifive 
part in this important ^ crifis * : ftill flattering 
himfelf with the hopes of a reconciliation with 
the emprefs, and prevailed upon by the cries and 
entreaties of the women who were on board, he 
returned to Oranienbaum, where he anived at 
four in the morning. When Peter quitted that 
palace on the preceding morning he was drefled 
in his Pruffian regimentals ; on his return he was 
in his Ruffian uniform ; he now faw his error 
indefpifmg the prejudices of his fubjefts, but it 
was too late. Little circumftances of this kind 
are not unworthy of thehiftorian's notice, as great 
events frequently turn upon them ; and they of- 
ten difcover the true charafter of the principal 
perfonages concerned in the fcene. 

On his return to Oranienbaum, he retired 
alone, and in great agitation, to his houfe in the 
fortrefs, leaving^ Marlhal Munic and the reft of 
th^ court in the palace. At ten he again 

made 



# A tiote from the earl of Buckinghamihire to the earl of Hard- 
^icke, will fhew that the misfortunes of the emperor arofe from hk 
^ant of refolution as well as from treachery* 

April i6, ij66* 

Many ladies, fome of whom were wives to perfons engaged in 

the confpiracy, attended the emperor to Cronftadt, and their teai^ 

and terrors added to his irreiblutioil. I have had account of what. 

pafled from almoft 4II of themi and they wer(^ too much frightened 

' 19 
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made his appearance in a more compofed (late of 
mind. The Holftein guards no fooner beheld 
their royal mailer, than they all * crowded round 
him; fome iftruggledi to kifs his Jiand, others 
hung about his perfon; many knelt down; 
Jome even proftrated themfelves before him ; all 
fliedding tears of afFeftiou, and in tei ms of the 
firongeft attachment conjuring him to lead them 
4againft the empiefs, offering to facrifice their 
lives in his defence. Peter, animated by thefe 
affefting marks of zeal and fidelity, caught their 
ipirit for a moment, and cried out, ^* To arms!" 
but the tears of the women, and his own irrefo- 
lution, foon damped this momentary fit of cou- 
rage, and he again reconciled, himfelf to fub- 
zniifion* 
Early in the morning he difpatched* major- 

to be confident in their relations. In two points they all agreed, 
his timidity^ and the reproaches made him by his miftrefs, for not 
having followed her advice, and prevented all mifchief by confining 
the emprefs. One expreifion they in general &y fhe made ufe of. 
" Thou fool, (Durach) had you complied with my requefl:, and 
ihut up this bad woman, the ruin of this day had never fallen upon 
,Qs.** Panin and Villebois were the only men of cojifequence 
amongft them; for, notwithftanding all the afTertions to the con- 
trary, I k/iow the Hetman did not engage in the defign till the 
morning it todc effe6^, and even then he was not without difficulty 
perfuaded to a6b the part he did. 

* I was informed of thefe circtunftances from the intendantof 
Oranienbaum; he fhed tears while he defcribed the animated beha- 
viour of the Holftein troops. He faid he never witnelTed a more 
affe^ing icene. 

VOL. HI, D general 
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general Ifmailof, in whom he repofed implicit 
coniidence, to the eniprefs, with a letter, ofFer- 
ing to refign his crown, on condition that he 
fliould b« permitted to reti^ into Holftein, with 
Elizabeth Vorontzof, and Godovitch. Ifmailof 
found the emprefs in the convent of Strelna, and 
was immediately admitted to her prefence. The 
great policy on the fide of Catharine now coA- 
fifted in obtaining poffeflion of the empel-or's 
perfon' without cfFufion of blood ; it was her ob- 
jefl, therefore, to amufe him, without driving 
him to defperate meafures ; for it was yet in hi* 
power to head his Holftein troops, and defend 
his life to the laft extremity; or he might be 
able to make his efcape, and involve the em- 
pire in all the horrors of a long civil war. The 
judicious manner in which flie conduced this 
delicate affair, fliews her no lefs able in the arts 
of negotiation, than in the fpirit of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the mad* 
nefs of oppofing her, now in full poflfeffion of 
fovereign authority : /lie. pointed to her troops,- 
who were pofted in large bodies upon the adja* 
cent grounds, adding, that refiftance would only 
draw on* Peter and his party the vengeance of 
an enraged army ; fhe propofed, thereforp, that 
he fhould himfelf repair to Peterhof, where the 
terms of his abdication might be adjufted. If- 
HiaUof, finding the tide of fucceft on the fide of 

' the 
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the emprefs, and perceiving the clergy, armv, 
and principal i^les, engaged in her caufe, was 
convinced that nothing was left to Peter but 
fubmiffion. Seduced hy the infinuating elo- 
quence^ engaging addrefs, and promifes of the 
emprefs, he undertook to perfuade his unhappy 
matter, by immediate fubmiffion, to fave an ef- 
fulion of blood, which could be produftive of np 
efFe£lual advantage to his caufe. With this view 
he returned to Oranienbaum between ten and 
eleven, and found the emperor in the palace ynth 
Munic, . Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, and 
others, anxioufly expefting his arrival. Having 
retired into another apartment, the refult of their 
conference was, that in lefs than an hour the 
emperor, with Elizabeth Vorontzof, Godovitch, 
^and Ifmailof, entered the carriage, in which the 
latter had returned to Oranienbaum. Peter 
quitted the palace without a fingle attendant ; 
but he had fcarcely proceeded a mile, before a 
corps of Huffars, of the emprefs's party, fur-^ 
rounded the carriage, and accompanied it to Pe- 
terhof, where he arrived at half pad twelve. He 
was immediately feparated from his compani- 
ons. The emprefs declined aperfonal confer- 
^cnce: but fent count Panin, who was admitted 
alone. What paffed during this awful inter- 
view between that nobleman and his depofed fo- 
vereign, is nol^ nor probably ever will be, dif- 

D ^ clofeJ 
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^ofed to the public ; but nothing caji convey * 
ftronger pifture of the emperof's weaknefs a^ 
pufillanhnity, than the abdication in form,; 
which was the refult of their converfation * . 

" ' During the Ihort period which I havtf 
reigned over the Ruffian empire, ' I have found, 
from experience, that my abilities are infiifficient 
to fupport fo great a burden; and that I am nob 
capable of direfting the Ruffian empire in any 
way, and much lefs with a defpotic power. I 
alfo acknowledge that I have been the caufe of' 
all the interior troubles, which, had they con- 
tinued much longer,' would have overturned the' 
empire, and have covered me with eternal dif-» 
grace. Having ferioufly weighed thefe (^ircum-* 
ftances, I declare, without conftraint, and in the 
moft folemn manner, to the Ruffian empire, and 
to the whole world, that I for ever renouiice the 
government of, the faid empire, never ' defiririg 
hereafter to reign therein, either as an abfolute 
fovereign, or und^r any other form of govern- 
ment. I declare alfo, that I will never attempt 
lo re-affiime the government. As a pledge of this^ 
1 fwear lincerely before God, and all the world, to 



/ 



• I have fufEcient 'reaA^n to believe that this: abiiication war 

made at Peterhof : if, however, as /om/^ perfons with lefs prpba^ 

bility have afTerted, he figned it at Oranienbaum^ before he was ill 

the haud^ of his enemies, his pufillanimity admits of no pallia-' 

^tion. 

this^ 
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this pFefent re^u&ciation, written qiui iigned. 
witii my own hand. Petee. 
" Jnne%9, Q. S. 176«/' 

Having figned this abdication, he was con- 
veyed in the evening to Robfcha, a fmall impe-^ 
rial palace twenty miles from Peterhof ; and the 
empref^ returned about the fame time to Peterfr 
burgh, ^t feven flic made her triumphant entry 
©n horfeback, amidft continued huzzas; tha 
fireets were fUled with a prodigious concourfe qf 
people, wl)Q wer^e drawn up in lines, and kifled 
her hands, which fhe held out to them as fliQ 
paflTed along. A great number of priefts were afi 
fembled upon this occafion about the avenues to 
the palace; as flie rode through their ranks, ilie 
ftooped down to falute the cheekj^ of the princi-* 
pal clergy, while they were kiffing her hand; ,a 
mode of falut^tion in Rufliaj, ^xpreffivg of the 
Jiigheft deference. 

The^rft hurry of the revolution was no foonep 
pad, and the fpirit of revolt had fcarce time to 
fubfide, before many repented of having deferted 
their fovereign. The populace, always prone to 
change, began to pity their dethroned monarch, 
and loft fight of his defeds in the contemplation 
of his calamity ; they regarded him no longer 
in the light of a mifguided ruler, but as an un-r 
fortunate prince, driven from the height of power 
^p the moft abj^6l iftate, ^nd fubieft to the hor- 

D 3 xoh 
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rors of. perpetual imprifoiiment. Petef, not- 
withftanding his violence and incapacity, pof- 
feffed feveral qualities of a popular nature, and 
was greatly beloved by thofe who had accefe to 
his perfon. During the emprefs's march to Pe- 
terhof, feveral foldfers manifefted flrong fymp- 
toms of diflatisfafiion; fome openly murmured 
at being led againft their fovereign, and had 
Peter, on the firft news of the revolution, made 
his appearance in perfon, many would have de- 
ferted to his ftandard. This fpirit of difcontent 
was obferved*, arid fecretly fomented by the par- 
lizans of the emperor; the tide of popularity 
was even turning in his favour, and a new riling 
hoiirly expeftedt at this crifis the deceafe of 
Peter delivered Ruflia from the impending hor^r 
rors of a civil war * . This event happened at 
Robfcha on the 6th of July, O. S. on the feventh 
day of his confinement, and in the 34th year of 
his age. His body was brought to the convent 
of St Alexander Nevfki at Peterlburgh, and 

* There can be no doubt but this unfortunate monarch was pot 
to death j but in what manner tlie deed wa$ perpetrated, or by 
whom, ho authentic account has ever tranfpired. Nor is it a matter 
of wonder that fo dark a tran(a£bion (hould be involved in the 
deepefl: myftery. Public report designated count Alexcy Orlo^ 
and prince Baratinlki, as the principal adcrs in this horrid tragedy. 
I am, however, firmly convinced in my own opinion, that the death 
of the emperor was not perpetrated by the command, nor even witl) 
l)ic Jmowled^e' of the etoprcft,. 

there 



there lay in ftate ; \<^here perfons of all ranks 
were admitted, according to the cuftom of Ruf- 
fia, to kifs the hand of the deceafed. His re- 
maina were then buried in the church of the 
^convent; an^ the place of the fepulchre was 
not diftinguiftied either with a tomb or infcript 
tion.* 

The death of Peter was not followed by any 
of thofe tragical fcexies which had hitherto dif- 
graced the revolutions in Ruffia: not one of the 
nobles were fent into Siberia; there Avere no 
public or private^executions; even the pcrfonal 
enemies of the emprefs were forgiven. Marflial 
Munichad offered to fupport^the emperor at the 
hazard of his own perfon. Catharine ^nildly in- 
quired the motives of fuch an oppofition to her^ 
interefts. *^ I was at that period," replied Mu- 
^ic, with a fpirit which twenty years imprifon- 
ment could not fubdue, '* engaged by tlie 
ftrongeft ties of duty and gratitude to exert my* 
felf in behalf of my late mafter : your majefty is 
jxow my fovereign, and yoti will experience the 
fame fidelity." The emprefs, ftruck with the 
magnanimity of his anfsver, with equal greatnef^ 
of mind repofed in him the moftunboundedcon- 
fidence, which Avas juftified by his fubfequcut 

• On the aceeHIon of Paul, as I have before obferved, his re- 
im/ns were re- interred with imperial honour* in tlie cathedra] of 
^t. Peter and §t Paul. 

. . p 4 conduft. 
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fconduft. As foon as the danger of a new in- 
furre^Uon . was difpelled, count Vorontzof was 
feleafed, and afterwards employed. Elizabeth 
Vorontzof experienced from the emprefe no 
axpreflion of either jealoufy or referitment; 
lier perfon was untouched, and fhe even re- 
tained, undiminiflied, all the fruits of Peter'a 
bounty. Catharine, with peculiar magnani- 
mity, forgave the indignities which Ihe had re- 
cei ved at her fuggeftion, and even her prefump- 
tion in afpiring to a participation of the crown. 
She was permitted to efpoufe a private per- 
fon, and ftill remains at Peterfburgh, a living 
jnonument of the emprefs's unparalleled le- 
nity * . G odo vitch, who was particularly ob- 
noxious to the emprefs, was allowed to retire 
to his native country I, and the Holftein 
guards, who had importuned the emperor to lead 
them againft his confort, were not treated with 
the leaft feverity : thofe who chofe to tnlift Avcro 
incorporated in the differerit regiments, and the 
others withdrew themfelves unmolejfted from 
Ruffia, Prince George of Holftein; uncle to 
Peter, and not unacquainted with the defign of 

• I w^s often in her company during my fecond rcfidence at Pe* 
terfburgh. She was then in an advanced age, and pofTefled no re- 
mains of elegance or beauty. 

f The emprefs was fo ipucb pleafcd with the fidelity of Godo- 

Titch to his unfortunate mailer, that fte afterwards recalled him 

"ittto Ruflia, and employed liim* ■ ■ .- 

7 ^ anefting 
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^.ilTefting the cmprefs, vr^s detained a prifoner ia 
his own palace during the pfogrefs of the revo- 
lution ; but was afterwards promoted to the rank 
of field-marfhal, and appointed adminiftrator of 
Holftein during the minority of the great-duke. 

Catharine was in the thirty-fourth year of , 
her age when fhe afcended the throne ; and the 
fuccefs ofthis revolution* was no lefs owing 

to 

* Gregory Orlof, who is meniioned in this account as one of 
the principal agents of the reyolntiony was aid-de-camp to count 
Peter SchewaJof, and bore an inferior rank in the army,' when his 
youth and comelinefs captivated Catharine, then grstnd-ducheit, 
ibon after the recal of her favourite count Poniatowflci. Even at 
this early period die did not attempt to conceal her attachment from 
thofe in whom (he repofed any confidence. Pointing hia^ out one 
day to Mr, Wroughton, " Do you fee,"*' flic ikid, « that youngs 
man ^ He has had the audacity to make love to me.** This in* 
trigpie greatly contributed to facilitate the revolution which placed 
her on the throne. Orlof himfelf was a man of a determined and 
enterp/'iiing fpirit^ and had coniiderable influence among the of« 
ficers and foldiers of his own regiment ; his attempts were alfo flip- 
ported by his four brothers, Alexey, Vlodomir, Feodor, and Ivan, 
hut particularly by Alexly, yf\ko was.in riie guards, and was one of 
the moft a£^ive agents in the revolution. 

It was principally owing to the fuggeflions of Orlof that Catha- 
rine ventured to afTume the authority as emprefs, and not as regent. 
He was little known before the revolution, and Mr. Keith thus 
mentions his firft public appearance at court. *^ He wore the rib- 
hand of St. Alexa^ider, and the key of chamberlain, and is a good 
looking man, with a very modeft behaviour. I could not rec6llvA 
liaving ever feen.him before.** He was afterwards tapidly pro^ 
moted to the highefl honours and ofHces of government, both civil 
and militaiyy vtnd was created prince of the German empire. He 
gained fuch an afcq[ideoc7 Ofcr his royal laiftrefs, that 0ie was only 
" . prevented 
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to her own perfonal fpirit and engaging addrefs, 

thaii 

prevented from marrying him by the (Irong remonftrance» of count 
Panin, and madhal Razomofsky. 

Orlof gradually diminifhed the^ffedtlon of the emprefs by the 
coaHencfs of his manners^ his grofs inattention, and frequent in£< 
delities. During his journey to Mofcow in 1771, to check the pro- 
grefs of the plague, his enemies availed themfelves of his abfence to 
vuidermine his influence. Informed of thefe cabals, he Aiddenly re« 
turned toPeterfimrgh, and regained, by increafed afliduity, hib for- 
mer afcendancy, though he did nbt wholly recover her aife6):ions. 

Deeming his power too ftrongly rooted to be again fliaken, he 
repaired to Fotzani in 1772, to negotiate a peace with the Turk^ 
where be difplayed all the pomp of Imperial magnificence. This 
abfence gave fuccefs to the cabals of his enemies, and his difgrace 
was announced by the introdudion of a new favourite^ Vaifilchikef, 
at the initigation of count Panin and marihal Romanzof. 

With a view to cruih this cabal by his prefence^ Oriof inftantly 
broke up the congrefs of Fotzani, and travelled with fuch expe-* 
ditiojsas to perform a journey of 1800 miles in nine days and 
Bights. Arriving at the gates of Peterfburgh, he was refufed ad« 
mittance, and received an order from the emprefs, to repair to hit 
Country houfe at Gatchina> under pretence of performing quaran- 
tine. Stilly however, he flattered himfelf with hopes of being re- 
called, and when undeceived by a letter from the emprefsi forbid- 
ding him to appear at court, was £0 much aflTe^led that he fainted 
away. 

Being afterwards ordered to Revel, he paflfed through Pcterf- 
burgb, and, without previous notice, called upon his brother 
Alexey, while he was at dinner with a lai^ge company. A gentle* 
man who was prefent defcribed the prince as extremely agitated r 
after embracing his brothers, he fat down to table, ftarted up, re- 
fumed his feat, again rofe, whifpered his brothers, and retired with 
them into anojtlier apartment. On, the following day he departed 
for Revel, and foon after fet out on hi? travels ; but he had fcarcely 
4^ched Drefden before the emprefs recajlkd. him to Peterlbur^^, 
«u»4 Qffcred him hi* fonncr apartments in the palace, which he do 
J dincd^ 
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than to the zeal of her party, and the popuk-* 
rity of her caufe *. 

•clined, probably at the infHgaidon of his bro^ersj and refomed hk 
journey. 

He afterwards efpoufed his niece» and was fo much affef^ed wltk 
ber death, that he loft his fenfes, and died in aftate of infanity. 

By prince Orlof the emprefs had a Ton, whom I faw at the corpi 
de cadets, where he was educated} he appeared to me, in ]7;^9> to be 
about 17 years of age. He lodged in the houfe of Hibas, the prin- 
cipal manager under M. de Betlkoi. He pafTed at 5rft for the foA 
of a gentleman of the name of Schwerin, but afTumed that of Bo« 
briniki, from an eftate which the emprefs purchafed for him. He 
was apprifed of his origin from the high marks of diilin6lion whicl& 
he received. He was often admitted to the emprefs. Prince Oiiof , 
called him his fbn, and carried his portrait in the lid of his fnu^f*' 
box. A Ruilian nobleman told me that he once took up the box 
by chance, cand knew the pidure from its ibiking refemblance. He 
ventured, however, to a(k whom it reprefented, and princefs Or« 
]of, who was prefent, replied with a fmile, *' It is my portrait in a. 
man^s drefs, before I was marf ied.** Bobrinfki afterwards travelled^ 
and I heard of him when I was at Geneva, in 1784. 

The emprefs always retained a high degree of regard for the me- 
mory of prince Orlof, and treated his brothers with great marks «f ^ 
favour and confidence. The family received eftates, containin|^ 
45,000 peafants, and to the amount of £, 3,000,000 ftcrling in mo* 
fiey^ houfes, plate, and jewels* 

• * This was the fiHk circumftantial account ever publifhed of dm 
cxtraoQdinaiy revolution; and I have the fatisfacUon to find, from 
the peruial of (everal documents which have iince fiillen into Wif 
pofleifioni and of the various narratives which have appeared iince 
tht; death of the emprefs, that no material fa£t has been juftly con- 
troverted. This Tour being publifhed during the life of the em* 
prefs, and of the principlal perfons concerned in the revolution* 
delicacy prevented me from acknowledging the fources from which 
f derived the principal information j but I now hkve it in my power 
to diiclofe many of my authorities. 

I was 



44 THAVSLS IN BUSBJAf 9*5- 

I was principally indebted to count. Solmes, the Pmfllan tavoy^ 
vho bad refided at Pcterfburgh iince 1763^ 'and coUe^ed various 
anecdotes relative to the life a^d acceilion of the emprefs. Ffom 
thefe materials he formed an interelUng narrative, which he read to 
me, during my continuance at Pet^rfburgh, 

I alfo received from Nlullcr, the celebrated hiftorian, much ihte- 
reiling information, as well as from Staehlin, counfellorof Hate, and 
author of feyeral valuable publications, and from feveral Britilh 
merchants, who witnefled the revolution, Befides thefe, fome anec- 
dotes were communicated to me by feveral Ruffian nobles and of- 
ficers^ fome of whom were with Peter at Oranienbaum, and others 
who efpoufed the party of the emprefe. Thefe difftrent accounts 
I noted down, and afterwards compared and combined them, to 
form my narrative. 

During my ftay at Warlaw, many circumftanccs were communis 
catedby Sir Thomas Wroughton, who long redded at Peterfburgh. 
Jjle was the intimate friend of the king of Poland, when count Po« 
niatowikl, and poflefled the implicit confidence of the emprefs. 

After iny return, I had th^ good fortune to oljtain from the latq 
eariof Hardwicke, two curious difpatches from Mr. Keith, the Eng- 
lifh minifler at St. Peterfburgh, to the fecretary of flate, and ^ 
private note from the earl of Buckii^gbamfhirex who fucceeded 
Mr. Keith. This note I have printed in this chapter, and have 
l^ven ;n the appendix the letter of Mr. K^ith a^ an authentic do* • 
cument. 

Rulbiere has written thchiftoryof this reyolutipn, which was 
long anxioufly exped^ed, but ^as not publifted till after the death 
of the emprefs. It contains many interefting anecdotes, which 
could Only have been coUeded by a perfon who was at Peterfbufgb, 
fit the time of this event 5 but thcy arp bku^f^ y(^ Y^SVi? a^- 
'^unts and ^offiBe*h(n;Ue ftori^c^ 
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Fimilyand birth of Ivan^— Emperor on the death of Anne. — De- 
pofed by Elizabetli.— Imprifonnent at Riga, Dnnamond, On- 
uienbargh, and Schluffelburgh.— Defcription of !iia apartment.— 
Mode of life.— Intelleas— Ferocity.— Vifited by Peter III.— 
Removal to Kexholm.— Brought back to Schlnffel burgh. — At- 
tempt of Mirovitch in his ftTOur,— Death of Ivan.— Trial and 
execution of Mirovitch.— Puniihmenl of his accomplices. — Suf- 
picion of a collulioa betweenthe court andMirovitcb.-r-Refuted. 
—Account of Ivan'i parents and &mily.'-Bio^phical anec- 
dotei of CQont Muitic. 

TVAN, the unfortunate fiibje6i; of the prefent 
-*■ narrative, was lineally defcended, on the fe- 
male fide, from the t2ar Ivan Alexievitch, elder 
bcother 
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brother of Peter the Great * ; and was font of 
Anne of Mecklenburgh, by Anthony tJlric prince 
of Brunfwick. He was born on the 4th of Au- 
guft 1740, created great-duke by his aunt the 
^mprefs Anne, and, at her demife, on the 28th of 
Oftober, fucceeded to the throne, from which he 
was depofed by Elizabeth on the 6th of Decem- 
ber 1741, ^ 

The foldiers, fent to arreft th^ ypung ^mpcror, 
were ordered to fteal^foftly into his apartments, 
and, if afleep, not to difturb him. As he was 
(lumbering by the fide of his nurfe, they ftood 
round the cradle in refpeflful filence, at leaft 
an hour before the prince opened his eyes, then 
the foldiers difputing who lliould carry him, the 
child was terrified, and cried ; they immediately 
defifted^ and permitted the nurfe to approach 
who covered him with a clokc, and accompani- 
ed him in^a fledge to the palace. Elizabeth took 



• Ivan Alexietitch* 

^A.. 



Catharine. 
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Anne, Emprefs of RuHl^. 
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Anne, married to Anthony Ulrica 
Prince of Bioiniwick/ 
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Sec Ceneal. Table of the Houfe of Romanof, in Vol. II, Book III. 
JH the end of Chap. Ill, 
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the child, kiffed it, and, while it was yet in her 
arms, a body of foldiers paffing by, fhouted, 
** Long live Elizabeth!" The infant pleafed 
with the acclantations, ftretched out his little 
hand, and fmiling, tried to imitate the fhouts of 
the foldiers; on which Elizabeth exclaimed, 
** Innocent creature ! thou perceiveft not that 
thou art endeavouring to fpeak againft thy- 
felf*." 

It is difficult to trace Ivan diftinftly from the 
time of his depofition to his' imprifonment at 
Schluflel burgh ; but the following account feems 
the moft probable. He and his parents were 
firft confined in the fortrefs of Riga, a year and 
an half; removed from thence to Dunamundf, 
and afterwards to Oranienburgh, a fmall towu 
hi the province of Vorentz. Here they remain- 
led two years under the care of baron Korf, who 
behaved to his prifoners with great humanity. 
From Oranienburgh the whole family was tranf- 
ferred to Kolmogori ; but lA^an was imprifoned 
there for feveral years leparately, and unknown 
to his parents. 

Bufching fay«, that when his parents werp 
fent to Kolmogori, Ivan, theli in the eighth year 
i)f his age, was left at Oranienburgh ; and that 
4bme time afterwards' a certaia monk contrived 



• Buf. Hif. Mag. vol. I. p. 374. 
if- Manllcia's Memoirs, p. 315. 
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to releafe him from prifon, and convey him as 
lar as Smolenflco, where they were furprizedb and 
taken*. He was alfo confined i^ a convent 
fituated on an ifland in the lake of Valdai, not 
far from the high road hetw'een Peterfburgb and 
Mofcow. The time of his imprifonment in thi^ 
convent, a.nd his fituation until his removal to 
Schluflelburgh, are circumftances which I was 
not able to afcertain : but it is not furprizing, 
that there Ihould be much obfctirity in the hif- 
tory of a ftate-prifoner immured from his in- 
fancy. 

During the laft eight years, of his life, Ivan 
was imprifoned in the fortrefs of Schluflelburgh ; 
whither he was brought in 1756, in thefixteenth 
yeai* of his age. In the fame year he was fecyetly. 
conveyed, by count Peter Shuvalof, grand-maf- 
ter of the artillery, to the houfe of his coufin 
Ivan Shuvalof at Peterfburgb ; where Elizabcith 
iaw and fpoke to hfm without making herfelf 



* Buf. Hift. Mag. VI. p. 529. There is an inaccuracy in Bu^ 
ching^s account, probably only a falfe print, viz. that h^ was ^ the 
eighth year of his age when his parents were fent to Kolomogori ; 
for in March 1746, the time of Anne^s death, he was only fix 
years and feven months old : and fome time muil be allowed for 
conveying his parents from Oranienburgh to Kolmbgori. Buiching 
was informed, by baron Korf, that they were all confined together 
at Oranienburgh : and I was told by an Englifb gentleman, who had 
been at Kolomogori, that Ivan liad been there imprifoned for a 
iiorttime. 

known* 
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known. It is faid that flic burft into teats at 
this interview. On the enfuing day the prince 
was re-conduded to his prifon. 
' When I Tifited Schluffelburgh, I was admitted 
into the fortrefs, 4>ut was not fuffered to enter 
the room in which he had been confined ; yet as 
*I examined one that was fimilari and have con« < 
verfed with feveral perfons who have feen it, I 
am able to give the following defcription ; it is 
iituated towards the fartheft extremity of the 
corridore, defcribed on a former occafion • ; is 
about 25 feet fquare, and vaulted ; the walls are 
of bare ftone, and the floor of brick. The win- 
dow was not clofed, like thofe of the adjacent 
cells, but glazed; and covered with a kind of 
plaifter, which, while it admitted the light, could 
not be feen through f. There was no other fnrf* 
niture than a truckle-bed, a table, and fomc 
cliairs- In this difmal apartment he was immur- 
ed during the i^ace of eight year3> excepting 
when he was occafionally conducted to the in- 
ferior fortrefs;};, which communicated at top 
with the air ; but in the enjoyment of which the 
apprehenfioiis of his efeape rendered it impoUtic 

r ' ■ 

> 

♦ VcJ.. IL Book tV. Ch^p. 7. 
. t In fonm recent publiqitionsy the apartmei^t of Ivan b erfo* 
s^eoujdy d«£bnbed 99 s( caftimte of the fortrefs. the very hol^ of 
which W9« bricked np. - 

I Sett th^ account of $^ttff«lbttri|hii i« the bft Volmae» 

IJfOL. Ill* ' » . tp 
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to gratify him, as ofteii as humanity could have 

With refpe6l to his intellefts, as he had been 
imprifoned frOm the fecond year of his age, his 
ideas of aourfe.^vere few, and his knowledge ex- 
Cjpedingly^imited., and, thbugh not abfolutely an 
idiot, he difcoyered occs^fional fymptoms of in-* 
fenity. He could neither read nor write;: he 
^oke the Rufli&n Uijiguage, and knew a few 
Gferftian; words, which • he muft have Jearned: 
when almofi'a child from his parents; he was' 
rather inarticulate in his fpeech, and, when agi-: 
tated, ftammered exceedingly ** He was not ig- 
i , ;. . aorant 

y 9 *■ » m » .- 

* J ... 

* As Ca{tera» in fiis life of Catharine tj^e Second, and othei:s» on 
the authofrity of M.dte Segur, fome thne French amballador at the 
edttii of P^terttmr^, hxve aflerted that Iran was not deficient vac 
fkafe^ 'did not fbubmer, aitd yssLs' capable of reading and wcitxngr 
I deem it neceflary to mention the authorities from which I deriv* 
cd^my information.' ' 1." Coiini Sblmes, who was at Pefferiburgh lie- 
fSte the ^deatH oFlvan^ a. Mn lihnaxi> a Dan^- who hadbeenf 
iQfg rei^tn^in ^gland, w^s, duHng my travels in RuHia, iettjedr 
at Schlt)irelbiirg}i| where he had eil^lifhed a manufadlory for print- 
ing cottons, and was inhabits of intimacy with Be^edhikof, fhdf 
gcvem%PV^ the fortrefsk 3. Berednikof himfelf^ whom Nfr.- Liemanr 
a^ piy^ r^q?^ if"^}^ .1^9, diitner. 4. A Kllflian noblei^pi o{ UAr; 
doubted veracity, who received the accoimt from Volkof the coun- 
iellor of ftate, fent by Petf r the third to SchluiFelburgh, to difcover 
the real chaja6ler of Ivan. 5. Lef Alexandrevitch Nanffiikin^ 
great cnamberlain'tD the empreis^/whd was prefefitat tKe inteiVifcw 
?eiw'een Pfctdr ati<r IVan.-^^Tn rfy ?lcdtfd^?ifitrtd TeltWyXiT^iiiVe 
.confirmed my narrative, and even exprc(fed fa^ fWptift alt 'the'JllC- 
curacy of WQ^fateAtrtif.-*^ .f^«thWfe'*rf8tfeftife^^ 
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norant of nis defcent^ and tbat be had insce been 
tmperor. He was ftroirgly prepo&iTed with the 
hopes of re-afdandiog the throne ; tnfed frequently 
to allude to his behaviour whea that tvent 
ihould take place, aiid whenever he was roufed 
to pailion, ttroukl ibreaten to puniih thofe who 
provoked hinth He was exte^ingly choleric 
and ferocious, and Woidd jra^ almoft to nvadneit 
whenever he was into&iCated. F6r fome time 
he was improperly indulged in every a,i*ticle for 
his table ; he was fervetf in phXe^ had a gi'tot va* 
riety of difhea, and all kinds' of wine.' ^But ta 
prevent his frequfent exceflts, tbefeluxufies wece 
judicioufly dimihiflted ;thoiigh his iHaihtenanco 
was ftill amply provided fovH^ tile ^dk>lraxiG« of 
;f .20 a todhth *. .. . * 

He "would chan^ hiii dreis t#taty timesada^ti' 
and walk about his room,, admiringyhiftifidf Witb 
poer He &tisfa&iom Ih tegatd tO; his; x^figwoik 
opidioi^ he had a&iixt knowled^e^df the tSiflcH 
perfuitfion, and uied. irtque^tly td.pnqE' in -tfajet 

\ * i ^ U M 

I^afti nol.4t p»lhitat Ubt^tobi€Dm9) I ccfn^ied llif .wfc^le gf 
my namtive. 

It is barely fufficient to' notice the improbability of another a(^ 
£»rHon adtrantcd by tlfe BiogHa^Mr 6f Gatfaariiie;* tbat TfXn vor 
tended to nomirtate' lysin bit iiw^eflbrf and bad ev€^ b]:oi^ife bi^i 
to Peter(bur^b for that.pnrpo(b» where 1^ is fiud to JtaveVeen a€ 
the time of die revolution. ' \ ' 

* An ample allowance In .IlajOii% wh^ j^totjfion^ were Sf 
«lMap, 



\ 



moil fen^nt liiaiinfen QBct%ytwt he xns accuf^ 
tomed to icoh&&, and rececee the factament^ and 
of ten JToafied of obtaining rendlatiom ftcm the 
angel Gafeid. ....... 

; - He certainly knew that the emprefs Etizabfsth 
xrasfeated uponrthat thfone^from which he had 
been depolSed!; but. it ^oes not appear that he 
ti^s.evervacqtiaihted; with her death, and the 
fiibftqvcnt chto^gds. Petet IIL foon after hir 
accefTioiv csmic to Sch!tiffeH)urgh, accdmpani- 
hI foj^ Godoyitchj LcffAlexandrm'itcb Naniih* 
k^ .,Yplk&ti aiul haroia Korf* In croffing < the 
nm of:the:Keva to the. ifland^ the teat which 
coureyidhBtlBt and biB (uite ilmck again& a 
iakgvasntoi^ tfie fibne, and imB nearly drerfet. 
On landing, the emperor fent 6neof his fndte to 
tire hgbvtisidTl ^hh an dtdat of. adkniiTion figned 
ky himfiil^trh^i^iiiiiiiedi^y:i€£feivcd w^ the 
fctATgfi, aifidbosiida^dtQ the potncets sipartmet^t^: 
WdbB^ot a 'ih(S^'time.reintui£Qd.cbsi;eealqd, whiijp 
MBtinoblifi^md^lttendaxij^'rtow^eri^ 
but he foon joined the company, drank a diih 
he tbft^^^ iffitf^ eht«ed lAto difcourfe VHh th« 

. I .^jadfMOiifed: to xotted tome inteUigence^ of 
whatjmfltd attbis<5oiiferfnee'; butthe infdrma- 
fioii I '/^fte1v1Jd,*'ev*en ffom pferfons of good au-- 
thoritjv w^ extremely various and contradiflo* 
ry,' Inllead^ therefore^ of detailing uncertaiik 
: ^t: ft ;: i and 
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p,TL^ dUcordaat afi^dq$(it$, ^ I fbsAl • fiibitfit to the 
reader a tranfiatioa from Bufching'd account of 
tbi$,4iaJL?r»^iew, wliich ismd be dee»ieid^.^utbeoticv 
ll^.C»pf<fbt received itftptn barooriSrtf,' who was 
fjiefenlU:.:. i ! .'-J- i,-;-i ; ^ .■ .rjail'.';- : .<• ^ 
, : . t^f^i iMafteb i7««^:Pttfcr JH.1 dcfirotiicf feeiri^ 
Jy;a^; fet ftff ^fl^lyfirtVtli^ mopi%)fo^ 
Jnirg^ ,*ccQppw»fliJ'by-bar<Ma Kftif, teff Alexf 
^aadrievirleh I{[arid)ktm ftnd Volkbf. , HetravcR 
Je^T yit^;po^b{>riiM, ^^d Jcepilhi^ mtenttoii 
jfo fppret, tihit iti^fen nopn befoiohU. uiidk 
prince KfflQrgrafM^MU wa» *ide. ^cquaintel 
^vitb 1ms departufis^Vf ,PQlferft(runpHwJ>thfefibaraadf 
of ?an*pfJiC(er J aftdfiihftiriqg fliewjt tfjie^ifwpor jrf 
^chJiifife^UurgU ail .order for admrtfionj-previoufly 
fign«di ^^/Jiiiiafel^ iw,f pt;, with .h^4tWndRnta,> t* 
t^ej*ggltpi(5nt of prii^%Jvaii,3v^iQlj^:b/e foftnda 
3rretcfce4 pJaee^, ri^jpY^Wfi^ii with fthe^fp^atieil fyat 
iijitur?,.-aHis cl^^et ^le clean aadJti^ood coat 
diUqn, but ei:treB?fcely ^oarfe ; and Jie was remark'*^ 
gbbfrnaX in hi^pfribn, ^h weU.ai^ in his liiiein 
He hq4: ^be appearftitjc^^f ati i/iipt, and fpoke ifl 
a confufed manner. One moment he affirmed 
that he was the emper<)r Ivan ; and the next,.tljiat 
the fg\d of ^tbat.emperor, who -wa^ .no longer 
alive,, had migrated into his body. On being 
aiked what induced hiin to imaghielhat he was 
pji emperor ; he^ replied, / he learnt it from hi$ 
nac^ts and the foWiers who pxAx^^ tiim.' Be- 



ing qneftioiu^d whether h6 reeMfe^d his parenU^ 
lie anfwcred in the affirmative ; and' then bitter- 
ly lamented, that 1^ emprefi^Eli^ateth had aU 
earays kept t^emv as well aS'himielf, in a wretched 
fiate ; adding, he well remembered that he and 
they were ibriherly under thfe care of im ofiicer, 
"Who was the oniy 'perfcMa tlttit bad ever^lhewa 
them any tiendemefs or tiuMlinity. Koif in; 
ftantly demanding, whether hk ftillihouid know 
this officer^ ' -1 could not t«tblle6l him at pre-r 
Ihrt^' answered Ivan, * as iVis'fo long ago^nte 
2 &w him, arid I was then acliild ;. but his name 
1' have not forgotten, it*fc Koif.^ The general 
tros »grcatly'affe^d. Ivan- 'had heard ^f'tke 
great-duKe^^-and his wift ;^afid; as Jie-i*]pedt^ly 
££id that he-'h6|]^d agd^in^ tO'4>eempero)', j^ewas 
afked in Mil^it tianner h^ woijd then BehaVe to. 
them ; ^ 1 would have them both executed, * re-- 
turned the: pHn^e. feidt wfes-inuch flio'ifclted 
hedetermtfiedi however t,-tQO*der the Cbilftrufc' 
tion of a Tmall houfe in *he»f4rtrefs for the un^ 
happy prilbner, and ppopofed to treat him in a 

, • Namely, Pefer and Catharine. 

f We may collect from thefe exprcflions, that Bufching fuppoA 
tA the houfe within' the fmall fbrtrefs to hat* beten conftruftcd for 
Ivan, and no| for the empr^fs^ but l^e ^.J^pbably llQa^qumXed 
with the 9iiC4imltance, that lyan .was removed to Kf xholm the 
beginning' of JunVj this removal was perhaps occafioned hy the 
^ie%n which the»emperor had Formed, ^-confining the emprciiin 
the fortrefs of S(p^lui^it>urgh. When Peter yiiitcd>S9bli)ffelbeorgl| 
|hp flipU of the Jioufe was nearly finiihed, 

ino^p 



I 

* — - * 

more huEiane ni^tiner. Prince Qeorge of Hoi-: 
fieih even advifed Peter to reftore the! prince to 
liberty, to fend him into Germai^y, together 
with his father, Anthony Ulric, ftn^ ,ti>e reft of 
his f;imiJ3r, and ^Uow them a handfotoe'penfiicm j 
but the emperor did not feem to ■ appf ove th§ 
advice *. .,,,.•. 

, To this curioUs account I am enabled to add 
an authentic anecdote, Peter had n^t been long 
with lyan before he became difpiritfttj and fud* 
dsBiy^' indifpofed ; he accordingly quitted the 
room, and. went out into the air, . ",I feel my-* 
feif' oow,'' -faid he,' to: one of his fuifte, " mi)ch 
refreihed; I was : indeed, exceedingly fli^cHfi^li 
and vicry n«ar fainting;?' 'He thenretUTOrid into 
the apaiitment, and renewed his. conretfation 
jnth IVaiiy with wllcnn lie fiaid near iant hQur. 

Pftel:i^itisifaid, propifeki to releafe Ivw from 
his imfntfon[ment;.:£nd/a8 he had/CQnceivigd an 
idea tiiat,/perhap6, po^Ucy^hadindiv^^dthe^prince 
tD.cemalerfeit idixDtifhi^.foirthe purpofe of difco* 
veringthettruth, h^ixirdfit^d a f PQ«fidential per- 
|bn to reih^ia fbr fomedayji in Ivan'd apartment 
This perfonifooa'perceiyed that 1ms behaviour 
was not the effi&6t of iiffunulation j he ^t ^times 
talkedr wildly, dsif he was really difordcred in 

• See Gefchichte des RulSfcben Kavfers Johann. 4e9i Oritteft. 
5uf. H.'M. yi. p. 530, & ftcj. . . . / 

t Volkof, who was afterwards goTcrnor ofPeleribttrgli. 

- £ 4 his 
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bis undcrftan^ing; and frequcntiynrith raptiirai 
tflert^tl; that the angel Gabriel iippeared to him 
in vifibfls, and brought rev«lations fromheaven* 
Being aikei by this perfon, ^hy he imagined 
that belhad once besen emperor, be replied, " I 
M^as tolrf fo by one of my guards, who looking 
ftedfaftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears; on my 
demaritlrng' the reafon, he informed me, that he, 
as well as the whole nation, had formerly taken 
the oath of allegiance to mie as emperor;. and 
he then gaVe me the account of my dilthr6n&* 
ment, and of the acceffi^n of Elizabeth.'' .: i 

Peter, folly convinced that Ivan^s <iindi6r« 
ftanding was difordered, foon relinquiflied all 
thoughts^ of releafmg him; and afterwards 'orn 
dered him to be fent by water 4o Kexhdlm^a fiar^ 
trefe^tuated in a finall ifland, where the Vokea 
flows mtd the lake of'iLadoga. /Hie was^con*' 
%'eyed acrofs that lake in a..fmall/q>en'boft to a 
galliot, which lay at. .tinchor toieceiyt MnLa* 
fome diftant^e from SchluflbHmrgh. Ibe/wind 
being boifterous, and. the. water tktrtnualy zm^ 
tated, heat firft trenvbledwdlhftarj/lnit, in^ 
fliort time, became com^fed, although liiere 
ai-ofe a violent ftorm, which the watennen could 
fcarcel^ weather. The wa\Tes, indeed, lian fa 
high, that the bait was overfet; and the prince 
was not faved without the greateft difficulty. In 
tlie montl} of Auguft, lya^ was again removed 

fi'ow 
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firom tlw ibrtrds of Kcxholm ^o'that of 3chliif* 
felburght by order of the , emprefe Catharine;. 
The carriage in which he was conduced break* 
ing down near the village of Schluflelbur^hy he 
was led through the place covered with a cloak, 
and thus fettled again in his former liibitation^i 
This unhappy ftate-prifoncr was detained in 
the fame fortrefs until his dcceafe, the morning 
of the 5tht of July ^64. Two officers, trap* 
tain Vlafief and lieutenant Tchekin, wer<j ap- 
pointed for his guard, and itationed in his apart- 
ment. In the fortrefs was a company, confift- 
ing of near an hundred foldiers, of whom 
eight or ten flood centinel in the corridore clofe 
to the door of his room, and within the i>affage 
leading to it; the reft were pofted in the guard** 
houiie, at the gate^ and- in different parts of the 
forteefs, under the command of the governor.. 
At that time the regrooent of Smoleniko was 
quartered in the village c>f Scbluflelburgh ; 
and every week an huiadred men rdieved tilo 
guard in the fortrefs. Vaffili M irovitch, a^ un-^ 
der lieutenant in this regiihent, by attempting 
to releafe IvSin> was tlic caufe of his death. He 
was grandfoa of the rebel of the fame name, 
who followed Mazeppa Uetman of the Coffiu^ 

^ Thefe two Gurioi^ cuvuxx)ibwcc9 1 {^cclyed from ScDsiiukoflF 
l^mfelf. 
f O.S. |6thN,8, 

' ' when 
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when he revolted from Peter the Great, and 
joined Charles XII. in his ill-concerted expedi* 
tion into the Ukraine. - Mirovitch had applied 
to the empreCs.to reftore the eftatesof his grand* 
father, which had been confifcated , after the 
battle of iPultava; but meeting with a refufal, 
as well in this as in other applications, he fonned 
the defperate refolution of delivering Ivan, and 
rq)lacing him on the -throne. Being, however, 
without fortune or connexions, the means he 
was enabled to adopt were inadequate to the 
ralhnels of the enterprize. • 

A few months before .thfe purpofed titne of exe-t 
cuting this daring enteiprize, he comifiunicated 
it at Cafan to ApoUon Ufliakof, a lieutenant in 
the regiment of Veliki-Luki. Th^fe two affoci-^ 
ates repaired to the church of the Yirgin Mary, 
where they took an oath of fecrecy and , fidelity' 
on the altar, andrniixing fanaticifm with treaV 
fpn, invoked the Almighty to aflift and fanclify 
thieir defigns. They, alfo joined in drawing upi 
aiUiamf^fto, which they purpofed to difiributeas 
feon as Ivan fhould be reftored to liberty. The 
execution oi: this enterprize was delayed until 
fumiwr ; when the onjjrefs was expe6i;ed to be 
^!t^§nt from the capital on an expedition into 
Livonia. Sooli afterwards Mirovitch joined his 
regiment, wJuch wks quartered at Schlufle\- 
burgh ; but his confederate Uilxa^of was ac<;i- 

• dentally 
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identally drowned, on the SQth of March, in his 
journey to Smolenflco. 

Mirovftch, deprived of his affociate, does not 
appear to have found any other perfon in whom 
he could repofe equal confidence. He founded, 
however "Tikon Cafatkin, a ferviant of the court; 
and artfully endeavoured to infiife into his mind 
rebellious principles, in order to make him, at a 
proper feafon, the inftrument of his purpofes. 
But he was fomewhat more explicit with Simeon 
Tchevaridfef, lieutenant in the corps of artil- 
^eiy, to whom he communicated, firft, by dark 
and obfcufe hints, and then in fomewhat plainer 
terms, at dfelign of releafing Ivan, and of con- 
duftiiig Mm fo 'that corps fiafioned at Peterf- 
burgh. '.Btit he mentioned it merely as a projefl; 
vithbut fi^cirig iny precife' time for attempting 
it, or naming himfelf as the perfon who trould 
dare to nndettaVis it 

' With fo little nianageirifent, and no precaution 
in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch refolve to carry 
his defign intd execution ; btit' he was upon duty 
during a whote wetJk in the fortrefs, without find- 
ing a favourable opportunity! He obferved, 
however, apd fet a private m^rk oii the door 
of Ivan*8 apartment, and fhe^ved.it to Shtieou 
Tphevaridfefi who came from Peterfburgh to 
* vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn ex- 
pired ; but he obtained, under fome Ipecious pre- 

/ tence> 
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-tencc, tlie permiiTioE of being continued on 
guard on the evening of the 4th of July * • He 
did not; however, preyioufly gain more than one 
common foldier, whofe, name was Jacob Pifkof» 
It was not till about ten at night that he, iirijk 
hinted his ii^tent^oa to throe corporals and tw^ 
foldiers,' who, tl\9iigh- they at firft poOtivelyjCr 
fiifed to join him,; yet, -by the uSiftmoe of Piikoft 
and by. his owa Artful peiiuaiux^, were^^t length 
prevailed ;upon to ^vour hi& defign^;- but eould 
not be. induced to^Qj^w^th .th^t^^detf rmined relQ* 
lution which tJ^C] circumftance$| ^uij;ed^ Ojj 
the contrary, tiiey continued :. waverings an4 
sdarmed with the*^ dai^er, propqfed tq defer ,^h^ 
enterprize uptil a ^sfiofe aonyes^ei^^ ^gpportvjnitj, 
Mirovitch at fi^^.^afilfvijly ^appe^red. to yie^^ 
their fears; but between one an4;.i^w;o in/t^ 
mor^ng he fuddeuly; renewe4 fa(is>f<}licitat^pn$) 
when, incapable of refiflinj^ ^jfj-^l^fible^madT 
Der, the diilribution he ipad^ j ^i^jing themr of 

fome nioney, the.promifeof:piof;«j:)5^Qcxpeftftt 
tion . of great promotion, , and*. Wft jauthoritj^iftf 
commanding officer,^ tliey were^, io^if ced tO: ^fyj 
oond his attempt,^ r 

^ Having thus fec^red fix ailiflai^ti, he fummon^ 
?d. aljqut fpity of the foldieija. ftatjoped in tb^ 
p^rt of the, fortrefs, fome of )*^h9m ,v?r?-2Lfl?e^ 






i 
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^nd others u|>on guard^; and, under pretence of 
an order from the empr^ls, commanded them to 
load their pieces with ball, and to follow him; 
and, before they were aware of his intention, led 
them towards 'the apartment of Ivan, In his 
way he was met by Berednikof the governor; 
This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed 
by one of the guards> haftiiy dreffed himfeli^ 
and accofting^ Mirovitch, commanded him to 
declare tl» caufe of the diflurbance. Mirovitch 
returned no anfwer ; but, ftriking him on the 
forehead with the but-end of his muiket, deli- 
vered him^ a prifoner to .fome of his party, and 
with the remainder advanced to a wooden gate,, 
which guarded the paflTage leading to the prince's 
apartment. He demanded admittance ; but 
meeting with a refulal from the centinels, or-^ 
dered his followers to difcharge their mufkets, 
and force their way ; they obeyed, and the cen^ 
tinels returne4 the fire. The foldiers, deceived 
hy Mirovitch, had expefted no oppofition; fur- 
prized, therefore, and alarmed at the refiftancc 
of the centinels, they retired with precipitation, 
nptwiihftandins; all the efforts of their leadeh 
and infifted on feeing the order of the emprefs. 
Mirovitch immediately re^ to them a paper ♦, 

which 

/ 

^ tt i« difficult, at this dlftance of timey to find out the contentt 
#f tliis paper I bat it appeared^ from the examinatiou of MirOTitch 

a^ 
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f^hich he had forged, at the bottom of which he 
had counterfeited the imperial fignatute ; and as 
it was no difficult matter to deceive ignorant 
men, few of whom could read, he prevailed upon 
them by entreaties, promifes, and threats, to inJik? 
a fecond attempt. During this fliojt interval^ 
a cannon was drawn from one of the baftions, 
which Mirovitch himfelf pointed againft the paf* 
fage leading to the printe's apartment, when the 
door was fuddenly opened, and the whole paity 
fuffered to enter without oppofition. 

On the firft attempt of Mirovitch, Vlafief and 
Tchekin had difperfed the affailants by ordering 
the centiiielSfto iir^; but when they returned^ 
and Mirovitch, with his cannon pointed, feemed 
determined to force his way, the officers, finding 
no.ppffibility of further refift^nce, attacked with 
their drawn fwords the unfoituna^te objeft of this 
cpnteft, who had beep .awakened by. the tumuj^ 



and his aflbc^iates, to have beej»'ob((»tFeTy diawil upi* Aiheaf* 
(cited tha^xvhat he read to them liTued from the emprefs, be could 
liOt lay open his defign of releafing Ivan j and probably the papef 
contained only an order to take -the prince frctti the cuftody of 
Viaiief and Tchekin, whomig^ be repreiented at betraying their 
truft : this fuppofition is ffjpnfirmcd by the violent abufe which thj 
Ibldiers, on their return to the Tecond attack, threw out againft tbf f^ 
tviro officers. Nitcit^ Lebedef, the next in command to Mirovitc6;^ 
•was the only perfon who perceived that the order was counterfeit- 
ed, and, though he did not aflift Mirovitch, he was afterwards pu« 
niihed for tv/t diftovenjiQ the i^poiltioii to the mifgujuded ibldiers. 

. .• - • and, 
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and had ftarted out of bed. The princie, though 
without ^ny weapon, and almoft naked, yet, ani- 
mated with defpair, made a vigorous defence; he 
parried their repeated thrufts; and, though 
pierced through tlie hand, broke one of their 
fwords, until overpowered and ftabbed in feve- 
xal places, he was difpatched by a wound in the 
back. The^cers immediately threw open the 
door, and, pointing to the body of Ivan, exr 
claimed, "Here is your emperor*!" ' Miro- 
vitch, beholding tlie dead body, ilarted back in 
an agony of furprize; foon, however, recolle^l- 
ing himfelf, He made no other attempt; but re- 
^ tamed with perfe^ compofure to the governor, 

. * Such was the account of this ^nfa6lion^ which t received from 
the governor} but I deem it a duty to infert a note from the earl 
of Bockingh^mfhit^ to the earl of Hardwicke^ which relates more 
ch-cxttiiibntiaUy the behaviour of Mirovitch. t 

July 26th, 1764. 
^ The officer then (after having ftabbed Ivan) produced the 
body to the lieutenant and his foldiers> and told them they might 
now do with their emperor what they thought proper. Mirvit2 
carried the corps to the foot of the guard, and covered it with thtf 
eolour»y and then, with all his foldiers, proflrated himfelf before it^ 
and kiffed the hands j then taking off his own gorgttf fafli, and 
fword, laid them by the body, and addrefliilg himfcff to the coloncf 
of Korgalow^who was then arrived, and pointing to the body, told 
him, * There is your emperor, you may do as you pleafe. Adverfii 
ftnrtune has blafted my defign. I mourn not for my own fate, but 
for the mifcfy of my poor fellow foldiers, the innocent vffBms of my 
undertaking.* He then embraced the under officers, and fur- 
lendcied himfelf and his fbldiors/' - "^ 

£ and 



n^nd delitering up his fwordi calmly faldf ^* t am 
now yowr prifonev. '* 

On the following day, the body of lyan was 
expofed in a Ihirt and pair of drawers before the 
guard -houfe in the fortrefe, whither an immenie 
concour fe of people flocked ff om'all quarters. I 
was infomied by a gentlemaft*, who was prefent 
on the occafion, that he found it^impofTible to 
defcribe the animated grief which appeared in 
the countenances, attitudes, and expreffions of 
the people. at the fight of a prince, who had once 
been feated upon the throne, whofc misfortune 
ottly, and no crime, had occafioned his impri- 
ibnment, and whofe wretched exiftence had been 
prematurely clofed by the hand of violence^ 
The cbrioourfe at laft bc*ag fo great as to excite 
ftppreheniions of a tumult, the body \v^s wrap- 
ped in aiheep-fl^ih, put into a coffin, and buried 
In an atitient chapel of the fortrefs, which is now 
demoliflied- 

According to the information I received from 
thofe who had feeii the body of Ivan, he was fix 
feet in height, handfome, and athletic ; he had 
iaiall fiery eyes, reddifli hair and beard, and a 
compleicion uncommonly fair, though pallid 
from confinement. ^ 

, The account of this wild enterprize/aiid of 

f Mr, Lienuai 

Ivan's 



Jvan's death, was forwarded tp count Panin, to^ 
^ether with feveral copies of the manifeftQ, 
found upon Mirovitch. It contained the moft 
ivirvilent abufe and dreadful jin^precations agaijift 
the empiefs, who was reprefented as an ufurper 
of tlije throne of which Ivan Wfis the lawful fo.-* 
iV-efeign ; and the copies were to have been dis- 
tributed as foon a3 the iprince ihould be refcued 
and brought to the capital. Count Panin dif* 
patched immediate intelligence to the emprefi 
in Livonia; who commanded lieutenant-general 
Weymar to repair without delay to 'Schluffel,-' 
burgh, to examine Mirovitch an^ his affociates* 
This information, together with the confeffio».Qf 
]\Iirovitch and his accomplices, was laid before a 
committee compofed of fiye prijix:ipal ecclefl^ 
aftics, the fenate, and of other nobler high in ranjc 
and office. Mirovitch and his abettors, bein^ 
, removed to Peterfburgh, wer^e examined at dif* 
f^rent time;5 l^efore this committee, both fepa- 
rately and together ; and the refult of all thefe 
enquiries tended to fliew, that Mirovitch ha^ 
not been inftigated to this attempt; but ha(l 
originally contxnved the plot, and a^ed through* 
out the whole tranfadion folely from himself. 

During fevei^al i^eetings held on this QCcafion> 
Mirovitch aftonifhed the committee by his in- 
folent: and undaunted behaviour ; ^t laft, how- 
ever, he was brought in iom^ m^afare to * fenfc 
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of his crime, by the reprefentations of the arcli- 
biihop of Roftof, and four nobles fpecially de- 
puted for that purpofe, and being again exhort- 
ed to confefs if he had any aflociates, he firmly 
repHed, " As a man devoted to die, I folemnly 
declare, that my confeflion contains all I know, 
I call upon the Almighty to witnefs the truth df 
this aflertion, and denounce his fevereft venge- 
ance upon me in the next M^orldj if I have inif- 
reprefented' any circumftance, or Concealed ahy 
accomplice. " Being convicted of high treafon, 
lie wils condemned to lofe his head ; and the bo- 
'^y^ together with the fcaffold upon which he was 
to fufFer, were ordered to be burnt upon the fpot. 
The fentence was performed on the 26th of 
September, in the city of Peterlburgh. M iro- 
vitch walked to the' place pf execution along 
the ftreets, through an innumerable concourfeof 
people, with an unconcerned air, and fteady 
countenance. Having mounted the fcaffbld, he 
caft his eyes around him -with a look of indiffer- 
ence, then croflTed himfelf, and without uttering 
a fingle word *, laid down his head upon the 
'block, and it was fevered from his body at one 
ftr6ke. 

Mirovitch alone fuffered capitally ; his abet- 

• It may not be improper to remark, that Mirovitch w^s not 
fagged, as has been falfcly afleited, . ^ 

tors 
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tors werefubje6i:edtodiflferent penalties, accord- 
ing to the degrees* of their guilt. Pifkof,' Avho 
was the moft criminal, was fenteiiced to run the 
gauntlet twelve times through a line of a thou- 
fatid men, and his five affociates tten times I'thev 
were then condemned for life to hard' labour and 
imprifonment ; a fentence heavier than death it- 

* * * 

felf. It is needlefs to difcriminate the penalties 
impofed upon the others, which confifted chiefly 
in the gauntlet, in degradation, aiid' in condem- 
nation to ferve in diftaiit garrifons; It will be 
fufficient to obferve, that fifty-five delinquents 
were involved in the guilt of Mirovitch : to 
thefe muft be added Cafatkin and Tchevaridfef, 
who were convifted of holding treafonable con- 
Verfations with him; and Nikita Lfebedef, who 
Avas puniffied for not having undeceived the fol-* 
diers, by expofing the falfity of the order forged 
by Mirovitch. 

Such are the principal fa6ls whit^h I was able 
to coUedl refpefting the life and death of Ivan; 
and I have endeavoured to ftate them with per- 
fc6l impartiality. The fame regard to thith pre- 
vents me from concealing reports induflrioufly 
c?tculated, that the court not only, connived at, 
but even encouraged the attempt of Mirovitch. 
The accufation is thus dated. Orders w,ere pre- 
vioufly given to Vlafief and Tchekin to deftroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him fhquld be 

F 2 likely 



likdj to fuGGtied^.afldi6T:ttiej}fi^pQfe crffurniflpr 
ing them with .^ pretcncf ^r difpatching hko, 
Mifovitch was privately t^ft^atcd tp .foma a^ 
confpfracy iahtsf^vaur. Ii^iuppoft of llms accu-^ 
lation it is ^ngfld: 1. Jitt ^ atftack of Miro-' 
Titch «vn4 hisp^rty on Xh^\^^Td$ of Ivan, not 
Qi^.pexibi^ OB jeitlier fidie was either kiJUed or 
wounded, g. The condw^^f JVfipovitch on the 
failure qf Jbi3;projje(Sl,'his j^ariqg b^haviQur lander 
hi3 tLialysaod Ids calm cosopofvure at the plae^e of 
cxeqiitiopi, are not, on a^y other fuppoiitipn, to 
te accounted fitir. Si Orders wei'e given to 
Vlafief 4nd Tchekin for. puttii^g Ivan to death ; 
and they vpre promoted for executing thofe 
orders. 

1. Withfqfpe6l to Ijhe firft aiTertion, we may. 
readily allow the fafl; to have been very extraox-* 
dinary^ but by no means improbable. It is a^ 
well-known circumftance, that in the outflcirta 
of an .aijny fej^ge bodi^ qf light troops frequent- 
ly apprpftqli clqfe to ^ah other, and fire without 
effeA; Apd if "^ this frequseutly happens in the 
day-tifW; th^ probability is ftill further increaf- 
^ whejgi :^€ confujer that the rencouuter in 
^^ueftion happened at two ki tiie morning, a«d 
ill the midft of a^ tbiek fog *- Nor is it extra- 
ordinary 

' ^ The trnth of this circumftance has been erroneoufly called in- 
^ueftion i for I wts kifonaed at Schluflclbttrghf that almoft eveiy 
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opcEnary that the centtitels of Ivan, who were 
but few, and fome of thefe ftw flieltered in the 
paffage, and othetsf probably behind the pillars 
of the corridore, flionld not be wounded by the 
random fhots of the affailants, wavering in their 
refolutions, and uncertain whether to comply 
with, oif difobey, the orders of thdr leader. 
With refpeft to the party of Mirgntch, the whole 
Bumber did not attack in a coUeftive body; 
many of them continued at fome. diftance ; and 
they were all fo alarmed at the unexpefted re- 
turn of their fire, that they inflantly difperfed, 
and probably befbf e all the guards had difcharg- 
ed their mufkets ; and as the guard confided 
only of eight or ten, as the night was dark, and 
the area large, it cannot be deemed furprifing 
that they mifled the affailants. To a perfon who 
has been upon the fpot, and examined the pofi- 
tion of the place, thefe fuppofitions are far from 
appearing improbable ; whereas, on the other hand, 
if we conclude the whole to have been concerted, 
we muft allow that every individual, on both 
fides, was previoufly informed that the attack, 
as well as defence,' (hould be feigned : a cafe in 
itfelf impoflible, that a defign of fuch impor- 
tance, and the mode of accompliihing it, fliould 

morning in fummer a fog precedes fun-rife, which is naturally ac- 
counted for from the fituation of the ifland on which the fbrtrefs 
fti^nds, in a marfhy foil, and clofe to the largeft lafce in Europe. 

F 3 ' be 
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be entrufted to fo ma^y, and thpfe of no higher. 

rank than common foldiers *. 

2. The fecond argument, is drawn from the 
condu6l of Mirovitch on the< death of Ivan, dur- 
inghis trial, and at the plape of execution. In 

. regard to his behaviour on the death of Ivan, it is 

. objefted, that, inftead of attempting to make 
any refiftance, he calmly, and of his own accord, 
delivered himfelf a prifoner. To this it may be 
anfwered, that he had founded all his hopes of 
fuccefs on obtaining poffeffion of Ivan's perfon ; 
the moment, therefore, that thofe hopes were 
fruftratcd by the death of the prince, his fate was 
decided. He had great difficulty in perfuading 
the foldiers to make the fecond attabk,^when the 
prince was alive ; what affiftance, therefore, 
could be expefted from them when they knew 
that he was dead ? They had no other object 
than toreleafe Ivan, and had even been unwilling- 
ly hurried on to favour that attempt. Could Mi- 
rovitch fuppofe that they would defperately affift 
him in attacking the officers, and in forcing an 
efcape ? And indeed whither could he efcape ? 
He could neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs ; 

* In reply to this argument, it has been faid that the cartridge^ 
diltributed to the foldiers on tx>th fides were without balls \ but no 
authority has ever been adduced in fupport of this affertion. If wq 
could fuppofe that the tnurder was committed intentionally, ball- 
cartridges could not have been withheld from a motive of humanity. 

nor 
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nor could he eafily withdraw from the ifland. 
He had, therefore, no other alternative than felf- 
deftruftipn, or an immediate furrender. His ' 
preference of a furrender may be attributed to 
impulfe of the moment, or rather perhaps to the 
cool intrepidity of his charader. He had ven- 
tured his life and fortunes .upon one rifk of ex- 
treme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew 
and was prepared for the worft, and fuUenly re-f 
iigned himfelf to his fate. But after all, it is too 
much to ej^peft that we fljould juftify the con- 
du<5t of an enthufiaft, in the moment of difap-^ 
pointment and defpair, on the principles of foundi- 
judgment and deliberate reafon *. 

His 



* I.cannot in thi$ place avoid citing a paffage from an anony- 
mous autbor^ who fuppofes a collufion between Mirovitch and the 
court: •* Aprcs un fi noble exploit Meflrs. Wlafief & Tchekin 
jcttcnt le corps du prince affafline devant la porte; et par un effet 
roiraculeux Mirovitz, quine tonnoifot alors le prince Iiian que de nom^ 
le reconnoit dans ce moment pour fan tmpereur non obftant le brouillard 
epais,^^ A ftrange objc6^ion ! as if> becaufe Mirovitch was not 
acq4iainted with the perfcn of Ivan, he Hiould not know, or at 
leaft believe, the dead body to be his, when the guards cried out, 
«* Here is your emperor !" Could he conceive they had murder- 
ed an innocent perfun,' merely with the view of deluding him? 
And were not the doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at 
full liberty to fearch and fatisfy hirafelf ? Another paflage from 
the feme author muft :be mentioned for its glaring faliity : " Le 
coup inattendu le frappa tellement, qu'il temoigne fon repcntir et 
fbn afRi^ion a toute fa troupe, fe rend prifonnier ; et de toutefa 
gwde qui etfiU caOtplice dft m^me crime^ Im feu( qui en eft le chef eft 

F 4 arrete^ 
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iih clariiig infolence before tli6 cdrhmitt^e^ 
and his cahn mdifFerence it the place of ^xecun 
fion, are, it is alleged, not to bte accounted 
for, but, on the fuppofition that he either 
endeavoiiried to prevent the idea 6f cdltufioh, 6ff 
becaufe he was fecure of pardon^ It is furmifed^ 
therefore, that he ivis oWy to lay down fcis head 
oh the block, and a rtpri^Ve ^Hs; to be ready at^ 
the place of execution. To thi^ I briefly atifsi-erj 
that it is not to be conceived by what promifes 
^ man could poffibly be perfuaded to hazard 
himfelf in fo critical a ftate. "^^bat *6Uld in- 
duce him to rifle his life under a ftiometitary 
ftroke, to be given or fufpended by a power in-, 
terefted in his deftruftion ? for the dead betray 
nothing ; and his death would preclude all dif- 
covery of fo infamous a tranfaftion. And thefe 
ftiange fuppofitions are advanced, as if no rebel 



^rete, ft liii feul en i^ funi.^" , 'iThe reader will be able tfe judge 
"whether the foldiers who aflifted Mirovitch were equally guilt/; 
with him j and whether he wis >the 0Htj pcrfon arrefted, and thfe 
9nfy J)erfon puniftied. The auth6r of the above malevolent para- 
graph did not know, perliaps, theif, by the laws of Ruifia, capita]; 
penalties are feldom infii6led ; or that the accomplices of Mirovitch 
were feverely punifhed. We may remind him, tliat even in the 
rebellion of Pugatchef, thatimpoftor and four of his prinetpal coq« 
federates were the only perlbns who fufFered death j the other re- 
bels were knooted and condemned to hard labour and imprifon-^ 
ment. The caufe muft be very bad indeed, when its defenders^ 
have recourfe to fuch frivolous objections, and fuch glaring falfe<( 
hoods.: See Pieces concfer^ant la More du IVince Ivan. 

was 
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was ever undaiinted during trial ; nor any lAa- 
IcfaAor ever n>et death with firmhefs and ev^a 
indifference. 

S. With refp^cl to the third argument, ^hich 
refts on the previous orders to the officers Vla^ 
fief and Tchekin, their execution of thofe ordera, 
and promotion in coiifequence, I clearly and de- 
cifively reply, that fuch orders were not peculiar 
to the guards of Iv?in ; they are always given M 
thofe who are appomted to fecure ftate-prifoncrs' 
of any cotifequence in Ruffia. - During the whole 
reign of £lizabeth, this ptecaution had atway^^ 
been taken ; and the otders were reiiewed, when-^ 
ever th6 perfons entrufted with the care of Ivaii^ 
were changed. 

But, in fupport of this argument, it is further 
alleged, that the officers were too precipitate in 
difpatchi^g the prince ; they might have con^^ 
Vtyed hiifi tb fotfie pkce of greater fecurity, 
when the confpirators had been repulfed in their 
firft onfet. But whither could they conrey him ? 
they' could not conceal him in the fortrefs, or 
remove him from the ifland. There could be ndf 
apartment more fecure than that in which he wa$ 
eonfined ; and even if they ha,d attempted to re- 
move him, the fhortnefs of the interval between 
the firft and fecond aflault would have prevented 
them. The affailants inftantly returned as fooii 
fb$ the forged order was read to Jthem; and they 

returned 
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returned with a' loaded cannon. It follows, 
t;herefore, that the officers and centinels* found 
themfclves inca'pable of refinance, and that 
Ivan muft have fallen into the hands of Miro- 
vitch; they had, therefore, no other alternative^ 
thaji to put him to death. Dreadful alternative 
indeed ! but which they were obliged to em-* 
Ijrafce, forthe prefervation of the public ti^anquil- 
lity. If they performed their duty in this eitier- 
ge»cy.; the approbation of their fovereign, and 
their . fubfequ^nt promotion, were the natural, 
an4, 1 ,^Vftn. add, the juft confequences. 

But furely the, M^hole xonduft of Mimvitcli, 
his Jvflbciation with Uiliakpf^ their oath of fide-, 
lity, the violent manifefto againft jthc . efliprefs,' 
together with his treafonable intercourfe with 
Cafatkin and Tchevaridfef, are eyidej[it proof* 
that his defign was not feigned, that it originate, 
ed from himfelf, ?ind had been .plapried fom© 
tijine before an. opportunity offered for its execu-i 
tio.n. : To fuppofe th^t the emprcfs had formed 
th/e proje(5lof deftfoyilig.Ivan, that flie employed 
Mirovitt'h as the iixftrument,. that flie fecretly. 
proiniitd him his pardon, that /lie fuffered him 
to go to the place of execution fully fecure of a 
reprieve, that flie there deceived him, tlut flie 
puniflied his affociates, of whofe criminality flie 
waj§ herfelf the immediate caufe, imply fuch an 
abfuf d complication of the bafcft fraud and hor-j 

rid 
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rid barbarity, that we ought not to liften to the 
imputatioil, were it founded even on fome degree 
of probable conjecture ; whereas the arguments 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague 
fuppofitions ; and are totally refuted by the moft 
valid arguments and i^^difputable teftimony. 

I cannot clofe this hiftory without annexing a 
lliort account of Ivan's family. . His father An*, 
thony XJlric was fon of Ferdinand Albert, by 
Antonietta Amelia, fifter of Charlotte Chriftina, 
who efpoufed the tzarovitch Alexfey. He was 
brother of Charles duke of Brunfwick, and of 
that diftinguiflied general prince Ferdinand. An-» 
thony Ulric Avas bom in 1714; in 1733 was be- 
trothedj on his arrival at Peterfburgh, to the 
princefs Anne of Mecklenburgh, the prefumpti ve 
heirefs of the Ruffian throne. He ferved in the 
campaign againft the Turk$, under general 
Munic, affifted at thefiege of Otchakof, and was 
a true Brunfwic for valour and fpirit of euterprize. 
On the 14th of July 1739, his nuptials with the 
princefs Anne were celebrated with great* mag ni^t 
ficence. On the day of that ceremony, " ^ M'ho 
would have imagined that their union would 
one day produce their greateft misfortune ?" 
^nd that the prince was called into KuUia, not 
to fhare a throne, but a prifon, with his confort? 

Th? mother of Ivan, Elizabeth Catherine 

"^ Manilein^s Memoirs, p. 248^ 

Chriftina, 
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ChrHlina, was daughter of Charles Leopold duke 
of Mecklcnburgh, by Catharine Ivanofna ; (he 
tras born in 1 7 1 8, and in 1731 invited to Peterf-. 
burgh by her aunt the emprefs Anne. Having- 
embraced the Greek religion, Ihewas re-baptized 
by the name of Anne, and efpoufed in 1 739 An-^ 
thony Ulric. Sqon after the birth of Ivan, flie 
fj^as not only excluded from the throne, but cveit 
from any fliare in the adniiniftration of affaii-sp 
during her fon's ,minority, by the intrigues of 
Biron, wlio, upon the acceflton of Ivan, was de^ 
clared regent. Having, by the aflftfiance of count 
Munic, arretted ESron, the princeft Anne affum- 
cd the regeney and title of great-duchefs, and' 
Ifras on the point of declaring herfelf empt-efsj 
•hen Elizabeth feized tlie reigns of govern-^ 
ment. 

Upon that revolution this illuftrious couple 
were fucceflively confined at Riga, Dunemund, 
find Oranienbaum : from thence they were re^ 
*npved to Sblomonfkoi Oftrof, an ifland in the 
White Sea, and, finally, to Kolmogori, a fmall 
town,fituateditianiilan<iof tlie Dvina, about 4(> 
miles ft'om Archangel. Anne had four children 
by her hufband during their joint imptifonment, 
and died in child-bed at Eohnogori, in March 
1 746. Her body was brought to Peterfburgh, 
jtnd butied in the church of the conyent of St. 

Alexander Nevfl^i. 

, >,»..-*. ...» ., 
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Manftein * feas well dra:wn the we^, caprici- 
ous, and intjecifivc charafter of the regent Anue j 
ti4io, with a moderate degree of firmneli and 
prudeBQC, xnight hare ilefeated the defigns of 
Elizabeth ; but an anecdote, recorded by Buf* ' 
ching, will perhaps difplay, in the ftrongeft lights 
her mild and indolent charafter. During her 
confinement in the fortreft of Rig^ the prince 
of Brunfwick frequently blamed her for having 
difregarded the information flie daily received 
concerning the attempts of the oppofite party : 
Quce in particular hfe-yehemently reproached her 
for rejefting his fidvice to arreft Elizabeth, ad* 
ding, " had that advice been followed, you and 
yourfamify would not have been involved in 
yovtr prefent misfortunes.'* " It may be fo/' 
feturned the prUicefs> with great indiflfereixce j 
*' but I ihftU ntwtx repent of my condu6l : an^ 
it is better as it is, than to have preferved our fo- 
vereignty by fhedding a deluge of blood f.'' 

Befides Iv9,n, flxe left four children, two/fop^^ 
and ad many daughters, who were confined with 
their father at Kolmogori. 

Airthony Ulric died in 1 77€, in the^ 35th year 
pf his imprifonment, and in the 63d qf his age* 

* Memoirs, P* Si6. 

f Buf. Hift. Mag. vol. I. p. 32. Bufching had this anecdote 
from a favourite maid of honour who attended the regent in her 
confinement. 

He 
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He had been long affiifted with the gout, and a 
year before his death was totally blind. 

The place of their confinement at Kolriiogori 
was the bifliop^s antient palace and garden ; fe- 
parated on one fide from the cathedral by a 
high wall, and on the other furrounded by pa- 
lif^does *. Within the enclofure, near the en- 
trance, was a barrack for the foldierfe who guard- 
ed them, commanded by a lieutenant and three 
inferior officers. Another guard, commanded by 
lieutenant Karikin, wasftationed in the epifcopal 
palace, in which the illuftrious prifoners were 
confined ; thefe two guards had no communica- 
tion with each other. 

The governor of Archangel kept the keys of 
the gates, and without his permiffion no one, not 
even the phyfician, if they were indifpofed, could 
venture to vifit them. From the windows of 
their houfe they were able to defcry, towards the 
fouth-eaft, a fmatl turn of the river Dvina, and 
towards the fouth-weft, the high road leading to 
St. Peterfburgh. They inhabited the apartments 
on the ground-floor, which lead by a fmall flight 
of fteps into a garden, planted with a few birch, 
and containing a muddy fiih-pond, furrounded 
-with avenues of trees. In this fifli-pond floated 
an old ind crazy boat. 'They had the u^t of an 

• Bufching's Hift. Mag, V. it, p. 418. 

oW- 
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old-falliioned coach,' drawn by fix liorfes, and 
attended by the foldievs, in which they could 
drive, backwards and forwards along an alley ' 
about a quarter of a mile within the enclofute. 

Thcfe illuftrious prifoners, whofe birth entitled 
them to abetter fate, faw no other perfons but 
their attendants ; had no other amufementthan 
to play at whift or ombre, and dared not read 
any tiiiilg but books of prayer in the Ruffian 
ldno:ua2:e. 

Godovin, governor of Archangel, under whofe 
i^fpeftion they i'emained feventecn years, treated 
thefti with great negleft. He fuifered the houfe 
and garden to fall into decay, furnilhed an in- 
different table, and gave no account of the 
money allotted for their fupport. But in 1779 
they experienced a more favourable change of 
circumftances. Melgunef being difpatched by - 
the emprefs to divide the province of Arch- 
angel into two governments, vifited the prifon- 
ers, and was moved with compaifion at their 
forlorn fituation. By his advice the youngeil 
princefs Elizabeth wrote to the emprefs, in an 
artlefs and pathetic manner, and laid before 
her Majefty an account of their deplorable 
fituation. Catharine, greatly affefted at the pe- 
riifal, reftored them to liberty, and placed them 
under the protection of the queen-dowager of 
Denmark* 

By 
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By her order, Melgunef prepared every thing 
for their departure; ^.nd, at twp o'clqck in the 
morning, on the ?7th of June 1779, releafe<J 
them from the prifon-hbufe, and accompanied 
them to Archangel. On their arrival in the for*- 
trefs, he informed them of the emprefs's graci- 
ous intentions to fend them into Derfmark. This 
iinexpefted news bX firft filled them with appr^*- 
henfionsj they miilrufted fome hidden danger, 
and expreffed a defire to remain at Kqlmogori^ 
-frith the eiyoyment of more liberty. But when 
Melgunef affured them, in tlxe ftrongeft terms^ 
of the goodnefe of the emprefs, delivered tp 
them a valuable ppefent of clothes, plate, an4 
diamonds, and infoimed them, that they would 
he placed under the protection of the queen^ 
jdowager of Denmark, their amit; they burfl: 
^o tears, and, falling upon their kQees, e?:preffe4 
the warmeft gratitude for this unexpe6le/l fa- 
vour, and offered up prayers to heaven for their 
Jf^ind benefa6lreis. 

^On the 30th of June they w^nt on board the 
;frigate prepared for their voyage, fet fail on the 
following night, and^ after a paflage of thre^ 
months, and being >expofed to a viokftt tempeft, 
jeached Berghen, in Norway. There they cmr 
harked on board a Danifli veffel, .and laijided ,ap 
Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutland. Being con- 
veyed to Aalberg, they remained five days with 
* the 
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the governor, county Often * , and from thente 
proceeded by eafy journies, and fixed their refi- 
dence at Horfensfa town of Jutland, fituated at 
the extremity of a bay of the Baltic, a few miles 
from the frontiers of Slefwic. 

In my fecond tour to the North, in 1784, 1 
purfued my travels to Horfens, from a defire to 
pay my refpe6ls to thefe -illuftrious perfonages. 
On our arrival we waited on the principal officer 
attendant on the Ruffian princes, and fequefted 
to have the honour of being prefented. We re- 
ceiv^ed a favourable fenfwer; but when we ex- 
pelled our requeft to be complied with, we were 
put off with various excufes. We did not knmr, 
until we were informed by Mr. G uldberg, whom 
we had the honour of feeing at Aarhuus, that by 
fpecial ordei^ from the court of Denmark no fo- 
reigners were prefented to them. They were 
only accompanied by a Ruffian lady, and a 
prieft and his wife. From. their ignorance of 
any language but the Ruffian, and their inabi- 
lity to converfe with inoft of thofe who were 
placed about •them, an their firft arrival at Hor- 
fens they appeared even to regret their prifon at 
Kolmogori. But they were foon reconciled, and 
became quite delighted with the change in their 
fituation. 

m 

s 

• I received thefe particulars from count Often himfelf, whom I 
•TOCt at Copenhagen* 

VOL, III. G ' They 
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They are ftill a kind of ftate prifohers, thougti^ 
in comparifon with their former fituation, they 
thay be faid to enjoy perfed liberty. They never 
go out without attendants, and hare pot yet 
been permitted to vifit any family in the town. 
The gate» of their boufe or palace, z& it is called, 
are carefully clofed in winter at ten, and in fum- 
iner at eleven. They amnfe tHemfelves with 
reading, playing at billiards, cards, riding, and 
Walking ; they walk much about the town^ and 
in the environs, and drive out in carriages. The 
princes often ride, particularly Alex^y, who is 
fond of that ^xercife, and is faid to be expert 
They not unfrequently pay vifits in the country, 
and dine withtlie neighbouring families. 

The names of thefe defcendants of ;|the impe- 
rial family, are, Catharine, born July-26, 1741, 
Peter, born March si, 1745, Alexfey, born 
March 7, 1746, of whom Anne died in child- 
bed. Tim prince is fince dead. Elfzabfeth, 
tiie youngeft fiftcr, was a woman of high fpirit 
and elegant manners. On being releafed, ihe 
wrote a letter of thanks to tlie emprefs, fo 
y^cW exprefled, as to excite admiration. Her 
father is ^ faid to have inftrufted het; but ih^ 
likewife obtained confiderable information from 
feveral officers who were her guards, and whom 
flie eonciliated by her (Captivating manneiB^ 
pn her arrival at Hoi fens ilie poifeiied poT'- 

traits. 
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tuits of her father Jtnd mother, and had eveui 
<:ontrived to procure a rouble <rf her brother 
Ivan, ftruck in his ibort reign* She alone, of 
her brothers and fillers, could fpeak a little Ger- 
man^ and ferved a5 an interpreter between them 
and prijice Ferdinand of Bruufwick, who mpr* 
than oiiice vifited his nephews and nieces. She 
is reported to have died of chagrin; but, a3 far 
las I could colleft, her death was occafioned by 
a violent fever, which was foon attended with a' 
delirium, and hurried her to the grave on th^ 
fixteenth day of her illnefs. 

But though we wei'e unfuccefsful in our at- 
tempt to be prefented, we did not quit Horfens 
wHlH)ut feeing their perfons; as on the day af- 
t<er our arrival there was ^ great fair, and many 
people were aifembled in the market-place, th^ 
priiices frequently appeared at the windows of 
their palace. The princefs feemed pale and thin, 
the princes were about the middle fize, fair com- 
plexioned, with ftrong features, light haii", and 
isxpr^ve eyes. 

M I beheld thefe a^uguft deftendauit^ <rf th* 
tzar Iviap, I fete extreme fatisfa^ion, inreflefiting- 
that they were enlarged from the precinfts of a 
Huflian prifon; and admired the humanity and 
magnanimity of Catharine the Second, who, 
above the fufpicions of ftate-jealoufy, releafe4 
froiii n long ppufinement perfo?is whofe parents 

o fi had, 
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had died ia\prifon, whofe brother had once filled 
the Ruffian throne, •^nd clofed his unfortunate 
life by the hand of violence. 

Having had frequent occafion to mention 
count Munic, I fliall here throw together a few 
anecdotes of that extraordinaiy mati, >^'ho en- 
joyed the favour of five fovereigns, who at- 
tained, at one period of his life, the higheft ho- 
nours, and at another was doomed to a* rigorous 
confinement of tv/enty years, M^hich he fuftairied 
with an unbroken fpirit*. 

Count Burchard Chriftopher Munic, fon of a 
Danifli officer, was bom at Ne'w-Huntorf, itithe 
county of Oldenburgh^ on the 9th of May, 1 68S. 
He received an excellent education, and, in the ♦ 
1 7th year of his age, entered into the fetvice of 
the Landgrave of Heffis-Darmftadt, who, on ac- 
count of his knowledge in tallies, conferred 
on him the rank of captain. HeTerved his firft 
campaign in 1701, when the emperor JofeplV 
commanded againft the French; and was pre- 
fent at the fiege of Landaw. In 1705 he was 
.employed as a major by, th6 Landgrave of 
Heffe-Caflel; and improved himfelf in the art 

' . ♦ I have chiefly extrafted tliis account from the Life of CouBrtj,- 
Munic,' by Bufching, who was. intimately acquainted with him; J 
have been enabled to add a few anecdotes, which I obtained from 
unqueftionable authority. See Lebens Gefchichte Burchard' Chrf- 
ftophs von Muenidh; In Buf. Hilt Mag. III. p. 389 to. 5 36. 
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pf war under the duke of Marlborough and 
prince. Eugene. He diftiuguifhed himfelf for his 
cool intrepidity in feveral engagements arid 
fieges, and particularly at the battle . pf' Malplar 
quet, when, in recoippence for his bravery, he 
was made lieutenant-colonel. Beings in 1712, 
dangeroufly wounded, at the 'battle of Denain^ 
he was taken prifoner bytl^e French, and loon 
sfter his.releafe,;in the /cnfuing year, r^ifed to 
the command of a regiment; 

In 1716 he quitted the Heffian, and entered 
the Poliih fervice, under. ./Vuguftus ^ II. and was 
foon promoted\to the rank of major-general ; 
but, in 1721, being infulted by count Flemings 
. the king's fa\^urite, he went into Ruffia, and 
was received in the moft honourable manner by 
Pefter. - Being charged by that great? monarch 
with the execution of feveral important trufts, 
both civil and military, he lucceffively filled the 
lligheft pofts in the army and ftate. He was cre- 
ated marlhal by the emprefs Anne, and placed 
at the head of the war department; he obtained 
the command of the army againft the Turks, 
and proved his military talents by his fuccefles 
in the campaigns of 1737 and ,1738. 

Soon after the death of the emprefs, h^ ad- 
vifed, planned, and executed the arrsift of Bii>en, 
j^^nd was rewarded by the regent Anne Avith the 
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office of prime tninifter. But as he was difcon*. 
tented at not being appointed generaliffimo, and 
^s his power and ambition gave umbrage to the 
court, he requefted perroiflion to refign his em- 
ployments, atid was aftoniflied at the readinefi 
with which his requeft was granted. InflEead of 
repairing to the Pruifian court, to which he waal 
ftrongly* invited, he imprudently remained ill 
tluflia, flattering himfelf with the hopes of be- 
ing re-inftat^d in his former dignity, and waiJ 
arretted on the 6th of December, 1741, by or- 
der of Elizabeth. The oftenfible realbn of his 
dlfgrace was, that he had perfuadeid the emprefs 
Anne to nominate Ivan her fucceffot ; but the 
real caufe, as I was informed by a perfon of ve-» 
racity, who received it from count Munic him-- 
felf, was that, by ordex of that emprefs, he ha<i 
taken into cuftody otie of Elizabeth's favou* 
rites. 

Munic was brought before a committee ap- 
pointed tb examine the ftate-prifoners. Being 
fatigued with repeated queftions, and perceiving 
the deteritiination of his judges to find him 
guilty, he faid to them, " Di|5late the anfwers 
which you wifh me to make, and I will fign 
them." The judges immediately wrote down a 
confeffion of fevefal charges, which being fub- 
fcribed by Munic, his mock-trial Was concluded. 

Being 
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Being thus convi6ted of high treafon, he \vz.% 
condemned to be quartered; but his fentenca 
was changed by Elizabeth to perpetual iniprifon* 
meat. For the fpace of twenty years, he wa$ 
confined at Pelim in Siberia, in an oftrog, pr 
prifon, of which, according to Manftein, he had 
faimfelf drawn the plan, for the reception of 
Biren. It was an area enclofed with high pali* 
fadoes, about 170 feet fquare; within which was 
a wooden houfe, inhabited by himfelf, his wife, 
and a few fervants, and a fmall garden, which 
he cultivated with his own bands. He received 
a daily allowance of 1^^* for the maintenance 
of himfelf, his wife, and domeflics; which little 
pittance he increafed by. keeping cows, and feU 
ling part of their milk, and by occaiiohally in-r 
ftrufting youth in geometry and engineering. 
He behaved, during his long confinement, with . 
the utmoil refignation, tranquillity, and even 
cheerfulneis. He was accuftomed every day at. 
dinner to drink to his wife, " a happy return to 
Petcrflburgh." He had prayers twice a day, 
from eleveti to twelve in the morning, and from 
fix to feven in the evening ; they were read ixk 
the German tongue by his chaplain Martens^ 
who dying in 1 749, the count himfelf aft;erwards 
performed the fervicCr -Befide the culture of his 
garden, and the hours he pafled in giving in* 
(liri^dion, lie found fufficient leifure for compofr 

e 4 io? 
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ing hymns; for tranflating federal pfalnis and 
prayers into Gennan verfe; and for writing a 
treatife on the art of war, which he propofed, 
if releafed from his confinement, to prefent to the 
king of Pruflia. In the lall year of his inipri- 
fonment, a centinel informing againft Munic^s 
fervants for fupplying him with pens and paper, 
the count, in order to prevent difcovery, was 
obliged to deftroy all his writings, the amufe^ 
ment and labour of fo many folitar v. years. 

He had always fupported himfeif with the ex- 
pe6tatiom of recovering his liberty at the acceffi'on 
of Peter the Third ; but he was no fooner inforrur 
ed of that event, than, with the agitation natural 
to a perfon in his ftate, he began tQ dread that- his 
expeftation was ill-founded. Hefuffered, during 
feveral weeks, the moft alarming' anxiety, perpe- 
tually flu6luated between hope and fear, and often 
declared that thefe few weeks appeared to him 
much longer than all the former years of his con* 
finement. At length, on the morniiig, of the 
1 ith 6f February, 1762, the long-cxpefted nief- 
feiiger arrived from Peterfburgh with the order 
for his relcafe. Munic, who happened to be en- 
gaged in his prayers, did not perceive him, and 
his wife made figns to the meffenger not to dif- 
turb her huftand. Being informed of his re- 
call, he was fo affe6ied as to faint away : but foon 
recovering, he fell down upon his knees, and, in 

the 
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the nipft fervent manner, 'Offered iip his thanks 
for this change in his fituation. On the 19th 
he departed from Peiim,.and, onivthe 9,4th of 
March, arrived at Peteritmrgh, in the fame flieepi- 
fkin drefs \^MGh he had^^ornin his.prifon, >.On 
the 8-1 ft he was admitted-^o an Audience by thie 
emperor*: Peter, after hanging, roiind his neck 
the orderof,St. Andrew;iatidi*dftoyif]ig/hiin.1^^^ his 
antierit Ipankyfaid to hian;^l*^I IWf^ItdMitiyour 
advanced -aj^eTvill ftill .permit yb\i:lD.'fQrve me^ 
— " Since your majefty," replied the count at 
the conclufion of a long fpeech, " has raifed me 
from darknefs into light, and recalled me from 
Siberia tp-proftrate my felf before your throne, I 

* An account of his firft appearance at court i& contained in a 
Jetter from Mr. Keith to the earl of Bute, dated, April 2/13/1762. 

" Marfhal Munic was prefented to the emperor lafl Sunday morn- 
ing, and in the evening the duke of Courland and he appeaced to- 
gether at court with their ribbands, and were both treated by his 
Imperial majefty with great marks of dillin£lion. It was really an 
affefting fcene, to fee thofe two refpeftable pcrfons, after having 
furvived fo long a courfe of misfortunes, appear again, at their age, 
at a court where they had formerly made fo great a figure, and to 
fee them, that beirfg their firft interview, converfe together with 
, great civility, and without any appearance o£ that animofity and 
jealoufy, which had drawn all their unhappinefs upon them: The 
duke of Courland's two fons are both made major-generaJs, and 
count Munic is declared firft veldt marihal, prince George of Hol- 
ftein having, in a very han4foine manner, quitted the /at to him- 
The emperor, to compliment him, gave for the Parole that even- 
ing, Fhfele premier veUt marjbal de Rujpe. The duke of Courland 
is in the 72d year of his age>and count Munic in the jg'&i of his. 

fliall 
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ihall always be moil willing to expofe my life in 
your fervice. Neither a long baniilimenl from 
the throne of majefty, nor the climate of Siberia^ 
have been able to damp, in the fmallefl degree, 
that fire which formerly ihone with fuch luilre 
&>r the interefis of the Ruflian empire, and the 
glory of its fovereign." 

Munic enjoyed the favour and protection of 
peter and Catharine, and died on the J6th (^ 
DAoh«]^ 1 767, in the Mtb year of his age» 



1 
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Jmpoftors who aiTumed the name of Peter the Third, particularljt 
Ptigatchef^— His origin and hiftory.— State of the^KufRan fefia-f 
ries, and tl^e mutiny of the (^oflkct of Vaitik favour his re- 
beUion.-<-He afTumeai the chanter of tastier thp '^Thlnl.-^Col-' 
k&8 an irregular army. — His prOgrcfs.— l^arbarity.— Weakiwfi 
and ill -conduft.— Repeated defeats, and efcapes, fubfequent ap- 
pcaratide* — Finally routed. — Betrayed, by his adherents,^— Exe- 
cuted at Mofcow. 



A LTHOUGH the body of Pet*r III. waA 
-^^" expofed to public view iti the convent of 
Alexander Nevfki ; yet feveral impoftors ftarted 
tip in the diftant regions of the Ruffian empire, 
and paffed for that unfortunate monarch. 

The firft was a ihoe-nntaker of Voronetz, who 
appeared under the name of Pfeter, a few years 
I before the rebellion of Pugatchef ; but he was 
fooii taken and executed.' 

» 

The fec6nd was a deferter from the regiment of 
Orlof : his name was Tchernichef, and he rofe in 
1770, in the fmall village of Kopenka on the 
frontiers of Crim Tartary, as a corps of troops 
was marching through thit place. Some dif- 
fenting priefts, having fuborned a number of 
followers, raifed him upon the altar of the churchji 
and Were preparing .to acknowledge him; but 
i ' the 
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the colonel of the regiment repairing to the 
church at the head of aftrong guard, took him 
from the altar, and led^him.tQ immediate execu- 
tion. 

A third was a peafant belonging to the Vo- 
rontzof fatniiy, who defertirig from his village/ 
fogaged a§ a comnjon Coflac among thofe who 
are fettled upon the Volga at Dubofka,' A body 
of thefe Coffacs marching in the fpring of 1772 
from Tzaritzin. to join the Ruffian army, he af- 
fembled them in a fmallpoft-houlie,-fitu&ted in 
the lonely defart between the Don ana the 
Volga, and • declared' himfelf Peter the Third. 
Having perfuacted: them to falute.him eii)peror, 
and take the oath of allegiance; he appointed fe-r 
veral officers of ft^-tc. i A few hours after thii^ 
tranfaftidn, the .comniander of the troop unexr 
pediedly ^i^rjvipg, confounded the foldiers by his 
prefence, fejz^ the impoftor by the hair, and 
with the affiftance of the aftonifl^ed Coffacs, 
bound and conduced him a prifaner to Tzaiit-? 
zin. During his trial the inhabitants, excited by 
falfe reports of his followers, rpfe in his favour, 
and were not without great difficulty difperfed 
by the' commander colonel Zipletof. The im- 
poftor being conveyed to an ifland of the Volga, 
was knooted to death. 

About the fame time a malcfador, who had 
been tranfjported to Irkutfk, made a fimilar at-. 

tempt;^ 
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temj>t, and even gained dver an officer who had 
a penfion from the crown ; but his fecret being 
difcovered, he was alfo put to death. 

Yemelka Pugatchef narrowly efcaped the 
fame fate at his firft appearance. This extraor- 
dinarj'^ man, fon of the CoiTac Ivan Pugatchef, 
was born at Simoveifk, a village ontheDpn; 
He was a common Coffac in the war againft the 
king of Pruffia, antl feiVed like\<^ife during th^ 
campaign of 1769 againft the Turks. He' was 
at the fiege of Bender; and on the furrender of 
the town, demanded his difmiffion, which bein^ 
refufed, he deferted and fled into Poland: he 
was there concealed by fome hermits of the 
Greek religion, and afterwards fupported himfelf 
by begging alms in the • town of Dubranka* 
From thence he repaired to the colonies in Little 
Ruffia, and continued among the fe6lariesj wha 
are there eftabliftied in great numbers; but ap-* 
prehenfive of difcovery, he went to the principal 
fettlement of the Goflacs of the river Yaik *, 
ari4 perfuaded feveral to 'accompany him to Ku-» 
ban. Being arrefted at Malekof ka for treafon- 
able.converfation, he was fent for trial to Gafan j 
xi^here the indolence of the governor, and the 
delays in bringing him to juftice, gave him an 



. » /■• 



* In order td extmguifh all r6ijie;nbrance of tl^s rebeUion, the 
river Yaik is now called tJral, Yaitlk, Uralik, and the Coflkcs of 
Jhc ^ Yaik, the Uralian CoiTacj. 

-» opportunity 
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opportunity of efqaping with a prieft, who pri-» 
vately furniftied him with money for intOKicat* 
ing the centiiisels. He theo went down the 
Volga, and up the river Irghifi into the defert ; 
and not long afterwards appeared under the cha- 
rafter of Peter, .at the head of numerous infar' 
gents. The peculiar circumftances which feryed 
to favour hifi cnteiprize were derived from th^ 
religious prejudidee of the Ruffian diffenters, 
imd the^ mutin^y of the Coflacs of the Yaik. 

The Ruffian diffentei», called by the eftablifh- 
ed church Rojkolnfki or feparatifts, diftinguiili 
themfelves by the name of Starffoerjki^ or old 
l>elievers. Thefe fedaries have been frequently 
perfecuted, particularly under Peter I^ who com* 
pelled them to pay double taxes, and wear n 
badge of diftinftion- PeVfecution, however^ 
only tended to iccreafe their numbers; and they 
arie i^ill numerous in Siberia, and among the 
Coflacsr in the government of Orenburgh, where 
the rebellion of Pugatchef iarft broke out. They 
confider the fcarvice of the ^ eftaA>Iillicd cbuf ch as 
profane and facrilegious ; they have their own 
priefts and ceremonies ; and Pugatchef artfully 
nvailed himfelf x>f their religiaus opinioofi, which 
he profeffed to rfpoufe and protefil. 

The mutiny of a large body of Coffacs ope- 
rated no Icfs in favour of Pugatchef. The Cofr 
facs of the Yaik^ defcended ixom thofe of the 
^ Don, 
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Doct are a valiajit race, enthufiafts for the aa^ 
tient ritual, and priziDg their beards almoft eq^ 
to their Jives; they arc rich from their confider^' 
able fiflieries of fturgeons; they have alfo ac- 
quired a fpirit of independeiice by being fitu- 
ated in a d^^ between the Cahnucs and tlic 
Kii^hefe, who are continuaHy at variance with 
^adi other^ wid often with the Coflacs them- 
felves. Daring the war with \hc Turks in 177 1, 
fome recruits were required of thefe Coilacs for 
a corps of hufiais; their beaids were ordered t# 
be ihaven ; and as they oppoiad this infringe* 
ment of their liberties, major-general Trauben- 
berg, a Livonian officer, who was fent at the 
head of a few foldiers to Yaitik to quell the tu« 
mult, imprudently commanded th^ recruits t0 
be publicly ihaven in the midik of the towou 
The inhabitants, irritated by this wanton in* 
fiilt, rofe in arms, wounded feveral oflScers, maf- 
faered the general and the chief of the Coflacs^ 
and broke into open rebelli<Mi. In fpring, gi^ 
neral Freyman forced Yattfk, captui^d fevenJl 
ringleaders of the mutiny, and garrifoned part 
of his troops in the town. Many off the rebeb 
made their efcatpe, and, retiring into the defert^ 
cbicfly rdforted to themarfliy grounds aJbout the 
^ake Kamyfli-Samara; where they dedyed a fiib* 
fiftence from filhing, and ihooting wild boarsy 
and were fopplied by their relations with bcead 

and 
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atid provifions. By thefe means this/ defperate 
troop fuppbrted themfelves during the fpace of 
two years ; until Pugatchef made his appearance 
among them. 

On his efcapfe from prifon, Pugatchef went fe- 
cretly to Yaitfk about the middle of Auguft, 
1773 ; where he gained over a number of fol- 
lowers among the people, who were enraged 
againft the garrifon, and had lliewn a ftrong dif- 
pofition to revolt, when a report was circu- 
lated that a new emperor was coming amongft 
them ; a report probably occafioned by the firft 
appearance of Pugatchef in thefe parts. Ob- 
taining,'at Yaitflc, intelligence of the late muti- 
ny, he followed the deferters ; and having, in 
October, found a large body employed in fiflxing, 
informed them that he was the emperor, and 
had made his efcape from prifon, where perfons 
were fuborned to affaffinate him ; he added, tliaj; 
the rumour of his death was onlv a fiftion in- 
vented by the court, and that he now threw 
himfelf under their proteelion. * . 

Pugatchef did not bear the fmalleft refem 
biaAce to Peter ; but founded his hopes of gain- 
ing belief on the diftance from the capitalj on the 
ignorance df the people, on their aftual infurrec- 
tion, and, above all, on their attachment to^heir 
religious^rejudices. , Few arguments being ne- 
.^cffary to win over thefe Coffacs^ already in a 

ftate 
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Hate of rebelliotk, they unanimouily faluted liiin 
emperor, an^ oifered to iacrifice their lives in hit 
defence. With theie, and other bodies of Cof* 
faca, whom he found equally inclined to follow 
his ftandard, he made his iirft expedition to the 
new Poli/h colonies lately eftabliihed on the 
river Irghis; where he g^ve no proof of liis fubfe* 
quent barbarity, delpoiling the inhabitants of 
nothing but arms and horfes. He then prefent^ 
ed himfelf before Yaitfk ; and after ineffedually 
fummoning the governor to furrender, gave or* 
ders fqr an immediate affault Being repulfed^ 
by the intrepidity of the garrifon, he blockaded 
the place with a view of reducing it by famhie ; 
but his attempt was fruftrated by the refolution 
of the governor Rendfdorf, and the incfediUe 
j)erfeverance of the garrifon, who refufed to ca* 
pitulate, although they were fo far ftreightened 
for want of pro vifions, as not only to eat their 
horfes, but even to feed upon leather. Tliis ob«> 
itinate refiftance prQtra£ied the fiege^ until Yaitik 
was relieved. 

' Pugatchefy baffled in this enterpriser was more 
juccefifiil in his future operations: he led his 
followers againft the Cofiac colonies of Ilets^ 
affiuilted and carried, without oppofition, the 
fortreffes of Ilafypnaya and Ofemaya^ attacked 
Tatifdieva, where he met with greater refi^mce ; 
but as the fortifioations were only of wood; he 
VOL. iit, H fet 



iet fire to them, and fort etl the^'place. A body 
t)f troops fent agaitift hiin frbni Ofehbtirg,' uriclet 
T?6ionel Bulof, partly through Avealcnefs, and part- 
ly through miiconduft, Vas* ovetpovi^efed: '*' Ano- 
ther corps, who, m ofi-dW to join 'the former, 
toarched from Slmbirfk up the? Samara,;uifide'r 
the command of colonel Tchernichef, arrived to6 
?ite. Deceived by parties of Pugatdief*s' fol- 
lowers, thev were drawn into the defiles near 
Tchernoretchiti'ffc, and fo firddenly befet, thai 
they were incapable of making refinance. Ifi 
'iill thefe a^liiqte, the officers who fell into' Pu^at- 
^ef's hands, wei-e indiifcri'minately malfacred ; 
iiifd'lhe conimoti foldiers wcire leither made pri-^ 
^dhers, or joined the rebels. " liis army bding 
ki:6nfiderably augmented by thefe fuccefles, he 
ventured to befiege Orenbui'g,'\\il'ere thfe govep- 
nor had not force fiifficient to defehcl the forG^fif- 

. • r • * 

'^rations'; Stiid the town w ould have beerf inevtta- 

"bly taken, Kad not the ganilfcn ' of Krafnogdrlk 

thrown thtntiHves into the place by forcing th«ir 

way through the befiegers. ^ < 

' ' Tlie report of Pugatchef's progrefs being 'dif- 

• ' , . . " ' "^ > 

^-feminated, the fiafchkirs; a people imfettled Urt- 
««er*thri Euffian' government, declared^ for the 
^%ip6fior, dttd joined him'intej^e bodies: theb 
* example was followed by many Ruffian colonifts,, 
'particularly hy the peafants' employed* ih the 
'-'' -- - • minfi* 
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tnines and'founderies of the Uralian mountains*. 
I'hefe forces he either employed in the liege of 
Orenburg, before which town he fpent part of the 
winter in a6is of wantonnefs, drunkennefs, and 
cruelty, or fent them to collect money from the 
foundei:ieS; and to caft copper guns, and balls. 
This winter he received a powerful reinforcement 
by the junftion of 1 1,0D0 Calmuc horfe from the 
neighbourhood of Stauropol, who revolted and 
killed their commander, brigadier Veghezak. 
Strengthened by thefe acceflions, his troops rov- 
ed over the whole mountainous diftrid of Oren- 
burg, where only the fmall town of Upha made 
the leaft refiftance. He was even advancing to 
Catharinenburgh, where he would have found 
copper coin to the value of ;^.200,000 ; but a de- 
lay, occafioned by a falfe report that a fuperior 
force was marching againft him, fortunately af- 
forded time to col]e€l the foldiers ftationed on 
the Siberian frontiers, and cover the place. 

The people were fo greatly attached to the 
caufe of Pugatchef, that he never wanted provi- 
iio&s or forage. Colonel Michaelfori, to whofe 
ipirit and aftivity the defeait pf Pugatchef was 
principally owing, Suddenly entering a large vil- 
lage at the head of his corps,, the intjabitants, 
taking him for the impoftor, . flacked about 
his fiandard; and exclaimed, ".WcJ have long 
cxpe6led your majefty's prefence as that of a 

* The Uralian mountains abound in copper mines. 

H a god !" 
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god * ! " The colonel obfcrved before each houfe 
a table li)read with breftd, to ilk, honey, and other 
provifions, for the purJ)ofe of regaling the fol- 
lowers of PugAtchef, which were unwillingly re- 
' figned to the imperial ti*oops. 

At firft Pugatchef afFefted the appearance of 
uncommon fanftity : he frequently wore the epif- 
• copail^drefs, gave benediAions to the people, re- 
nounced all ambitious views for himfelf, and ex- 
preiTed a refolution that, as foon as he hadraife^ 
his fon the great-duke to the thron^e, he would 
again retire into the monaftery, in which he had 
found an afylum. He was alfo a6iive and enter- 
prifing, eager to fignaliM his arms, and ready to 
Teize every advantage which the fituation of the 
enemy prefented ; but incapable of fupporting 
' with equanimity his rapid fuccelTes, he began to 
^ * confider all further diflimulation as unneceflary ; 
and his natural temper broke out into the moft 
unwarrantable exceffes. He mafTacred, with the 
moft favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles 
who were brought before him ; and openly avow- 
ing an intention of exterminating the whole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. 
His conduct was as imprudent as it was barba- 
rous. Though s^lready married to Sophia, the 
daughter of a Coflac, by whom he had three 
children, he efpoufed a conunon woman of 

• Thit aiitc4ote I had from colond Mlchadibn himfelfr 

Yaitflc 
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Yaitik, delayed his march againft the enemy for 
the celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited . 
continued fcenes of intoxication and riot. 

He was fupported by no perfons of rank or 
confequencc; but, to impofe'upon his army, 
fome of his moft confidential adherents aflumed 
the names of the principal Ruffian nobles, and 
wore the orders of knighthood. By a fignal to 
his attendants, he ordered all the German officers 
who were brought into his prefence, to be maf- 
facr^d, in order to prevent his ignorance o"f 
their language from bping obfcrved by Ijis fol- 
lowei's. 

During thefe tranfaftions, general Bibikoi^ 
advancing at the head of a very confiderable ar- 
my, detached his major-general, prince Peter 
Galitzin,' againft the rebels, who furprifed Pii- 
gatchef with his whole force pear Tatifcheva, 
and worfted him fqp the firft * time. He was 
clofely purfued and overtaken by prince Galitzin 
near Kargula, upon the river Sakmara, about the 
diftance of twelve miles from Orenburg ; he 
was completely routed, his troops were difperfed, 

* This firft defeat of Pugatchef lilmfelf in perfon happened on 
tlie 23d of March, but on the 2id, colonel Michaelibn, with only 
1,000 troops and fix cannon, had routed his general, who called 
himfelf colonel Tchemichef, at the head o£ 16,000 men, and took 
42 cannon and eight mortars. Pugatchef offered a rewarfl of 
Ipo,ooo roubles for the head of colonel Michaelfon. 

H 3 and 



102 TRAVELS IN EUSSIA. B. 5. 

> 

and he himfelf, with a few followers, narrowly 
efcaped into the Uralian mountains. Notwith-- 
Handing this difcomfiture, life coUefted his fcat- 
iered men, and foon re*appeared with a formida* 
ble force on the Eaft fide of the mountains. He 
carried feveral fmall fortreiJes, and burnt Troitzk ; 
but being attacked by lieutenant-general do 
Colm, was obliged to retreat a fecond time inta 
the mountains. * 

• 

Rendered defperate'by thefe repeated defeats/ 
and defirous of again fignalizing his arms by 
fome brilliant exploit, he fuddenly direfted his 
march towards Cafan, committing in his pr6^ 
grefs the mod dreadful devaftations. Having 
burnt the fuburbs, he laid fiege to the citadel^ 
whither major-general Paul Potemkin the go- 
vernor, and all his attendants, had retired^ 
Forced to raife the fiege, by the approach of co» 
lonel Michaelfon, at the head of only 1,260 
troops, he was routed near Cafan, after feveral 
obftinate engagements, which continued with 
little interruption during three days. In thefe 
engagements 6,000 were taken prifoners, and fq 
many killed, that the peafants employed fix days 
in burying the dead ; and Pugatphef, accompa- 
nied only by three hundred well-armed Coflacs 
of Yaitfk, who were the moft defperate rebels^ 
fled acrofs the Vplga. But he was afterwards 
joined by large bodies of Coffacs and Balhkirs j 

while 
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v^h^Qill-^jirm^dipeafantB' flocked .to hh ftandard 
fmm confiderabld diftances. In tlmniamier,tl!>e 
iiBj)oft9r feemed to gain ftrcngth from his. lolfcs,; 
and df»;iyed fuch, delufiy,e hopes fjrom the nam* 
h^Ji of ^his^ troqp% . jyhicjii pccafiqn^Jly amount^ 
to. 7,Q,aop/men, tljat lie €y)^i\ f ovi^fi^ .^tjie refpliij 
tlf>p-c^ proceedyig. to IVIpfcow, . w)wr^^cme| pfi hi j 
^Hiij[raTkg.h^ ra^jbd a i^int-of feriit|Q)?» ampsigf 
jthp-^cpqamon p^eopte. ^. Siiti.apprpliejjfij}e^,kft, ag 
peiace^Aj^^aA^rpncluded with the Turfed, ,p/Vrt pf.tl^e 
fi^my on thje Danube migjit be.empWj^rt .^g^i^^ 
|iifn,- he 'changed his plan of oper^twpsv }' ; ' ' 
, He raafched down the Volga> Tpvitg^ at I)uf 
jbpf ka /a. party ufider the C9muvan4 . pf-: Ba^-oji 
I)i^, fto^TXied Penfa and 'Saratpf, . ?]^:hQi'?.-the gO;- 
^er^pr, efcaped^nly with ^ fifty foldift^'^ p^^inoj^ 
ppff^ffion of Demitrefik by treacheufy, ;and exe- 
ip(^|ed the coi|>mander. Near thftt^forti^efs, th^ 
a^roiion^ ^ewitz, who w^ employed; in levels 
JiRg,jdi€::proje6led canal bet^veen tlje. I^pn and 
Volgai vwn* murdered iti a mpft inliu^ian: m?inr 
i^er. In this inftt^ncej infult was added tx) cruel- 
ty};<bQing [informed that he ^as an aftf Qnome% 
Pugajtchef wantonly ordered hian. to ]^ Jrqijsfix- 
^ . ulxon pikes, and ivaifed ' in tJhe: air,, that he 
might bp nearer the ft^rs ; ancl in that Ifitwatijou 
prdered hipti to be maflacred, . ,. ; ,, 

But the enormitiea of .tljiiJ monfter , were fodn 
cjofqd by: a fate ^hich.lie had loiig^' idefcry^d. 

H 4 , \ The 
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The courti no longer embarrailbd with ^ Turk* 
iih war, was able to turn its whole attention to^ 
wards eruihing this diftant rebellion ; and count 
Peter Fanin, who had diftinguiihed him&lf by 
the capture of Benderi was fent againft the im* 
poftof. Panin moving towards the Volga, de* 
tached feyeral troops %a the afliiHtice of co* 
lonel Michaelfon, who compelled Pugatcji^ to 
raife the fiege of Tzaritzin, drove him towa^ 
Tchemoyarlk, cut off his provifions, and finally 
attacked him unawares as he was marching with 
his half-ftafve4 multitude, embarrafled with a 
large train of loaded carriages ^nd womep. The 
rebel apny, furpri?5ed in a defile between ^wo 
ridges of mountains, which run towards the Ypl* 
ga, was entirely routed ; miny * were cut to 
pieces ; more, endeavouring to efcape, were forct 
ed down the fteep precipices with their horfes 
Itnd carriages, and the greater part of the re* 
mainder furrendered at difcretion, Pugatchef, 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped^ 
with a few of his principal follower's, byfwim- 
fny^g aprofe the Volga, and retired through the 
defert towards tl)^ rivei Ufem. where he began, 
his expedition. Here he was gradually defert- 
td by his followers^ who were worn out with 
jnifery and hunger, find was at lad betrayed by 
Chofe in whom he placed the greateft confidence. 
Tvogbrof, fi Coflac of Iletz, and Tchumakef and 

Fidulef, 
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Fidttlef, Coffacs of Yaitflc, were iaduced by the, 
promife of a pardon to betray him. One of them 
reprefented to the impofior^ that furrounded m 
he was by the enemy, he could entertain no 
hopes of fafety ; and adviled him to refign him- 
ielf into the hands of the Ruflians, on condition 
of pardon; Pugatchef, enraged at this propofal, 
drew hi^ dagge^^ aqd attempted to ftab the author 
of iiu;h dailardly advice ; but his companions 
inftantly di&rmed, <bouQd^ and condu&ed him 
prifonef to a, corps of troops pofted on the river 
Yaik wide^ jjie cgmpiand gf gejxeral Suvarof * 

'He 



^ This imi the celebrated general, who hsa^ fince been fq Juftiy 
^Htingttiihed for his military eiTploits. 

Alexander Vafilievitch Savarof| defended from a Swedtih ^unily 
ennobled in Ruflia» was bom in 1730^ and at the ageof twelve en^ 
rolled in die Ruflian army. He made his firft campjugn againft 
the ruffians In 1759^ became brigadier in 1768, and .£rftdiltin* 
jgnifhod h^mi^lf as a general againft the confederates in Poland* in 
1771^ when be obtained th(p 0)Kier of St. Alexander Neviki for his 
military fervices. 

Be aft e rward s fignalized himielf on furious occa&ms* too nu* 
m^us to be repented, anddofed hismitttaiy caiterby hisaftonifli- 
ing campaign ggainft the French in Italy* and his no lefs aftoniih- 
ing' retreat over the Alps of dwitxerland* 

Several accounts of his life and' chandler have been already^ 
j;)ven to the poblie ; and I am happy to have it in my power to 
iuld ^Mne authentic anecdotes of his diigrace and death. 

After the nnlbrtnnate battle of Zuric, Suvarof was feized irritfa 
n dangeroQS illnefs* probably occafioned by the violent iatigue he 
liad uoderyone in his paiiage through Switzerland. The news of 
iiis iadsfpofitioo Jliad 00 iooner reached ^erftt^igh* than a phyfi* 
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He wa* conveyed to -Yaitflc, a^deKve^-pd^tp 
/^^^t Faain atSimbirflc, who fefitlun, witjj^hifi 



» f . ! 



clan (Dr. Vifcbart) wa» difptched'tQ attend him^j-pFdcrs fp^^ ^ 
xctymwere at the fame time forwairdeH; arid it was fignified to 
^ini^ that apartments nfrc prepared in thepiakce ^ his reception* 
iuid^tbtt hO'W^ Ijq Irooqiy^ittie^ fiune hoapnjs ai^iAt^mg^iaX 

-Suvarof fufpedlijig the intention of the (emperor to fecede from 
%he alliance^ pleaded iH-hcfalth to remain kt'hiJ-poiflii'and repfcfeh^'' 
iBd» in hroog terAs; tl^ncte(ity of ah |mm«fti«!rilne-inirojip^9i)i, 
•Thefe peprefenta^n^ ;1) ^ccopded «vith the^p^^of ^Paul, who* had 
conceived a violent? difguft againft the HoUfe of Auftria. Orders 
"being* again* difpatchecU-to^Suvafof to retrfrn/he repeated' li« re- 
•fnonfbrances ; but at lengtli commenced his march, moving by 
ilow ftagesy and fixed his winter quarters in Bohemia. At laft a 
gc^urier from St. Peteiji^m-gh arrived with pofitiv.e commands to 
return to Ruflia without d^Iayj^^and acmiainted him, in terms 
ftrongl^ I3a?irking.tlie ■^^. difplfafure of the foyyeign, that the 
apartments deftin^d fojrhim m^jie palace were already difpofed t)f, 
and that l^a prefencc was not heceflary in the.capital.^ , . 

From this mcanent his intellefts were fenfibly.9ffe6i:ed. Not- 
withftandipg the. efforts of his phyfician,.he perfifled in travelling 
3nceilantJy>and on the days in A/v^hic.h his. fever,injtermitted, under- 
went fuch fatigue as thofe in health could not bear without in- 
convenience. -,., . -« . . f , 

At length .reaching Peterfburgh, he. was obliged, to take refiMp 
in a fmall houfe. fituated j^n an, obfcure quaiter of the town,iUMl 
belonging to a diftant relation, of the name. of Quaftof. Cta 
tlie night of lus arrival, according to the information of a perfon 
who£iw him,. his appearance was humiliating and a^dir^g} he w^s 
wan and emaciated, more reiembling.a corpfe than an animated be- 
ingi his intelle6b were diford€red> but his. uAderfta^iding .reined 
at intei-vals, and he occasionally recoUefted, and /poke affefUon^eJv 
to many of thoic who were pri^fent. 

The medicines which wer^ adiuiniilered, ^d the repofe whic^ 

' • ""^ he 
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principal affociates to Mofcow; where he ar-i 
Fived in the month of November 1774. On 

he enjoyed after Ihis fatiguing journey, roftofed his-facultieSy.:^id b» 
gave a proof of the fingularity of his difpofition, and the indepen- 
dence of his {firitj by the manner in which he received x'tndlage 
from the empemr Paul two days after hisarriva), fent his favburita 
and prime minift<*r count Raftofsin, (who }uid been formerly aftibalA 
jtem in his re^ment) to inquire after his health. He affe^edto 
disbelieve that Raftofsin was prime minifter, becaufe he appeki^d 
in the new military coftume, and when his qXiaUty was repefttidlji^ 
declared, at length pretended to apologize, and Hsdd he had miftAked 
him from his jadk-boots for an officer of the police* In thft 
courfe of the converfation, he fuddenly apoftrophil^ the mi-* 
tiifter by his chriftiaii name, and {aid, furely you were an under 
officer in my regiment. Raftofsin replying in the affirmative^ 
Suvarof* exclaimed, '* happy Ruffia! whole minifters are diawii 
from every ftation. Ift dther countries, indeed, the employments 
of ftate are filled by thofe who have been bf ed up in the details of 
office, and grown grey in the fervice. Biit Ruffia is abOVe' theft 
antiquated prejudices !'* 

A perfon whb vifited' him two days before his death, found Hftn 
totally childiih ; he amuftfd himfelf with giving away eftates which 
he did not pofiefs, as^ well as in making iihaginary gifts of Perfiah 
horfes, and rich furs, which thofe to whom he diftributed his 
Jargefles pretended to receive with great acknowledgments of hit 
liberality. 

In this melancholy ftate, he continued till the hour of his deatfl, 
which happened on the i8th of May. His body was laid m (bte in 
thehoufe where he died, and the room was fo fmall asfcarcely to ad* 
mit fufficient fpace fot the canopy, and for the numerous cufhiona 
on which his different orders of knighthood were placed. Alt ranks 
of people crowded to viflt his remains, and th^ enthu/laftic attaCh- 
nient of tlie Ruffians to their general was as great at this period, 
as in the midfl of his vi^orious career; not:^ithj(anding the difapr 
probation'of the foyereign* 

Tbf 
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his examination, he acknowledged all the cir- 
cumftances of his impofture, and was publicly 
beheaded in the city of Mofcow, on the 21 ft of 
January, His body was then quartered, and ex- 

pofed jn different places. 

• ■ 

The indignation of the emperor^ which had been ^ft excited by 
his Intter farcaims againft the new military fyftem» and his delays ia 
marcliing back his troops, was increafed by bis treatment of Kaftof-. 
£n, and furviied his deceaie. The funeral of Suyarof completed 
his lingular and unmerited diigrace : after having been honoured^ 
by every diltin6tion a fovereign could beftow, after being prayed 
for. in the chapel of the court, together with the imperial family. 
after being made a prince of the empife, and generalifiimp of all 
the forcesi a rank equal to that poflefled by the emperor hlmfelf, 
jnd after having conducted a brilliant and viftorious campaign, 
he was buried without common military honours. A few foK 
dkrs from a marching regiment attended the proceifion inftead 
of the battalions of guards, no artillery was allowed excepting 
ibme fmall pieces o£ cannon, which feemed to borlefque inftead 
€f adding dignity to the ceremony, and ^ven the capariibned 
iborle was forbidden to be ted* The populace felt and difplayed 
their indigm^n at this infulting and ftudieddifrefpe^ i but th^ 
vigilance of the poller obliged them to murmur in fecret, and Ui^a 
ihort time all ieemed to have been forgotten, excepting by tho6 
who were able to appreciate the merit of Suvarof* 

The reientment of the emperor did not confine itlelf to the 
remains of the deceaied hero, but extended to his hxoSXy. His fon^ 
who in confideiation of his father*s fenriees, had been fuddenly 
xaiM to the rank of major-genend, was totally deprived of his 
militaiy charaifter, and reduced to the poft of chamberlain, which 
he held before his elevation, and his niarriage with the daughter 
of the duke of Courland was broken oif, by the interference of 
the court. 

It appears from recent accounts, that the emperor Alexander 
)ias attempted to compeniate for the negleft of Paul, by eroding 
the ftattlc of Suvarof in the imperial garden at P^terjbijrgh. 

Nothing 
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Nothing can place the humanity of the em- 
prefs in a ilronger light, than that, at the con* 
clufion of a rebellion which almoft ihook her 
throne, the impoftor Pugatchef was not put to 
the torture * ; and that only he and four of hig 
principal confederates fuffered^death. 

^ When I vifited the priibn of Mofcow, I (aw feyeral horrid in* 
ftrumentSy which had been made to torture Pugatchef, but which^ 
by the empre&*t pofitive orden, were not ufed. L^ve(qiie, who 
M icldom miftaken^ is therefore wrong» in ailerting that he was 
lacked to death. ^Upirkd»fi^plk€dilarm:- Vol V. p. 143. 



\ 
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CHAP. 4. 

Defcription of th« knoot.— Penal kws of Ruflla — Abolition of caw 
pital punilhroeats by the edi£b of Elizabeth.-— Remarks oa 
that edi6^.—> Abolition of torture by the prefent cmprefs.— Her 
majefty^s anfwer to the author*6 queries oa priib0».— Outlines 
of the new regulations*-— Their excellence and beneficial ten- 
dency. 

ONE morning, as I ftrolled through the 
ftreets of Peterfburgh, near the market- 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on 
inquiring the caufe of this concourfe, was in- 
formed, that the multitude was aff^mbled to fee 
a felon, who had been convifted of murder, re- 
ceive the knoot. Although I naturally fhud- 
dered at the idea of being a fpe6lator of the 
agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity over- 
came my feelings. I penetrated through the 
croud, and afcended the roof of a wooden houfe; 
from whence I had a diftinft view of the dread- 
ful operation. The executioner held in his 
hand the knoot * : this inftrument is a hard 

thong, 

* The following are the exa6^ dimeniions and weight of aknoot^ 
which I procured in Ruflia, and which is now in my pofFeiEon. 

Length of the thong 2 feet; breadth of the top ^ of an inch ; at 

the bottom {.— Thicknefs J. — Length of the platted whip 2 feet.— 

*^ Circumference 



'thbti^, aboiit tHe tKkknefe of a^-fc*6Vlia)(i#d€^ 
aiid three qua¥t^r» of tn^'th&i bmadriill4»«te*t$ 
B. thick plaiteS^wihip, which' is t^oriHe^Sdaj-^by 
means of ah ifoh^ngj with' a fmalTpiece of lea- 

ther faftencd^o^- fliort Vbofdeh^aridfe/ * * 

» . • ... 

The Executioner/ befoFff every firek6, receded, 

and at th6 {am&time drew b«cE Ihe hand which 

• • • . • » , . • 

held' the knodt;' then, bounding 'forwards, he 
ftrucK the flat dnd of the thong on the' naked 
back of the criminal in a perpendicular line, 
teacfhirig fix or feven inches from the collai' to- 
Vatds the waift. He began with the right (houl^ 
"Hfer, and continued his llrofces parallel to each 
other quite fo the left' fliWlder; nor'ceef^d tiU 
Itehad infliiftedS33 laflies, the number ]&ifeftribeA 
hy the fentetice. At the eoncliifion of ihis tei^ 
tible operation, the noftrils of the criminal were 
torn With pincers, his face was* marked with $ hot 
iron, and he was re-condu6ted to prifon,' Jn^rder 
to t)e trahfported to the mines of Nepfliinfk in 
Siberia. • - ' 

As feveral authors have erroneoufly defcribed 

I ' . : :•• 

Citfumfeiwe'Of dStto^aii^ysl^^rl^i^^ ofjtherlng-i inch 
and |.-— Length of the leather fpring i inch and f.— ^Length of the 
liandle i.footzf inches.-— Length of the whoje 5 feet 5 inches and 
i.— -Weight II ounces. \ , ! 

The reader will judge of the great force which the fkilful exe- 
cutioner can give to this inftrument, when informed, that if he re- 
ceivea a private order, he can ctifpatch the criminal by ftrikinghira 
two or three blows upon the ribs. ^ ' 

•" the 
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the pimtihinent of the teoot^ 1 have been thus 
particular in relating what fell under my oUer-* 
V4ti0n ; and I iliall take this opportunity of malo 
ing a itfw remarks on th0 penal laws of Ruffia. 

By the antient fiatutes, felons* as well as tm* 
tors, were publicly executed; but by an edid; of 
Elizabeth, corporal penalties were, excq>t in 
Some cafes of high treafon, fubfiituted in; the 
room pf capital fentehces; a circumftance pe- 
culiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to tlie prefent penal laws, offenders 
arc puniilied in the following manner. Perfons 
convifted of high treafon ^xt either beheaded or 
imprifoned for life« Felonsi, after receiving the 
knoot, having their nofiriis torb and their facet 
jnaiked, are condemned for life to work in the 
mines of Neriliiuflc. Petty offenders are either 
whipped * , tranfported into Siberia as colomfi% 
or fentenced to hard labour for a dated period 
Among the colonifis are included peafants, who^ 
may be arbitrariljr^conligned by their mailers te 
baniihment t . 

All thefe perfons are tranfported in fpring and 
autumn from different parts of the Rnffian do-* 

* There are U&ree inftruincntt for whipping in Rnflla : the knoot^ 
the katzep and the plctt, both of which latter are a kind of cat-o** 
nine-tails. 

f Their mailers an empowered to inflifi tlus puaiflunent, onlf 
•flignin^ the otfenc6% 

minions^ 
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minions; They travel partly by watef and p^ly 
by land, are chained in pairs, and fafteiied to a 
long ropfe. When the whole troop arrived at 
Tobolfk, the governor affigns the colonifts who 
are verfed in handicraft trades^ to differi^nt maf- 
ters inxthe town; others he difpofes as vaflals'itt 
the neighbouring country. The ireniainder of 
the colonics proceed to Irkutfk, where they are 
diftributed by the governor in* the iame^annef* 
The felons are then conveyed to the diftrift of 
Nerfliinlk, where they are condemjned to work 
in the filver mines, or at the different forges. 

Travellers, who vifited Ruflia before the teisnt 
of Elizabeth, uniformly concurred in relating 
the various modes of public executions, and in 
reprobating^ the feverity of the criminal laws* 
But though we may join with every friend to 
humanity in rejoicing that many of thefe.dread"* 
fill punilhments no longer exift ; yet we cannot 
affent to the high encomiums paifed. on the fu- 
peripr excellence of the penal code fince the 
edift of Elizabeth, which is fuppofed to havcj 
totally annulled capital Condemnations* 

From this fuppreflion of capital puniihment in, 
all inftances exceptinjg treafon, Elizabeth ha4 
been reprefented, not only by the lively Voltaire, 
but even by the fagacious Blackftone^ , as a 

' pattern 

* Voltaire thus exprefles^ him{blf upQ» .this edi£l:.'' ^ Vlmpera^. 
irici Elizabeth a acbtvip par la clemencif Pouvra^i guejonpirt ^om^ 

. VOL. Ill, I . ^»f* 



patterii <5f legiflative cletmency. Though the 
4nfliciioQ of death for oflfences, which .ought not 

I ■« 

t ' : ■ . . ' 

men^M par hi lohc. Cette indulgence a iii menu fot^et k um ptnntg 

-^Hiiy sfohtt d^iiemph dam tbi/loirt d^imcunpeupU, Elk a 

fftwm^i ^ pepda^Jbnr^*i piffinne nifirait pMm de mtt., ^ a turn 

'Jd prome/Je^ Elle ift la pritniirefowveraine qui ait ainfi nfpeBila w 

Ties bommes. Les malfaTtdurs ont £te conjamnes aux mines aux 

" tmraiuc pttblicrf Iriiw cliatimens font devenus Utiles a Tetat } in- 

ftit«f;}oi^i^ii p&ol^s. 'bgb qu^.buttaiiie. ' Partout iiUeurs on ne £ut 

que tuer ua criHiinels avec appareil, fans avoir jamais emp^chedes 

crimes. La terreur de la mort fait moins d^impreilion pcut-ctre 

to- des ittcchantk 'J^our la plupart iain6ants, que la crainte tl'uftr 

chatimcQt io d'uh travul p^ible- qui renaiil^t feov^ les jours.*^ 

Hill..d« Ruine»p« i^. 

» Sir. William. Blackllone makes the following remark upon the 

iime prohibition. ••'•'> 

*' Wtt \h€ vaft territory of all'the Itu&s worfe rt groiattd under 
^ lace emprefs Elizabeth, than under her more fanguinarf prede- 
celFors? Is it now, under Catharine II. lefs civilized, lefs focial, 
fcfs fecure ? Andl yet <we an affun^, fiat neither oftbeje iiuftrious 
prineijpu bo/vty ibr^hjU ttiifi ^h$le aMnybrationy ii^&id thi.pt- 
naltj^ tf death } andf tliC Utter has,, ^pon full perfuafion of its being 
ufelefs, nay, even pernicious, given orders for aboUJbing it entire^ 
.throughout her extenfive dominions.*^ Commentaries, vol. IV. 

Aad hfttlff Ir'Eveftj^oe^ '^ £«» ^nds crimes ont C<>mmenc€ L 
devenir plus rares fous ce regne, t^perjpnm n^a ite puni d^mart*'* 
Hiil. de Ruflie, Tom. V. p. 92. 

^'' Voftave affigiis, as the grounds of fais <»)comiui^ on l^zabeth^ 
^^reffion ^f ^pital punUhment, two reafons : |. The permanent 
^ c^iaftifement which entails on the offender a long continuance oC 
hardlhips and'mifery, has a greater eiFe6b on the multitude, than the 
Aimmary pangs of death% 2.. The prefervation.of ihalefa^lali^ h 
fubferyient to pttblic onolument. i. On the firft reafon I flialV 
briefly remark, that the horror of diiTolution has been repeatedly 
. cbferved' in the generality of mankind' to preponderate beyond any 
Other terrors^ and if we cotild deviib a puoiibmexit xsL%r^ tenibte 
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to be capital, is too frequent in many countries ; 
yet Elizabeth's modification of the criminal 

laws 



than deatfay this new pmniihinenty in order to work its ^fit^ upon 
vulgar minds, ought to be infii^bed ^thin the reach of vulgar ob* 
fervation, and not in the remote region of Siberia* For can we 
iUppofe that the lower clafs of mankind, who are governed by their 
ienfes, receive any ftrong impreffion from the cafual report of 
fufferings endured at a great diAance ? 2. ^oltaire^s fecond reaibn 
for his appiaufe of Elizabeth's edift, namely, the profit which the 
community derives from the labour of a malefeftor whofe life ift 
^red, win hardly be allowed to hold good in regard to murderers s 
for if capital punifhments be really the moft edacious prevention 
of crimes, they will neceflarily form a ftronger bulwark round the 
lives of orderly citizens than any other penalties. The legiflator, 
d>erefore, who fubverts this fecurity with a view to the'emolumeht 
of the ftatc, adlually revives the old barbarous cuftom of weighing 
the life of man in a fcale againft pecuniary advantage, with this ma- 
terial difference, however, in favour of that barbarous cuftom, that 
the latter affigned the price of blood to the relations of the perfon 
whmft blood had been ihe^ an4 who h$d a more iftimediate claifh^ 
than the eommunity at large, on any. cempen&tion made hy the 
cinder. * 

Judge BiackHone intimates his doubts concerning the fuperiof 
efficacy of capital punifhments over other penalties in the (hape of 
a. query. Was the vaft territories, &c. But no reader can perhapi 
anfwer this quefiion in th& negative; nor could the fagacious aU" 
thor himfelf have anfwer^d it in the affirmative. For can it be de- 
cifively determined, except by a coUe^on and comparifon, during 
a long feries of years, of felonies refpeaiyely committed under |he 
two different modes of jurifprudence? and judge Biackftone does 
not pretend to have formed his theory on this ground. $ut after 
all-, this reafoning fuppofes a fadt which iu reality does no^exift, 
that no criminal has fufFered capitally fince the acceilion of Eliza- 
beth 5 the fallacy of which afTertion is, I flatter myfiWi abundantly 

* 
provedin the text. 

12' 1 tatered 
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laws IS perhaps no lefs exceptionable, in point of 
policy and expedience, than illufive, in regard to 
its fuppofed lenity. 

For Ihould we even erroneoufly imagine, with 
fome authors, that the edi6l has been literally 
obeyed, and that, during the fpace of forty years, 
not one criminal fuffered death throughout the 
vaft empire of Ruffia ; furely this lenity to the 
inoft atrocious crimes muft be confidered as ex- 
tremely injurious to fociety. As a denunciation 
of death is to the generality of mankind, the 
moil formidable prevention of crimes, the re- 
moval of this falutaiy terror withdraws a mate- 
rial fafegiiard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and diminiflies that fecurity 
which they have a right to claim from the pro- 
te6lion of the laws. 

' The moft benevolent perfon will probably en- 
tertain no extraordinaiy veneration for this boaft- 
ed abolition of capital puniihment, when he re- 
^t&s, that though the criminal laws of Ruflia do 
not literally fentence malefaftors to death, they 
ftill confign many to that doom through the me- 



I entered Ruilla fully prejudiced in favour of tbe notion, that no 
peribns were everpuniflied with death. , I was firft undeceived by 
i foreign gentleman,' to whom I addreffed the queftion. Whether 
there were any capital executions in RufHa ? ^ Malefa6iors, in* 
deed,** he returned, ^ are not beheaded or hanged ? but are not' 

tinfrequentlyJuiooted to death.** , 

» • 

• dium 
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dium of punifhments, in fome circumftanc^s, al- 
moft afluredly, if not profeflediy, fatal, which 
mock with the hopes of Hfe, but in reality protraft . 
the horrors of death, and embitter with delay an 
event which reafon and humanity wifh to be in- 
ilantaneous. For when we confidei^ that many 
felons expire under the infliftion, or from the 
confequences of the fcnoot ; that feveral are ex- 
haufied by the fatigue of .the long journey to 
Nerfhinfk * , and that the forlorn remnant perifli 
in general prematurely from the unwholefome- 
Befs of the mines, it will be difficult to view the 
doom of thefe unhappy outcafts in any other 
light than that of a lingering execution. In 
eifeft, fmce the promulgation of the edifi;, a year 
has never pafled in which many atrocious cri- 
minals, though legally condemned to other pe- 
nalties, have not fuffered death. And indeed, 
upon a general 'calculation, perhaps it will be 
found, that not^nthftanding the apparent mild- 
nefs of the penal code, not fewer maleftftors 
fufFer death in Ruffia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of punifhment is appointed 
by the laws. It is therefore evident, that ca- 
pital penalties are virtually retained, although - 
the chief utility refulting from the terror of 
4eath is conli^erably diminiihed, 

♦ 4776 railc* from. Peterfturgh. 

J 3 The 
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The panegyrifts of Elizabeth would have en- 
tertained fome doubt$ concerning her boafted 
clemency, had they recollected that ihe ftill re- 
tained a horrid procefs for the purpofe of extort- 
ing confeffion from perfons charged with trea-r 
{enable defigns. The arms of the fufpe6led per- 
fon being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up 
' to a confiderable height; from whence, being 
fuddenly precipitated and fuddenly checked, the 
violence of the concuffion diflocated his flioul- 
,ders, and in that deplorable fituatiori he under- 
went the knoot. To this dreadful engine of 
barbarity and defpotifm, Elizabeth gave unli- 
mited fcope : during her whole ^eign, it was ap- 
plied even at the difcretion of inferior and igno- 
-rant magifixates, and was not abolifbed until the 
-acceffibn of Catharine, who has prohibited the 
ufe of torture. 

Although the fovereign is abfolute in the moft 
unlimited fenfe of the word ; yet the prejudice of 
the Ruffians in regard to the neceffity of torture 
(and a wife legiiUtor will alwaj^s refped; popular 
. prejudices, however abfurd) was fo deeply rooted 
by immemorial ufage, that it required great cir- 
cumfpeftion not to raife difcontents by an imme- 
diate* abolition of that inhuman pra61:ice. Ac- 
cordingly, the xrautious manner in which it was 
gradually fuppreffed, difcovered as much judg- 
ment as benevolence. In 1 762, Catharine took 

away 



C» 4t* 



.•P I N.A L f. AW S,.: 



< t 



119( 



away thei power . of ii^fUaing. tpr^ff fi'i>m' t^^ 
A^ayyodes, or inferior juftic?^,j3y whftflft itiba^) 
beea ihamefully ^buAj4- Iii.^?i67i,AfeQ^^r4^ft 
was iffued tx) the jucigps, th«t vliW^^^r %^}^ 
ihovid think torture requifite,to»ftwce fl<pn£effic^ 
they ihould lay the g^^^ial articles of the cfei^rgR 
before the governor of tlipppovinci? fw^.h|^cpi^:> 
fideration; and all the governors had received 
previous direftidns to determine the<5afe accoi^ 
ing to the principles laid down in thcf third * 
queftion of the tenth chapter of inftrtt^lions for 
a code of laws ; wherein torture is proved to be 
no lefs ufelefs than . cruel. This, therefore, was 
a tacit abolition of torture, which has been fiiice 
fbrmally and publicly annulled. Thfc pro^iM-* 
tibn of this horrid fpecies of 'judicEtitr^,. thrduglt . 
but the Ruffian empii^j forms a nietriorable «jc^ 
in the annuls of humanity. -'^ ' - ^ 

At Mofcow and Peterfturgh ! Vlfited t^d 
prifohs, of which I have given dn **ccoutit in a 
former pi^blication t • . In this place Tfllall'tiniy 
:refftark in general,' that the ^mpr^fs, ihfbrme^ of 
my refearches iti reUtiou to prifons, wMh a con* 
defccnfion peculiar tii her chafa^ei*, permitted 
me to deliver to count Ivan Tchernichef, iic6*- 
prefident of'thfe admfralty, a lift H[)f ^tteHips,' on 

■ 

* Queftion III. ^** La quefiim ne hleJfi-UelU fas la jufiUe^ it €(m- 
^it-elleau but, Sec.'" SeeInftru6lionsde Catharine tj. &c«p.5i toss% 
- t Account of the prifons and hofpitajs m Ruflia, Sweden, and 
pCl^mark. 
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fome of which I received information, by het 
orders, ftom her beft-infornied governors * , and 
others ihe even cohdefcended to anfwer hcrfelf. 
Her anfwers I ihall here fubjoin, with a full con- 
Ti6i;i6n, that obfetvations even of* lefs moment 
would be rendered acceptable by the authority 
of fo diftinguifhed a chara^er . ^ 



Queries upon tf^e Ruf- 
Jian prifons^ deliverr 
f4 to the emprefs. 



Anfwers dilated by the 
emprefs to herfecre-- 
tary^ and fent to th$ 
author. 



1, Is thert any ger 
Herat plan far the cour 
JlruBipn of prijbnsy and 
their interior 4\firihu-^ 
tion f and are they ufii- 
^Uyfituated in ihefub- 
prksy and near the runz 
ning water ? 

«. fFhat'prfQautions 
are taken, in order to 
ffeep the prifpns clean^ 
0nd to pre'vent epidemi- 
tfll dijietnpers ? 



*M. There has been 
hitherto no general plan 
for the con{tru6lion of 
prifons, nor rules fof 
their diftributix)n ai^d 
fituation. 



^^ 2. There is no more 
regulatio|i fof the cleanr 
Jipefs of tl^e prifons^ 
than for their conftrucr 
tipn find fituation. By 
an abufe favourable iq 



f I have made ufe of thefe papers in the treatife mentjoned I4 
tbe kil note. 



^ 
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a; Jy there afeparate 
infirmary for thejick f 
4. Are petty offend- 
ers kepi apart from the 
y^elonSj and are the fo- 
Ions alfofeparatedjrom 
MchQtKerf 



5. Are the prifoners 

permitted to pur chafe 

Jpirituous liquor-^, and 

^0 thejailonfeli them?. 



the prifoners, they are 
in many places permit* 
ted to go to the baths. 
It is probable that the 
cold alone prevepts epi- 
demical diforders. 
" 3. Not every whcres. 

" 4, Although it is 
prefcribed by the out 
tient laws that a felon, 
fentenced to death, (hal). 
be' kepMP> feparate 
Yoom, called theclj^m-? 
ber of repentance, nc- 
Verthelefs, therp ve 
no where chambers of 
that defcriptioti'. \ 

5. Every fpeciei? of 
food is fold in the prir 
fpns, but the jailor ctor 
not fell fpirituous lir 
quors, ^nd that for twQ 
reafons; Fi^ft, becaufe 
fpirituous liquors can 
only be fold by thofe 
who farm the right of 
vending them from the 
pfo^n. Secondljjr,whic|x 
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6. Art female crimu 
naUput in irons f ' 
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-', y. /* the fate qfcrf' 
Tmn^la condemned to 
hard' labour eo^rmifi^ 
gated in cafe ofrefof- 
mation f Ih they wear 
any hadge of infamy, 
nnd is it taken away 
^pan good hehaviour ? 



is very extraordinary, 
there are no jailors * to 
any of the prifons, al- 
though the liaws make 
mention of them* 

^^ 6, The laws arc 
iUent upon thi^ head. 
So that \whenever thit 
cufiom is pra6iifed, it 
inufi be reckoned a^ 
niong'thafe innumef", 
abie abuies which 
ought to beaboiiflied f** 

** 7. Criminals con- 
demned to public la- 
bour are tranfported : 
for murder they ' are 
branded in . the face 
with t hot iron, &c. 
fome a^e chained, d- 
thers have their noftrlls 
torn, and, unlefs upon 
a general or particular 



. • TJic jirii<Micr$ we gnawled by foldiers. 

f Tl^e Qrigiaal pafHige, which i$ in the French language, does 
ttot a^mk of a literal tranilation : 

. . ) if! £4f l$ix fmfentfim Jikntt cefoint : amfi ce que pourroit fefahn k 
ff$ Sg^d pep4 tire emptf parm tinombrable qua«iitedes abus*. Get 
0hus font pour la.plup^ri 4Uftaift de cUmx qu'Ufaut tirer du torpsp^u 
'ii^pa di that ou w Us tntfive,^^ 

amnefty, 
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, ^mnefty, they receive 

no mitigation^ 

e. Are there fixed ," 8. The laws fettled 

times and places in the indeed certain times for 

federal prdvincesfer the this purpofe ; but, as a 

trial af criminals ? ' great njimber of dift 

/ - ferent affairs and trials 

w«re decided in the 
fametribunal, the courts 
of criminal juftice wtw 
very dilatory in their 
X . proceedings. 

^' See the manifcfto 
jbf 1775, at the head of 
the Regulations,* &c/* 
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New Plan for the Ruffian prifons, to be intf o^ 

■ » ' 

duced into each government 

.** 1. To divide the prifons into civil and cn^ 
minal. i2. The criminal prifon fliall be diftri* 
buted into three parts^ The firft, for criminals 
before and during trial ; the fecond, for perfons 
fentenced to confinement for a dated time; and 
the third, for felons capitally conviAed, con- 
demned to perpetual itnprifonment, or to the 
public works. 3. Each part ihall be feparat^ 
one for the men, the other for the- A/omea. 

* Reglements de £i mij, imp. pour radmimftmion dec Gou- 
yernements, &'c» 

.4. There 
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4- There ihall be an infirmary for fick; prifoners. 
5. The prifon lliall be conftrufted without the 
town, in an airy fituation, and near the water." 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubje6i; of pleaf* 
ing refle6iion, that this great princefs thus con-. 
de£cends to contemplate and alleviate the fuf* 
. ferings of even the wretched viclims to public 
juftice; but how much more will our veneration 
be encreafed, when we confider her as ^ ercfting 
the glorious fuperftru&ure of national happiness 
pn the firm bafis of equal legiflation ? 

The emprefs, at her acceilion, ^found the Ruf- 
fian God^ of laws a rude and i^digefted chaos, 
«ind faw the immediate neceffity of reformation. 
The courts of juftice were regulated by th^ ila- 
tntes of Alex^y Michaelovitch * , extremely 
defeftive both as to order and precifion ; and by 
, the ukqfes or imperial mandates iffued by Peter 

• 

• The earlieft regular code of written laws was formed, in I542> 
hy Ivan ValTilievitch II. from precedents and antient cuftoms. 
The ftatutes of Alexey Michaelovitch, alluded to in the text,, were 
chiefly compofed from tlie above-mentioned code, from the manr 
dates of the fovereigns fubfeqaent to Ivan VaifiHevitch H. from the 
decifiofis of the boiars, who in thofe times prefided in the high 
f oorts of juilicey and from the Byzan^ne taws or edifts iifued by 
the Greek emperors of Conftan^ipopje. The new ftatutes, comr , 
piled from the(e fources, with a few editions, being in 1650 read 
in die tzar-8 preience^ were printed, and a copy ient into each pVo^ 
Tipce. 

See Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteini Itin. in Mofchoviam; 
|jfi> Von Juftin-'Wefen in Haygold** Beyfagen,p. 379, 
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aBd his fucceflbrs, uncommonly numerous, and 
in many important points contradi6lory to each 
other, - 

The vaft empire of Ruffia was diftributed into 
a few extenfive governments ; each government 
wasvfubdivided into provinces, and each province 
into diftrifts, or' circles. Over each government 
was a governor, over the provinces awayvodeand 
his officers, who formed a chancery; over the 
diftrifts an inferior way vode, or jufticie of peace. 
The abufes refulting from this diftribution arc 
Sufficiently detailed in a paflage, from the ma* 
nifefto of the emprefs prefixed to the firft part of * 
the new code * : 

" We find that many governments are not 
fufficiently provided with tribunals or officers of 
juftice, in proportion to their extent ; that not 
only the affairs of the treafury and police, but 
alfo civil and criminal caufes are tried in the ^ 
fame court in which the adminiftration of go- 
vernment, is carried on. Nor are the pr6,vince$ 
and diftrifts lefs fubje6ttofimilar inconveniences; 
as the fole chancery of the wayvode is the only 
court which has cognizance of fo many and 
fuch different affairs. The diforders refulting 
• from thefe circumilances are but too evident. 
On one fide delays, omiffions, and vexations, are 
the natural confequences of fo incongruous and 

* Reglements de Catharine IL Sec, p. VII. 

defective 
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defeOive a cooftitation ; where one bufincfs im- 
pedes another ; and whett the impoffibility of 
terminating matters fo various in the fole chan«* 
eery of the vayvode occafions procrafthiation, 
negleft of duty, and admits only a partial dif-^ 
patch of bufinefs. On the other fide, thefe de- 
lays generate chicanery, and encourage the com- 
miffion of crimes ; becaufe the punifliment does - 
not follow the tranfgreffion of the laws with that 
cdierity which is neceffary to reprefs and ftrike 
terror into offenders ; while endlefs appeals from 
oAe court to another are perpetual obftru6tions 
tojuftjce." 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of peo- 
ple arofe from the enormous authority of the in- 
ferior way vode, who, though ufually a perfon of 
low birth, and totally ignorant of the laws, yet 
could not only impofe punifliment for petty of- 
fences, but had even the power of ordering the 
knoot, inflifting torture, and . tranfporting to 
Siberiai Hence perfons fufpe6led of crimes were 
detained in prifon feveral years without being 
brought to a final trial, were tortured without 
i^ufficient proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns fince Alexfey Michaelo- 
vitch, particularly Peter I. framed proje6ls for 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but never 
carried it into execution. The completion of 
this arduous uiadertaking was referved for Ca- 

tharine 
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fharine II;- who, in 1767, fummoiied deputies 
to Mofcow from every part of her extcnfive do- 
minions, and having appointed commifliioherai 
for compofm^ a.new code of laws, delivered to 
them ber. Grand InftrufliionA *^ written by her 
imperial majefty in the true fpirit of genuine 
kgiilation.. In conformity to thefe mftfuftions^ 
the. Jirft part of a new code appeared in 1775, 
and afecottd part m 1760, and it has been re-- 
<5ciyqd in many of the new governments inter 
whifch the Ruffian empire is divided. Many 
abufes have been removed by thefe new inili- 
tutidnsr; and many ilill exifling are to be abo- 
liflicd. 

Though I an ample detail of thefe regulations 
fells not ti^ithin the compafs of the prefent work ; 
it is to be hoped that the curiofity of the public 
wiH be infome meafure gratified by enumerating 
the moft ftriking peculiarities in this extenfivQ 
plan, which has modified the whole fyflem of 
fi>ven{inent 

. Hie empire, divided by Peter the Great into 

I 

^ ** Iiiftru6^ion$ de Catharine It. pour la Commiflion chargee 
M dtdStr te Pkt^ct d*un NouTeati Cedede Loix/* St. Pet. 1769. 
Theft mfim^iDnft har^ been^ranflated into moft modern langnages, 
and ineo Englifii by Tatifehef, a .Ruffian gentleman, to which ii 
^prefixed, a description of the manner of opening the commifnon, 
#kh the cnhder and rnks ibr electing the comzmffioners appointed 
td frame a- new code of Uwt* S^ The Grand Inftru^ions, &c* 
pfintid by Jtfferys. 

nine 
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nine extenfive governmcntij is now diflributed 
into a larger number *, each upbn an average 
containing only from 3 to 400,000 males. . One 
or more of thefe governments is fuperintended 
by a: Namefinickj or lord^-lifcutenant, and each 
has a vic6«governorj a council, civil and crimi- 
nal courts of judicature, fome of whofe members 
are appointed by the fovereign, and the others 
chofen by the nobles. By this inftitution Catha* 
rine has, in fome inftances, circumlfcribed her 
prerogative, by diminiifiing the power of thofe 
tribunals which were only dependent upon the 
crown, or transferring it to the noblcji, and in- 
vefting them with many additional privileges 
with refpefl: to the adminifiration of juftice. By 
introducing likewife into each government fu- 
perior tribunals, whofe decifion is final, fhe has 
prevented frequent appeals to the imperial 'pol- 
leges at Peterfburgh and Moscow, which were 
attended with confide^able expence and delay.. 
By eftablifhing or fepaJ-ating the different boards 
of finance, police, &c. from the courts of law, 
which before impeded each other by meeting in 

* The firft proyinces ere6Ud into goyemments, according tp the 
new inflitutiont were Tver and Sm^eniko, in January. 1776* 
Thofe which have been (Ince eftablifl^ed, either before or during 
my reildence in Ruflia, were in the following order: l<lovogorod 
and Kaluga, in December 1776; Plefcof» Yaroflaf, and Tula, iiv 
pecember 1777; Polotfkand Muhilef, in May 1778} Reian,,Vo-: 
lodimir, Koftronia» and Prel> in pecember 1778. Sec a lift of 
tbc^ governments, Book VI. Ch. i. p. 339, 

the 
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the fame place, flie lia^ facilitated the Uif^atch* 
of bufinefs, iaxid rendered the adihiniflratioii df 
juftice more fpeedy. She has increafed the fa* 
laries of the judges, \vh'o, from the narrownefs o^ 
their income, were expofed to almoft irrefiftible' 
temptations from bribery; or, to ufe her o\^n 
* expreffions to the judges, in her celebrated edift; 
" Formerly your neceflities mijght have induced* 
yoil to be too attentive to ydur own interefts ? 
your country now pays yx)ur labours, and what 
before might admit of fome excufe, from this 
moment becomes a crime/ ' 

To thefe regulations muft be added the aboli J 
tion of torture; the eftablifhment 'of propel 
boundaries between the governments, which has 
prevented many diflfenfions and law-fuits; the apJ 
pointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in 
various diftrifts, at the expence of the crown; the 
foundation of fchools, and the eftabljihment ot 
new feminaries for thofe intended for- holy or- 
ders ; the ereftion of new bodies corporate witlr 
additional immunities ; the grant of freedom to 
numberlefs vaffals of the crown ; and the means 
taken to facilitate the emancipation of the pea- 
fants. But of all the plans, none is more ufeful and 
praife- worthy tlian the eftablifliment of fchools 
in every government, formed on the moft com- 
prehenfive fcale andilibcral principles. 

An academy is eilajbli/lied at St Peterfl>uroh 
VOL, J J I. K for 
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for the mftru6lion of 200 ftudents, defigned to 
be mailers of the provincial fchools. It is pro- 
vided with profeffors of hiftory, mathematics, 
rhetoric, and natural hiftory; with a German 
mafter, and a drawing mafter. The ftudents are 
felefted frorji , the different feminaries of the 
Ruffian empire, and, as they have received their 
education as priefts of the regular clergy, un.-j 
derftand Latin. They are twenty years of age, 
and are to remain at Peterfburgh three years j 
during which period they are inftrufted. in hif- 
tory, geography, the various branches of natural 
philofophy, and natural hiftory. They are all 
boardedj lodged, and inftru^ed at the emprefs's 
expence. At the conclufion of this term their 
places aie to be fupplied by others, and they 
will be diftributed in the different parts of Ruf-. 
fia. Two of thefe ftudents will be eftablifhed in 
the principal town of each government ; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the other of hiftory, 
geography, and natural hiftory. Each ftudent, 
thus eftablifhed, is to inftruft other ftudents as 
preceptors of the fraailer fchools in the lefTer 
towns. The regulation of this ufefuleftablifli-r 
ment is entrufted to a committee confifting of 
five members, who have the fuperintendance of 
the whole. 

Thus the great fchools in the principal towns 

will depend on the academy of Peterfburgh, 

7 . and 
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and each: fchool irt the fmaller towns on the 
principal ibhool in each'goVerniherit ; a fcheme 
whijch, if carried into e^cution, vill efFeftually • 
promote the interior (civilization of this vaft 
enqp^re. 

Such: arc the outlines of thde excellent in-, 
flitutions. How far, or in what degree, they 
may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed, . 
and of fiich different manners and [cuftoms, can 
only be proved by time and experience. But; 
though they may fail in producing all thofe. 
advantages which the fpeculative reafoner might, 
expedi, yet they muft be attended with moft 
beneficial effefts ; as fufficiently appears from the 
flourifhing ftate of thofe provinces in which they 
have been already admitted. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many im- 
provements introduced, it cannot at the fame 
time be fuppofed that the national manners 
, ihould be fuddenly changed, or that the ' moft 
abfolute fovereign can venture to Ihake thofe 
fundamental cuftoms which have bfeen fan6lion- 
ed by ages. It is furely fufficient if the abufes 
are remedied, as much as can be expefted in 
fuch a country; where the vaft difpropbrtion of 
rank and fortune, and the vaiTalage of the pea- 
fants, render it extremely difficult, if not im- 
poffible, to cftablifli at once an impartial adminif- 
tration of juftice. 

K S Ruffi^ 
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Ruflia, witbrefpefil to the' vaftitiafo'of peo- 
ple, is nearly in the fame ftate in whl<^h the 
greater part of Europe was plunged during the 
1 1 th and i^h centuries \ when the * ^udal ^fy f- 
tern was gradually declining; when the unbound- 
ed authority o£ the land-holdersover their flavea 
was beginning to be counter-balanced by the 
introduftion of an intermediate order of mer*- 
chants ; when iiew towns were' continually ereiSt- 
ing, and endowed with increafing. immiumtiesj 
and Avhcn the croM^n ventured to give freedom 
to its valials. 
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Xnquhy into the prefeilt ftate of civilization in he Ru^n empire. 
•-]>iviiion of the inhabitants into nobles^ clergy, merchants, 
and barghers.— ^Peafknts. — Privileges granted to the merchants^ 
burghers, and peafants.— State of valTalage. 

MUCH has been written concerning the 
ffreat civilization which Peter the Great 
introduced into Ruffia; that Jie obliged tho 
people to fhave their beards, and relinquifh their 
national drefe ; that he naturalized the arts and 
fcieiioes, difciplined his army, created a i>avy, 
and made a total change throughout his exten- 
five empire. We may readily admit the truth 
of this eulogium wilii .refpe6l to his improve- 
ments in the difcipline of his af my and the crea- 
tion of a navy ; for thefe were obje6i$ >vij)iin the 
reach of his perfevering genius : but the pom- 
pous accounts of the tptal change which fee k 
faid to have effefted in the national maunersj^ 
feem the mere echoes of foreignem, who never 
vifited the country, and who coJle6i.ed tjie hif- 
tory of Peter from partial information. For 
though a nation, compared with itfelf at a for* 
jxicr pei'iod, may have made a rapid progrefs 
towards improvement ; yet, as the exaggerated 
accounts Avhich I had heard and read pf the 
great civilization dittufed throughout the whole 
fmjpire, led me to expefta morcpoliflied Hate of 
' • ^3 ^nannei-?^ 
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manners, I muft own I was aftoniihed at the 
liarbarifm in which the bulk of the people ftill 
continue. . I am ready to allow that the princi- 
pal nobles are as civilized, and as refined in their 
entertainments, mode of living, aird focial in- 
terconrfe, as thofe of other European countries. 
But there is a wide difference between polifeing 
a nation, and polilhing a few individuals. The 
merchants and peafants ftill univerfally retain 
their national drefs, their original manners, arud, 
what is moft remarkable, the greater part of the 
merchants and burghers of the large towns, 
even the citizens of Peterfburgh and Mofcow, 
refemble, in their external appearance and gene- 
ral mode of living, the inhabitants of the fmall- 
eft village ; and, notwithftanding the rigorous 
edids iffued by * Peter 1. the far greater num- 
ber ftill wear their beards ; being fcarcely lefs 

• '< n ordonnt aux RalTes de quitter Thabit long et la barbe. 
17ne amende fut impolee aux amateurs obftini^s de Tancien ufage. 
Bien des Rufies, et furtoat les Ro^kolniks, regardaient le change- 
inent dliabit • conune un renoncement a la religion, et diiaient 
qu'il valaient mieux perdre la tSte que la barbe : ils furent oblige^ 
de pay^ un droit pour n'ctrc pas rafes, et ils recevaient un jetton 
que leur fervMt de quittance. Souvent a ia cour on ^nivrait les 
vieux boiars, et on.leur taillait la barbe d'une maniere fi ridicule, 
^u*il8 etaient obliges de garder la chambre pendant plufieurs mois, 
on de fe faire rafer. On attachait aux portes des villes un modelle 
dvt nouvel habit, et on rognait la robe de ceux qui ne voulaient pas 
payee: on les ra£ut nalgrg eux d^s les nie^.** L^Evefque, IV* 

attached 
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attached to that patriarchal cuftom than their 
anceftors, when the fine for mutilating a finger 
was rated, at is. $d.; that for cutting off the 
beard, or whifkers, at 4^. lod. *. 

In fafl;, the peafants, who form the^ bulk of 
the nation, are fiill almoft as deficient in the 
arts as before the reign of teter, although the 
fciences have flouriihed in the capita. But th« • 
civilization of a numerous and widely diiperfed 
people is not the work of a moment, and calx 
only be affe6led by a gradual and almoft infen- 
lible progrefs. 

If from thefe general refleftions we diftinftly 
eonfider the different clafTes of fubjefts in the 
Ruffian empire,' we fljall be enabled to form fome . 
probable judgment concerning the prefent ftate 
of civilization. 

The inhabitants may be divided into four 
orders: nobles and gentry, clergy, merchants, 
burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

The thfee firft include almoft all the free fub- 
je6ts of the empire, and the latter all the vaffals 
or flaves. ' 

I, The firft order comprehends the nobles and ' 
gentry : the fole -f perfons who, in the true fpirit 

• HaygOld, I. p. 337. 

f Catharine, in confirming the immunities of the nobles, del 
(greedy " Que le droit d'acheter ou de vendee des terres i^roit pjoprt 
qu porticuljlpr aux feul^ nobles.^* Le Clerc, p* 47^. 

K 4 0f 
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$f feudal defpptifm, have a right to poffefs landt 
but infie^jd, of appearing thetnfelves, according 
to the tenure of that lyftem, at the head of their 
detainers, are how only expefted to ferve in the 
army, and obliged to ftirnifli recruits inpropor- 
tipn to the number of their vaflals. 

in Ruffia, as in the Oriental governtlients, 
there is fcarcely any diftiti6iion of ranks among 
the nobility, excepting what is derived from the 
fervice of the fovereign. , Even the eldeft fons of 
thofe perfbns, who have been raifed to the njoft 
confiderable honours and higheft employmelits^ 
excepting the advantatges which they undoubt- 
edly retain of facilitating their promotion by a 
ready accefs to court^.do not derive any folid 
benefits frptn their birth, like thofe which the 
peers of EngUiid, the granciees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their 
hereditary defcent. The importance of a noble 
family of large property and official honours, is 
almoft annihilated on the death of the chief; 
becaufe his property is equally divided among 
his fons ; and becaufe titles, though allowed to 
be hereditary, do not, independent of the fove-i 
reign's favour, contribute much to aggran- 
dize the pofleffors : that of a prince, a count, or a 
baron, conveying in themfelves little perfonal 
diltindion, unlefs accompanied with a civil or 
military employment. 

Before 
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Before the sera of Peter the Great, the onl^ 
title in tluffia, excepting that of boyar, which 
lignified privy- councellor, and was not heredi-* 
tary, and other appellations annexed to civil em- 
ployments,, was that . of knaeSy which was el^ 
teemed fynonimous to prince. Perfons who af- 
fumed this title were descended, or pretended to 
be fo, either from the different Collateral branches 
of the reigning family, or from fome Lithuaniau 
princes who eftabliflied themfelves in Ruflia in 
the 14th and 1 5th centuries; or from the nume- 
Tons Tartar nobles who became fubjefts to Ivaa 
Vaflilievitch II. and his immediate fucceflbrs; 
or from feveral Polifh arid other foreiim fami- 
lies, who fettled in this eriipire. In procefs'of 
time the number of thefe princes increafed fi 
confiderably, that, according to Lord Whit- 
worth, no lels than SOO were common foldiers in 
prince Mentchikof's regiment of dragooiiiL 
Though Peter the Great, in imitation of other 
European courts, introduced the titles of count 
and baron, and his example has been followed by 
his fucceflbrs, yet neither thefe titles, nor that of 
knaes, have, been efteemed a fufficient aggran- 
dizement, becaufe the greateft favourites pf ]thc 
fovereign have been occafionally created^ by the 
emperor of Germany, princes of the Roman tm- 
pire; as prihfce Mentchikof at the requeft of Pe* 

tff. 
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ter, and princes Orlof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign * . 

According to the fyftem introduced by Peter' 
I. but which has gradually been corrupted as it 
has receded frorii its fource, every perfon takes 
precedence from his military rank; he muft 

rife in regular gradati«in, and, before he can be 

» 

an officer, . muft have ferved as a corporal or fer- 
jeant. But this ordinance is eafily eluded; fre- 
quently infants are made ferjeants and corporals^ 
and it is not neceflary to have ferved even one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it 
may be conferred by civil offices. Although 
the law of Peter I. which compelled each noble- 
man or gentleman, under pain of degradation, to 
ferve in the army, was abolifhed by Peter III f ; 
yet the effeds ftill fubfift* No one under the 
Tdtiik of a major is permitted to drive more than 
two horfes; under that of brigadier, more than 
four: a nobleman • of the higheft fortune and 

• Alfo prince Befborodko ^d 4>rince ^ubof. 

•f The Abbe de Chappe, in a remark upon the abolition of this 
la\«^by Peter III. is guilty of a ridiculous miftake, ^en he fiip- 
pofes, that before this decree the nobles vtcnfianjfs. About a week 
after his acc^ion t6 the throne, Peter went to the fenate, and de- 
clarcd, "that he had granted the privilege of ^r^f Am to the no- 
bility.^' This miftake arofe fiiom an omiflion in his decree, in 
which the nobles virefe only declared free^ without the addition of 
is ferve, or mt toferve^ as tbey tiaugbtprofer* See^ Antidote, p*. 
148 to I5(X 

' diftinftion^ 
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diftinftion, who has never been in the army, is 
not allowed, excepting by the fpeci^,! permiffioa 
of the crown, to ufe in the capital a carriage 
drawn by more than one horfe ; while a mer- 
chant may hiave two. There are various me- 
thods, however, of procuring military dignity, 
and the privileges annexed to it. AmOngft 
cithers, a chamberlain, for inftance, to thfe fove- 
reign, ranks as major-general ; the office of a 
fecretary, in the different departments of go- 
vernment, confers \he rank of an officer, and 
the contributor of a certain fum to the fdut>d- 
ling-hofpital . at Mofcow, obtains the rank of a 
lieutenant. Thefe regulations, and the eafe ^ith 
Xvhich military rank is acquired, has induced a 
German, fettled in Ruffia, to exprefs himfelf 
with fome' humour in the following manner : *' A 
nobleman is here nothing ; his fituatioii in the 
army alone marks the value of his exiftence. A 
phyfician hal^ the rank of major, and dares, as a 
itafF-officeK, put four horfes to his carriage, while 
others can only drive two .; an apothecary in the 
imperial fervice has the rank of a captairi; his 
apprentices that of enfigns; and the. two fur- 
geons of the diftrid. bear the rank of lieute- 
iiimts * /' But however ridiculous thofe promo- 
tions may appear, yet tliey are founded on prin- * 



.ScUotfCzef s Briefwechfel for 1781, p. 365. 
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ciplte of the foundeft policy : for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, every officer is noble during 
)iis life, and the children of a ftaff-officer are 
' clafled among the nobility,, any iiiftitutioti tend- 
ing to increafe the number of this prder of men, 
who. ^lone are entitled to poffefs land, cannot 
fail of being highly beneficial to fociety. On 
their own eftates the pobles and gentry are al- 
inoft uncontrouled, having abfolute authority 
over their vaffals* 

II. The next order of fubjefts is the clergy. 

1 have already Jiad occafion to mention the 
origin and fuppreffion of the offiKie of patriarch, 
vbo was formerly the head of the Ruffian clergy, 
peter finally abolifhed that dignity in 1719; but, 
•infiead of formally declaring himfelf the head 
of the churchy lie prudently cQnfigijeid the chief 
ecclefiaftical Authority to a tribunal which he 
called the Sacred Synod, which was in efFe6l 
fubfervient to him, as all^ its -members took an 
oath, acknowledgh>g him as their fupreme 
judge- . The fynod is compofed of the foye- 
reign, who is prefident; a vice-prefident,, who is 
genprally the metropolitan arcjbbi^op, and ^ 
number of counfellors and aflelfors. . 

The clergy ar^ divided into, i. Regular, of 
monks ; and e. Secplar, or parifli priefts, 

1 . The principal wealth of the church is center^ 
ed in the iponafteriei, whjch formerly hail eftate* 

tQ 
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to the amount of £. 4oe,000 per annum; and, 
like the other land-holders, enjoyed uncontroul- 
ed authority over their peafants, who are equally 
bondfmen a^ on the poffeffions of the laity. The 
emprefs has annexed thefe church-lands to the 
crown, and in return grants annual peniiohs to 
the hierarchy, the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. The archbifliops and bifhops receive 
each about ;^. 1,000 or jf. r,200 per annum, and 
the fubordinate ecclefiallics in proportion. Soon 
after this regulation, many of the monafteries 
were fupprefled; and the members in thofe 
which were fpared, were confiderably reduced 
as well by the prohibition to admit more than a 
certain number, as by limiting the age of no- 
viciates. . The abolition of monafteries ' muft be 
acknowledged a beneficial circumftance in moft 
countries; yet one evil is to be apprehended' 
from it in Ruffia : they were the only feminaries of 
^ucation for thofe peiions defigned for the facred 
iundion ; and the monks are, If I may lb exprefs 
-myfdf, almoft the fole proprietors of the learn- 
ing which fublifts among the clergy. But, moft 
probably, the ill effefts which may be expeftcd 
from the fuppreffion of fome convents, will be, 
compenfated by the improvement introduced, 
jirto the adminiftration of thofe which are con- 
tiaued, and by the fchpok lately eftabliflied int 

rarioo* 
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various parts of the empire for the; educatioa of 
ccclefiaftics. 

. All the dignitaries of the,, church are chofeti, 
from the order of monks; thefe are archbiftops 
and biihops, archimandrites or abbots, and igoo- 
mens or priors. " The epifcopal o^der in Ruflia. 
is diftinguiflied by the different titles of metro- 
politan, archbifliop, and bifliop. The titles of 
loetropolitan and archbifliop are riot attached to. 
the fee; but are, at prefent, merely perfonal dif- 
tinctions conferred by the fovereign, which give 
the poffeffors no additional power, and fcarcelir 
any precedence * /' ; 

The monafteries are governed . by archiman^. 
drites and igoomens ; and the nunneries, fuperiur. 
tended by abbefles- 

2. The Ruffian parifli-priefts are called papas,, 
or popes; a word fignifying father, and indif-^ 
criminately applied in the early ages of Chrif- 
tianity to all ecclefiaftics, until it was confined to^ 
the biihop of Rome by an edi<a of Gregory VII. 
Tlie member3 of the Greek' communion, how- 
ever, dijd not obey this order, and the priefts of 
that perfuafion are ftill diftinguiflied by the ap- 
pellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to^ 
be^ the iroft ufeful members of fociety, are in 

Ik 

• Dr. King on the Greek Church, p. zjtt, 

Ruffia 
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Ruflia the refufe of the people. It is literally 
^rue, that many of them cannot- even read * , in 
their own language, the Gofpel which they are 
commiffioned to preach ; hut deliver from me- 
mory the fervice, a chapter of the New Tefta- 
ment, or part of a homily, which they repeat 
every Friday and Sunday. . Nor is it . in the 
leaft furprifing that fome are fo illiterate, when 
we confider the fcanty maintenance which they 
derive from their profeffion. Befide the furplicej 
fees, which in the pooitft benefices amount to 
^.4 per annum, and in the moft profitable to but 
^.20; they have only a wooden houfe, fcarcely 
fuperior to that of the meaneft among their pa* 
rifhioners, and a fmall portion of land^ which 
they ufually cultivate with their own hands ; 
while the higheft dignity to which they can 
ever attain, as long as they continue married, is 
that of a protopope of a cathedral^ whofe income 
fcarcely exceeds £. 20 a year. As the parifli* 
priefis are undoubtedly the principal fources 
from which inftruftion muft be generally dif* 
fiifed among the lower clafs of people, if 
they, who ought to enlighten others^ are fp 
ignorant, how grofs muft be the ignorance of 
their parifhioners ! In no infiance, perhaps, has 

• This fliameful ignonoice is certainly lefs common than for- 
merly I as Che bifhops are more cautious in ordaining fuch improper 
perfons. 

the 
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the emprels contributed more towards civilizing: 
her people, than by inftituting feminaries for the 
children of priefts, by endeavouring to propiote 
among the clergy a zeal for liberal fcience, and 
to rouze them from that profound ignorance in 
vhich they arc plunged * . 

The monks are not permitted to marry, while 
the paiifli-priefts are compelled to take a wife as 
a preliminary to ordination ; and if their wives 
happen to die, they may enter into a convent, 
and become dignitaries of the church. They 
cannot engage in a fecond marriage unlefs they 
become laymen; neither can they continue 
parifli-priefts without the exprefs permiffion of a 
bifliop. The children of the fecular clergy are 
in free; their fons are ufually brought up for 
orders^ or employed in the fervice of the churchy 

All the clergy wear long beards, and long 
hair, which flows down their flioiilders, without 
Ticing tied or curled. Their drefs is a 'fquare 
bonnet, and a Ions: robe of a black or dark co- 
lour, reaching to the ancles. The fecular and 

* • An inftance of her majefty's zeal in thb particular fell under 
VTobfervatiop* When I viiited the prefs of the Holy Synod at 
y4k>fi:ow, three yoIum«» of fermoiiii were printing in the Rufilaii 
tongue : they were tranflations, by the eniprefs's command, from. 
Ihchefl Englifh, Freuph, aiid German author^ of thofe pruicip^Uy 
Which contained a clear diicuflion of the moral duties, They 
were to be diHributed among th^ pcuoclijal clergy, who had Qrders 
tl^ scadtheia occafion^Uy in the time of divine iervice. 

xegular 
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regular priefts ufe, iu fome iiiftances; a different 
habit, and the dignitaries of the cluirch are dif- 
tinguiihed by a more coftly veftment * . 

I cannot forbear mentioning, that, during the 
five months we pafled at Peterfl>urgh, and in our 
daily intercourfe with the nobility and gentry, 
I never once faw in company a fingle perfon of 
the facred profeffion. It mufl: be allowed, in- 
deed, that the pariih-priefts are, for the moft 
part, too low and ignorant to . be qualified for 
admiifion into 'genteel focieties; while the dig- 
nitaries, being a feparate order, and reftraiqed 
Jby flrift regulations, refide chiefly in their pa- 
laces within the monafteries; and contraft an 
averfion, perhaps an unfitnefs, for focial interr 
courfe'. This general chara6ler pf the Ruffian 
- hierarchy does by no means comprehend all the 
individuals; as fome of them, with whom I oc- 
cafionally converfed, were nfien of libei'al man- 
ners and enlightened undcrftandings -)* . 

The third divifiou ofRuffian fubje6ls compre- 
hends that intermediate clafs of men between the? 
nobles and peafants, which is thus defined by 

* See prints of the feversi] ecdeiiafl^ical drefTes in King's State of 
the Greek Church in Ruilia. 

t The digni,taries occafionally dine at the tables of the nobilit/ 
upon daye of great ceremony, a* on that of St. Alexander Nev(ki» 
when I met the archbifliop of Roftof at prince Volkcniki's. See 
fol. I. book III. chap. II. 

VOL. JII. ' X tlie 
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the emprefs, iti the 1 6th chapter of . her iniiruo' . 
tions for the-new' code of \bws. / 

^^ This clafe of menj worthy to be mentioned 
by us, and fi-om whom the country may promife 
itfelf great advantages, when it iliall have re- 
ceived a ftable fcMTtf, and which has for its end 
the encoutagement of good morals, and the love 
of induftrv, is the middle ftate. This ftatey com- 
ipofcd of freemen, belongs .neither to the clafs of 
nobles nor to that of peafants:- All thofe who, 
being neither gentlemen nor peafants, follow the' 
arts and fciences, navigation, commerce, or ex- 
ercife trades, ar^ to be ranked in this clafs* In 
this clafs ilio.uld be placed all thofe who, bornt 
. ^ <>f plebeian parents, fliall have been brought up 
in fchools or places of education, religious or 
' others, founded by us or by out predeceffors?.. 
Alfo the children of officers, and of the fecretet^ 
Ti^s^to the chancery. But as this third effete 
is fufceptible of diiferent degrees of privilegesy 
w^hich we do not mean to detail in this place, 
we fliall only here open the \*lay for a more 
limple examination." ' . 

Although, before the reign of Peter the G reat^, 
"certain bodies of merchants enjoyed pcculfai* 
privileges, vt'hich raifed them above the -condi- 
tion of peafants, yet thefe were few, and their 
advantages, confidei'ing the immenfe monopo- 
lies in the hands of the cro^vn, and the oppreft 
' - 7 ^ fion 
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fion under which they laboured from the power 
of the great, extrfemely precarious^ Pteter, who 
' during his travels, perceived the utility of a 
third eftate for the purpofes of commerce, made 
many regulations with this View, which, though 
excellent in themfelves, yet being not adapted 
to the ftate of property in Ruffia, did not an- 
fwer the end propofed. Among thefe regula- 
tions, he endowed fqme free towns with- certain 
privileges, which were afterwards augmented by 
Elizabeth. But thefe privileges were confined 
to Peterlburgh, Mofcbw, Aftracan, Tver, and a 

I 

few other great provincial towns ; and all the^ 
inhabitants, ev^ naerchants not excepted, were 
not diflinguifhed from the peafants, in two in* 
(lances^, which are confidered in this country as 

' indeliblie nfiarks of fervitude : they were' fubje6l 
to the poll-tax, and to be draughted for the 
Mmy and navy* Catharine has exempted the 
body of merchants from thefe two inftances of 
fervitude, has increafed the number and immu- 
nities of the free towns, and permitted many of 
the crown-peafants, and all free men, to enrol 
themfelves, unde^' ftipulated conditions, in t,he 

. clafs of merchalits oir burghers. •' 

The ifterchanta.-are diftributed into three 
claffes. The firft comprehends thofe who have 
a capital of 10,000 roubles; the fecond thofe 
who pofiefs 5,000; and the third thofe who are 

3L £ worth 
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worth 660. By the 47th article of the cele- 
brated manifefto of Graces, which the emprcft 
conferred upoft her fubjeds at the conclufion of 
theTurkifli war in 1775; all perfons who chufe 
to enter thcmfelves in any of^ thefe claffes arc 
exempted from the poll-tax, on condition of 
paying annually one per cent, of their capital 
employed in trade to the crown/ The extent of 
their capitals^ however, is not rigoroufly ex- 
amined, f(5r the merchants may fix their capital 
at any amount; as a perfon poffefling above 
10,000 roubles may enrol himfelf in any of the 
inferior claffes, or even in that of the burghers. 

This alteration in the mode of affeffmg mer- 
chants is advantageous both to the crown atid to 
the fubjefts ; the former receives, and the latter 
cheerfully pay, one per cent, of their capital, be- 
caule they are exempted from the poll-tax, and 
are entitled to additional immunities* It is alfa 
a juft impoft, as each merchant pays according 
to his fortune : if his profits increafe, his af- 
fcirnient increafes; if they diminifh, his contri- 
bution proportionably diminiflies. With refpeft 
to the general interefts of the nation, it is a 
mafter-picce of policy; it excites induftry, by • 
holding up to the people a principle of honour, 
as well as of intereft, to be derived from tho' 
augmentation of their capital ; and affords aft 
;ulditioual fecuiity from arbitrary impofitions. 
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by pledging the good faitli of government iii the 
proteftion of their property. It is likewifc pro- 
duftive of another eflfential public benefit, by 
•creating, as it were, a third ellate, Avhich, as it 
increafes in wealth, credit, and importance, raufl 
by degrees acquire additional privileges, and 
gradually rife into, confequence. . . 

The burghers form the fecond divifion of this 
order : the term burgher is applied to all inha- 
bitants of: free towns, who declare that they 
poffefs a capital Ids than jC-'^O; or who, havhig 
that fum, do not chufe to affume the more ha- 
nourable name of merchants. They polFefi 
many privileges fupeiior to tlie peafants; but 
are diftinguifhed from the merchants by being 
fdll fubjeft to the poll-tax, and to enrolment ia 
the army or navy. ' . . . 

. Under this third order muft be included all 
the other free fubjefts of the empire-; namely, 
thofe fluves- who have received liberty from tlieir 
maftprs; thofe wha have obtained their difmif- 
fion from the army and navy ; the memi>ers of 
the Academy of Arts, and of other fimilar infti- 
tiitions, orphans from the Foundling-IIofpital, 
and, laftly, the children of all thcfc ireemeh. AIL 
tfceljB peribns have permiffion to fettle and trade/ 
in any part of the empire, ami may enrol them- 
ftU'es, according to their capital, . among th? 
burghers or merc^iants. By thcfc wife r^gu- 

j, 3 * lations, 
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latioBs^ the number of perfmis above flaves will 
gradually increafe, and muft in timefonn^a vtcry 
confiderable oixier of men, a& focm as they ihall 
acquire the right of poffefling land. 

It is a circumftance not unworthy of remark^ 
that the Ruflian merchants and tradefmen fel* 
d 3m keep books of accounts^ (as few of them 
can either read or write^ and are unacquainted 
with the knowledge of figures. Their manner 
of reckoning is by a machine*, with feveral 
rows of wires, upon which bieads dre fining. The 
beiids on the firft row ftand for units, thofe on 
the fecond for tens^ on the third for hundreds, 
on»the fourth for thoufaaids,, arid in a fimilar pro- 
greffion, JB.y iheani^ of this taachine they'fub^ 
traO;, miiUiply* and divide with great ex;adnefe» 
An exception, among a few others, tocthas gene-* 
ral obftrvation, fliould he^ mentioned. The mbH 
honeft and.intelligeijt'perfoni of thii ord^rare 
the inliabitants of Archangel and: its- .environs: 
they abe riioiftly able to read, write,, arid caft ac- 
counts;: maaiyi of them ai-e much eriipioyed- at 
Peterlburgh, by -the members of tlie firitifli fac* 
tory, to fuperintend- their waiehoufes, and they 
haVe the general chara6t«r of fkithful and induf- 
triouA fervants. It may,* perhaps, be difficult to 
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* similar to the Cliinefe. Profeflbr Saunderfon, who was blind, 
ijfed an imprpvcd maQliine of this kind in bis mathematical con^u^- 

tatioos,' • -^ ' - * 

"'■"■'* - account 
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account for the peculiar circumftanccs whiclx 
Jiave concurred to render the inhabitants of tJie 
town and environs of, Archangel more intelli-' 
gent tham the* otUer RuiTiana, ' unlefs the foUo.w^ 
jng caufe fliould be thought fufficient. Arch-t 
an<;el, fronoi the time pf its firft difooyery hy. the 
Englifh in 1554, wa«, during a, cojafkler^ble p^ 
rjod, the gj-eat^empoiiuiTi of Ruffi^; many Qf:i^ 
inhabitants, therefore, behig coune^ed with fo» 
reign merchants, who. required great exaSqeft 
in their dealings, .>i^ere gjxidually trained to. hu^ 
iiaefs. By a tind of local enthkifiafm and .%iii 
i^iti-onal inftru6tion, they h^^ve -cojcitinued ,tft dif? 
tinguifli themfelves ^mong.their cK)unt{yih€n,^by 
jacquiring the rudiments of arithmetj^e, aijd \^^ 

diligent difchargQ of their truft, . ;* 

IV. The fourth order of fubjecls comp]:el:ienfi^^ 
the pe^fants. , , . » « ;, 

. . The peafants. of Ruffia are general j^ feifs, A)jp 
flaves*^ and may be divided intOj i; Peafants 
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• In the fprmer editions of .this work, and according to the ftat«j 
.^f the pealiints in 1 7 79, \ had the iktisfaftion of adding to tliis Jilt 
of free p^af^ntsi thofe of the IJ^raine and RuiTiaa Finland, who pre-? 
4crv^d'4i uonfidcrabk. ^gx^^ pf freejiom until the late extenlion of 
the pdU-t^x has reduced themalmoft to a levjel witli the reft. F^r 
by fu'lyjefting them to that-aflefTment, the emprcf* has unconfci- 
-onfly coanter9<aed the general principle which had hitherto been 
the chief objed of her reign, tlwt of gradually ejttending the privi^ 
Jegcs and freedom of t^ie lower clafs of people. By introducing 

J. 4 amon^ 
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of the crown. 2. Peafants belonging to radi-* 
viduals. 

1. The cro\m peafants inhabit the imperial 
demefnes; and probably comprehend, including 
thofe belonging to tlie church lands, which are 
now annexed to the crown, about the fixth part 
of the Ruffian peafants. They are immediately 
under the jurifdiftion "of the imperial officers or 
bailiffs. Although liable to great exactions, by 

. the tenure of their fubjeftion, from thefc petty 
tyrants, yet they are much more fecure of their 
property ; and being under thie proteAion of the 
fovereiffu, any flagrant inftanCres of oppreffion 
are more edfily made known and redreffed. 
Many of thefe vaffals, in particul&,r diftrifts, have 
been enfranchifed, and permitted to enrol them- 
felves among; the merchants and burghers ^^ and 
the whole body M^ill gradually receive more pri- 
vileges, as the fpirit of humanity and policy pe- 
netrates ftirther into thefc regions. 

2. Peafants belonging to individuals are the 
private property of the landholders, as much as 

among the peafant* of the Ukraine, or Rufllan Finland, a tax, 
which is confidered as a badge of ilavery, ihe has been reduced to 
the neceifity of rendering them ferfs, or gliba adfht/fiy who were-be- 
fore free peafants, from the impolitic law, which fs the unavoidable 
ctMifequence of the poll-tax, in a country wherein the nobles can 
jdone poflcfs landed property, that of making the landholder an- 
iWerable for the afleflment of his peafants j as under that circum« 
";ftsMice he maft hajre t^>e power vf preventing their migration. 

implements 
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implements of agriculture, ^ or herds of cattle^ ^ 
and the value of an eftate is eftimated, as in 
Poland, by the number of boors, and not by. 
the tiutnber of acres.* No regulations havev*, 
perhaps, tended more to rivet the (hackles of 
flavery, than the two laws of Peter the Great? 
one which renders the landholder accountable 
to the crown for the poll-tax of His VAffals, and 
the other \^ich obliges him to fumilh a certain^ 
number of recruits; for by thefe means he be- 
comes interefted to prevent the migration 6t 
his peafants without permiflion from the place 
of their nativity With refpeftto his own de- 
mands on his peafants, the lord is reftrained by 
no law. He is abfolute maftei* of theii* time and 
labour; fome he employs^ in agriculture, a fair 
he makes his nienial fervants, perhaps without 
wages; and from others he exafts an annual 
payment ♦ . Each Vaffal, therefore^ is rat^d ac-, 

cording 

• The cmprefs thus exprcfles herfelf on this head; 

** II n'y a guere de village, qui ne paye fes redevances en urgent. 

J-es pofleflcns, qui ne voyent jamais oU que trcs rareitlent leut-s v'd^ 

iages, impofent cbaque t^te a un a deu?c et jufqu'l cinq .roubles, 

fans s'enxbaraiTer comment le payian s'y prendra pour-gagner cet 

.argent. 

'* II feroit tr^s« necelTaire'de prefcrire aux poflTeflcurs des toix 
qui les obligent a agir avec plus de circonrpe6^ion dans la maniere 
dont iU fe fon^ payer .leurs droits, et a. exigcr du payfan des 
redcvances qui foient de nature a Teloigne^ 1? mp^iOS qu*il fcra 
poiTible de iamaifon et'd<l ik families Par ce moyen Ton mettra 

• I'agikulture 
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cording to the arbitrary will of his ^lafteF. Some 
contribute foui' or five fliillinga a y^Ar ; others 
who are engaged in traffic or bulin^fs, are afz 
fsiSdd in pro|>ortion ^o their fuppofed profits. 
Any capital whidi they acquire by their in-r 
^uftry, may be feized, and there can be no re-, 
drefs; as, according to the old feudal law, whicl^ 
$:ill exiils, a flave cf^nnpt infiiitute a procef^ 
agaisiil his mailer* . ^ 

^ The mode adopted by many landhohiei's witli^ 
)^ir peasants, reminds me of the practice aniong| 
the Romans, Atticus, we are told, caufed many 
^f ,his flaves tq be inflxu^led - in the art of copyj> 
iog jnanufccipts, .which he fold at a very high 
price, and raifedacqnfiderablQ.fortijne. Onfimi^ 
i»r principles fome of the Ruffian nobility fend 
%\ie\T, vaflals tp JVJofco w or : Peter.fburgh, for the 
purppfe qf learning various handicraft trades; 
they ' either employ them on their own eftates, 
Jet; -thejn out for hire, fell themat an a4 vanced 
price, or receive from them an annual compen- 
fation for the permiflion of exercifing their trada 
^r their ow^n advantage. 
. In regard to the lord's authority oyer their 

ragricultifre eji yigueur, ct la 'population aiigmentera dans rem- 
pirc/'' Inftru(5lion, &c. p. 79. 

This cuftom of obliging the peafants to pay an annual fum in 
jnoney, frequently drives the ncceffitou^ to the moft defperate 
modes of acquiring it. ' * ' 

,. . V peifons, 



C. 6. P E A 8 A N T «. '^ 15* 

pctfoiis, according to the antient laws, he might 
try themin his own courts of juftice, orpunifli 
them without any procefs; he could infli<^ 
every fpecies of- penalty excepting the knoot, 
order them to be whipped, or confined in dunge- 
ons; he might fend them to houfes of correc- 
tion, or banifli them into Siberia; pr, in fliortv, 
take cognizance of eveiy miideineanour which 
was not a public offence. Pie had, indeed,. no. 
power over their lives ; for, if a flave was beat 
by order of his mafter, and died within the fpace 
of thit^e dayg, the mafter was guilty of murder, 
unlefs other r^fons could be afligncd for Ins de- 
mife. But wa3 not thi* almoft a. mockeiy of 
juftice? for fiirely a man might be terribly eh a- 
fiii^d without fuffering death within three ddy^; 
and if a vaflal died wilhih tiiat fpace, and liig 
maifter was- a man 'ofrconfequeiice, who cpuld 
bring him to j uftiee"* ? By the new ixigulations, 
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. • How often rauft fuch tyrannieii dfcape ,thje o^nizaacc of th«t. 
court, and remaim unpunifhed ! Spmetimes, mAtfidy a ,Q^ble it 
brought to juftice. One inllance, thougli mentioned in a fonA^ 
publication, I beg leave to introduce in this place: ** In the prifon 
of Mofcow there it -a gentleman confined, and he alone is denied 
the privilege of ever coming from his cell; a punifhment which is 
by no mean's adequate, to his crimej namely, that of ordering feve- 
tX\ of hi8 4)eafants to be whipped m fo cAjcV a- manner, that they 
died. This cifY:imiftance will (how tbt power which the]ord$ bare 
over their, pcaiants j and will at tWe iame time prove, that fuch 
i^rinies, when difcovered, do not always reirftin unpunished." Ac- 
count of Prjfon*, &c« p. xz*- 

this 
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this enormous power is reduced by reftridions 
more confonant to the humane principles which 
diftinguiili ^,11 the regulatiotis ,of the emprefs ; 
and the right of infli6ling punifliment is lodged, 
where it ever ought to be, in the hands of the 
public, magiftrate. Abufes, however, ftill fub- 
fill ; but m'uft, irt time, yield to the influence of 
fuch falutary inilitutipns. - 

I am fai* from affcrting, that inhumanity ia 
the general charafteriftic of the Ruffian nobility } 
or that many perfons do not treat their vaflals 
with the utmoft benevolence. 1 am alfo well 
aware, that feveral peafants are in fuch a flou- 
iifliing pondition as to have accumulated very, 
confiderable capitals without dread of exaftion ; 
and that fome even poiTefs landed eilates under 
theirmafters names. . But if we confider the un- 
happy pleafure which too many feel in tyranniz-i- 
ing ov^r their inferiors, we have every reafou 
to conclude, that the generality of boors muft 
ftill be cruelly oppreffed. How then can a coun- 
try faid to be civilized, in which domeftic llsi^ 
YCiy ftill exifts ? 

The vaffals who work for their matters, geiiC'* 
rally receiving their maintenance, oi being ac- 
commodated with a fmall portion of land, al- 
ways enjoy in fufficient abundance the coranwn 
neceffaries of life ; and ufually fpend their earn- 
ing ill clothes or fpirituous licjuor$. TWe. who^ 

in 
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in coiitradi6lion to this general rule, fave the 
profits of their labour, or trade, conceal as much 
as poffible an acquifition of fortune ; they fel- 

^ dom change their mode of living, and frequent- 
ly bury their money in the ground. This cuf- 
tom is one reafon, among feveral others, of the 
Icarcity of filver currency ; that being the fpe- 
cie which is chiefly amaffed. The praftice of 
hiding money is common in all countries of the 
Eaft, where property is not well . fecured ; and 
where the people, through dread of exaftibns, 
cannot even venture to ufe the riches which they 
have acquired. 

A peafant may obtain his hberty, 1. By manu* 
miffion, which, on the death of the matter, is 
frequently granted to thofe who have ferved in 
the capacity of his immediate domeftics ; 2. By 
-pnrchafe ; 3. By ferving in the army or navy ; 
for a pcafaht is free from the moment pf his en- 

. rolment. In all thefe cafes the emprefs has fa- 
cilitated the means of cjbtaining freedom, by 
. waving feveral rights of the crown, which, m 
fome meafure, obftruded this emancipation. Al- 
though the fovereign cannot alter the funda* 
mental ftate of property, by conferring on the 
peaf^ts, as individuals, privileges which might 
infringe thofe of the nobles ; yet Ihe has alle- 
viated their condition bv ifliuna; feveral law s in 
'their favour. By allowing fa^e peafants to fettle 

in 
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rin any part of her dominions^ and enrol thedi* 
felves among the burghers or merchants, ac* 
cording to their refpeftive capital. She has gi^-^en 
u ftability to their freedom, and afforded the 
firongeft incl'itements for the exertions of induf-* 
try. She* has repealed thofe OppreiTiv^e laws, 
uhich forbad, in certain diftriets, all peafants to 
inarry without the confent of the governor of 
the'province, or the vayvode of the town, who 
nfually exa^Sed a prefent from the parties *. 

From this general review of the varjotis inha* 
Ibitants in Ruffia,. it may be perceived, that, 
though proceeding towards civilization, tliey 
are ftill far removed from that ftate ; that a ge- 
neral improvement cannot take place while the 
greater part continue in abfolute vaffa^age; nor 
can any effedual change be introduced in the 
national manners, until the people enjoy full 
fectirity in their perfons ahd property. 



• ♦ Sec 17th article of the Manifefto, at thi conclulion of the 
J)eace with the Grand Signer:^" In certain diftrifts of our empire 
it has been hitherto necefiliiy to obtain a permiflioa to marry from 
the governors of provinces, or ^he vay vodes of towhs , and this 
pertnitfion was ufually purchafed by money or cattle. "VVe aboliih 
this cuftom j and from this time every perfon (hall be fiee to many 
without obtaining fimilar permiflions/" 
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Academy of Sciences— Origiri and inftitution.— Tranfa<^Ions."i^ 
Members.-^-Libraiy. — Mureum.-^Poflil bones of elephants and 
other animals found in Siberia.— l^ative copper and iron.— Ool- 
den ornaments from feveral ahcicnt fepukhres;--rRunian coins, 
i— Waxen figure of Peter the Great.— ^Celeftial globe of Gottorp. 
«;— Academy of Arts.^^Society for the Promotion of Agriculture* 
^^.Cor]>s de cadtf{s.^^Couirent des diemoiietles nobles. 

THE imperial Academy of Scifenccii owei its 
inftitution to Peter the Greats who, dur-» 
ing his travels, obferved the advantage of pub-* 
lie focieties for the promotion of literature. By 
the advice of Wolf and Leibnitz, the ibciety 
was re<nilated, and feveral learned forei/ffnefs 
were invited to become members. ^ Peter himfelf 
drewthe'plan, andfigned it on the loth of Februa- 
ry 1 724 ; but was prevented, by his fudden death, 
from carrying it into execution. His deceafe, 
however, did not prevent its completion; for, 
<?n the 2ift of December 1725, it was eftablifh- 
ed.by Catharine I. and on the 27th the firft af- 
fembly took place. On the ift of Auguft 1726, 
Catharine honoured the meeting with her pre^ 
fence, when profeffor Bulfingpiv.an eminent Ger* 
man naturaHft, pronounced an omtion upon the 

advances 
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advances made by means of the loadilone an4 
needle, for the difcovery of the longitude *. 

The emprefs fettled an ann ual fund of (^, 5, 000 f 
for the fupport of the academy; and fifteen 
members, eminent for learning and talents, were 
admitted and penfioncd, under the title of pro- 
feflbrs in the various branches of literature and 
fcience. The moft difiinguiihed were Nicholas 
ar^d Daniel Bernoulli^ the two de Lifles, BuU 
finger, and Wolf. 

During the lliort reign of Peter th6 Second, 
the falaries of the members were difcontinued, 
and the academy n.eglefted' by the court; but 
it was again patroniz;ed by the emprefs Anne, 
who even added a feminarv for the education of 
youth, under the fuperintendance of the profef- 
fors. Both inftitutions flourifhed under the di- 
redion of baron Korf ; but, on his death, an 
ignorant perfou being appointed prefident, many 
oi the moft able members quitted Ruflia. At 
the acceffion of Elizabeth, new life and vigour 
were reftored to the academy : thfe original plan 
was enlarged and improved ; fome of the moft 
learned foreigners were again drawn to Peterf- 

* See Nachricht von der Kays : Acad. &c. In Schnoidt Beytraeye, 
p. 35 } alfo Jour. Pet. for June 1779, p. 383. 

f "Summama Petro Magno conftitutam viginti-qiiatuor mil- 
Hum Dongcntoram et duodecim rubellonum.^* Nov. Com. I. - 

burgh, 
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burgh^ and, whait yrsA cdnfidered . as a good 
oiDen for the literature of Ruflia, Itwb natives^ 
Lomonofof and Rumovlky^ men of - g^iiiius 'and 
abilities, ' who* had profecutcd their ■ ftudies id 
foreign tiniveriities, were. enrolled: among the 
ihemb^sj ■ The annual iHcome was ibcreafed to 
£io,e69i and foon afterwards the new , inftitu? 
tion took place/ \ ; 

The empref* Catliarinc!, with her .uftiaL zeal 
for prottuittrtg the difFufi6n of knowledge, took 
this ufefiil Society under her ri>or€ immedi- 
ate ptoteftion 5 /he alfered the^ court of direc- 
tof» greatly to thfe advantage o£ the : whole 
^bddj^; c^ifh^ted mdhy fcbufes, and ifafufed a 
• fiew fpirit ititcf their* refearchesj : By Her : par- 
* f icular - recommendiition^^ . thfe moll inigenious 
profeflbrs vifited the various provinces of her 
dominions ; and as th6 fund of the Academy 
was not ftrflficient to fupply the whole expence, 
the emprefs beftowed: a largefs* of .,f .12,000, 
which has been ojccafionaJly renewed. 
» The purport of tbeife travels will appear from 
the ifafttuClldrts givten ^by the academy. The 
perfons engigCci iri thefei expcdiiions were or- 
dered to purfue their inquiries an:. the different 
forts of earths and waters ; on the beft methods 
of cultivating the barren and defkrt fpots ; on 

• Bach. 'Ruff". BiSl. vol. I. p. 59* 
tOL. III. M "W 



the iocul diforders incident to meh and; im* 
nisls, asid the moft efficatious m^ang of ire-» 
lievii^g tbem ;. on breedi ng cattle, a*d ^ntfticu^ 
toly ikeep; on the Tearing of bee& and fiUL** 
^orms ; on the difierent phtces a»i ioj>jedis for 
filliing and hunting ; <oh minerals ; onrihb art» 
tCAd tirades ; and on the indigenous plasitai^ to fotto 
a Flora R uffica. They, were particula%inftruAed 
♦to reftify the lon^tacje and iutitudc of the piiilci- 
ipdl towns ; to make aitftonoanioal, geqgi^hicat,^ 
and nieteorok)gical -ob&n'ations ; to tdtce th^e 
<)ou]^ of the rivers; toj^iklstheanoft^^ft^afta; 
^to ^fcribe mth accamcy thfe rnioinif^^ euftamsy 
dieifes^ Janguagesy aiitiqmtie^, traditions, Ibi^a^ 
ry, religiori.; in a word, tt> gfiain ev:ery infoi^ma- 
tion whkh might tend to lilludrate ^: rtal ftaite 
erf the empire. ; 

In confequence of ' thefe .'expeditions, ^p^cha^d 
;3&acon;ntry can bbafl, within the ipace^f:afew 
.years, inch a number .t)fwexceUetit publications 
on its internal &At^ natural :pr0!du^ionsy tot^e* 
: graphy, geography, and biff pry ; o^the manners, 
; <;iiftonia, and languages . of^ the differient.peop^^ 
^s» teive ifliued fsom the i^refs of .th^ Ao^^em^. 

The. moll remarkable tif :thefe difUnguiflied 
travellers are, Pallas/ Ontflkn Guldenftaedt *> 
-Georgia and Lepekin^ 

* Tbercaderwill'find,an3K:«outtt <)f Pallai^'Gmeliii, and Gul- 
^uftacdt in the next chapter, 

- - The 



£3 



C* 6*^ AbAt)EUY OF 8ci£jfe£s* 163 

The firft tranfaftious (fi this fociety were pub- 
lished in 1728, atid, intitle4 Commentarii Acade-^ 
mia, Scientiatuf^ Impprialis Fetrppolitands, ad 
An. n%6, with a.^eddcatioa tp Petet 11. The 
}>ui>li|^tiQn was coialiixmed UBder thisf form until 
the year 1747, when the trsLnfadions were called 
Novi* Commentarii Academi(e^ &c. Iz3l 1777 
the Academy again changed the title imtq ABa 
Academite Sciehtiarum Imperialist etropqlitdnss^ 
aa4 altered the arrangepient of the work- Th«: 
^pets^ which had been hitherto publifted in the 
Xratan tongue, are now written either in thaf: 
language or French ; and a preface is added, 
ftykd Partie Bijioriqucy which contains an ac- 
count of the proceedingisj, meetiogs, adtniffion 
of new members, and other occurrences t. Of 
the Commentaries, fourteen voluiries were pub* 
liihed ; the firft of the New Conimentaries made 
its appearance in 170O, and tiie twentieth i^ 
1 776. Under the title of AQa Academi^y feve- 
ral volumes have been given to the public: an4 
two are to be printed every yeaj. Thefe tranf- 

^ << Hunc aucem et iequentes tpmos Novorum Comnientarioniiil 
liomine i^eo venire^ quia Academla^unc novis legibus inftrudla 
^ } et da(tes hie alitef, ac in praecedentibus totnis fieri folebsit, 
difpoiitse invcniUntur." Noir. Com. Vol. I. p. 4.— «-In this fairi* 
vdumc the ibtutes for the regulation pf the 8oci<tty> ui^er its ncvt 
inftitutionsy are inferted, p. 9-^33* 

f A^a Pet* for 1771. P. I. 

u ^ anions 
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aftions abound with ingenious and elaborate 
difquifttions on various parts o^fcience and natu-* 
ral hiftory, which refle6k great honour* upon their 
authors ; and it may not be an exaggeration to 
iffert/thatlio fociety in Europe has rtiote diiftiii^ 
gui{htd itfelf for the excellence of its publiea* 
tlons, particularly in the abftrixfe parts of the 
pure atnd mixed mathelnatics. 
> The academy is fiill compofed, as at firft, of 
fifteen ptofeflbrs, the prefident and direftor." 
Ilach profeffof has a hotife atid an dnnlial ftipend 
from ;f .200 to ;^; 600; Befide the pfofeflbrs, there 
•are four adjunfts, who are alfo penfioned ; they 
are prefent at the fittings of the fociety, and fuc- 
ceed to the firft vacancies. 

This general account of the eftablilhment^ 
pftfgrefs, and prefent ftate of the Academy, will 
be naturally fiicceeded by adefcription of the H- 
brary, the cabinet of natural hiftory, and the 
other curiofities, which I vifited fev^ral tilnes 
"during riiy ftay at Petcrlbii»gh. 

The library owed it origin to 2,500 volume 
which Peter the. Great feized at Mittau, in his 
'Swedifh campaign ; it was afterwards increafed 
by the bounty of that emperor, and of hfs fuC- 
'. ceflbrs, and lately enriched by the curious col- 
leftion of prince Radzivil at Newit?, taken by 
the Ruflians in 1 7 7C,'' during the troubles of 
Poland. M. Bachmcifter informed me, that, 

fince 
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fince this lail acquHition, the number 6f books 
amounted « to 56,obo. The ^moft: ancient MSSv 

• 

are the Lives of the. Saints, written in 1^98, and 
a Cliromcle of Neftdr; the earlieil Jiifibriiin of 
this empire. This Chronicle, together with thoie 
of Novogorod, Pliefcof, of the Ukraine; <3afan, 
and Aftracaii, the genealogical tables of the iearly 
gr^at-t^dukes, from.. Vladimir the Great to the 
tzar Iran VafTilievitch, ^compiled iq 1^ lith^ 
1 3tK y4Mky and foUowsng ceQturieSti'CQiiVinced 
m^ that.Ruilia is extremely rich, as. .well in do* 
jcumentsrelatingta' its more remote aiinaU, as to 
thofe of later tixneii *: They areall written in the 
Sclavoiiian tongue, -;Aiiidiig the MSS. relating 
to the hiftory of Ruffia, muft not be omitted iix- 
teen^ volumes, iu ftrKo, pontaining an. account of 
the negotiations of Edber's. minifiens, . from 1 7 1 1 
tawi37ie; alfo thirty vcfluimes of the ,<^cial.cor^ 
reipondence of. prince ;il)i€»tchikoi^v from. 1 705 
to r? 17 !? . tiiefe coltedicin^^ would :fierve as gQod 
materials towards rcQpnifj)iUng an Authentic iiilio* 
ry Jo3f Peter the. Gfeit, Ji:wofk rnudi* waited;; j. ^ 
One* M^fc although iof very .^uodaru^kiite, is 
yet highlj^ valucdi, owirtQpMntQfitheiaughft peri, 
fon by whom it was written, and is preferved in 
an elegant- box of broatzfi^^gilt- It coittiiinhtthe 
inftrti^ltem of thd em^refe-ttf the committee de.^ 

• '«• * 

• See Cha^^. •. 

i '> i u ? legated 
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kgated to foarm a ise^ code of laws ; infimf^iont 
drawn up; by herfdf, dud Mrritteti with her own 
hand* Thii MS. is ftliri^: placed lipon the 
table, whenever the itembcrs of the* Acadeitiy 
hold a lotemi meeling* : • - 

, • Atoiojfg feveril bbolcs, .the librarian fliowed ihc 
E vduiUe, ces&tainitog the A^ o£ the Apoiiles, 
ailid tha-£piilles> Avhach is curious, as being .th,o 
^r^book pafiiited in'Ruifiai'^*; it bear^lhe dat« 
bf J5fi4v and ifloed fromdlie ^ plre& .dftabl^ied 
ab \MblfcoJw,^/ The paperiiir; dertaiiill^ ; of ouar 
mamiiafhire, -as it bears ihe EiigJifli iiainp j 
and we ihbd ari Hacking ti that paper .Was: among 
the firft pifijjbrts i which ' Kuffia reCeiFcd frbm 
Erigland;:x ':-.' ^.i > :?:- ,t;r -.. ,., v\>/ ;• . 

' . ThpRL .library cotitimiij rperhaps, j&oke^Chir 
nefe bonp^Stthlit any otftier coUefiiliQii in.:£u« 
rcxpe, i i iTBfty ait xxlaffoi liin pctot+fblite; ^ndioon 
fift; D£i i2^ soot i4^parit?[^ Ipieeea ' ; An 'exaidfc . ^ c^ia 
lague ^ has. ike% ' l^tdy r^nadd ! by JLecEkil^ef; • whd 
paficfi^ ^(twiiala^^uis: at i Pc^n ; Msberd a- Euifian 
chuiJirfoisp f fiidtdifh^d, and ^dents a4e perfaiiAted 
to .r*fiiiarfor> <die . j^iitpofe / of ' learning' ,lhe ^n- 

goa^rj^ ^Withfirt** werbave b«eii indfeftted al* 

\,r/v)\ )'\' -: wi. • .' 'Jill.: ■ /^ .■ i;.'- '•' ' 






» • 



', ^i¥r#;)f}QkGl»m£orms u^ tiu^ Kkift bo6k tas iteh fean'intlm 
p]refs,.^4-t^pj^^$,ii4XDf} 9fjt|[e ^ ponteils; Were {vw Hoc^eriaa 
an<r Peter Timofioffsom, See " Tfie Qrigin of fmtinf, 17761'* 
p. 288. 

f SeeRuffiaaPiftoycnlJi^^L'' : -o- * 

«ioft 
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xn^ to the French done for abcoimts tsf &e 
Chinefe^ empirb*: * The amicable :int6»courfe, 
howeV€»5 ni4ich has- for fome time fubfifted be*- 
twceii tJlfe' courts- of P^teriburgh and-Pekin, has 
facilitated ' the aequifftion of Chinefe books ;- 
and the eftablfhmei^tof a feminary iKt.Pekin ha» 
led tlie Rkiffians to obtain a more accurate know- 
ledge d5P tliat ooumtry. Hence many interefi^g '. 
publications have appeared at Peterfbiwrgh, rda- * 
tive to th^kw^, hiftory, and geograpliyof China^ 
exti^a^d-and tranflated &om the originals pub* 
iiflred *« Pekin, - ; 

The Various branches <)f natural hiftory are 
drftributed in different aparttoeMs. Thif mu- 
felnn, ^vfeidi i-s^ extremely rich in native prbduc- 
tibhs,4ia8* be€« confklerably augmented by nu* 
mettms fptecimcns,- eollefted by Pallas, Gmelih, 

GuWeriftaedt, and other learned profeffors, dur- 

• ■ ■ ■« . 

ing theJr late expeditions through the Ruffian 
empire. - ' . . « 

The ftiiflfied animals atd bir^ls, occupy ono 
apartnicrit.* Amofng the former I particularly 
bbfervcd the E^its ItiihionuSy a fpecf es of wild 
lioi*fe, which bears the appearance 6f^ mule : it 
refembles an afs in the mane, ears, feet, and tail, 
andprihcipally inthe black ftreak down the back j 

« 

• The, account of lord Macartney's embafly, by the late fir 
0«orge Staimton, has added ta our knowledge of that empire. 

M 4 in 



ia either ptots it ist like a harfc;. It i$!th^ fa^js 
w.hich vais icalled by: Ariftotle the ffenHonPii. 
fouAd in .bis^days iu Syriv a^od iwhich ]^-jcplQr ; 
brates forlts.ajQiaein^.fwiftii^lS and fecundity.^ 
it is ddnQminated* by tbi& MQ»g^l$; djfjiiggetki^ 
which. figni&s^red; i^alfo kno^'p'atlppBgila? 
tnralifts by thenameofwrite^^ i)^wr/C2^«> bepM\te 
i^ IB found in Dauria, .^bout-jfeie rivers: i^mpor,- 
Oaan, and OrgoOn, Thefp anim?(l$^ ^lit^wever, 
ajre there obferved oiijy-i^ (ii^ftU ^nupij^er^t 4?^ 
tached froinMhe numeipiisjbfifds iwbichf uihajl^it 
the deferts of Tartary, to the fouth pf^thg jS^- 
fian dominiQi^3. , Xrifif fwiftnefs 4s pppjy6);b{al, . 

* 

and i^faid tp^cxc^deve^cthat.of thei?ifttel9pef 
they 9xe defcri^ed by ibfl Tartfirs as ye^y fiefcp, 
and f<) HQ^ra^abje, ^ not ' to b^ t^med^ Pall^s^ 
ha? fayAured the ^fi^pr jd with aji ^.cc^r^t?,'de&^ 
tipn apd: engf^ying p| t^i^ofiflgulaj^^^PiimaJi^j.ip 
the New Cpnaxnentarje^ftf rfie J^^ tp which 

I refer the reader, as well as to Pennant'3,aC7 
county in :feis 'Hiftory:0^ Qji^^drupwfci?? The 
other animals peculiar RvflS^ ^^^.:t!^.^iH 
cent pountri^^, ^^hiqJj attEafteci iny . i>otice, are 
the mlA mm^ called JrgoU^by, the ]Vf oii)gpls, by 
Linna?us Cfipra Jjnmony which inhaj^ifc?, the 
inountainou?; deferts foy.th of the Lake JBaikalf 
the Bos Grunniens of Linnaeus, or grunting ox 
of Pennant, which inhabits Tartary, and' Tl^jb^t, 
andj$ mei).tipwd here fpr the uncpmnion beauty 
ri of 



of tbe tait'^ ftitt ^ flDwimg, : of a; gli5% dud ^ 
fii^y texture, . iTheife feik fonn.a CQs^i^r-; 
4)le urtiisle of export^tiqa ftQm Thibet ,rTi»i 
lA4ip^n^ feft^Pi ftwirll bundle* of the hair fori fly>" 
flftpj; :thec ChlBefe dye t(rffc#: with a beautiful ^ 
fcwlat, far the )d^eQmttQ» t)f^ their c^pg^r a^d' 
tljiQ TurkA «»ploy-it;.ajj ornameiits * ^prtiietrf 
ilskndar(l|(/ I pbierv^d ^iSO' the^ibex, or booique^^ 
tint> ^[5ibettQir1*p,Mrhitpbi^r,ithe;en»ii|fe thft 
iftulfc:«a^4h»^(ly:i4g f^irKJti^mojig thftateidiiTf 
bipus anlyi^y the* feap^]tocfe,vtrbdfe tufk ii^ 4fec^ 
i]si(bead . of . 'i voiy, and .the- fear otter, whieh lis) 

Ateuti w i ftud • P<» : Ifls^fd^f »iii • Thfef aftimal , j^ 
^eatly priced fbr it^rrich mdvimtuablQ fur^ a%d, 
the flcln ifl difpofcd ,of to 1sbp iGbiii^fe at . a^Jiifih, 

Xhe c(dl«aion: of .birds, : iafefts, fift, -.IMftfr) 
dried plantt^ rail rajl^ed in exaa^rdej, apd al^c 
the fyftem of Linn^w, . w^ ajttr?^ the ipbfiexrr 
va*ion of tbenaturali^ • . o 

In the cabinet of natural hiftory, I waf r fu^ti) 
prifed at the number and y^riety of fpffil bpiies> 
teetli, an4 horn$/ of the d^p|iant, rhiqpeero«i; 
arid buflf^ibjidifcpyerejd in (diflferent parts of thif 

• The Europeans erroiieou(ly'fuppb& thefe ornaments- to ^ 
niade from horie-tails. 

" f 6ee icc<S1f tit ^ the bouquetin,in TxayeU in Switzerland, If t- 
ter4i. ' • " 

•^ J Sce'Ruflian Difcov^icg. 

. . empire. 



'ck^rnj bbt mord p^eularly* in ih^ foiMhem re^ 
gimift >rf Siberia/ Wheii thefe awmate trc^e nev^r 
kiu)>^ to €3Pift. ' JikcmAing^ tp the opinkMi ojp 
PtffArr whb,.' tlH>iigh> ft ^eati moflwchy #as c«f ^ 
. ttifily «o gi^ait Mtwilift, tJie teAti Jfotuid ):m$I9 
ycqron^ w^ the^enattiM of dlephinte bd^gf* ^ 
il^^to (the arftir^idl'iAiei^ander 1^G*ek%- who; 
ac<60itdiri gf to firffid • bi^i ih», i clwff«d tlie Dob, 

IrwM 'Bayer cditje^^^f ; ;thbt th*it|tetoatid 

ci^^iilTtiOiiia tha«^O^ntf^, daring the «Viii^ of tlir 
Mon^l moasix^ trith* tlie PerfiaiUM and tndi^ 
Jj^s,' tftid thb plaufibto iHipfK^fytioti'i is ii^ fome 
i^afiilre^ ebl-po Waited by ' the idifco^^rf oF the 
^it^^fkeletoiif^^ €le^a%t>m^ of the Siw 
berian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas, jufity;; 
ol^Vea^ IB tnf&e^tAly t^ut^ by > the eoafide-* 
F^itmi that %he *^fef>lidnitii etnj^ddi itf all ^the ai «' 
iTn^'Hf India <JonM ^ne^r have alfilbfdod the v^ 
quantities of teeth which-feave been alraady dif* 

Thte^ fame 4ngeni^'s nfcturalift ' ha$ given an. 
amn^M defcHptferi ief ' thefe <offil bofiiesi * and €H«= 
ddavbured io iwount'fM their origib$; Gn? 

f Nov, Com, XIII. p. 440, .'.;.. 

iHmiCam. De.OimMn Sibiriae ioiHlibit^.. JKf 6]fl> that ifi ao 

country more foffil bones have been difcovered than in SU^qH^ 
^nd that elephants' teeth have been dng Mp, m ifeqh f Ie«ty,,^is-to 
ilMlbfr ai iponfiderable article of tmdr, 

I . ^^mining 
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examining tliofe in thd nrnfeunii he vas led tb 
conclude, thxt as thefebbnels .are equally, dif* 
peifediaalltbe northern regiona of Europe, tiie 
climate probably was in the earlier ages iftBici<^ 
cntly .warm to be the native countries, of .the ele- 
phtnty rhilmeero^, and othec. quadrnpods, now 
found dttfy in.tiie fouth. . But rvhcn he vifited^ 
during hi^ trax^elsj the {p6t$ where the foffil bo*^ 
die^were foont^ and could form a judgmeni 
^om his owh abfervatiioni^ ahd^npt from the nac^ 
crohmts of ^jothars, he . candidly renouncied'^hii 
^iS^rmrir hypotheiis^ and, -in- confarmit)r with the 
opinions erf than Jr modern philofophers, affeited ' 
that they mull have been brotight by the wa^ 
teiis, and that nothiiAg but a iuddetii and gene- 
ral inundation, fuch as the deluge, could hfeve 
tranfported them from their native countries to 
the regions of the north. In proof gf this ^t- 
fertion he adds, the bones aire generally foundfe-^ 
porate, a«if ft^ttered by the waves, covered with 
a'ftratum of riind,' evidently formed by the wa-i 
.ters, and commonly intermixed with the le- 
mains of marine plants * ^ inflances of which he 

himfelf 

• I • • 

1. ,' • ' • ' 

, ,«^ Palk^t 4^ a rfCf^t piiblka^on, has d«fcribed feveialfoAlbones, 
Utd^ dvig i|p in the government qf Caian^jloine whereof weie i^% 
|Q PeteiihM^gh in 1779, and deppfited in tkQ inufeumof the A£>* 
ifit^j* Tlf^>niiO0: $)99uuckable of tbi^fe hones ^hich he tnviniemtes» 
Mi6th/e'foUi9(Wi9gi Ao 6lfpbaiit1» loQthi iq fpaas ji inches kttig« 

and# 
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himfelfobfcrvecl'during his prbgrefs through Si- 
beria, ind which fufficiently prove that thefe 
regions of Afia were once overwhelmed with 
thejfea. 

The moft curious of thefe fpedtYi^ns is. the 
head and foot of a. rhinoceros, which were dug 
iip« entire in a baiik of ihe Vihii, a (mall, river 
i^xt^ into the. Lena>iu latitude 64y below Ya- 
k,uiik:.the body wadlfornid in December i??!*; 
and when Pallas tVifited thbfe pacts thCxfoUowing 
year; the head and two legs were* feat to him by 
tte} g^y^rnor of the pr/>Vince> aridby him tranf- 
mitt^d to the mujfeum. : Even the fkia and hair 
are, veiy apparent .:, . . ^ 

. The account: of the: d^cQvcry is iriated in his 
gPfayels*,, • •-^! . : ■ ,r,. •..; 

»-»■-''•• r •• "^ ' ' . ■ ' I • " ' ' 4% *«x 

a/id iji inches in circumfrrenc^} ditto, ,5 feet 3 inph^i? ii^ length* 
ind the Ri^e In circiinkference;' feveral bones of elephants of con- 
Itdeiible fize; ^ damaged, horn of a^ rhmoccro*, zifxt 4'inche» 

^^t\f ^ i*Y <^f * rh«i99«?o>> 3.fpan« and 1 \ i9<*i^ H)pg»PQHtaini.«g 
two black teeth» &c. . Bencht yon Qebeinen ^ifi(r aHfla^adif^er 
Thiere^ .Pallas's Nordifche Beytrage, vpl/l. p. 173. 

* "'This winter the h;ttntters of Yakutflc having fodnd^near the ri^ 
v:v{et yila}« jtli( bodyof .an wiknpwQ animal, thfi headondtwQ hindCT 
ipe;iyitr% fent to Irkutlk by Ivan Argunof, yayvode of Vilitik. In 

• the account of this difcovery, dated the 17th of January, it ap- 
pears, that in Decembier, about 26 miles above Vilitik, the body of 
anaftiiiial Was obferveid hdtif buHed in th« fahd, abbut aifathom 
from the water, and four fathbm from a ftecj) cltfF. Being mca*- 
fniiol, it 'was found to be 7 feet 7 inches inien^th, and in height 
about 7 feist 6 inches* The hide was entire, the body -appeared of 
its natnrftl bulk; but in fuch a ftate^ that dnly the head and feet 

*^ ' could 
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The ores colfefted from the numerous mineij! 

of the Ruffian empire, highly defervethe atten- 

* . ' . . 

could be carried away} one of the feet was fent to Yakutfk, .and 
the remainder to Irkutlk. On infpedtion, they Teemed to' have be- 
longed to a fuil-growQ rhinoceros $ and ai the head was •entirely 
covered with the (kin, there could be no doubt of the fst^* OA 
pne fide the finall hairs were ftill perfed^. The exterior organiza- 
tion was well prefervedy and the eye-lids were i>ot entirely cor- 
rupted. Here and there, under the ikin, and the bones« ind-alib in 
the hollow part of the (Lull, was found a (limy fubilance/fhe re* 
mains of the putrid flelh $ and upon the feet» befide the flimei parts 
of the tendons and finews were obferved. Both the horn and 
koofs were wanting; but the hollow in which the horn had b^en 
iet^and the ed^e of the fkla which encircled its bafe^ being i^pa* 
rent, and the cloven ieparation of the hoofs being vifible, afforded 
undoubted proof that the animal was a rhinoceros. I ihall here 
mention a few circumilances, which I obtained from Argunof, re* 
lative to the place where the remains of the rhinoceros were dif- 
covered, and add a few conje<5bure8 on the poflibility of their pre- 
fervation during (o long a period. The country about the Vilui is 
mountainous; and die mountains confift of ftrata, partly of iand 
luid lime-ftone, and partly of clay mixed with many pebbles. Thir 
body was found • in a hill, composed of (and and pebbles, about 
fifteen fathoms high: it was buried deep in a coarfe gravelly iand'; 
and was preferved by the froft, as the ground in that part is never 
'thawed at any cbnfiderable depth. Without this circumilaaoe the 
{km and other, p4rtS' of this c^uadpip^d would not. have been A> 
long preierved. For we cannot afiign the quick tranrportation o^ 
this animal, from its native country in the fouth to fhefe cold re«- 
gions, to a later period, or to a lefs important caufe, than to the^le- 
luge; as the n^oft ancient hiftories of mankind make no mention of 
any later revdution of this globe, iTtrhich could, with e<][Ual proba- 
bility, have buried thefe remains of tEe rhinoceros, as well ds the 
bones of elephants fcattered throughout Siberia*."-- ' ■> : 



. '. 



♦ PalUi'Reirc, Part III. p. 97.' 
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}im «f the mifieralogiit In fpietd^ing of this» 
ccdle^lioii, I ihall eoftfine myfelf to two fped:* 
mens interefting to naturalifts; native copper, 
and a lajge mafs of native iron. The former' 
was l>f ought from .a imaU ifiand» vithin fight of 
Kdmtohatka, which takes the name of Mednoi 
Oftrol^ or Copper Iftand, from ^the pieces of na-* 
tive copper ♦ not unfrequently found upon the 
beachv 

The fpecimen of native iron is paitt of a moft 
Tem^rkable mafs of that metal in its pute flate^ 
biended with glafs^lik^ matttt* f : it is in eveiy 
relpe6t perfeft, malleable, and capable of being 
forged into any form ; fufceptible of ruft ; in a 
word, poflefling all the qualities of iron. It was 
difcovered in Siberia by Pallas, who favoured 
me with a defcription, which will fei*ve to eluci- 
date his account fent to the Royal Society. Let 
me only remark, that I repeatedly examined the 
ipecimen, and found its real ftate to be exaftly 
defcTibed. I e^xprefsly mention thefe circuih- 
ilances, asfome perfons have doubted the cxift- 
ence of this block of native iron ; and as I am 

• See Ruffian Difcoveries. 
. f It^ppe^rss by Meyers' s ai>alyfis of tliis mineral, that t1ieglars<* 
like matter cond&s of 8 parts of femigineous earthy 27 of filT-' 
cious earth, and 25 of the earth of magpiefia. See MeyeKs "Vcr-* 
fuche mlt der von dem Hems Prof. Pallas in Siberien gefandenen 
Eifeniluffej^' in Befchaefdgun||em der Beclin. Gefellfchaft. VoL 
III. p. 405. 

always 



always j^lxiaug^wh6a€VQril^?v^^ t^ inif^j f^of^w^^ 
to afcert^m the^ trutii ol* every relatiaa.whiQlL I 
give; to the iHiJ^ic, > ' .. ^ .-^ 

. ^^ ThU mai«i; wbick exhibits ^e firft ioilance lof 
l»itive irofi jpver ^u^d in a |>er€sd liate .of mal^ 
leabilityt was i^^ov^r^d osi an eminence oppofite 
to MouETt Mfsai^ |ieax tbeve^em jbank of the 
Yems^ij^^^n the, rivulets: 9^^^ ajadSiiim, 
wlsioh (^1\ 'ifi|bo ^hait Tiver above the town . pf 
Kmfoo!y,aTik. ; It was a feparate mafs, >f^hich 
feemed to have been detached^ by ^ .lapfe of 
im^y frba)'jt^e hill on Avdudi it roiled; and 
^ai is;. very. r$ftn&rkab]ie» the chaitt of moua- 
:lams» among Thich it was found; do not afibid 
ihe kaft traces pfa^yvolcaao,. any iie^iains of 
;^tges Oraacit^jmjneSi or i{^ any other part the 

s 

jf^allefl af)|iearspfies of native iron.. With^474 

yards Q^ the §)otj where it was obferved^ is •a rich 

V4fin of 4 fUuA^ih magnetic ore; which> being 

vifitedTby)t^ Ruffian minciB, fir it led to the dif-* 

^aye^yjoS t)[^ injgu^^^ted mais. In its original flatfi 

vjt wei^Qj) ij440^fi»glifl>pfiwnds> and wia^incruft- 

€d in mpit paT;tS;]MrUh' a thick, coat of -blackifhiron 

ore- Tljf^al^fideiQanfift^^ u.on,-cJjr- 

vided by irregular cavities, which are filled with 

a vitrified tranfparent fubftanceryeUcw;,ffir4he 

mofi pat^ but black in a few ^placesj ?efpcpially 

' near thfe furface, and Mended here ^ atiU thei e 

• ' • ' ""• milx 
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Witft dchrc. • Thofe who have xieve# 'ftcn /any- 

*^ af tfeis mafs :riiay b6 difpofed to boncliide 

that it muft have been the efFeft of^tt; but thejii 

-irho fexatnine it with attehticm'initfftT)e of opi- 

iiroii, that it was" eatirely natural, aldtbiigh they 

batitiofraccouut fdr the^ mode of its firdduttion. - 

S ^\ii anatoitiical Cabinet is-Kghfy efttemcd / 

it was p'reparetr by Riiyfch,- a" celebl^ated ahar- 

iomiff of the Hague, And fold, in 1 71 % fo • Peter 

the 'Great, for 90,^6 florins * ^ ■ Thiis colle^io* 

\i fetnarlcable ^r-the fegukf A«i<jeffi^ni6ftftB- 

tufeSTn Ipirrts/fircfei' the eiarheft period 'fefcorf- 

ception'to the bnrtfe dAhe infkhtX attttibf- ^ 

^njeaioTis of the hrEAn^Aiid <;y e.-' JThie''lfteiftht&«8b 

of the t-ye arefo fiWeanfl tetode^, that' It • recfuif fefe 

'infinite carfe tb'injiea' th^iii ; atod^ Ruylbh ' 'flj<^ 

x'eeded in to diffituft bperation. He fiippofed 

*thathe had'diieove^ed a new la^biynb in the 

■ciioroidcs of theeye; #hich ia -'fi'A^ feim cklled 

■Ruyic^iian; and- sflthdugh, in'>ltlS#'-<Jt>lni(ih:-af 

the nioft able anatotriifS/he did'hel^racceed'&i 

^liis attempts to^ pr6V* tte eiiifenfee^'cif -this new 

* membrane f ; y ^ t his^ %b6ui*( 'muft '^>^'^ftdein€Si 

■^ tif great ufe, aridTffs^'Hije^iohfe^ th^e 'finer veffds 

'-■' • About ;fi 3,cop. •!.::• ^j*- i.' !/:qri»/:!; f»s:i!-. iv - 

\ + He: affirmed, lljat'Wdiiidfi the iJtaprdd«$ itito twoinemi- 
^brafefSirbtttitw nOw.tl^^.i;eceiycd. opmion, th^t heonly fplit the 
J ijixae membrane mto two parts* 
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■V.4 

9f the eye are juftly adtnired for their fuperior 
delicacy. 

I haften to tlie chamber of rarHieS|> in which^ 
among the moft confpicuous curiofities^ muft be 
mentioned the arms and ornaments found in the 
tombs of Siberia, many of which, are of great 
yalue * , being of maffive gold, and. of elegant 

• The quantity of gold found in thefe tombs is fcarcely credi- 
ble. One which was opened in the neighbourhood of the Irtiih, h 
|h«8 defcribed i n the Archseologia : 

. ** After reipoving a very deep covering of earth and ftones, the 
workmen came to three vaults^ conftru6led of ftones of rude 
irorkmanfliip. 

•• That wherein the prince was depofited, which was in the 
centre, and the largeft of the three, was eaHly diiUngui&ed by the 
fword, fpear^ bow, quiver, and an<ow, which lay befide him. In 
the vault beyond liim, towards which his feet lay, were his horfe^ 
bridle, faddk, and iUrrups. The body of the prince lay jn a re- 
clining pofture, upon a fheet of pure gold, extending from head to 
foot:< and another iheet of gold of the like dimenfions was fpread 
over him. He was wrapped in a rich mantle, bordered with gold, 
and fludded wxtli rubies and (Emeralds. His head, neck, breaft. 
f^d anus naked, and without any ornament. ' 

«• In the lefler vault lay the princefs, diftinguiftied by her female 
ornaments. She was placed reclining again ft the walls, with a gol<f 
chain of many links, fet with rubies, round her neck, and gold 
bracelets round her arms. The head, breaft, and arms were naked. 
The body was covered with a rich robe, but without any border of 
gold or Jewels, and was laid on a fheet of Hne gold, and covered 
over with another. The four (beets of gold weighed 46 pounds^ 
The robes of both looked fair and complete; but, upon touching, 
CFumbled into duft.** 

Pemidors^ Account of certain Tartarian Antiquities, 
in the A^rchaologia, vol, II. p. 223, 224. • 

^#L. in. fc workmanfliip* 



_-.-» 



v<^kman jihip. Thefe <!>flialments cbnfift of brace- 
IdtSj fomc of which weigh a pound; collars in? 
the fliapc of ferpente; vafes, crowtia, bucklers; 
ipkgsi figures of anknals* richly carved in go!* 
*nd filircr; fabres with golden hHts, ornamented^ 
^itk pi^cious ftone*," Tartar idols, and othep 
^antiquities^ Sone (tf the(e antiquities wei*^ 
Copper knives-, f^ears, and f\vords, but the' 
greater part are of maflive .gold, and of elegant 
workmanihipv But how ai^ we to account for" 
the exiftence of a civilked nation, capable of 
thefe M^orks of art, on the banks of the Irtiifh, 
the Tobol, and the Yenisei ? This queftion iy 
fatisfa^lorily fdlved by Mulier, who made re^- 
fearches, and publi&ed an excellent treatife oa 
thefubje6i;*fc 

After defcribing tire different fpecfcs of tombs- 
iii the fouthern parts of Siberia, he adds : " That 
as in feveral the bones of men, wonaen, and^ 
horfes, have been fbuiu], with javelins, bow%. 
^arrows, and other weapons, it is evident that the 
fame ancient fuperftitlon, which ftill reigps i» 
India, was formerly prevalent in Sibeiia ; name^ 
fy, that departed fouls follow the fame occup*- 
Ifions in a future ftale, A\^hich they purfued iU' 

* See Mr. Muller's excellent Treatlfe Von den Altera Gtaebem 
in Siberia in Hayg©ld, voUII, p. 155 j alfi) ia tiie Journal of St; 
Pet. for 1779. . 

1 



ihi» world ♦ . Tor this putpofe, at the demife df 
ji diftinguifhed perfon, hisr favourite wife, fer-' 
Vants, arid horfes, urtre fkcriiiced at his tomli, 
aind btliied with him; and fot the fathe reafon 
his' alins, drefs, and accotftrements, were alfd 
interred: hence the Indian wives, to this day, 
throw themfelves on the funeral pile of th^ 
hufbandsi ** MuUer corrobof ates thl* opinion by 
obferving, that according to the- s^chives erf* 
Yaktitik, he found tins ctiftom fub^ified among 
the inhabitants when the Ruffians conxjuer- 
ed SibeHa; He next endeavours to afcertaiii 
the peopK to whom thcfe burial places be- 
longed; and lie is'^qually jtidicidus in the folu- 
tion of thi* diiHfetdt enquiry. 'th€ rich*fft of 
thefe burial places^ he faysj were made in the 
time of Zinghis Khan and his immediate fucceA 
fors. The moft Valuable tdmbs being found near 
the banks of the ^Volga^ the Tobol, and tht 
Irtifh^ the next in Value in the deferts of the 
VenisH ; and the pooircft in the countries bor* 
tiering on the lake Baikal ; he fuppofes them all 
to haVe befen the work of the Mongol hordes 
lit difFdrcnt'periods. 

* Or, at the poet lias elegantly ekl>refled lU 



Sl^grtttiU currim 



Armrumquefuii vi w, qum curd nitfmUi 



¥ ft Zinghiij. 



. Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khaii^ Jaid the' foiiada}" 
tion of hb viaft powet* in the beginning of th* 
i 3th century. The rovi|ig .hordes of Mongols, 
who were firft reduced under his dominion, - in-' 
habited the countries about the rivers Seknga; 
Tola, iOrkon,. and Anon, ftretching from the 
Hmoor tc^ tl^e Mongol Defert, which leads to th« 
wEiUcof ChiUJi. Thefe hordes' were at that timfe 
a poor tribe;, and hence the, tombs which are 
fo^nd in thofe parts are fcantily provided wit|l 
rich accoutrements, and .ornaments of value. c. ' ' 
ry Zinghis having fubje&ed the Mongp^.tun$^ 
j^is afmsto different quarters; . With tjieaid of 
iUeffe warlike tribes^,, he and his fucceffora cquf- 
^[uered great part of China, Independent Tar^ 
,tary, Perfia, and India;, Mid held for fom£ years 
almoft all Ri^ffia nxH^eT, their yokel . The plunder 
o£fuch extenfive countries centered forthemoft 
l>art in the capital of the chief Khan,, acknow- 
iedged by all the feudal princes as the head of 
that vaft empire, which, oi^the^death of Ziirghi^i 
Vas divided into many independent principalis 
^ies.^ This capital was, about the middle of the 
1 3th century, fituated between the Vaik and 
Irtifli * ; and accordingly the richeft fepulchres 

'-^iirft 



• Rttbniquii, in hi> Journey tQ the 4Uiaii Magnu, Ct^f^^Spr of 
iUiaiit <kfcribe« the IsUt liver be crofled to bt the Yaik« 
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are difcovered in the "'parfe lying between thpf^ 

^ • # •• • ' 

twa rivers.. ^ * - - - - ^ 

• • • 

' T6 wards the begihhiiig of the 1 5th centiiry; 

the power of the Mongols was sthnihilated iti 

... - • . ^ 

thefe pafts,' and there* feenis nd othef {)erioa, but 
the iSth and i^h' cehtuHes, ih* 'which they 
coiild-have colle6l(^d fu'dh ah'immehfe booty as 
the ornaments found in thefe tombs leem to^in-*' 
dicAte. ..... ^ 



I * t 



t ' A long* gallery contains the various dreffes of* 

the • inhabitants • iii the Ruffian empire, and of 

. many eaftem nations: among which the Chinefe 

, are tlie inoft confiderable. One apartment is 

fillfed' with the drdTes^ 'arms, and implement* 

brought from the new-difcovered iflands between 

Afia and America, and from the parts of the 

^ntinent vifited by the Ruffian veffels. Some 

of thefe fpecimens are the fitme which are men-* 

tioned in the* Journals of the Ruffian Vbyages, 

namely, caps beautifully adorned, with long 

. ftreamers of hair like- ancient' helmets ; clotlli^il 

made with the ftitfs of fta-otters, of ^reiiitdeei^. 

and 6f birds paints red, and ornamented with 



aild as he never mfi^tlpniUhe IrfgAi^ It Is prpba^e- that .th^ feat of 
the court was bet)veen, thpfetwo.fi vers. 

I^hefe ornaments are executed with Hach tafte and elegance^ as 
to render it probable that they were executed by Europeans, drawn 
by ihe liberality of Zin'ghig Khan and his fucccflbrs ; and Rubhi- 
quis met, at the court of Magnu> Willbm Boucher^a Freach gold- 
Cnith. 

N a fringes 
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fringes of feather, hair, or fine^^; alio vqpd^ 
mafks, reprefeuting the heads of largf fiih an4 
iea*aaimafak, which the ialu^faitanto occaiioaaily 
wear at feftivals *• 

In t^iis gallery are various idolB, wlHcb Pallas 
procured fron^i the CaIm«LC w MoQgol hordes 
roving in Siberia, imay of wI\om axe ftillpluxige4 
in 3, ilata of the grofieft idolatry, ^.nd fcdlo w t^ 
religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of theie deii 
ties are d^Un^ated on caoLV^ ; others are c^ clayj, 
painted or gilt; ft few fr^ of bronze, chidly pro*« 
cured from Thibet, Thqr are mofUy groteiquo 
^ures, with many han(}s afi4 ^F^ns, fitting crofa«« 
legged, 4nd i|mil^.r to thofe wqrihipped by matiy 
fefts in the Eaft : they are hollow, and generally 
filled with relics and fpntpnces qf prayers. Evh 
gravingsf of the moft re«iai-k?ifele idci^^i |re giye% 
in Pallas's Travels t* . 

The collfflioij of RuflS^qoins throws a con-r 
fiderable light on the nearly, hiftory of this couBir 
pry. The.moft anpienf; fubftitutqs for money 
were fmall pieces of leather, or of martejis' fliin j 
but in their dealings with foreigners, theRuf? 
fians, like the Chinefe, exchanged thei^]merchaiiT 
dize for gold and filvier in bullion. The fii^ 
pr^ of fpoining in Euffia is unkno\fn ; biit Jhf 

f Soe JtufTi^ui Difcoveriesy alfo Cook^s and Vaikcottver^ VQjfagcS) 
t §f ? Wi Macartney -s 5f»Wy i TWW> ^W^^J^ 

8?t 



art was probaMy ^ived. from the Tajrtar a. Thfi 
coi^ * are ranged m ^ioc cl^0ie8w 

1. The iirft contams thofe witiiout iotfcripr 
tions: thefe, whicih are undoubtedly the moft 
ftncient;, exluUt lnoi\e o^: two infiaaces a htv> 
ipaasL figure on horfi^back^ wielding a fword-; 
^}f% a^FQ for the bek41 psg^t ftaraped with the rudr 
reprefentatioaa of cejrt^n animals, ^v^iix^h f de^ 
note their Tarta^i<aii origin. The cycle or p^ 
f(iod of cprnpcrtatiom employed by the Tartaj% 
was fimilaJT to that (lilt ufed by the Chinefe and 
Moi^ols, aad contained twelve years ^ .each fuce 
iCeffiyely marked by a drfFerent animal : l. ji 
f^Quie; i. an ox; 5. a tiger; 4. a hare; 5. a 
^Qcodile qr di^agon^ $^ a ierpent; 7. a horfe; 
9. a,*l£Vnj^; 9- i^i^.ape; i<;^. a hen; 11. a dog;' 
12. a hog. Of tbefe all but the crocodile, the 
ape, and the hare, appear on the coins ; and peri* 
i^ps the Tartars who (Qver^ran Ruffia, nfed, in-» 
Iftead of them, the fwan, harpy, and fyren. The 
coins imprefled with the figures above^mention* 
«d, were probably ftruck in the correfponding 
years of the cycle. The annual tribute paid by 
the H^^i^ni^ to the Tartw^ was marked by the 

• Le Clox jbas lately favoured tjbe public with a curioas accooolt 
<or.theNumifmatic Hiftory of Ruflia, which he h:|s rendered ex- 
;tremely valuable by engravings of 177 of the moft ancient coinf, 
' t Hift. de la HuC Anc. vol. II. p. 527 to 549. 

f j^fcebntof in Jojjm. ^, Pet. for 1781, Eait It p. ||. 

j$ ^ animals 
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animals which dendte the particular year 'of the 
cycle ; and, as in fome coins two of thefe animak 
are reprefented at the fame time, probably the 
tribute of two years was delivered at once. 9. 
Coins with a Tartar infcription exhibit images 
of men on foot, or on horfeback, holding ra 
their hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon ; alfo 
of griffins,' goats, fowls, and fwans. 3. Coins 
-with Tartar and Ruffian infcriptions. 4. Coins 
with only Ruffian chara^ers without date. We 
may remark on the three laft clafles, that th6 
charaflers infcribed on the coins were fometimes 
Tartar, fometimes Ruffian, and fometimes both ; 
as the fovereigns were more or lefs fubjeft to the 
Tartar yoke. 5. Coins of the great-dukes, be- 
^pning from Vaffili Deihitrievitch, and ending 
with thofe of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in 
which the great-duke firft ftruck money at MoP- 
Go.w is not afcertained ; but from the Ruffian in-i , 
fcription on the moft ancient pieces of this clafs, 
Kndes Veliki Vassili^ the great-duke Vaffili, pro- 
bably about the year 1424, when Vaffili Demi- 
trievitch obtained a complete viftory over Eun-% 
dal, khan of the Tartars. The year before the 
death of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. a coin was ftruck 
by Ariftotle of Bologna, who, with other foreigix 
artifts, was drawn by that prince to Mofcow. 
6. Coins of the princes of the blood who held 
jndependept principalities^ thofe-of Galitz, Svcn 

m 
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nigorbd, Moiliailk, Bielbrero, Sufdal, Refan, 
Tyer, &c. 7. Thofe of the principal towiis^ 
which had the right of coining; Novogo- 
rod, Plcfcof, Mofcow, Tver, &c. The moft an- 
cient are thofe of Novogorod, where the Tar- 
tar money had no currency; as the commercial 
intercourfe with foreign nations had introduced 
the Lithuanian and Swedifli fpecie. 

^. Coins from the tzar Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 
to the majority of Peter the Great. The firft 
gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan; wlien 
the impreffion was greatly improved. On fome 
of thefe pieces I obferved on one fide the fpread- 
eagle and an • unicorn, and on the reverie, the > 

Ipread-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon 
on its breaft. The firft introduftion of the 
^read-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to the mar- 
riage of Ivan Vaffilievitch I. with the Greek 
princefs Sophia; in whofc right he is faid to 
have founded pretenfions to the Greek empire, 
and to have borne that device upon his arms. 
But weir have no proof of tKe faft, either from 
the coins of this monarch, or from the accounts 
of Herberftein and PofleWnus; and Ivan Vaf- - 
filievitch II. was undoubtedly the firft prince- 
under whom the device of the fj)read eaglq was 
ilamp^d on the coin; but hiftory is filent on 
what occafion it >i^as afiumed. The firft rouble, 
w^ich before wasi only ufed like our pound fter- ' 



^ 
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ling hi computing, wu coined l^ Alex^y Mi^ 
cbaelovitch. In this clafs are tbree coin^.^e- 
SMrkable in the hidory of the empire : the fir^ 
is a Ruifiap ducat, having the hei4s of the tt^d 
tzars lyan and Peter Alexie vitch on one fide^ 
and on the other that of their fifter Sophia, with 
. the crown, fceptre, and royal robes; The otheii| 
^re two coins of Ivan and Peter, which baffilf) 
the conje^res of hifiorians : they hear no date ; 
And as thefe princes were Joint fover^igns, nc^ 
<mti^axy has accp^nteid for their feparate r^ 
prefentation^ when the money^ during %h^ 
reign, was, excepting in this infttiice, uniforqily 
impuefled with both their beads. 9. The hJk 
iclafs comprifes all the mone^ iflUcd by Petf^raad 
bis fucFeffojrs ; upoa comparing thefe with th# 
preceding coins, |t is eyidepjt U> thp commoneft 
obferver^ how muQh the die was correfted by 
Peter tiie Gresd^on his retjirnfrom his travels j 
^d thatfi^cp hia plxap ip has ^gradually degener 
fated*. 

The cabinet is dqh In Eaftera coin« ; eon-^ 
twining, among others^ thofe of the caliphs of 
Arabia and Samarcand j of tlie khans of Bulga- 
ria, Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of the Mongol 
tribe, c^ed by the Ruifiani? the Golden Horde, 

* S^ Eilai f\ir la Bib. p. 245. Verfucli ucber die altea Ruflifr 
chcn Muentzen. Journ. St. Fet,* 1781^ 

.3 . Among 



Amon^ the Indian pieces are the twelve roupees^ 
reprefenting the tyrelye figns of the Zodiac, of 
iqueen Nourmahall, whofe hiftory, ?elate4 m 
the traveU of Taverni^r *, has more the air of an 
jEaftern tale than of a trae narrative t- 

In an adjoining apartment, I was ftruck wiA 
fL waxen figure of Peter the Great, as large a^ 
life, iittii^ iqi a^ armed chain The features 
}>ear an ^xa£l refemblance to the original, being 
taken from a mould qpplied to his face when 
ii«ad, and cploufed in Imitation of his com^ 
|dexion. Tbp ey?i-brow$ and hair 'are black, the 
£yes darkj the complexion fwarthy, the'afped 
ferocious, apd Sk^ head inclined to one fide, ac** 
iCording to his ufual habit He was very tall; 
fmd, on meafuring the figure, as well as the pof^ 
ture would permit, the height es^ceeded fix feet. 
It is clothed in the only full drefs which that 
i^mperor ever wor^ the fame which he had 01^ 
when he placed the crown upon the head of his 
|)eloved Catharine, This drefs is of bluefdk 
fichly embroidered with filver j the ftockings of 
fljCfli-coloured filk, with filver clopks. But I ihould 
have received more fatisfaSion in contemplating 
|J>i8 great njonarch^s image, dreffed in the plain 
0reen uniform, a^d brafs-hilted fword and haV 



9 Tavemier'* Tiavds, Part II, p. lo* 
^ ^^cbpfiftcr^ EjOi^ fur la Ijfihl* p. 25^^ 

lirhicK 
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-which arcprcferved in the fame room, and wex^ 
y orn by him at the battle of Pultava • the hat 
^i pierced near the' crown by a mu&etvbalf. 
•This apartment contains alfo the trowfers, worft^ 
ed ftockings, flioes, and cap, which he wore at 
•^ardam, when he worked as a fliipwright in the 
charafte;- of Mafter Peter. 

The Academy of Sciences have'paid the great- 
eft refpeft to tlie rhenioiy of their illuftrious 
founder, by preferring in their mufeum the horfe 
which he rode at the battle of Pultava, two fa^ 
Yourite dogs, his turning-lathe a:nd tools, fever 
Val fpecimens of his workmanfhip ; an iron bar, 
with the following infcription r '^'ITQ^,- Thuif^ 
day, Feb. £1, His Majefty Peter ^ I. being at 
(^lonetz, forged this bar with his own hand." I 
muft not omit- three goblets of filverj prefcntecJ 
•id the fame monaix^h on launching three fliips of 
the line, conftrufted i*nder his immediate dired- 
tion. One of thefe goblets, ooiitaihing 65 me- 
tkls of the French' kings, was 'the giftofthi 
emprefs Catharine, who equally availed heifelf 
of her hufband's virtues and foibles to win his af- 
feftions. Another article, which engaged my 
attention, was the hiodel of a veffel of i aOgun^ 
given by William III. to Peter during his reft^ 
dence in England. The emperor, who had re- 
ceived many m^rks of the king's friendfliip„ 
preiented him at parting with a diamond of 

grea^ 



gitat. valxu^^ untapped in a piece of cTommooL 
ferown papur ; an ex»bl6m of himfelf and his na- 
tion,* vhofe. virtues and- aWHties were yet undqi 
a .eoarfe feoven 



i This account of the Academy of Science* 
iholidd not- be clofed without mentioning: the 
Cleleftial Sphere, or Globe of Gottorp, placed 
hr a detached bnilding, to preferve it from fire« 
It iis a large hollow fphere, eleven feet in diame- 
ter^ containing a table, and feats for twelve per- 
fons.. The infide reprefents the vifible furface 
bf the heavens : the liars are diftinguifhed, ac- 
cording to their refpe6bive magnitudes, by gild- 
ed nails. It is fet to the meridian of Peterf- 
burgh; and, being turned by a curious piece of 
inechanifm, exhibita the true poiition of the 
heavens. The outfide reprefents the terrcfta ial 
fflobe. This machine is called the Globe of 
Gottorp, from the original of that name, which, 
iat the expence of Frederic III. duke of Hol- 
ftein, was erefted at Gottorp by Andrew Bufh, 
under the direftion of Adam Olearius *. It was 
planned after a defign found among the papers 
pf the celebrated Tycho Brahe, and prefented 
by Frederic IV, king of Denmark to Peter the 
Great, who faw it in 1 7 1 3, and expreffed n^uch 

• Bufching Erdbefchriebung, article Gottorp. Afta Pet. fov 
1777, Pact 11. p. 7» 

fatisfaftioa 
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^e carriage of fo cuthbrous a machine hem 

Gottorp to Peterfburgh wa5 attended vntit gr^t 

expence and labour. It was conveyed oviir ti^e 

fiiow upon it>llers and fledges to Riga, and 

from thence was lent by fea to the neiL tnttr6^ 

folJs ♦ This fphere wai aftefwftr da eie€ttd in 

tlie building of the Academy of Sciences, and 

burnt in 1747/ ("rom the iron plates or ikeleton, 

the prefent globe teas confiru6^ed, with con« 

^derable addttibns, and placed, in I7^i» it 

its prefent pofiUon. It is of the lame fize ai 

the original ; and is far preferable, becau£^ all 

the modern difcoveries in geography and afircH 

nomy have been added. The meridian and 

horizon were formed by Scott, an Engliih mc^ 

chanic f « 

Tfie 

• Motrajre'fi Tcavdaf. 

•f- Travellers are too apt, in ^efcribing fdretgn cotbitrks, ti - 
^overlook their owxh and to reprefent many chjtiks as extraordiiuffy 
and pecuHar, which may ibmetimes be found in greater perfedioflt 
at home. To avoid the imputation of this partial prooeediag, I 
ihall here add., that this agronomical machine is hr inferior in' 
fize to one ereftcd at Pembroke CoHeg^, in the nniverfity of Caniv 
bridge, by the late Br. Long, mafter of that {otkty, 'wfaici is thti4 
4kfcribed by the Do£h>r him&H* : 

** I have^ in a ropitt lately buik in Pembroke-Hall, ereded a- 
fphere of 18 feet diameter, wherein above 30 perfons may fit cofr* 
leniently ; the entrance into it is ovef the fouth pole, by fix ftep^ ; 
f|ie frame of the fphere confiih of a number of iron meridians, not' 
complete femicircles, the northern ends of which are fcrewed to al 
krge round f late of brafs, with an hole iB the centre of it { throtigit 
itds bole^from a beam in the tcioling, comer the aoitii pole, a round 
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The Academy of Arts was eftabliflied by Eli- 
zabeth^ at the fuggeflion of count Shuvalol^ and 
annexed to the Academy of Sciences^ : the fund 
Iras j^.4,000 per anvtum, and the foundation 
for 40 fcholars. Catharine fbnned it into a fe- 
parafee tnflitution, enlarged the annual revenue lot 
£A^iO00y and angmented the number of Icholarsk 
to 300 : fhe alfo conftfu6led, for the ufe and 
accommodation of the members^, a k^ge circu-^ 
building, which fronts the Neva*' The fcho- 



ivon ro^ alioue Aree iioches long^ and fuppoits'&e ilp^per parts of 
the l];>here to itr properelevation for the latitude of Caxxibridgef 
like lower part of the fphere^ fo much of it as k inviiible in £ng«' 
land^ is cut 0^3 and-tlie lower or fouthem ends of the meridiaat, 
te* thuicati^reiaiciiiclesy terminate on» and are fcrewtd down to^ » 
ftrong circle of oak> of about thirteen feet diameter, which, when 
the ^here is put ii^tomotion^ runs upon hage rollers of lignunl 
idtae, in the manner that the tops of ibme wind-mills are made US 
tiini iV>ttnd« Upon the iron meridians is fisEed a zodiac of tin 
paitntd blae, whereon the eiliptic and heUbcentric orbits of the 
planets are dhiwn, and the conftellatioBs and ftars traced: the 
great and little iBear and Draco are already painted in their placet 
round the noiih pole $ the reft of the conftellations are pr<^led to 
follow t the whole is turned round with a fmafl winch.* with v» 
little labour as it takes te wind up a jack, tfaeu^^ the weight of 
the iron> tin, and wooden circle, is about a thouiand pounds # 
When it is made ufe of, a^ planeterium will bepkcedin the middle 
thereof. The wbole, wi^ the floor, is well fnpperted by a fhmie 
• 9f huge timber,"' 

Since the above w^ written, the (phere has been completely 

"ifiiiihed} and all the conftell^ons and ftars of the northern he- 

xmifphere, vifible ait Cambridge, are painted in dteir proper places' 

upon plates of iron joined tcf ethisrr which' form one eoncaire 
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lars ailfe -admitted at the age of fix, continue un- 
til they have attained that of eighteen ; and arc 
inftrufted in reading, writingj arithmetic, the 
French and German languages, and^ drawing. 
At the age of fourteen they are at liberty to 
, chafe any of the following arts, divided into 
four clafles, l. Painting, in all its branches of 
hiftory, portraits, battles, and landfcapes ; archi- 
.te6hire; Mofaic; enamelling ^ &c. ^.Engraving 
.on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving 
in wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making,* 
turning, inftrument-makirig, c&fiing fiatues' in 
bronze and other metals, imitating gems and 
medals in compofitions, gilding, and, varnifliing. 

Prizes are annually diftributed to thofe who 
excet in any particular art; and from thofe wha 
have obtained four prizes, twelve are fele6lcc[, 
who are fent abroad at the charge of the empxdk. 
A certain fum is paid to defray thefr travelling k^ 
expences ; and when they are fettled in any town, 
they receive an annual falary of jf.60, which is 
continued during four years. There is a fmall 
affortment of paintings for the ufe of the fcho- 
lars ; and thofe who. have made grcj^t progrefe 
are permitted to copy the pi6lures in the imperii{l 
coUeftion. There are alfo models in plaifter of 
the heft antique ftatues in Italy, all executed at 
Rome, of the fame iize with the originals, which . 
the artifts of the Academy were employed to 

" caft 
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call it bronze. We obferved feveral finifhed 
pieces of drawing, painting, and fculpture, which 
had much Iberit, and feemed to predi6i the fu» 
ture improvement of the arts in Ruffia. 

Thoygh this inilitution is admirably calculate 
ed for promoting the liberal arts, and deferves 
the higheft encomiums, we muft not be furprifr 
ed on confiderins: the fmall effefts which' have 
hitherto flo\Ved from this endowment. The fcho*- 
Jars, for the moft part, raatke a confiderable pror 
grefs during their continuance in the- academy, 
and many improve themfelves abroad* It is 
remarkable, however, that the perfons of the 
greateft merit often fettle in other countries ; or^ 
if they returUi foon fink into an indolence, which 
^pl^ears aln^oft national. The paufe of this fai-^ 
lure feems to proceed from the little encourage-f 
pient which they receive from the nation in ge-r 
neral. The fpvpreign may rear artills, like fot 
reign plants ^in a hot bed, at a prodigiousr ex«r 
pence, and by conftant cultivation j but unlefs 
the fame care is continued when they are brought 
to maturity, they will ficken by neglei^^ And 
it is impoffible even for a monarch, howei^r in* 
clined to proted merit, or for a few of the nobi^ 
lity who follow fuch an illuftrious ex^^mple, to 
diffufe a love for thp works of art among a peo» 
pie .who muft firft imbibe a degree of taft^ 
)lf hich can only be acipiired by experience ; an4 



194 



TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 



•0« ^» 



if thofe who excel are not diftinguifhed, they 
cannot feel that noble, fpirit of emulation which 
excites to excellence. As the naticHi, however, 
is gradually drawing towards a higher ftate of 
civilization and refinement; thefe inilitutions 
muft be produftive of more extenfive and perr 
manent efFeas. 

The Free Oeconomical Society, or the Socie^ 
ty for the Promotion of Agriculture, at Peterf- 
burgh, owes its origin to the following occaiion : 
The emprefs. one day at table expreffing berfelf 
with warmth on the advantages that would re- 
fult from fuch a fociety, firft fuggefted the idea 
to prince Orlof, who happened to be prefent. In 
conformity to the wiflies of his imperial miftrefs, 
he and fourteen other perfons, men of rank 
and learning, affembled in Jun? 1765, drew up 
rules, formed themfelvcs into a regular fociety, 
and laid the plan before the emprefs, who fig- 
nifieri her approbation by an anfwer, written with 
her own hand. 

'' The defign which you have jufl: formed for 
tlieimiu'ovement of agriculture and husbandry, is 
highly agreeable to us; and your labours will 
be regarded as eifeftual proofs of a true zeal and 
Idve for your country. We confider the plan 
and the regulations, by which you have bound 
yourfelves, as deferving our approbation, and we 
gracioTifly allow you to he called The Free Oe-* 

. . conomical^ 
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conomkal Society. You miy reft affured, that 
'we take your fociety under our proteftion : we 
not only confent that you ufe our feal and impe- 
rial coat of arms ; but, as a, particular mark of 
our good will towards you, we permit you to 
bear our device in the centre of our imperial 
arms ; namely, a hive, to which bees are bring- 
ing honey, with the motto * Profitably.' 

" We gratify, moreover, your fociety with 
6,000 roubles, towards the purchafe of a conve- 
nient houfe, as well for your meeting, as for the 
purpofe of holding a library on fubjefts of agri- 
culture. Your labours will, under the proteftion 
of Divine Providence, be highly advantageous 
to you and your pofterity ; and we will not fail, 
in proportion as your zeal difplays itfelf, td in- 
creafe our good-will. 

" Oftober 31, 1763. Catharine.* 

The fociety confifts of a prefident, who is 
changed every four months, and of an indefinite 
liumber of members. The candidate for admif- 
fion muft be propofed by three members, and is 
reje6led or admitted by the majority of the per- 
fons prefent. The fociety is chiefly fiipported 
by the volyntary contributions of its members, 
whofe number, in 1781, amounted to 179. The 
affembly meets regularly once a week, when the 
papers on Agriculture and fimilar fubjefts are 
read. Thofe Avhich are thought worthy of pub- 

Q 2 lication 
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lication are printed at the expence of ii^e em« 
prefs, for the profit of the fociety. The work 
is fold at a low price; and twelve copies are 
forwarded gratis to the governors of each pro* 
vince, to be diftributed in the feveral govern-* 
ments. The Tranfaftions are either written or 
tranflated into the Ruflian language, and print* 
ed in o6i;avo^ 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confifiing of 
gold and filver medals, or money, fometimesto 
the amount of £. 1 40, for the bed folutions of 
certain queflions relative to agriculture an4 
for improvments in huibandry. The emprefs, in 
the true fpirit of this inftitution, fends feveral 
ypung men into England, to ftudy pra£iical 
agriculture. They are chiefly recommended to 
Arthur Young, Efq. who has diilinguiflied him- 
felf bymany excellent works on various branches 
of hufbandjy ; and who was elefl;ed in the mo(V 
honourable manner a member of this fociety. 

In Peterlburgh are two feminaries for the 
education of the nobility ; the porps de Cadets 
for males, and the Ze Cowvent des Ikmoifelles 
Nobles, for females. 

The houfe appropriated for the feminary of 
the cadets, was formerly a palace belonging to 
prince Mentchikof, fituated in the Vaflili Oftrof) 
and contains, including the cadets, at lead 2,00a 
perfons. This inftitution owes its origin to the . 

emprefs 
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fcmprefs Anfle, by the advice of marflial Munic , 
but has been fo much improved, and the fund fo , 
confiderably enlarged, by Catharine II. that her 
tnajefty may almoft be called its foundrefs. The 
lannukl income is j^vdo,000, for the deception of 
Boo boy«. 

In November 1?78, there were 480 nobles, 
tmd 64 gymnafiafts, or children of inferior ranks, 
Vho are defigned to be tutors to noblemen'iJ 
children, and are inftruftcd in claffical literature. 
The nobles are chiefly intended for the army, 
and are drefled in uniforms ; a few excepted, who 
follow a civil 4ine. The children are admitted 
at the age of fix, and remain fifteen years : they 
are divided into five claffes, and learn French, 
German, apthmetic, fortification, ta6tics, hiftory, 
geography. They alfo receive leffons in danc- 
ing, JTencing, and riding, and fome in drawing 
and mufie. The boys whofe genius prompts them 
lo fuch ftudies, are provided witli mailers in th6 
Latin, Englifh, and Tartar tongues. The cadets 
are divided into companies ; and i-egularly train*^ 
ed to military exercifes. During fix weeks iA 
Tummer they form an encampment near the town, 
are reviewed, and perform all the manoeuvres of 
war. Prizes of books, gold and filver medals, 
ribbands, and ftari^, are annually difl:ributed 
among thofe who excel, as well in their refpec- 
tive ftudies and employments, as in their exer- 

3 cifeSv 
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cifes. Of thofe whofe merit has entitled tbem to 
fix prizeii, three are annually felefted to travel, 
with an allowance to each of j^. 120 per annum. 

The boys are brought up in the hardieft mjan- 
ner ; they are not, even in winter, clad in furs, 
nor always indulged in the ufe of ftoves. They 
are habituated to all kinds 6f exercife, and par- 
ticularly to running and leaping. I faw fomc 
of the largeft cadets engaged in thefe manly di- 
verfions. At the further end of a large hall 
flood a leathern horfe, the. higheft part of which 
was atleaftfix feet. They leaped ovei it in every 
direftion, fprungover the head, vaulted into ihe 
feat, turned themfelves round on it, poifed them- 
felves on their hands, with their head on the fad- 
die and their feet in the air, and then threw them* 
felves from that pofture upon the floor on their 
legs ; with other feats, which they performed 
with as much eafe and agility as the moil ex- 
pert tumblers. Tliefe exercifes are of great ufe 
in flretcbing their limbs, opening their chefts, 
and rendering them robuft and aftive. In every 
department great attention is paid to cleanlinefs, 
and the boys afe remarkably healthy. Once 
or twice in winter, the cadets are- permitted 
to give a mafquerade and ball to the principal 
nobility, gn which occafion, fome of the young 
ladies from the female feminary are generally 
invited as pj^rtners for the upper boys. One of 

thefc 



e» 6; COtJVENT DES DEMOISELLES: 199 

thefe entertainments, at which we were prefent, 
was condudied with great elegance ancj pro- 
priety, 

. The feminary for the education of the fe- 
male nobility; ufually called. Le Convent des De- 
moifclks Nobles^ is fituated at the ejctremity of 
the fuburbs of Alexander Nevfki. - The edifice, 
which is : a krge quadrangular building, wa> 
erefted by Elizabeth for a nunnery; but was 
Converted by Catharine to its prefent ufe, and 
endowed w.ii;h a falary of^. 16,000 per annum. 
It was firft opened in 1764, for the reception of 
children; the foundation is for 200 nobles, and. 
240 bourgeoi/es, or children of lower rank. To- 
thefe the emprefs has added 50 fupernumerary 
nobles, called penfionaires; ^z,vA Mr. Betflcoi, 
the humane direftor of all thefe ufeful focie- 
ties for education^ fupports . 40 bourgeaifes at 
his own expence. The girls are admitted be- 
tween the age of five and fix, and quit the femi^- 
nary about eighteen. Formerly the young la- 
dies and the bourgeoifes were brouglit up in the 
fame manner, without the leafl; attention to dif- 
ference of rank and fortune; but this plan is 
wifely amended, and they now receive an edu- 
cation more adapted to their refpedive fituations 
in life. 

They are both divided into four clafles. The 
firft clals is habited in white, the fecond in light . 

o 4 brown, 
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brown, the third in green, and the loweft in chd*<^ 
colate. The drefs of the bourgeoifes in coarfer 
than that of the young ladies: the firft chfs (^ 
whom wear alfo black handkercfatefB and green 
aprons ; while the bourgeoifes are clothed entirely 
jn whije* They all learn reading, writing, ac^ 
counts, and needle-work. The yoting kdies artf 
feparately inftrufted in hiftory and geography^ 
and acqtiirei befide a grammatical knowledge of 
t^eir native tdngue, the French, German, an<S 
Italian languages, andteceive teKTond Jn danc-^ 
ing, mufie, and drawing, dccording. td the beui 
of their genius* Inftead of thefe acck:^mplifli* 
ihentsj the bourgeoifes are employed in the mi* 
iiagement of hoiufehould affairs ^ they prepare 
end wafh their own lineh, are taught td mak€ 
bread, and trained to thetirt of cookery* One 
of the apartments was hung with the deCignSj 
paintings, charts, genealogical tablei^ and othef 
trophies Which difpkyed tlie ingenuity of the 
young ladies. Thofe who diftlnguifli themfelYes^ 
receive annual prefents, confiding chiefly of 
ribbands, which are worn in bows at their fides. 

Gn the day in which M'^e vifited this iiobl^ 
foundation, a hundred poor women dined in the 
hall, and were attended • by the young ladies, 
who diftributed to each perfon a fmall filver 
coin, and a few yards of linen* This ceremony 
was inflituted to inculcate in their tender minds 
'9 ail 
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Jul attetition tb the poor, and a readinefs to re-' 

- » 

lieve diftrefe. 

. The quadrangular btiilding contains an ele* 
gant theatre, in which the young ladies oc* 
tafionally a<9; plays. Wfe were prefent at a 
rcprefentation, and were gfeatly entertained with 
the peifoflnanee. The theatre is a ciixiuk^ 
room, neatly painted with trees in imitat^ioii 
of a landfcape, and feetned capable of contain-^ 
ing 400 fpeftators. The pieces wfere, L& ^r* 
tante Maitrtfjiy and L'Orach, both perforked 
in the French tongue j the firft by young ladieij 
of fixteen ot feventeeti years of age, and the laft 
by oth^r^ of ten or twelve. Both parties a6led 
With fpirit, and difplayed great propriety in :^ 
jgefture and elocution. I wa* greatly aftoniihed 
iat the purity with which they pronounced the 
French tongue* The rcprefentation was con- 
cluded by a ballet, and various dances, adapted 
to the ages and ftrength of the feveral perform- 
iers. The national dance was introduced : it is 
e^tecuted by two perforts, Who continue nearly 
on the fame fpot, but ufe a variety of movements 
with the aims, body, and head, while their fliouU 
ders are elevated and depreffed in exacl mea- 
fure. It is expreffive of a courtfhip; firft Ian- 
guifliing looks, coynefs, refufal, and invitation j 
at length the two dancers, having once or twice 
changed places, make a couple of circles brifkly, 
and conclude with an embrace* 

The 
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The play was followed by a ball and fupper, 
to which were admitted feveral of the nobility 
and foreign gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. 
At twelve a collation was ferved on feveral 
tables, at which parties promifcuoufly ranged 
themfelves. As I was walking about the room, 
one of ^the young ladies obferving a foreigner 
unprovided with a feat, quitted the table where 
Ihe was fitting, and politely inyited me to make 
one of her party, an invitation I immediately 
accepted. I withdrew, with the reft of the 
company, at two o'clock in the morning, highly, 
delighted with the eafe and innocent vivacity 
of my fair entertainers, whofe politenefs and af* 
fability befpoke the elegant fpirit of the iiifti-r 
tution. 



C. 7. PROFESSOR FALLAS. 403* 



I 



CHAP. 7. 



Anecdotes of Proftflbr Pallas.— His travels and workSt—Circum* 
dances of Dr. Samuel Gmelin's death.— Memoirs of Gulden* 
flaedt — His travels into Georgia and Imeretia.— Reception at 
the courts of the princes Heraclius and Solomon.— Works o£ 
Guldenilaedt. 



THE * eminent naturalift and traveller, Pe- 
ter Simon Pallas, is fon of Simon Pallas, a 
native of Jbhannilburgh in Pruffia, who was 
profeflbr of furgery at Berlin, and diftinguiflied 
himfelf among the writers of phy fie, by a Trea- 
tife on the Operations of Surgery, publiflied in 
1763; and by a Supplement on the Difeafes of 
the Bowels, in 1770, in which year he died, at 
the age of 76. 

Peter Simon Pallas was born at Berlin, on the 
fi«d of September 1741. He received the early 
part of his education from private tutors in his 
father's houfe, under whom he made an aftonifh- 
ing progrefs. Among the preceptors, to whom 

• I am indebted to Mr. Pallas himfelf, for many anecdotes of 
his early life, and for fome part of the remaining account of the 
learned profeflbr to my ingenious friend Dr. Pulteney, well known 
to the publicby his ** General View of the Writings of Linnsus.^ 

the 
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the great naturalift expreffes his particular obli- 
gations^ muft be diftinguiflied John Martin 
Sheyling, who behaved .to him more like a friend 
than a mafien Sheyling being not an inelegant 
writer, and particularly attached to poetry, the 
young fcholar imbibed from his mafter's in* 
ftru6lions and example a tafte for poetry, and 
Compofed feveral pieces in verfe, which have 
been given to the public. To the fame perfon 
he was likewife indebted to a very early attach* 
xnent to entomology. Being deftined to iludy 
phyfic fb early as the 1 3th" year of his age, he 
attended a courfe of le^res on anatomy, phyfi- 
ology, botany, medicine, and furgery, under 
profeffors Meckel, SprSegel, Gleditch, RolofJ 
and his father, and applied himfelf with great 
affiduity to anatomicjll ditfeftions. He made 
fuch rapid advances in thefe branches of fci* 
en ce, that, in the beginning of 1758, he was 
enabled to read a courfe of public leftures 
on anatomy^ which every fubjed)^ who pra6lifes 

r 

phyfic in the Piiifliaa dominions, is obliged to 
give, as a proof of his proficiency. Yet, al- 
though thus occupied in his profeflional la- 
bours, his indefatigable getiius ftill found lei- 
fare to purfue the ftudy of infe6ls, and othef 
branches of zoology, for which he feems at an 
tarly period to have conceived a predile&ion^ 
and in whiSh he eminently exoelsi^* 
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. In the autumn M« Pallas repaired to the uni«* 
verfity of Halle, where he attended the le^res 
^ the celebrated Segner on Tnathematics an4 
phyfics, and improved his knowledge of minera^ 
logy in the environs of that city. 

In the fpring of 1 759, he removed to Gottin-^ 
gen ; and, although a long and dangerous illneis 
prevented him from profecuting his ftudies with 
hi3 ufual ardour; yet he reaped great benefit 
from the inftru^ions of the phyficians Roederer 
and Vogel, and improved his general knowledge 
by his accefs to the public library. 

During his refidence at Gottingen, he midQ 
numerous experiments on the effe6l of poifons 
imd other violent remedies, applied biniTelf to 
the diffedion of aj^imals, and formed repeated 
obfervations on the worms, which breed in t\Q 
inteftinies, on whiqh fubjeft he dompofed an in-» 
genious treatiie, under the title of De infejiis 
wiventibus intf^ viventiUy defcribing with fingu<f 
lar accuracy thofe worms which are found in the 
human body. 

In July 1 760, he was attracted to the uni* 
vorfity of Leyden by the fame of the celebrated 
phyficians and naturalifts Albinus, Gaubius, and 
l^ufchenbroek ; and by them he was noticed as 
S^ young man of promifing genius and indefati-^ 
gable ardour. His talenta particularly recom-» 
weitded him to the favouc of Gaubius^^ the prin*^ 
1 : cipal 
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cipal profeflbr. In December he took his doc- 

•tor's degree, and diftinguifhed himfelf by an in- 

•augural differtatiott, in which he defended, by 

'»ew experiments, the diflertation on worms, 

compofed at Gottingen. 

• Durina: his refidence at Levden, natural hif- 
tory became his predominant purfuit; he em- 
ployed all the time which he could deal from his 
profeflional ftudies in vifitihg the public and pri- 
vate cabinets of natural hiftory, with which Ley- 
'den abounded, and was ' particularly charmed 
with the collection of Gronovius. 

Having vifited the principal cities of Holland, 
he direfted his courfe to London, where he ar- 
rived in July 1761, with a view to improve his 
knowledge of medicine and furgery. But he 
was now fo much ^abforbed in his paflion for na- 
tural hiftory, that he neglefted every other pur- 
fuit, and devoted himfelf to this favourite branch 
of fcience. He feemed to have no other occu- 
pation by day than to examine the various col- 
leftions, and to perufe the principal books which 
he could procure on the fubjeft of natural hif- 
tory ; nay, fo eager was he in thefe purfuits, that 
he frequently employed the greater part of the 
night, and occifionally even whole nights to-, 
gether, whenever he met with any new publica- 
tion, which awakened his curiofity^ With a 
view of extending his knowledge, he took feve^ 

ral 
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Valjoumies to the Tea coafts, and particularly in 
Suffex ; and I have ofteh heard him lament with 
regret, that the fcantinefs of his income did not 
permit him tb extend his refearches to the prin- 
cipal parts of Great Britain. 

Being at length fummoned hy his father to 
Berlin, he quitted London with regret in April 
1 762, and repaired to Harwich to embark im^ 
mediately for Holland ; but being fortunately 
detained for feveral days by contrary winds, he 
examined the fea-coaft, and collefted various 
marine produftions. On the i sth of May, he 

■ 

landed in Holland ; and, pafljng through the 
Hague, Leyden, Amfterdam, and the circle of 
Weftphalia, arrived at Berlin on the l£th of ; 
June. 

To commence the praftice of his profeffion, 
his father fent liim to Hanover for tlie purpofc 
-of procuring the place of furgeon in the allied 
. army ; but on his arrival in July, the peace being 
nearly concluded, he returned to Berlin. He 
there paffed a year, which he chiefly employed in 
preparing materials for^a Fauna InfeBorum Mar- 
chica ; or a Defcription of the Infedls in the 
March of Brandenburgh ; the manufcript of 
which now remains unpubliflied in the pofleflion 
of profeflbr Sandfort, at Leyden, becaufe \h& 
author diffidently efteemed it unworthy of pub-^ 
lication. 

Animated 



Animated by hispredile^lon for naturalhiiloryg 
he extorted hi$ father'$ confent to fettle in Holi 
Jand, and arrived in September at the Haguet 
where he obtained a fettlemeixt through the rci 
commendation of Gsiubius, 
. His reputation a« a man of feiencc being ef-. 
tablifhed, he wa* ele6ied Fellow of the Royal So-, 
c^ety of London, and member of the academy 
Des Curieux d^ le Nature ; to both of which 
foeieties he had previoufly fent fome interefting 
papers. * 

. His intimacy with the moft qelebrated natu* 
ralifis in Holland, particularly with thof(? of the 
Hague, who had juft eftabliihed a literary focicr 
ty ; the free accefs which he had to the mufeum 
of the prince of Orange, and othef curious ^ca^ 
Ibinets ; the fyftematic catalogues of thofe col- 
ledions which he drew up, feyeral qf which he 
gave to the public, contributed to advance hif 
knowledge of natural produ6iions in the various 
parts of the globe; and to furnllh him fuch 
materials as gave birth to thofe accurate pompo-i 
(itions which have defefvedly diftinguiflied hint 
a3 the firft szoologift of Europe^ One of his firft 
works in this branch of fcienee,. which rendere4 
him eminently confpicuous, was ^l^nchns Zoo^ 
fkytQTum. 

. The attention which Pallas beftowed on the 
Zoophytes, or ^nim^l-plants, in the m.veiligat 

tJQfl 



tion of the worms infefting the human body/ 
particulatly the uncommon natuxe of the tcenidy 
or tape-worm, as he acknowledges, feems to 
have led him into this line of natural fciencei 
In this work; which is printed in oftavo, aftei! 
treating on the nature of th§fe Animals in a gene* 
ral way, and giving the various opinions of authors 
relating to the plade they ought to hold in the 
Syfteni ^f Ndture, he defcribes, from his own 
infpeftioii, moi'e than 270 fpecies of thofe worms 
and animalcules, which are known under the 
generical names of polypes, corals, madrepores, 
corallines, fea-pens, fd?«i<r, or tape- worm, fponges^ 
fea-fans, &Ci 

The free accefs which he had to the mufeuni 
^ the prince of Orange, and other curious coL- 
teftions in Holland, enabled him to eiirich his 
work with the defcription of various produc- 
tions, brought from both Indies. He has de- 
fcribed each fpecies at large, and given it a new 
name, charadieriftic of its real diftindions ; and 
(what efpecially increafes the value of his work) 
he has extricated, as far as poflible, the fyno- 
nyms of farmer authors, both ancient and tno-* 
dern ; thus rendering his book highly ufef ul to 
^t^ofe who are curious in this branch of natural 
hiftory. 

In a dedication to his Mifcellan^a Zoojogica, 
publiflied in the fame year, the author lays be- 

vox. I J I, ? fow 
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fot^ tl^c Ptinte of Orange a plan for a voyage 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and to the other 
]>tttch fettlementsrii^ theEaft Indies ; and whicbt 
impelled by an ardour of fcientific knQwIed^^ 
he offered to undertake and fuperintend.. Thi* 
pbn, cafejulated to improve our acquaintance 
with the iratui-al hiftoiry of thofe regions, was 
ftrottgly rccommeiided by Gaubius^ and ap-* 
proved by the prince ; but nfBs obftru^led by the 
author' s father, who recalled him to Berlin. 

PailaSi with great relufiance, quitted HoK 
l^nd in November 1766; and on hts return 
tp Berlin, he arranged his numercms materials 
for the public. But he had fcarcely begun 
to pobliih his Spicilegia Zookgica, before he 
was itovited by the empreis Catharinje H. Xq 
accept the pro&iTorihip of natural hiitoiy la 
the imperial Academy of Sciences* Although 
in thift tnftance his. father and relations agalii 
withheld their confent ; ^et the author's ardent 
zeal for his favourite fcience, and au irreiifii-^ 
hie defire to vifit regions fo little, known, and 
ttbounding in the produ&ions of nature,, induc- 
ed him to haften his departure for a country^ 
where his curiofity was likely to be> amply, gra^ 
tificd. He accordingly quitted Berlin, in June 
1767, and arrived at Peterlburgh on the lOth of 
Augixlt 

il^ made his appearance among the Buf- 
,1 ilans 
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fiaoi^at a critiead period. The eAy(>re& had al-* 
feady ordered the Academy of Scicmcei to fend 
aftroBomers iirto rariot© parts of the RttlHail 
empire, to obfervc the tranfit of Venus over' 
the fun^s difk, in 1769. Beiiig juft 'rtturaed 
from a vpyage down the Volga, and from vi.» 
fiting the interior provinces of European Ruf-^ 
fidy the enlightened fovereign had perceived the 
deficiency of tlie topographical accounts;^ and 
anticipated thre advantage of deputing teamed 
men to vifit the diftant provinces of her ex* 
lenfive dominions, with a view to enlarge thct 
bicmnds of fcience, ^nd fpread the knowledge of 
ufefut arts among the natives. For this purpofa 
Catharine had directed the Academy to fend^ 
in cc^pan^ with the aftronomers, the mod abte 
naturalifts and philofophcrs. Pallas having of- 
fered to accompany this expedition, was charg- 
ed with drawing up general inftruftions for the 
naturalids, and- gratified with the choice of his 
aflociateSk To him was fubmitted, at his own; 
iiiequeO;, the conduft of the expedition to the eaft 
of the Volga, and 'towards the extreme parts of 
^beria ; and he was bell calculated for that ex^ 
pedition> as the elder Gmelin, his precurfor in 
thoie regions; had ahnoft entirely neglefted zoo- 
logy, Pallas employed the winter in forming a^ 
fyftematic catalogue of the animals in the cabi^ 
ifet of tl|ie Academy.; in putting into order the 

p $ " celebrated 
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celebrited colleftiori of profeffor Bre)^ of Daut?* 
iic, lately purchafed by prince Orlof ; in "pi^ 
paring for the prefs fix numbers of his SpicUegia 
'ZoologiCdt which were printed during his abfence 
under the direftion of Dr. Martin, and in form- 
ing the nefceflary arrangements for. his expedi- 
tion. 

At length, in June 17C8, he quitted Petcrf* 
burgh, in company witb Meflrs. Falk, Lepekin, 
and G uldenftaed t, ais his aiTociates, paflfed through^ 
Mofcow, yiodimir, Kafimof^ Murom, Arfamas, 
to Cafau ; and having examined grea| part of 
ihat province, M'intered at Simbirik* Froni 
thence he departed in March j and penetrated 
through Samara, and Orenburgh, as fai- as Gu- 
rief ; a fmall Ruffian fortrefs, fituated at the 
mouth of the river Yaic, or Ural. There he 
examinxrd the confines of Calmuc Tartary,.and 
tlie neighbouring fhores of the Cafpian:; and,, 
returning through .the provii^ice of Orenburgh, 
paffed the fecond winter at Ufa. After feverftl 
expeditions in the adjacent regions, hcf left Ufa 
op the lOth of May 1770, profecut^d his route 
through the Uralian mountains to* Catharinen-* 
burgh, vifited the mirjps, proceeded to Tchelia- 
binik, a fmall fortrefs in the government of 
-Orenburgh, and ii^ December made an excurfion 
as far as Tobolflc. ' 

The next year lie was employed in tr^verfing 

' tlie 



the AlCai Mountains, and tracing the courfe of 
the Irtiih to Ornfk and Kolyvan ; where having 
infpe£ted the celebrated filver-mines, he proceed- 
ed to Tomfk, and finiflied that year's expedition 
at Krafnojarfk, a town upon the Yenisei. In 
that place, fituated only in the 56th degree of 
jiorth latitude, the cold was fo intenfe, that the 
learned profeffor was witnefs to the natural con- 
gelation of quickfilver, which curious fhxno-- 
menon he has minutely defcribed ♦. . 

From Krafnojarflc Pallas departed on the 7th 
of March . 1 772, and proceeded by Irkutfk, and 
acrofs the Lake Baikal, to Udinfk, Selenginfk, 
and Kiakta^ which is the principal mart of trade 
between Ruffia and China. Having penetrated 
into that part of Dauria which is fituated in 
the fouth-eaftern region of Siberia, he journeyed 
between the rivers Ingoda and Argoon, at no 
^reat diftauce from the Amoor ; thence tracing 
the lined which feparate the Rullian empire from 
the Mongol hordes dependent on China, he re- 
turned to Selenginfk, and again wintered at 
Krafnojarflc. Iti the fummer of 1773, he vifited 
Tara, Yaitflc, and Aftracan ; and concluded that 
year's ro\xte at Tzaritzin, a town upon the Voir ^ 

« 

• Sec Pallas Reife, P. IIL p. 417— 4195 and a tranflation of this 
Ipmarkable paflage, in V. I. p. 227 of Chemical EiXkys, by Dr. 
W9tfim> biibop of I«andaff. 

m 
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j^a ; from whence he contimied his journey ia 
the eiifiiing fpring, and arrived at Peterlburgli 
on the 30th of July 1774, after an abfence of 
6x yttars. 
. The account of this extcnfive and interdling 
tour was pubiifhed in three parts *, containing 
8004 pages, in five volumes quarto, which haji 
greatly contributed to extend his fame an^ efta-* 
blifli his chara6)^er. Pajlas, in this valuable 
work, has entered into a geographical and topo- 
graphici idefcription of the provinci^ towns, 
and villages which he vifited in hi!^ tour, accom* 
panied with an accurate account of their anti^ 
quitifs, hiftory, produAions, and commerce. He 
ha9 difcriroinated many of the tribes who wan» 
der over the various diftrids, and near the 
confines of Siberia ; detailed, with peculiar pre^^ 
€iiion> their cuftoms, manners, and languages ; 
an4 rendered his travels invaluable to the natu-^ 
ralift, from many important difcoveries in the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms, Thefe 
travels are written in the German language; 
but the author has added to each part an appen^ 
dix in the Latin tbng;ue, which contains near 
400 fcientific defcriptions of feveral quadrupeds^ 
birds, fifli, infeSs, and plants. He has alio 

French tnuiflation of this int^reiUng wiutIl ha» alfo h^tk pttMUk, 

greatly 
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greatly contributed io increafe the utility of hi& 
f^erformance by charts, and engravings of va>^ 
4:ious antiquities^ of feveral Tartar dreflfes and 
idols, and of many animals land plants. 
' Expeditions of this kind into inhofpitable 
.regions, among vagrant and almoft barbarous 
nations, are full of danger ; as was iufficiently 
experienced by Muller, and Gmelin the elder, in 
the rei^n of the emprefs Anne ; and nothing but 
the mod intenfe ardpur for fcience can ftimulate 
men to fuch hazardous undertakings. In that 
expedition De rifle and Steller periftied; and, 
as if thefc fchemes were deftined to ill fate, Dr. 
S. Gmelin, after having loft many of his pa^ 
pers and colle^ions, funk under grief and dif*- 
yeafe, and expired in a fmall village of Mount 
Caucafus, in 1T74. Falk died in the courfe of 
the journey, and profeffpr Lowite was wantonly 
maflacred by the inhuman Pugatchef. 

Pallas fortunately returned, but, from thq man- 
ner in which he finifhes his travels, not without 
enduring many bardihip's, and narrowly efcaping 
from the moil imminent dangers. " On thfe 
50th of July I reached Peterfburgh, with an en* 

4 

feebled body and grey hairs, though only in the 

three-and-thirtieth year of my age; but yet 

much ftronger than when I was in Siberia ; and 

.full of «^rateful agknowledgnietits to Providence, 

P4 for 
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for having preferved and delivered me froni 
ttumberlefs perils." 

Pallas, known to the generality of the Engliih 
readers only as a great naturalifi, deferves a con? 
fiderable place among thofe writers who hav^ 
fucc^eded in .developing the complicated hiftory 
of the roving tribes fc^ttered over thofe extent- 
iive region3 which ftretch from the heart of- Si- 
beria, to the northern limits of India. In a re- 
cent publication, intitled, CoUeftions upon the 
political, Phyfical, and Civil Hiftory- of the 
Mongol Tribes *, he has thrown new light upon 
the annals of a people, whofe anceftora conquerr 
ed RulTia, China, Perfi^, and Indoftan; and, 
at more than one period, eftabliihed, perhaps 
lis large aQ empire as ever .w:fw pofielTed by a 
fingle natioq. TJie materials fqr this publica- 
tion he collected, partly during an iutercourfc 
with the Mongols, Burats, and Calmqcs, and 
partly from the communications pf MuJler and 
Cmelip, 

Hitherto moft authors who have written upon 
thefe Afiatic hordes, have called them all iiidifr 
criminately by the name of Tartars ; but this er- 
roneous appellation is redified by Pallas^ who 
prpves unqueftionabiy that the Mopgol tribes arp 

' ^ a diftinft 
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\ a diftiuft race from the Tartars ; difFering from 
them in features, language, and government, and 
refembling them in nothing but in their iiicli- 
nation to a roving life. This primitive nation 
of Afia, whofe origin, hi&or}^, and prefeat fiato 
form the fubje6t of this interefting i^^ork, dates 
its cetebrity ixom their founder Zinghis Khan. 
When his vaft dominions fell to pieces under hi« 
fucceffors in the 1 6th century, the Mongol and 
Tartar hordes, who compofed one empire, again 
leparated, aud have fince continued diflin A and 
independent, Xh6 Mongol hordes Pallas di- 
lades iiito thriee principal: branches, Mongols, 
Oerats or Calmucs, and Burats ; which he de* 
fcrib^s with that precifion and accuracy which 
diftinguifli all his writings. 

In the fame year iji which the profeffojr print- 
^ his Elenchus Zoophytorufrij he alfo publiihed 
a teatife under the title of Mijcellanea Zoologi-* 
ca quibm mvie imprimis aique obfcurce Anima^ 
Hum Species defcribuntur^ et Obferoationibu^ 
Iconibufque illu/irantur. This work was incor-« 
porated into a fubfequent publication, the^next 
year on his return to Berlin, intitled, Spicilegia 
Zoologica ; which has been continued in num- 
bers, or fafciculij at uncertain periods, imtil 
1 7 80, when the 1 4th was delivered; It contains, 
befides the letter-prefs, 72 plates, and reflefts the 
higheft credit o^ the author, as a moft . careful 

obferver 
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obfcrvar and critic in zoology* The works of 
Boffoa amply tefiify the laboutB of Pallss in 
the fapplementary volumes, and Pennant makes 
frequent acknowledgments of his obligations 
to the » &me fource, particanlarly for his Hiftory 
of Quadrupeds and Ar^c Zoology. 
. In June 1777 the learned profedTor read be* 
fore the Academy of Peterfeurgh, in a meeting 
at whidi the king of S:viaeden was prefi^t^ a Dtf^ 
fertation on the Fonpation ef Mountams, and 
die Changes which this Ulabe has undergone^ 
particularly in the R^i^fom empire. This curi* 
ous treatifC) written in the French tongue, was 
printed at St. Betoiburgh; and a tranfiation of 
it is giTjen by Mr. Toc^e in hts Ruffia lUuf* 
trata* 

In 17 78 he publilhed Npfom Species Quadru- 
pedem e Glirium Ordine. This performance, 
printed at Erlang in qufirtO) contains 9,7 plates, 
and defiiribes numbei*s of the rat genus, and their 
anatomy. In I7fei he brought onl Enumera* 
tio Pianfarmm qux in Horto Procopii d Demi^ 
i^Mofcud vigent (Pet oftavo); or, Catalogue 
df the Plants in Mr. Demidof s Gardens at Mof- 
COW; and in the fanie year he gave to the pub- 
lic two volumes, in oftavo, of an interefting 
work in the German tongue, called, Neue Nor* 
gifche Beytrage^ fee. or New Northern Collec- 
tions on various ful^efts of Geography, .Natural 

Hiftory, 
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Hiftory, aad Agriculture, which have been fol- 
lowed by five additional volumes. 

In 17«« he put forth twtifafcicuU, or num-^ 
bers, of Icone^ InfeQarum prtefe^tifn ^uffm 
SiberimquepeCuUariufn^ &c. quarto, Erlang; or. 
Figures of Infers, principally of thofe which arc 
peculiar to Rulfia and Siberia, accompanied with 
del^criptions and illuftrations. Thefe two num- 
bers treat of Xhtfcarabm, curculiones^ tenebri'^ 
cnes, bupejire^, meloed^s, cerambyces^ with fix 
plates, oointaining coloured figures of 1 80 infe6ts 
0f thofe genera. 

• In 17 S4 he publiihed the firil number of a 
Flora Rujica * ; or a Defcription of the Plante 
of the whole Ruffian empire ; a fplendid work, 
which was executed at the empref8'sexpencc,and 
owes its origin to the following circumftantrc: 
Her majefty inquiring of Pallas the Ruffian 
fiames of feveral plants, the author fent fomc 
dried fpecimens, which he accompanied with 3 
fliort defcription of each plant, and a diflerta- 
tion on thfeir ufes. Catharine, pleafed with the 
method, ordered him to delcribe in the fame 
manner the botany of the whole empire, and to 
^are no expence in the execution of the work, 
Thefecond number came out in 1789. 

* The botanical reader is referred to the Gentleman*t Maga* 
srinc for Auguft 17S5, for a fcientific account of the Flora Ruffica; 
•f which no other reoommendsiti^ need be prm^ than that it wat 
Hrritttti hf Dr, Pultcnejr, 

• The 



The revifal of 4 fcurious, thougt^ !efs intereft-t 
ing publication, which ;fliews the yetfatility of' 
the author's tal^iits, unfbrtimataly contributed 
to ^^lay the completion of the. Flora Ruf- 
fica and hie zoological refearches ; this work i» 
au ijmverfal vocabulary; of which he fuper-. 
intended the impreffion, and whi<;h the. emprefsi 
of Jluflia CoUefted from all quarters of tha 
globe, 

ExcUifiye of thefe feparate publications, he 
}xas printed in the A&s of the Impierial Acajdemy 
of Sciences, various zoological and botanical 
differtatipps, which prove his accurate kaow-^ 
ledgp of natural hiftory. 

It c^nndt but be ple^fmg to the lovers of 
fcience to be informed, that P^^llas hafi been 
diftinguiflied with a mark pf jimperial favour, 
being appointed member of the bpard of mines, 
vith an additional falary of ^.%00. per annum^ 
and honoured with the ordqr of St. Volodimir* 
The emprefs alfo purchafed his »mple colleftion. 
of natural hiftory, in a nianner highly flattering 
to the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being 
infomjed that h? wa^ defirous to difpofe of that 
colleftion, her majefty ftnt w^ord, that her coun-» 
try fhould not be deprived pf fo curious a car 
1[)in^et; that Ihe would be the purchafer, and or- 
dered him to make out the catalqffu^, ^d fii^ 
t\\? price, i|e accordingly named fifteen thouv 

fand 
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fend roubles ^ * Jiavihg exitttiined tfcd cata^ 
loffue, Ihe added with heir own hand, " Mr. 
Pallas iind^rftands naf ural hiftory much better 
than figui^Ui he ought to have charged 2a,oo0 
mfiead of i5,ooo roubles ;for fo many valuable 
articles. The dnipref«i'hef<fever, takes upon 
herielf ta^domia the liiiilftk^ ahd Ihen^bj^ oHlers 
Tier treafiireir to pay QQ/ooo roubles.' M- the 
fame tane'-Mr.' Pallaa ihall not be deprived of 
his coUeftioa^ Jwhich flisftl iftiti continue lo be in 
his oim pcfeffion during^ his life, as he ib well 
imderftands how to render it moil ufeful to man- 
Tdnd.'*'; ^. • •• ^■••■■^' ■ ■■'^" 

' As the care of putting iflt€> oider and pub- 
lifliing 'thift papers of Gmelin and'Guldepftaedt 
is coniigned to Pallas, Ilbali clofe this chapter 
with a flibrt account of thofe learned ^ofeflbrs. 
Dr. Samuel Gmelin, profeffor at Tubingen, 
and afterwards member bf^he Imperial Aca- 
demy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced 
his travels in June 1768, and having fraveffed 
the proVintes of Mofcow, Voronetz, New Ruf- 
fia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftracaji, vifited, in 1770 
and I77r, the differentiiarbours of the Cafpian, 
and examined thofe parts of Perfia which bor- 
der upon that fea, of which he has given a cir- 

* ■ 

^ Pallas has fettled in Crim Tartaiy^ or Tauricla» da aft eilat« 
granted by the emprefs; he has lately publifliod the firft volume of 
^ dcfcrjptionof that cpvintry, 

cumftantial 



tcumfiaxitial account in the threq trollitnes of Ut 
travels already publifted. Animated with Ml 
zeal for extending hid obfenrationtf, he attempt^ 
ed to t>afs through the weilei;ni provinces of 
Perfia, which are in 4 perpetual ilate of warfaire^ 
and infefied by numeiroui battditti. . 

He quitted, in April 177^9 Einsetto^a fkiall 
trading place in Ghilan* on the fimtfaeni Aore of 
the Cafpian, but» on acbount of maitjr difficut- 
ties and dangers, did not, uwtil the feeond of 

' December 1 7 7^> reach SaUtaiv ^ toma fituated at 
the saon1(h of , the. jdver Koor.. From tbetirce he 
proceeded to Baku and Kuba, in the province of 
Shirvan; where he niet with a; fmixdty reception 
from Ali Feth Khan, the fovereign of that dif? 
trifik. After he had been joined by twenty Urar 
1] an Coflacs, and whetl he was only four days jonr* 
ney from the Ruffian fortrels Kiilar^ he and hi^ 

. companions were, on the 5th of Febmary itl^r 
arrefted by order of Ufniii Khan, a petty Tartar 
prince, through whoie territories he was obliged 
to pafs* Ufm^i urged, as a pretence for thi^ 
arreft, that thirty years before feveral fainilies 
had efcaped from his dominions, and found aa 
afylum in the RuiTian territories ; adding, that 
Gmelin ihould not be releafed until thcfc families 
were reftored. The profeffor was removed from 
prifon to prifon, till wearied out with cbfltiihial 
perfecutietis, he expired on the a 7th of July at 

Aciimet-^ 



Achmet-Keiit,.jL village of Mount Catucafuif; 
His death waa occafioised partly by vexaf ion'for 
tk6 lais of Several papers and colIe6):ions> and 
partly by difordeirs contrafted* from the fatigues 
ef hia long journey. Sonre of his papera u^ece 
feat to Kiflar during his impiifonmeBt; and the 
others were rdcued from the hands of the bar** 
l^arian who detained him iu captivity ^. 

JohpL Anthony Guldenilaedt waa bofn at 
Riga, on the s6th of April 1745, received the 
rudiments of his education in that toMrn,. aiid' in 
1 76S was ajdmitted into th^ medical colfege of 
Berlin. He completed his fludies . at Franckfork 
upon the Oder, and in 1 767 received the degree 
0p do&OT of phyfic in that univerfity. On ac» 
count of his knowledge of foreign languages, 
and progreft in natural hifiory, he was con- 
fidered as a fit perfon to engage in the ejcpedi* 
tions planned by the Imperial Academy, Be- 
ing invited to Peterlburgh, he arrived in that 
city in 176S, Avas created adjun^l of the Aca-^ 
demy, and, in 1776, member of that fociety, and 
profeffor of natural hiftory. In June 1768 he 
commenced his travels, and was abfent feven 
years. From Mofcow, where he continued till 
March. 1769> he paffed to Voronetz,- Tzarit;:in^, 
^Iftracan, and Kiflar, a fortref* on the weftern 

» Sec Bach. Euff. Bibl. for 1775, p. JO. 
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iliore of the Cafpian^ and clofe to the donfines 
of Peifia. In 1770 he examined the xlifttid^ 
Watered by the rivers Terek, Simflia, and A&Mf 
in the eaftern extremity of Cancafus, and in the 
courfe of the enfuing year penetrated into Of^* ' 
fetia, in the higheft part of the fdme mountain^ 
where he colleded vocabularies' of the language^ 
made inquiries into tlie hiftory of the people^ 
ind difcbvered fi)me traces of Chriftianity among 
them. Having vifited Cabarda, .and the nor-' 
them chaih of thcf Caucafus, he proceeded ta 
OedH'gia, and was admitted to an audience of 
pHtice Heraclius^y who was encamped .about 
ten miles from Tefflis.- 



* ^Prince Heiacliusy or, as he vrat called, the tzar IracK, whur 
iDade fo bold a fland againft the Turks in the laft war between the 
Porte and Ruflia, and poiTefled all Georgia, Kaketi, and the two 
ftnall difi:ri£(s of Bortihal and Kofak, which were ceded to him by 
Vadir ^ah, was then above fixty years old^of a middle ft^e» with» 
long countenance, a dark cotnpkxion, large eye% and a imall 
beard. He palTed his youth at die court and in the army of the 
celebrated Nadir Shah, Where he contradited a fondnefs for Perfian 
cniloms and manners, which he introduced into his kingdom* He 
had feven ibat and fix danghtersw He was much revered and 
dreaded by the Perfian khans, his neighbours^ and ufually chofen 
to mediate between them in their difputes with each other. When 
they were at war, he fupported one of the parties with a fev^ troopiy 
who diffuTed a fpirit and courage among the reft, becauie the Geor->- 
gian foldiers were efteemed the braveft of thofe parts, and prince 
Heraclius himfelf was renowned for his courage and military ikilU 
AVhen on borfeback he always had ^ pair of loadecf piiftols at hit 

(prdle^ 
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The profeffoT accompanied prince Heraclius 
in a campaign along the banks of the rirer Koor^ 
SO miles into the interior part of Georgia ; and 
returned with him to Tefflis. All the houfes pf 
that capital are of ftone, with flat roofs, which 
(erve, according to the cuftpm of the Eaft, as 
walks for the women. The build in o^s are neat 
and clean, but theftreets are exceedingly dirty 
and narrow. The town contains one Roman 
Catholic, thirteen Gree*k, and feven Armenian, ^ 
churches. Having p?ifled the winter at TefBis, 
and. in examining the adjacent country, he fol- 
lowed in fpring the prince ^to the province of 
Kaketia, and explored the fouthem diftrifts in- 
habited by the Turcoman Tartars, and fubje6t to 
Heraclius, in the company of a .Georgian mag- 

girdle, and, if the enemy was near, a n}u(ket dung ovtr his ihoul-^ 
dtr. In all engagements he was the foremoft to give examples o$ 
perfonal bravery, and frequently cHarged the enemy at the head of 
his troops« He loved pomp and expence^ he adopted the d^fs 
of Periia, and regulated his court after the manner of that country. 
From the example of the Ruilian troops, who were quartered in 
Georgia during the laft Turkiih War, he learnt the ufe cf plates^ 
Icnives and forks, diihes, and houfehold furniture^ Sfc* Although 
his revenues were fmall, fcarcely exceeding ^.50^000 per annum, 
yet he contrived to maintain a (landing army of about 6,0oo men* 
He was afterwards in clofe alliance with Kuflia, and in 1784 one 
of his fons was colonel of a Coffac regiment. In 178/ he was 
compelled to renounce his conne6tion with RuiHa, and to acknow- 
ledge himfclf tributary to the, Porte, but died foon afterwards. 
<$Qorgia has been recently annexed to the Ruflmn empire. 

VOL. III. <i . xiate, 
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xiate, whom he had cured of a dangerous dif- 
order. In July he went to Imeretia, a count ly 
which lies between the Cafpian and Black Seas, 
and is bounded on the eaft by Georgia, on the 
north by Offetia, on the weft by Mingrelia, and 
on the fouth by the Turkifli dominions, which 
was under the dominion of the prince or czar 
Solomon ♦, 

In the almoft unknown dominions of this 
prince, who, from gratitude to Ruffia, afforded 

* Solomoh, haying upon his acccdion forbidden the fcandalous 
traffic pradkifed by the nobles of felling their peafantij, greatly 
offended the Turks, who gained by thatTpecies of commerce. Be- 
ing by their intrigues driven from h's throi^e, and compelled to 
find an afyliun in the woods and mountain^^ he lived like a wild 
man, for iixteen yearsl^ in caverns and holes, and frequently by his 
perfonal counige efcaped affaffination, until lie was was reinftateci 
in his dominions by the Ruffians in the late war. This prince wore 
ufually a coarfe drefs of a brown colour, with a mufkct on his 
fhoulder J but on folemn occafions put on a robe of rich gold hro« 
cade, and hung round his neck a filver chain. He was diflinguifh- 
ed from his fubjefts by riding upon ariafs, perhaps the only one in 
Imeretia, and by wearing boots. He had no regular troops, but 
collefted a defultory army of 6,oco men, without artillery. Thefe 
troops were drawn together by the found of the trumpet : in other 
Tcfpefts the prince's orders were ifTued at the markets, which are 
held every Friday. Que af his fervants afcended. a tree near the 
place of meeting, and proclaimed theedift with a loud voice. His 
fubjefts were of the Greek religion. Solomoii died of the plague 
in 1784, and was fucceeded by his nephew David, who threw hiiri- 
felf under the proteftion of Ruffia. During my continuance at 
PeterAurgh in the winter of 1784, his embafTadors were intro- 
duced to the emprcfs, and in the eadern ftyle of homage, threw 
tljenifclve? on the ground at her feet, 

Guldenfta^dt 
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Guldenftaedt every afliftaiice in his power, the 
profeflbr penetrated into the middle chain of 
Mount Caucafus; vifited the confines of Min- 
grelia, Middle Georgia, and Eaftern and Lower 
Imeretia, and, after efcaping many imminent 
dangers from banditti, fortunately returned to 
Kiflar on the 1 8th of November, wher^e he paff- 
ed the winter, collefting various information 
conccrqing^ the neighbouring Tartar tribes of 
the Caucafus, and particularly the Lefgees. In 
the fummer he journeyed to Cabarda Major, 
continued his courfe to Mount Befhtan, the 
higbeft point of the firft ridge of the Caucafus, 
infpefted the mines of Madfliar, and went to 
Tcherk^fk' upon the Don, From thence he 
made expeditions to Azof and Taganroc, and 
then along the new limits to the Dnieper : he 
finiflied this year's roijte at Krementfliuk, in the 
government of Np^ Ruffia. In the enfuing 
fpring he was proceeding to Crim Tartary; but 
receiving an order of recal, returned through 
the Ukraine to Mofcow and Peterfburgh, where 
he arrived in March 17 75*. 



• For an account of Guldenftaedt, fee Ruff. Bib, vol. I. p. 49. 
lo^« 301. 548. Vol. IL p. 221. 456. Vol. III. p. 72. 4^1, Hift. 
des Decouvertes, &c. Introd. p. 27 and Nachricht yon den Lebens- 
Umftanden des Herrn Prof. Guldenftaedt, in Joum. St. Pet. for 

1781. 
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On his returu he was exftploycd in' arranging 
his papers ; but, hefOre he coiild finifli them for 
the prefs, was feized with a violent fever, which 
proved mortal, and carried him to the grave ia 
the month of March 1781. 
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j[atrodu6lion of the Sclavonlan alphabet into Rui2ia.-«]lifeand pro- 
greis of Rufiian literature,^— Hiftoriant.—Coet8.F—>]^greffioii coti- 
ceming the Ruffian fbge.— •RuflSan tnuHflations.— -Clascal leam;< 
ing. 



T^HE invention of the Sclavonian charac* 
-*• ters is generally attributed to Conftaiitine, 
a Greek philosopher, afterwards more known by 
the name of Cyril, which he affumed when he 
turned monk. About the middle of the 9th cen- 
tury, Cyril and his brother Methodius were fent 
from Conftantinople by Michael III. to plant 
the Gofpel among the Sclavonian nations inha-- 
biting the countries bordering upon the Danube, 
now called Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe 
which were fettled in Bohemia (Bind Moravia. As 
thofe barbarous nations knew not the iife Ofv 
letters, Cyril compofed for them an alphabet, 
and tranflated feveral religious books ' into their 
tongue. The greater part of the charafterd 
were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the 
fame ufually employed in writings to which he 
added a few otliers, in order to exprefs feveral 
fouadi peculiar to the Sclavonian language. 

Q ? Moil 
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Moft of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received 
Chriftianity from the Greeks, and have retained 
the Greek rehgion, ftill make ufe of thefe cha- 
radets; while the other people of that tribe, 
w^ho were either firft converted by the Germans 
or Italians, or who afterwards adopted the Ro- 
man Catholic tenets, employ either the German 
t>r Roman alphabet*. 

' That tribe of Sclavonians^ called Ruffians, 
when they iffued from the banks of the Danube 
in the ninth century, and laid the foundation of 
this empire, either brought with them, if they 
knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabet; 
or afterwards adopted it, on their conyeifion to 
Chriftianity, when the Sclavonian Bible, tranf- 

* Befide the Rufllans, the Sclavonians dwelling in Dalmatia, aiwJ 
in the iflands under the dominion of Venice, who are of the Greek 
religion, ftill ufe the Cyrilian characters. The fame were employ- 
*cd by all the nations of Hungary, Sclavonia, Croatia, Dalma^a^and 
others in the Aulb'ian territories ; but as the Roman Catholic per- 
iuafion has gained gfounxt amongft them, they have lately begun 
to\adopt the Roman letters ; while the Sclavonian people fubje6t* 
•to the Turks, namely, the inhabitants of Albania, Servia, Bofnia, 
Bulgaria, who are of the Greek religion, preferve the Cyrilian al- 
phabet. .The Bohemians, who foon after their firfl converfion 
(quitted the Greek religion, and were afterwards turned by the 
^Germans to the Roman Catholic feft, ufe the German or Gothic 
charaiSters, which were alfo in ufe among the Poles, equally iiir 
debted to thp Germans for the fir^ introdu6ttcn- of Chriftianity 
amongft them; but the Poles have lately, in moft of their publi- 
cations^ adopted iht Roman alphabet. See the preface to the Ns\& 
Slavonifch und Deutche Gramnaatik, printed at Vienna, 1774- 

. ' lated 
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lated by Cyril, was introduced among theiti. 
Thefe charafters are occafionally written, like 
the oldeft Greek and Roman manuferipts, of 
equal fae, at equal diftances, without connexion 
or flops, and withput diftinflion of words. 

The earliefl Sclavonian book ever publiflied 
was a Ruffian tranilation of the Pentateuch, 
printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 
1519*: the fame letters were introduced into 
Ruffia on the eftablilliment of the firft prefs at 
Mofcow, and continued in ufe, not only for ec- 
clefiaftical publications, but alfo for all others, 
until 1707, when fome new Ruffian types, con- 
fiding of great and fmall letters, fimilar to thofe 
which are now employed, were caft at Amfter^ 
dam for the printing-houfe at Mofcow f. The 
language in which the church-feryice is ftili 
performed, is the fame which was fpoken in the 
ninth century by the Sclavonians. fettled on the 
banks of the Danube, in the countries now 
(Called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom the 
Ruffians are undoubtedly defcended. The tranf- 
lation of the Bible made in that century being 
ilill in general ufe,. has afcertained its original, 
and. preferved it in its priftine ftate; and it is 
remarkable that the feveral dialeds of Scla- 

• EflaifurlaBihliotheqUe, p.gii 

f See a Specimen of the Riiffian charaAers, m vol. 11. book u 
eliap. 5* 
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vonian, fuch as Polifh, Ruffian, and Bohemian, 
have a greater refemblancc to "this mother- 
tongue than to each other * : 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the Ruf- 
fian church is compofed of SQ chara6lers, fome 
of which contained, according to our mode of 
fpelling; three or even four confonants; but, as 
new modified in 1707, for common ufi?, is re* 
duced to 30 1 letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its different dialefts, * is 
known through a larger extent of country, and 
fpoken by a greater number of people, than per- 
haps any other language in the worlds - It is the 
native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Croatia, 
Carinthia, Carniola, Sclavonia, Bofnia, Servia, 
Albania, Dalmatia, different parts of Hungary 
and Bulgaria, Poland, and Ruffia: in a word, a 
traveller acquainted with that language would 
be underftood from the confined of Geraiany to«» 
the Sea of Kamtchatka. 

The Ruffian dialeft of the Sclavonian, which 
is faid to be extremely rich and harmonious, has 
not, till lately, undergone any cultivation; hav- 
ing been chiefly confined. to affairs of go vern- 
hient, ecclefiaflical writings, and to unconneded 
chronicles and journals. - 

• . Scbloetzer Prob. Ruf. An. p* 1 89. 

t Ruflian Didioziaryi 1778. In Cbarpentiere*& Gxanunar there 
arp 32 charafters. 
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Some authors, in confidering the fmall ad- 
vances ttiad^ by the Ruffians in the arts and 
fciences, when compared with the progrefs of 
the more "enlightened nations in Europe, have 
erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the ef- 
fe6ts of climate, or to an innate want of ge- 
nius. The latter aflertion fcarcely deferves a fe- 
rious refutation ; for all inf elledual improve- 
ment muft arife from culture, and the greater 
or lefs degree of knowledge muft ultimately 
depend upon the greater or lefs degree of in- 
ftrudion. Befides, thf^ illiberal refleftion is fuf* 
ficiently refuted by the bare mention of feveral 
illuftrious Ruffians, Vho, amongft, many others, 
might be fele6led on this occafion: Philaretes 
and Nicon; Sophia Alexiefna; prince Vaffili . 
Galitzin, and Peter the Great; the learned The* 
ophanes; the poets Lomonozof and Sutnorokof;. 
and Khere&of ; and the prefent hiftorian, prince 
Sherebatof. 

With refpe6l to the objedibn, that the genius 
pf this nation has been fettered by the intenfe 
cold of the climate, it may be remarked : if cli* 
mate has an invincible effi^fil upon mankind, 
where lliall we ^raw the line of the greateft in- 
telledual ability ? Shall we fuppofe a point, in 
which the human mind is at its greateft perfect . 
tioD; from which, in^ proportion as it recedes, it 

gradually 



£34 TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. B. 5, 

gradually degenerates ? Is the influence of 
climate uniform or cafual ? If uniform, why is 
modern G reiece no longer the leat of arts ai^d 
learning? Why was Iceland onee the chief re- 
pofitory of northern literature? Why are the 
Swedes more enlightened than the Ruffians? 
and" why arc not the Ruffians of Aftrapan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and Arch- 
angel? If the efFefts of climate are cafual, 
they are then counterbalanced by other circuro^ 
fiances; and it cea/es to be a pofitive criterion 
of diftindion. 

Many impediments ,arife from the govern- 
ment, religion, apd particularly from the valfa^ 
age of the peafants, which tend to check the 
difFufion of the arts and fciences, without the ne- 
ceflity of having recourfe to a fuppofed want of 
genius, or to the efFeft of climate- But inilead 
of combating theoretical reafonings, which 
have no foundation in fa6l or experience, I ihall 
haften to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian 
literature, and take a curfory view of itsprefent 
ftate. 

While fome authors deny the fmalleft portion 
of literature to the Ruffians, and even hold them 
mcapable of any confiderable progrefs in fci- 
encc; others, on the contrary, affeit, that they 
beg^tn to be . enlightened even at fo early a. pe- 
riod 
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riod as during the reigns of Oleg and IgOr*. 
The arguments, in favour of this hypothefis^ 
prove httle more than that the Ruffians in thofe , 
times were not un^^rquainted with the art of 
writing; and that they had cbmpofed, or could 
repeat, a few ancient Tongs, which celebrated the 
military -exploits of their princes and leaders* 
But undoubtedly the whole nation was plunged 
in the groffeft ignorance, and in a fituation not 
fuperior to that of the wandering hordes who 
now inhabit indepen4ent Tartary. It is faid 
of Svatoilaf, the fon of Igorf , " On his march 
he carried with him no baggage-\\jaggon, no 
kitchen furniture; his food was the fleih of 
horfes and other animals, juft warmed over the 
fire; he had no tent; his houfings ferved for a 



♦RuRic,enteredRuffia^bout 86z ; died 879. 2. OleG, probab||| 

the nephew of Ru- 
ric, great-duke or 
regent during the 
mmority of &)X* 



3. looR, died 94S r married Olga. 

I . - 
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4. SyatoslaI?, died 973. 



Y Yaropolk, died 980. 6. Vladimir the Great, reigned 980 j 

4ied 1014. 

- i_ 
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7. Yaroslap, X053. 



f joura» St. Pet. for 1781. Part L p. 151. 
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bed, tod liis faddle for a pillotv^; the whole 
army followed his example/* A defcription 
which chara6ierizes the chief of an unlettered 
Scythian tribe, and not the fovereign of a peo- 
ple in whom the fmalleft traces of the arts were 
found; And although perhaps the knowledgft 
of the Sclavonian alphabet might have beeti 
brought into Ruffia by a few chriftians, who 
were drawn to the court by Olga, . the wife of 
Igor; yet the firft introduftion of literature mull 
be afcribed to Vladimir the Great, on his con- 
rerfionto Ghriftianity in 988; who inftituted 
fchools^ and paffed a decree * to regulate the; 
mode of inftru^ing youth. Under the au- 
fpices of his fon Yaroflaf, who afcended the 
throne in 1018, many learned priefts were in- 
vited from Conflantinople, various Greek books 
%anflated into the Ruffian tongue, and hymns 
and other poetical verfions of the pfalms fung 
' in the churches. He alfo eftablilhed a feminary 
at Novogorod for 300 (Indents, and gave to that 
republic the firft code of written laws. This 
daw4i of letters Av^as obfcured by fubfecjuent ca- 
lamities, and fucceeded by a long darknels of 
three centuries, during which the nation waa 
fubjeft to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian re- 

• This curious decree ftill cxifls in the Ruflian tongue, and ii 
tranllated into French by Bachmeifter, in his im fur la Bib. 

ligion^ 
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ligion, however, tended in this, as well as in jnofk 
other countries of Europe, to preferve fome finall 
remains of literature in the fcbools of the mo- 
nafteries. Each convent fortunately became an 
afylum for the prefervation, though not for the 
diffufion of knowledge; and in this period of 
barbarifni and ignorance, many monks were dif^» 
tinguiflied for their erudition. 

On the final expulfion of the Tartars by Ivan 
Vaffilievitch I. in the middle of the I5th cen- 
tury, Ruffia gradually emerged from this ftate 
of darknefs, and continued improving in civili- 
zation and culture, under the patronage of the 
fucceeding ' fovereigns, partiqiilarly Ivan IL 
Boris G odunof, the two firft tzars of the line of 
Romanof, and the princefs Sophia. But it w^as- 
not till the asra of Peter the Great that letters, 
which had been chiefly confined to the regular 
clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity ; a 
fare fign that the nation was advancing to a 
more general ftate of improvement 

A review of the lives and works of the mod 
imminent writers, who have contributed to refine 
the language, and diffufea tafte for fcienee, will 
affift in tracing the progrefs of literature, and af- 
ceitaining its prefent ftate. 

In this inquiry I fhall confine myfelf princir 
pally to Hiftory and Poetry. 

Iluflia can bo^ft the earlieft hiftorian of the 

Nortli} 
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North; for, at a pei;iod when Poland, 'Swct 
den, and Denmark were unlettered ; when even 
the annalifts of Iceland were mute ; a monk of 
the convent of Petchei-lki at Kiof wasi cpnipilr 
ing the hiftory of Ruflia* 

This aiinalift, whofe fecular name is not known, 
was bom in 1056, at Bielozero, and in the nine? 
teenth year of his age affumed the monaftic habit, 
and took the name of Neftor *. At Kiof he made 
aconfiderable proficiency intheGreek language, 
but feems to have formed his ftyle and manner 
lather from the Byzantine hiftorians, Cedrenus;, 
Zonaras, and Syncellus,. than from the ancient 
claifics, Tbeiirae of Neftor's death is iiot af- 
certained; but he is'fuppofed to have attained 
an advanced age, and to h^-ve died about the 
year IU5/ 

Hrs great work is his Chronicle, with an in- 
Irodudion, which contains, a ihort fketch of 
the eaj'ly ftate of the world, taken from the By- 
xantine writers, a geographical defcription of 
Ruffia, and an account of the Sclavonian na- 
lions. He then enters upon a chronological 
jferies of the Rufllan annals, fiom the year 858 
to about 1113. His ftyle is fimple and uur 

♦ For the account of Neftqr, fee principally Muller, S. R. G. V. 
^6; and Schloetzer*s Probe Ruflifche Annalenj which accurate 
and intereiling work I have chiefly followed, as the great fource of 
.iafbrmation relative to the early annalifts of ^\xffi^* 

adorned, 
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adorned, ftich as fuits a mere recorder of fa6b; 
but his chronological exa6lnefs, though it ren- 
ders his narrative dry and tedious, contributes to 
afcertain the a^ta and authenticity of the events 
which he relates * , 

• A competent judge thus exprefles himfelf with regard to thii 
peifonnancl: 

** NeAor's chronicle is unique in its kind. For all the other Scla- 
vonian people, fuch as the Poles, Bohemians, Hlyrians, &c. cannot 
produce any writer who can in the fmalleft degree contend with the 
KuiTian annalift in antiquity, minutenefs, accuracy, and truth. He 
was fo highly efteemed in Ruflia, and the fubfequent writers were 
€o convinced of liis fidelity, that, m fpeaking of the fame times, thp/ 
^dopt his very words, or make only the finalleft alterations. 

" I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment concern- 
ing the authenticity of this annaliftj and I am convinced, that 
whoever perufes his work, will at once do him the juflice which 
)ie deferves. I allude to thoie readers only who do not acknow* 
ledge any oth^r hiilories than thofe which are derived from the 
moft efteemed fources j and who know how to diitinguilh with 
critical exaflnefs the purity of thofe fources. fiut t do not ad- 
drefs myfelf to thofe who have not hjthertp been acquainted with 
any other writers on the early times of the Ruffian hiftory than 
Herberftein and Petreius; wKo place the introd\iftion of the art 
of writing int6 Ruilia fo l^te as the 13th century | who hold the 
fuccejQlon of Ruffian fbvereigns to be unkown, at leaft uncertain^ 
until the- time of Ivan Vaffilievitchj who consider this long period 
as totally obfcure, in which no chronicle affords a clue to the dif. 
eeming hiftorian ; who draw their whole knowledge of Ruffian 
hillory from Stfahlenberg, Voltaire, La Combe, and from the ftiU 
more wretched compilers of the article Ruffia in the Univerfal 
Hiftory. Thefe readers will not indeed be cafily induced to 
efteem, as authehtjc, the relations of a monk, whofe writings fhow 
the inaccuracy of the above-mentioned authors, and confute at 
once their whole account of Ruffia during the middle ^es.*' 
gcljl^etzer, RuiT. Ann. p. }2, ' 
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It is remarkable, that an author of fuch im- 
portaiice,' whofe name frequently occurs in the 
early Ruffian books, fliould have remained in 
obfcurity above 600 years, and been fcarcely 
known to his modern countrymen. A copy of 
his chronicle was given, in 1668, by piince 
Radzivil to the library of Konigfburgh, where it 
lay unnoticed until Peter the Great, in his paf^ 
fage through that town, ordered a tranfcrjpt to 
be fent to Peterfburgh. But th? author was ftill 
unknown, for when Muller, in 1732, publiflied 
the firft part of a German tranflation *, he men- 
tioned it as the work of the abbot Theoddfius of 
Kiof. The ingenious editor, not being at that 
time fufficiently acquainted with the Sclavonian 
tongue, employed an interpreter, who, by mif- 
taking a lettibr in the title, fuppofed it written 
by a peifon whofe name was Theodofius. This 
ridiculous blunder was foon circulated, and do^ 
pied by many foreign writers ; even long after 
it was candidly acknowledged and correfted by 
Muller, 

Ncftor was fucceffively followed by three an- 
nalifts ; the firft Avas Sylvefter, abbot of the con^ 



* S. R. O. I. p. 1, &c. The real title to this manufcript was, 
by the " Monk of the Theodofian Convent of Petcheriki 5" which 
the interpreter, by miftaking one letter, explained, The Monk 
Theodofius, of the Convent, &c. See Schloetzer, p. 16, 

vent 
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vent of St. Mich^^l at Kiof, and biflhop of Pe- 
f iikf, who died |n iia3: he commences his 
chronicle from 1 1 J 5, only two years pofterior to 
that of Neftor, aipid continues it to 1 1 23 j from 
which period a monk, whofe name has not been 
delivered down to pofterity, carries . the hiftory 
to 11^7; and another, equally unknqwn, to i aos; 
With refpeft^tp thefe performances, MuUer in- 
form? ua, ^^the labours of Neftor and his th^^p 
coatinu^Ltors have produced a connected feries of 
Buffian hiftoiy fo complete, that no nation cant 
hogtft a fimilar treafure for fo long^ud unbroken 
arperiod */* We n^ay add Ukewife frpm the fam^ 
aiithority, that thefe annals record much fe;we;c 
prodigies and monkiib legends, than Qther? 
v^hich have ifftt^ from the cloifter in times fo 
unenlightened* 

Frpm this period, which tferminates in 1 20S, 
there is . no regular continuation of the Ruffian 
hiftory, but many feparate and detached anna ; 
lifts ; for as the empire was broken into inde ^ 
pendent principalities, each writer has detailed 
the events of the particular diftrift in which he 
flouriflied. The next general annalift who prefen ts 
himfelf to our notice is Cyprian, metropolitan of 
Huffia in the reign of Demetrius Don/ki, who 
fcegan in the l4th century the Book af Degrees ; 
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fo called becaufe it arraiigeg the hiflofry of the 
empire, according to the ordei: of dejcent : eich 
degrce contains the ieign of Ihofe (ftvereigns who 
followed each other in att uninterrupted line f 
and a new one commences whfen the thronfe 
pafled to a collateral hranch. ' This worl^ wa« 
continued by the I metropolitali Makiri, 'who 
flourifhed undier Ivan Vaflilievitch 11. and af^ 
terwards by unknown compilers^ to the time* 
fomewhat pofterior to the reign of Feodor Iva- 
novitch^ Thefe writings, unlike thofe of Nef- 
tor and his COntinuators, contain many idle tra- 
ditions and abfurd legends; but the ei^'eixts 
which they ^ record, render them the objefil of 
the hiftorian's notice ; and Muller has thought 
them of fufficienb confequence to become theif 
editor. / 

The chronicle of the patriarch Nicon, in wliich 
he coUe^ed a complete feries of Ruffian annalifts, 
from Neftor to the reign of Alexifey Michaelo* 
vitch, and the extraordinary exertions which 
he made to difFufe knowledge among his coun-^ 
trymen, have been already related. 

The feign of Alexfey was extremely fertile irt , 
what were called hiftorical produftions ; but 
which in reality are rather dry -materials than de- 
ferving fuch an honourable appellation. It would 
be tedioi..]i to enumerate the various chronicles, 
journals of the court, books of genealogy, pub- 

^ - :lic 
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lie records, ftate-papers, and other fimiliar fourceii 
bf information, both of his andfucceeding times ; 
which the libraries contain in fuch abundance 
as to aftonifli a ftranger, who by falle . repre- 
fentations may have been mifled to conceive 
that the Ruffians are deficient in original docu- 
mentSi 

Among the perfons who, pofterior to ^icon, 
have moftly contributed to promote fcience by 
their example and proteftion, and who in ay be 
claffed among the hiftorians, rauft not be omit- 
ted. Theophanes Prokopovitch, metropolitan 
archbifliop of Novogorod. This learned prelate 
was the ion of a burgher of Kiof ; he was born 
on the 9th of June i68i, and baptized by. the 
name of Eli/ha. He commenced his Hudies 
under his uncle Theophanes, reftor of the femma- 
ry in the Bratfkoi Convent at Kiof, and was well 
grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin, 
and Hebrew tongues. Though his uncle died 
in 1692, he completed his education in thatfe- 
minary, and in the eighteenth y eat* of his age^ 
travelled into Italy. He refided' three years at 
Rome ; where, befides a competent knowledge 
of the* Italjan, he acquired a tafte for the fine 
arts, and improved himfelf in philofophy and 
divinity. 

On his return to Kiof, he read le6lures on the 
JL^tin wd Sclavouian poetry in the feminary, 

r » 
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and, having affumed the monadic habit, chang- 
ed his name to Theophanes. Before he attain- 
ed the 25th year of hh age, he was appointed 
prapfefl;, the fecond office in the feminary, and 
profeflbr' of philofophy. In 1706, he diftin- 
gukhed himfelf by a Latin oration before Pe- 
ter the Great, and ftill more by a fermon, 
which, in 1709, he preached before the fame- 
monarch after the battle of Pultava. Having 
once attrafted the notice, he foon acquired the 
proteftion of Peter, who, captivjited with his 
great talents; fuperior learning, and polite ad- 
drefs, felecled him for a companion in the enfu- 
ing campaign againft the Turks ; a fure prelude 
to his future advancement. In 1 7 ll, Theophanes 
was nominated abbot of the monaftery of Brat- 
ikoi, reclor of the feminary, and profeflbr of di* 
vinity* His cenfures againft the ignorance and 
indolence of the Ruflian clergy, and his endea- 
vours to promote a tafte for polite literature 
among his brethren, rendered him a fit inftru- 
ment in the hands of Peter for the reformation 
of the church, and the abolition of the patri- 
archal dignity. He was placed at the head of 
the fynod, of which ecclefiaftical eftablifliment 
lie himfelf drew the plan^ was created iii 171 ft. 
bifhop of Plefeof, and in 1 720 archbifliop of the 
fame diocefe : foon g-fter the acceflion of Catha- 
rime he yhis confccrated archbiihop of Novogo- 
7 Tod> 
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rod, and metropolitan of all Ruflia, and died in 
1736. 

Befides various fermons and theological. dif- 
ijuifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, and on 
the rules of Latin and Sclavonian poetry; he 
compofed verfes in the Latin language, ^and was 
.author of a work, for which he is chiefly men- 
tioned in this place, the Life of Peter the Great, 
which terminates with the battle of Pultava. In 
this performance the prelate has, notwithftand- 
ing his natural partiaUty to his henefaftor, avoid- 
. ed that fcurrilous abufe of the contrary party 
Ivhich frequently difgraces the heft hiftories, and 
has been particularly candid in his account of 
Sophia. Peter employed him in compofing the ' 
decrees which concerned theological queftions, 
and even many which related to civil aifairs. 

' Theophanes, not only cultivated the fciences, 
and promoted them during his life, l)ut likewife 
left a legacy to his countrymen, for their further 
progrefs after his deceafe, by maintaining and fu- 
perintending the education of lixty boys, ii> his 
epifcopal palace. Under his aufpices, they were 
inftru6led in foreign languages, and in various 
branches of polite knowledge, which had been 
hitherto cenfured by many as profane acquifi- 
tions ; thus tranfinitting the ;"ays of learning to 
illuminate future ages and a diftant i>ofierity *• 

• For the biftory of Theophanes I have followed implicitly 
Mullcr, whofe fidelity and accuracy always appear to me uoqueftion- 
jf ble. Sec S. R. G. V. p, 564. ' 

B 3 Though 
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Though Ruffia hitherto abounded in chron^-^ 
cles aad anng^ls relative to detached periods; 
yet, excepting a dry detail of fafts compiled for 
the ufe of Alex^^y Michaelovitch,, it poffeffed no 
regular and connefted hiftory. The firft at- 
tempt towards fuch a work was undgrtakei^ 
by prince Khilkof. This noblem.an *, defcend- 
ed from an ancient family, had diftinguiflied 

'himfelf as embaffador to feveral foreign courts, 
"before he was deputed, in 1 700, to Stockholm. 
He accompanied Charles XII. in his delcent 
upon the Ifle of Zealand ; and on the enfuing 

. truce of Trayendahl, between Sw^eden and Den^ 
ipark, returned tcf Stockholm, on the 1 7th of 
September, at the eve of the rupture which broke 

' out between the Swedifli and Ruffian monarchs. 
His charafter of enibaflador, deemed facred by 
the law of nations, could not proteft him from 
the refentment of Charles XII. ; and, on the 
aoth of the fame month, he was arrefted arid 
imprifoned. , 

As an amufement (iuring his captivity, which 
Wf^s long and rigorous, ^nd at the requeft of his 
fellow-prifoner prince Trubetfkoi, he began an 
abridgment of the Ruffian hiftory, from the 
eariieft period to his own time ; and after a cbn-r 
finement of eighteen years, expired in his pri-i 
fon of Wefteros, when he was on the point of 

• See Sach, Ruin Bib. for 1777,, p, 78^87. . 

, being 



Jbeing releafed. : Jlis :*^offfc, -caifediTtte'f^Kemd 

^f .the :!l^uffraii:Hi(loi;y,'' is al mene^: abridgment, 

Md wss; ptiblilhecl:in I1770 by rMn.' Molter. ..It 

iiSirraa only. one vobitne in o6lavo^.;aml;cbntaiQ^ 

.ferten .books :: tKe iirft conmjienc«s ^wAth . tJie creqi- 

.tiooibf the wo'rH, land ends with/{h^?foimdatiQii 

-of ?tJje. Ruffian ewT^tc under Ruxic ; thp remain- 

!ing: fix jcarfy. Josfniiiieiiiftory to ibe y^ar > 7 13. 

.Ihiri^ fome part crflikopnfinemeM.h^rwas'peiv- 

^mitW M> receive from: MofcjOMV bbfiks/ ^xtra6te 

r f ranavcteomcles, and a few ftWeripspcrsr; but as bfc 

could not obtain. the neceffary d^ipuments .f<;r Awll 

^ <5rn'4he ;f[iot, Mfr^efform^nCe itDa^voidably con- 

4ainSi o^QjsSidimk errors, m^nyfif : which th^ judit 

cioufrreditor has CQrreiiaed. :. .'/:'.;• 

■. . Jn.i,75iOj Vaffiii Tatifehf^i.w^o hl^dmore ott- 

,i>oWtl^ities , oC €^bjt^iftipg information; began to 

. cqIIs^. sq^1:^?ials .f^jg a^.conjplete hiftory of Ruvf- 

fia, and cofttiuueflj^sr. refearches without intei?*- 

miffion for 30 yeaw. The indefatigable com- 

jdJer, fiuiihed his account to the reisjn of Feodor 

Ivanovitch, and was bringing^ it down to this 

^ceiituryj when death put a period tO; his labours. 

Tart^of this' greit work j*^a;s . conjum^d by fir^ 

.anri<: the remainder wa« ptibiifh^d after the ai*- 

th^^'s ai^ath by Mtillfer. "It confifts of three vd- 

lumes in, quarto,. The ffrft contains feyev^il cu- 

' Wus diflfertation^rf tetive^o the aatiquity of the 

B 4 SrlavoniaJa 
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Sclavoiiiai^ ination ; tte fecoiid aid tKhdcbm-* 
pnfe the hihoiy of the Ruffian empite, from ite 
iearlieft ongin'to lis?. . Ifc can hardljf l^e called 
a regular biftory?, but is mther a connefted ferieis 
of chronicles, irhofe antiquated Sdavonian'dia^ 
Je6ls aretHerefy changed into the fiuffii^ idiom ; 
•and the aiAhar is juftly tsenfored.for nolrc^lar- 
Jy Tdt'ingr th« -various fen^tlilte as 'he abridges 
•or hew modefii them, and fof mt ^gniiiig^ the 
'Teaf<ih& v(?^hich^ ludueedTiffii t6 ^efer tbe Wftem 
ivhofe rietaticms ihe had adopted/ t» tboifc which 
ihe has reje^ed^;- , -- - i: 

Since Tatifdhefj fever^l %ri«feris t havfe pub- 
iiAed colkdliolis of ftate-fja^fS? infd oUi^^ docu- 
ments ; but thchonour of cbtftpo^fing a o^ii^Iete 
•ftiftoty e)f <his c(5ui*ry Js-pTrofeably referVedfor 
•princevSherebatofj-lvho/'if m^> excef*^MAlier, 
4ias contributed thofi^ ^h^ii' any "Other; ffierft)ti to- 
-war(Js iUuftr^ing the iltiff^W annak^ ^ '• 
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' • Bach/ Untfi Bfb. for 1774, p: "43*, 'aifo for 17^5,' {/.'rii., 

^l.*Evcfque, vd. I. p^xxxi. :. ' ;/ 1 ;. ,, , /«^.f [ 

. .f Particularly Navikof, in hisvaijcieat JtuiEaii Vbrary, m fc^n 

volumes, a work thus charafterifed by L'Evefque; "Recueildfr 

pieces 'origfnales ct uuthentJques,"^ til-qes des' cabinets fe't' Ae& ir- 

-chives ; on y tr6uve des mbrc^attx trcs^iiKpdcfeiiites.'v Vol: St pi sttiv; 

_The Acadcjmjr ,o£:Sciences h|s alfagablifljfed/vn l^iftojfcaL Jpuityl 

every month, from. 1755 to 1765. It-^^fifts of 20 volumes, oftji- 

ro, and contains " uh grand hombre'^de radrceaux hlffofiques trcs- 

intereiians, dontf kplCiiiiit ojit'^tc coAipbjKs par le favaAt>SfuIfer?' 

•lb. .^ , . 

This 



This Icam^ nbbleniaii is editor of fevieral 

yirojks : A jouinal of Peter the Qfeat, in ^ vols. 

! quarto, whidi he faimd in thfe archives, aiwi pub- 

4ifl*!ed by ^rdear of the eoifrefe. It confiils of 

■eight books, five of which were coirefted by Pe- 

.t£fr himfelf. The fiift volume begins with the 

Jnf«ite<§lion.of .theStr^litiesin i^Qis^and finiflies 

cjf^ith 1714;: tb^,ftw»<l concludes with the peace 

jOif; Nyiladt in. 17^1. The learned editor has 

^a^ded feveralT.einaTks,,and fome important pieci^s 

; fji5^ the Ruffian archives^ The Ruffian Hiftoty, 

:by.^li i^nciqnt Annalift, frofli the beginning of 

rt\m reign (ff. Vlx)dimir Monomaca, in 1114 to 

r I47a> in wil^iciif the author dwells on the civil 

feuds of Novogorod, and its fnbjeftion ta Ivan 

: yaffilfeyitch .1. lihe Life of Peter the rGreifct^ in 

-the- Ruffian language, firft publiihtd at Venire, 

]^^ch the. prince reprinted m .1 7 1 4, amdJ icd- 

r4jclied with hiftorical obfervationa. His' own 

^'wwks are, aii Account of the Ruffian Impof- 

;^s: amoQgil tbefe is the life pf. Demetkita, 

.chitjfly drawn from the fourcefe. confulted. by 

Mailer in . his relation of the fame pet iod. 

'But this noWe aVithor's great work is Jtjie 

Hiftory of Ruffia, from the. earlieft times. He 

has already publifliiJcl three volumes in quaito, 

which finiih with the reign of Denii^trius Doniki, 

who died in 1389. I have read with great plea- 

fure the German tpaxiflation of this performance, 

whiclji 
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i which is a moft vihiable addition to thehiftory 
.of the North. The author hadaccefs to the 
■ imperial archives ; he draVs hi^ intifirmation fnopn 
the moft ancient and unqueftionabte fourccs, is 
cxaa in quoting his authorities, and ranges the 
. events in chronological order With gTcat perfpi- 
cuity. A writer, who confiilted- many chroni- 
cles pited by thishiftorian, and who has givfen to 
the public tlje moft Complete hiftory of. Rufiia 
yet extant, thus fpeaks of this work : ^^-The au- 
thor always cites his authorities.' I have verified 
a great number of his references, and-ha^e always 
difcovered his accuracy. If the firft charsi^ler 
of an hiftorian is the love -of truth, the priilce 
' deferves the greateft praife-*^/' 
: Although this difquifition is confined to the 
, native writers ; yet I cannot avoid mentioning 
- Voltaire s Life of Peter the Great as it is the 
-work * from which moft foreign nations ha^e 
-formed their ideas of Ruffia ; which many French 
,arid Englifli. authors have fer vilely x5opied, Cit^l 
it is confidered as a flbiidard book, and particu- 
larly as the 'author informs us in- the Preface: 
" La cour de Peterjbourgj Sgc. a fait parcehif' i 
Thijiorien charge de cet &u*orage tous ies doou^ 
mens anthentiques. II n^a icrit que fur des preu^ 
vei incontejiables.^* 
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But the well-inform'ed Ruffians, although this 
work idolizes their hero Peter the Great, confeft 
that it is an inaccurate performance; a panegy* 
ric rather than a hiftory, in which many f;ai;fls are 
difguifed or omitted'; where every defeft in the 
principal charafter is foftened, and every virtue 
exaggerated. In truth, the elegant author wrote 
this Life at the defire of the emprefs Elizabetl^ 
by whofe order he received great part of the ma- 
terials. Hence it may eafily be conjeftured, 
that nothing would be communicated which 
could refleft the fmalleft difcredit on Peter or 
Catharine ; and that the author was unwilling to 
' infert any circumftance which might be difpleaf- 
•ing to Elizabeth. His genius was fettered by 
thefb reftraints ; the pifture, accordingly, which 
he has drawn of Peter is aim oft a^ devoid of ani- 
mation as of refemblance, and this fketch is the 
leaft entertaining, as well as the moft inaccurate 
of his hiftorical pieces. 

But frequently alfo in regard to thofe events 
which did not interfere with Elizabeth's preju** 
dices, he either did not examine, or did not 
follow, fome of the beft and moft authentic 
materials communicated from Peterfburgh ♦. 

From 



• Bufchjng has publiflied, in the third volume of his Hifto- 
rical Magazine, " Mtmoin^abrege fur la Vie du Tfarevitch Ale^ji^ 
Pctrovitch/* This jnenioir, fays the editor, was feut to Voltainr 

before 
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From tbde circumflances we may aflent to the 
truth of the cenfure palfed by the lively writer 
jBpoa his own performance^ when he faid, ^* Jt 
Jtrai grwocr far ma tomhCy cy git qui a voulu 
icrire rhiftoire de Pierre le Grand *." 

Of the Ruffian poetry previous to this cen- 
tury, the only fpecimens were a few ancient 
ibng^ fome occafional copies of verfes, and a 
pfalter, compofed by the monk Simeon Polotiki, 
printed at Mofcow in 1680* To ufe the ex^ 
preffions ^f the epic writer Kheraikof, " the, 
Miifes waited till the reign of Peter the Great, 
to make their appearance in Ruffia : before his 
time were indeed a few poets, but their compo- 
£tions were more rhymes than verfes, atid even 
during his. reign the art was ftill in ite infancy. 
At length came Lomonbzoft," &c. Thqopha- 
nes had indeed read leftures on the rules of 
'Sclavonian or Ruffian verfe; prince Kantemir, 
Ilinfki, Trediatofski, and a few others, had con^- 
pofed; but there were -no poets of eminence be- 
before he began to write his Hiftoiy of Ruflias it^^will fcrvc ss a 
pi-oof how little that writer employed the authentic papers tranf^ 
jnitted to him. Voi. III. p. 194. MulJer alfo clwrges Voltaire 
with not .paying fufficicnt attentioti to the papers which he com- 
municated from the moft undoubted, authorities. Buf. XVr, 
p. 352. 

• Cited by L*Evefque, Vol. I. p. xxx. 

t Preface to Kheraflcofs Poem on the Battlc.of Tcbcfme, quot^ 
«d in Bach. RulF. Bib. for 1774,?. 201. 
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fore Lomonozof and Sumorokof A iketch 
therefore of the lives and writings of thefe two 
authors, a fhort account of the Ruffian ftage, 
and a few remarks on the compofitions of Khe- 
raikof, will convey to the reader fom« idea of 
the rife, progrels, and ftate of poetry in this 
^ empire. 

Lomonozof *, the great refiner of his native 
tongue, was the fon of a fiflimonger at Kolmo-* 
gori: he was bom in- 1711, and fortunately 
taught to read ; a rare inftance for a perfon of fo 
low a ftation in Ruffia. His natural genius for 
poetry was firft kindled by the perufal of the' 
Song of Solomon, done into verfe by Polotfki, 
whofe rude compofitions, perhaps fcarcely fu- 
perior to our verfion of the Pfalms by Stern- 
hold* and Hopkins, infpired him with an irre- 
fiftible paffion for the mufes. He tied from his 
father, who would have compelled him to marry, 
and took refuge in a monaftery at,Mofcow; 
where he had an opportunity of indulging his 
tafte for letters, and ftudying the Greek and 
Latin languages. In this feminary he made fo 
confiderable a progrefs in polite literature, as t6 
be patronifed by the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences. In 1736, he was fent, at the expence 
of that fociety, to theuniverfity of Marburgh 
ia Heffe*Caffel, where he ftudied under the cele- 

• LeClcFCr Hift« Mod. f. 70. 

brated 
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brated Chriftian Wolf, univerfkl grammar, rhe* 
toric, and philofophy. Hp continued at Mar- 
burgh four years, and applied himfelf with in- 
defatigable diligence to chymiftry, which he 
afterwards purfued with ftill greater fuccefs, 
under the famous Henckel, at Freyburgh in 
Saxony- tti 1 741, he returned into Ruffian was 
chofen ivi 1 74t adjun6l to the Imperial Aca- 
demy, and in* the enfuing year member df that 
fociety, and profeffor of chymiftry. In 1 760, he 
was appointed infpeftor of the feminary, then 
annexed to the Academy ; in 1764, he was gra* 
tified by the emprefs with the title of counfellor 
of ftate, and died on the 4th of April that year, 
in the 54th year of his age* 

Lolaionozof excelled in various kinds of cbm- 
^ofition; but his chief merit is derived front his 
odes. The firft was written in 1739, while he 
ftudied in Germany, on the capture of Kotfcnin, 
a fortrefs of Crim Tartary, by marihal Munic. 
The odes of Lomonozof are greatly admired 
for originality of invention, fublimity of fentir 
ment, and energy of language; and compenfate 
fur their turgid ftyle, by that fpirit and fire, which 
«re the principal chara6leriftics in this fpecies of 
compofition. Pindar was hi? great model; and 
if we may give credit to a perfon * well verfed 

• L'Evcfquc, who lays of him, « II eft peut-etre4cfcul emule^ 
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in the Ruffian tongue, he has fucceeded in this* 
daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard, 
without incurring the cenfure of HoVace * . In 
this, as well as feveral other fpecies of compofi- 
tion, heendched his native language with vari- 
ous kinds ot^ metre, and merited the appellatioa 
beftowed on him, *' The Father of Ruffian 
Poetry-" 

' A brief recapitulation of the principal work* 
of Lomouo7of, printed in three volumes oftavo, 
will ihew the veriatiiity of his genius, and his 
extenfive knowledge in vaiious branches of li- 
terature: 

- The firil volume, l>efide a preface on the advantages derived to 
the Ruflian tongue from the ecclefiaftical writings, contains ten 
^cred and nineteen panegyric odes» and ieveral occafi^onal pieces 
of poetry. 

The fecond comprifes an EfTay, in profe, on the rules of Ru/Iiaii 
Poetry; tmnflatlon of a German Ode: Idylls; Tamira and Selim^ 
» tragedy 4 Deinophoon, a tragedy ; Poetical Epiftle on the Utility 
of Glafs; two cantos of an epic Poem, intitled Peter the Great; a 
congratulatory copy of yerfes; an Ode; tranflation of Baptifte Rouf- 
icau^s ode, Sur li B^beur ; Heads of a Courfe of Le^ures on' 
Natural Philofophy; certain parages, tranflated in verfe and profc;, 
^accofding to the originals, from Cicero, Erafmus, Luclan, ^lian, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curtius, Homer, Virgil, Martial, 
Ovid, Horace, and Seneca, which Rufllan tranflations were brought. 
su examples in his Le6lure$ up«n Rhetoric; kiiUy, defcription of 
the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

The third volume conHfts chiefly of fpeeches and treatifes reat 

• ** Pindarum quifquis ftudet SBmnlari," &c. L'Ode de Loma- 
itofof fit connoltre aux Ruffes les vlrltables regies de U harmonie. 

4LeClerct 

b«for» 
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before the acstSkmyi panegyric on the emprefs Elizabeth s on Peter 
the Great; treatife on the advantages of chymiftry ; on the phacno* 
inert a of the air, occafioned by the ele£^rical fire, with a Latin tranf- 
lation of the fame; on ^le origin of light, as a new theory of co^ 
lours; methods to determine with precision the courfe of a vefTel} 
on the origin of metals by the means of earthquakes; Latin dif- 
fcrtation on folidity and fluidity; on the Tranfit of Venm in 
1761 > with a German translation *• 

Befides thefe various fubje6ls, Lomonozof 
ttiade no incoiifiderable figure in hiftory, having 
publiflied two fmall works relative to that of hi* 
own country. The firft, ftyled Annals of the 
Ruffian Sovereigns, is a ihort chronology of the 
Ruffian monarchs; the fecond is the Ancient 
Hiftory of Ruffia, from the origin of that nation 
to the death of the great-duke Yaroflaf L lA 
1054; a performance of great merit, as it il- 
luftrates the moft difficult and obfcure period in 
the annals of this country. 

Lomonozof was alfo an admirer of the arts; 
made fome proficiency in painting, and diftin-' 
guiflied himfelf by copying m mofaic- The 
portraits of the regent Anne and I^eter the 
Third, done by Lomonozof in mofaic, are ftill 
preferved in the gallery at Oranienbaiim. 

Alexander Sumorokof, juftly denominated the 
founder of the Ruffian theatre, next to Lomo- 

♦ Mr. Damafkin, who publiflied this complete edition of Lomo- 
notpfs works, received from the emprefs a prefent of X.ieo.^ Sec 
Ruf. Bib, for 178P, p. 338. 

, . tkozof. 
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iiozof, principally contributed to refine th^ 
poetry of his country. But-before I gite a de- 
tail of his life and writings, I fliall introduce a 
ftort account of the Ruffian ftage^ becaufe a 
view 6f the ftate iii which he found the national 
theatre * will difplay his poweirs in dramatic 
coitipofitioh. 

Before the sera of Peter the Great, almoft the 
'bnly f dramatic reptefentatioiiiii in Ruffia wercf 
exhibited iii the monafteries of Kiof and Mof- 
Cowj where thd ftudentiS performed occafionally 
an Actus Ordtoriui, at fcrij)tural hiftory. The 
karhed betnetifiud Tooptalo J ^ metropolitan 
archbifhop of Roftof,' was highly diftinguifhed 
foi* compofiiig, in the tafte of the times, fcriptural 
Wffories in verfe : The Sinner an allegory ; Efther 
ind Ahafuerus; The Birth, and the Refurrec- 

* It does not enter iiito itty blan to trtfcce the intFodu^ion and 
progrefs of the German, Italian^ and French players in Ruil^L I 
ihall only ob(erve» that, in the reign of Peter the Great, the firft fet 
6f German a£^ors played ^tPeterfburgh; fom'e Italian j>erformer9 
firft made their appearance in 17^5, and the French eomedians in 
1742. For further information on this fubjeQ:, the reader is re- 
ferred to Staehlin's Oef. des Theatres in Rufsland, in Haygold, ot 
Schloetzer^s Beylage, vol. I. p. 400^ 

t We may except the reprefentations at court during the mi- 
nority of Peter the Oreat, when fome of Moliere^s plays, tranf^ 
lated into the Ruffian tongue, were a6ledin the Ikonofpatfkoi con«< 
tent ^ among pther perfons of diilin^tion, the princcfs Sophia p^r' 
formed a part. 

t Hediedin 1709* 

VOL, III. , d . tioii 
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tion of Chrift. At the commencement of this 
century, thcfe pieces were the faihionaWe repre- 
fentations, not only in convents, but at court, 
even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth^ 
reign. 

The ftudents of furgery in th« hofpital at 
IMofcow gave the firft public performance ex- 
hibited by the laity, in the great hall, where 
they raifed a ftage, and ufed fcreens for the 
fcenery. Staehlin *, who was prefent at one of 
thefe exhibitions, the fubjeft of which was Ta- 
merlane, informs us, that nothing could be more 
grotefque and ridiculous; and relates an inflance 
pf profane ribaldry introduced into one of the 
fcriptural pieces, too grofs to be mentioned. 
The fame author remembers to have feen at Pe- 
terfburgh the emprefs's grooms act in a ftill more 
wretched manner, eitlier in the hay-loft of the 
imperial ftables, or in an unfurniflied houfe. 
Aftors of thi^ fort ufed alfo to perform every 
year for the amufement of the common people: 
they had no regular theatre, but were accuftom- 
ed to play in diflferent parts of the city. At 
duflc,' a paper lantern was hung from tfie win- 
dow, and two huntfmen's horns were blown, to 
announce a comedy for the evening; the en- 

• See Gefchichte des Theatres in Rufsland, from which inge- 
nious trcatife I have principally taken this account of the RuiHaiL 
ftage. 

, . ^ , tranj:e 
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trance moAey was from f to 2d. ; and the fyec* 
tators ulually remained two hours to hear every 
IpecieiS of tionfenfe and ribaldry* Such was the 
ftate of the Ruffian ftage when Sumdrokof* 
brought out his firft tragedy of Korefi 

About the fame time the firft i*egular Ruffian 
theatiie was opened at Yaroflaf, under. the direc- 
tion of the celebrated aftor Feodor Volkof, the 
Gartick of Ruffia, whofe talents for the ftage* 
were equal to thofe of Sumorokof for drairiatid 
compofition. Volkof was foil of a tradefmai^ 
at Yoroflaf, and born in 1 729 : having difcover- 
cd early proofs of great abilities, he was fent tof 
Mofcow, where he learnt the German tongue^ 
mufic, and drawing. His father dying, and hid 
ittother marrying a fecond huiband, who had 
eftablifhed a manufaftdry of falt-petre and ful- 
phur, he applied himfelf to that trade; and go- 
ing upon the bufinefs of his father-in-law to 
Peterfburgh about the year 1748, his natural in- 
clination for the ftage led him to frequent the 
German plays, and form *^n intimate acquaint- 
ance with fome of the a6lors* 

On his return to Yaroflaf, he conftrufted ^ 
ftage in a large apartment at his father-in-law's 
houfe, painted the fceiies, and, with the affiftance 
of his four brothers, afted before a large affistn- 
bly. Their firft performances were the fcriptu- 

s « lal. 



€60 tllAVELS IN MV StiA. if. 64 

ral hiftories written by the archbi£h(^ of Rqftof ; 
thefe were fucceeded by the ttagedie^ of Lomcv* 
Bozof and Siimorokof, and fometimeft fatirical 
farces of their own compofition agaioit the in** 
habitants of Yaroflaf. The fpe^atoes bein^ 
admitted gratis, his father^^in-^law obje^d 
to the expence; and Volkof conilru£led^ . in 
1750, a large theatre, partly by fubfcription, 
•ad partly at his own rilk. Having: fofpplied 
it with fcenes, which he painted hinnlelf, and 
drefle^, which he afliiled in making; and pro^ 
cured additional a6iors, whom he inftnided, he 
and his troop perfdrmed with great applanfe be- 
fore crowded audiences^ who cheerfully paid 
for their admiilion^ 

In 17^^) the emprefs Elizabeth, informed of 
their fuccefs, fummoned them to Peterfburgh ; 
where they reprefented^ in tlie theatre of the 
court, the tragedies of Sumorokof. To improve 
this new troop, the four principal adors were 
placed in the feminary of the cadets, where 
they remained font years. At . the conclufion 
of that period, a Ruffian theatre was eflabliihed 
at the court; thi^ee aftreffes were adi!utted; Su- 
/ morokof was appointed dire£ior, and 5,ooa 
roubtes were allowed for the adors. Beiides 
this falary, they were permitted to perform once 
a week to the public ; and the admiiiion^money 
1 was 
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was diftributed among them without deduftion ; 
as the lights, mufic, and dreffcswere provided at 
the expence of the emprefs. 

The chief performances were the tragedies 
and comedies of Sumorokof, and tranflations 
from Moliere and other French writers. The 
company continued to flourifh under the patro- 
nage of Catharine, and the falaries of the aftoy s 
were gradually increafed to 1 1,000 roubles per 
annunk Volkof and his brother were ennobled, 
and received from their imperial miftrels eftates 
in land : he performed, for the laft time, at Mof- 
cow, in the tragedy of Zemira, a fliort time be- 
fore his death, which happened in 1 763, 'in the 
35th year of his age. He equally excelled in 
tragedy and comedy; but his principal merit 
confifted in reprefenting madnefs. He was tolera-^ 
biy verfed in mufic, and no indifferent poet. 

His friend Sumorokof paid an affefting tri- 
bute to the memory of Volkof, who had done 
ample juftice to his dramatic compofitions: 
"Melpomene, unite thy tears with mine; la^ 
ment, and tear thy locks. My friend is dead, \ 
Adieu, my friend; forrow penetrates and dif-^ 
folves my foul. The fourc6 of Hippocrene i$ 
frozen. O Ruffia ! you poffeffed a fecond Rar 
cine! but the new theafa-e is already tottering 
from its foundations; and all the' labours of 
a century are deftroyed ! Volkof is feparated 

, s 3 from. 
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from the Mufes fot ever^— -Tragedy has loft her 
buflkin and her poignard. Melpomene, bede^r 
his tomb with thy tears*/' 

The prophecy, however, of Sumorokof, which 
his enthufiafm for the theatrical abilities of this 
great a6lor, or his affeftion for the memory of 
his friend, led him to utter, is far from being 
fulfilled. The ftage, though it fuffered a con* 
fiderable lofs by the death of Volkof, ftill fub^ 
fifts and profpers under the prote6lion pf Ca- 
tharine ; and from the fpecimens which I faw 
among the f6undlings at Mofcow, and in other 
feminaries, there is no leafon to apprehend the 
want of able a^ors. 

To return from this digreffion ; Alexander Su» 
^morokof, the fon-of Peter Sumorokof, a Ruffian 
nobleman, was bom at Mofcow, on the I4th of • 
November, 17^7 t- He received the firft rudi- 
ments of learm^g in his father's houfe; where, 
befide a grainmatical knowledge of his pative 
tongue, he was well gi-ounded in the Latin 
language. Being removed to the feminary of 
the Cadets at St Peterfburgh, he profecuted his 
ftudies with uTiwearied application, and gave 
early proofs of his genius for poetry. Even on 
holiday^ he would retire from his cppip^^nions, 

• I/jaerk, p. 8i. 
* f Tl^s ac^oimt of Sl^noroIpf is chiefly taken firom ^Kurqe 
Nachricht von den Leben und der Scbriften des, Alej^ander Pe- 
trowitch Sumorpkpf/' in ^ourn. St. Pet for 1778. 

. ^ who 
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iv^ho were engaged in play, and devote his whole 

• • • • _ 

time to the perufal of the Latin and Frenct 
Writers. 

The firft effort? of his genius were love-fongs, 
whofe ^tendernefs and beauty of expreffion, till 
then unknown in the Ruffian tongue, were con- 
fidered as prognoftics of his future fame. On 
quitting the feminary, he was appointed adju- 
tant, firft to count Golovkin, and afterwards to 
count Razomofski; and being patronized by 
count Ivan Shuvalof, was introduced by that 
Maecenas to Elizabeth, who took him under her 
proteftion. About the 29th year of his age, an 
enthufiaftic fondnefs for the works of JRacine, 
turned his genius to the drama, and he wrote 

• 

the tragedy of Koref, which laid the foundation 
of the Ruffian theatre. This piece was firfi 
a6led by fome of his former fchool-mates, the 
cadets, who had previoufly exercifed their talents 
in 'declamation, and in a6ling a French play, 
Elizabeth, i^nformed of this new phsenomenon 
in the theatrical world, ordered the tragedy to 
be exhibited in her prefence upon a fmall theatre 
of the court, where German, Italian, and French 
plays had been performed. The applaufe and 
diftinftion which the author received on this 
occafion, encouraged him to follow the bent of 
his genius; and he produced^ fucceffively Ham- 
let> Ariftpna, Sinaf and Truvor, Zemira, Dimifa, 

s 4 Vitflielaf, 
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Vitilielaf, the Falfe DemeUlus, and Miciflaf, 
Nor was his mufe lefs fertile in comedie$, whicli 
are, Triffotinus, the Judge, the Difpute hetweeii 
the Hufband and Wife, the Guardian, the Por- 
tion acquired by Fraud, the Envious Man, Tar^ 
tufFe, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother whq 
rivals her Daughter, the Goffip, and the Thref 
Jlival Brothers. He wrote silfo the operas of 
Alceftes^ and Cephalus and Procris *• 

With refpefl; to his tragedies; Racine was his 
model; and his Ruffian biographer, who feems « 
Cpmpetent judge of his merit, allows, that 
^* though i^ fome inftauces he attained all the 
excellence of the French poet^ y^t he faijied in 
piany others; but it would be uncandi4 to ingi^ 
on fuch defers in a writer who fii-ft introd^c^ 
the drama amqng his countiypien. The French 
overlook in their Corneille ftill gfeater faults." 
** His comedies, continues the fame author, 
contaiQ much humour; but I do not jmagin^ 
th^t our dramatic writers will adopt hini for thei|^ 
inodel ; for he frequently excites the laughter of 
the fpeftator at the expence of his coolei^ judgt 
xneutf. Neyerthplefs, they pfefeqt fufficient 

paflage^ 

w • 

• Hi$ tragedies are writtftn in rhyim^, in tl^e Alexandrine verfij, 
the feme as the French heroic* His comedies are in profe. 
' t ** Weil es auch ein Lacben giebt, nach' welchem der Zufr 
chaa^t n^ht i/woh^ niit fich {jeHhft ^u£ne4en i&is^cr gelacht hat*^ 

' ' rill "^ 
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pafl^es to proyci^ that he woald havie s^ttainedia 
greater degree of exceljence m this line, had^e 
,pai4 more atter^tk)^ to paint our manners, arid 
follow the tafte of the heft foreign writers." 

Befides draipatie i^itiags, Sumwokof at- 
tempted eveiy fpecies of poetry, excepting the 
«pic. He wrote loye-fongs, idyls, fables, fa;tirfe$, 
/sinacreontics, elegies, verfibns of the Pfalms, and 
JPindaric odes, Superior to I^omonozof * in the 
compofitions of the dramas he T^as inferior to 
him in Pindaric wjriting«. '^ Though his ode's,*' 
. adds his biographer, "are diftinguiihed by eafy 
^ow of Verfification, harmony, foftnefs, and grace ; 
yet they are far from reaching that elevdtion and 

|i|re which charafterize thofe of JLomonozof, Thefe 

> 

Literally, f* Since he occafions a laughter, at which the fpe^tator \ 
1$ not weU fatisfied that he has ' laughed.** Does tb< biogmpher 
mean by this pafT^ge, that the wit of Sumorokof was often too &r- 
|cical, ai>d degenerated into a )ow fpecies of humour ? If fo, let 
^e author anfwer for himfelf. In a letter to Voltaire, he complains 
that his countrymen had begun to adopt that wretched fpectes of 
composition, the fentimental comedy, inflead of the wit and hU' 
mour of Moliere ; and Voltaire agreed with him, in ^he following 
words : *' Je foiifcris enti^rei^ent a tout ce que vous dites de Mo- 
liere et de la comedie Larmoyante, qui a la honte de la nation a 
fuccedl au feul yrai ge^re comique porte a perfe6lion par Pinimi- 
^ble Moliere. Bach. RulT, Bib. for 1778, p* 153* 

* There was an Unfortunate rivalry between theio two poetf : 
each wiihed to excel in the other^s line, and each failed in the at- 
tempt. The account of this rivalry between Lomonozof and Su- 
morokof might add another article for the author of Les ^uerelk* 
fjtttraires. 

two 
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tiro great poets had each theif peculiar talents : 
the one difplayed all the majefty, ftrength, and 
fublknity of the Ruflian tongue ; the other all 
it§ harmony, foftnefe, and elegance. The elegies 
of Sumorokof are full of tendernefs : his idyls 
give a true pidure of the paftoral life, in all the 
pleafingfimplicity" of untutored nature, without 
defcending to vulgarity, and may ferve as mo- 
dels in this fpecies of compofition, in all things 
excepting in Sin& morality. His fatires are the 
beft in the Ruffian language, but are extremely 
unequal, and deferve to have been wrought with 
more |dan and regularity. In writing his fables, 
his pen feems to have been guided by the Mufes 
And Graces * ; and I do not hefitate, if not to 
prefer them, at leaft to compare them with thof« 
of Fontaine/' 

Sumorokof was alfo author of a few Ihort and 
detached hiftorical pieces. A Chroni cle of Mof- 
cow, in which he relates the origin of that city, 
and abridges the reigns of its monarchs from 
Ivan Danilovitch to Feeder Alexievitch: liif- 
tory of the firft infurre6lion of the Strelitz in 

. • Thi« opTiuon feems to be general : <* Mais tous Ics applaa- 
^iffements f*e font reunis en favearde ces fables. On ne peut leur 
refufer la premiere place apres celles de La Fontaine. L'Evefque, 
iroL V. p. 342. 

* Ses fables peuvent etre comparces a ce qu'on a fait de mieux 
dans cc genre, depui« rinimitabJcLa Fontaine,'* Le Clerc, p. 77. 

1683, 
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Tieea, by which Ivan was appointed joint fove- 
reign .with Peter the Great, and the princeCs So- 
phia regent ; an account of Stenko B^zin^s re> 
bellion. His ftyle in thefe pieces is faid to lie 
clear and perfpicuous, but two ffowery and poe- 
tical. 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the favour 
and prote6lion of his fovereign. Elizabeth gave 
him the rank of brigadier, appointed him direc- 
tor of the Ruffian theatre, and fettled on him an 
annual penfion of £. 400. Catharine created him 
counfelior of ftate, conferred on him the order of 
St. Anne, and honoured him with many inftances. 
of munificence and difiindiion until his deaths 
which happened at Mofcow, on the ift of Octo- 
ber 1777, in the 5 1 ft year of his age. 

" With refpeft to his difpofition,"' fays his 
. biographer, " this celebrated poet feems to have 
. poffeffed a good and amiable heart ; but his ex- 
treme fenfibility, an excellent quality in a poet 
when tempered with philofophy, occafioned that 
Angularity and vehemence of charafter, which 
gave fo much* trouble and uneafmefs to all his 
iacquaintance, but particularly to himfelf. . He 
was polite and coudefcending towards thofe 
who treated him with refpeft; but haughty 
to thofe who behaved to him with pride. 
He knew no deceit; he was a true friend, 
and an open enemy, and could neither forget an 
obligation nor an injury. Paffionate, and fre- 
quently 
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<)ueiitljr iiQOoniiikrate in his purHiits^ he could 
not hrook the leail oppoiitioii, and reg^ded the 
inoft trifling ciicamftance as the greateft evi). 
His cktracndinary fame, the many favouis con- 
£srred on htm > by the empiefis, the jinduigence 
ihd veneration of his friends, might have made 
him extrtmely fortunate, if he hadunderftbod 
the art of being fo. He had conceived a great» 
perhaps too greats an idea of the chara^r and 
meriiis of a true poet ; jand could not endure to 
fee with patience this noble and much*efteemed 
art, icrhich had beeti confecrated by Homei:, 
Yiigil, and other gr^at men, profined by perfons 
without judgment Qr abilities,, Theie pretend^ 
ers, he would fay, fliock the public with their 
nonfenfe in rhyme, and clothe their monflrous 
conceptions in the drefs of tbp Mufes. The 
public recoil from them with difguft and aver- 
fion; and, deceived by their ^^pearance, treat 
' with irreverence thofe children of heaven, the 
tjrue Mufes." 

The examples of Xomonozof and Sumorokof 
jMive tended to difiufe a fpirit of poetry, and 
a fcafife for polite learning, among the Ryifians, 
afed they are fucceeded by a numerous band 
of poets *. Of thcfe I fhall only mention one 
writer, who has diftinguifhed himfelf by compof- 
ing the firft epic poem in the Ruffian tongue. 

* Many of theft are enumerated by Mr. JLe ClcrCj Htft. Mod. 
p. 78"^8. 

Michael 
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Michael KherafkoC^a perfooiof.a noble family^ * 
Ints excelled m feveral 4>^^^ ^ coixipofitioii. 
His wdrks are, a poem on the Utility of Science 
feveral tragedies and comedies, Pindiric odes. 
Anacreontics, fables, idyk^and'fatires, a romance 
called Ariadne in Thebes, Numa Pompilius, a 
poem^ ill four cantos, in honour of thi&'na%*al 
viftory over theTutks at the battle of Tchefine. 
But the piece by which he has acquired the' great- 
€ft fame,, is an epic poem in twelve cantos^ called 
the RossiADA, written in Iambic meafure of fix 
feet in rhynie. The fubjed is the conqueft of 
Cafiin'by Iran VaffiUevitch II. or, as the author 
has exprcffed himfelf, " Ifing Ruffia delivered 
from the yoke of barbarians ; the might of the 
Tartars la^id low, and tlieir pride humbled : I 
flng the ftrifes and bloody confli6ls of ancient 
armies; Euffia's triumph, and Cafan's fubjec*^ 
tion.'* This work is greatly admired by th^ Na- 
tives, and may juftly be confidered as forming 
an epoch in the hiftory of their poetry. The 
general plan fcems well difpofed; the events 
follow each other in a rapid but orderly fuccef* 
fion ; and the imagination of the reader is kept 
alive by frequent icenes of terror, in which the * 
author feems to excel. Tlie fubjeft is extremely 
interring to the Ruffians ; and the poet has art- 
fully availed himfelf of the popular belief, by the 
introduSiion of faints atid martyrs for the ma* 

chinery 
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chinery of his poem. Le Clerc informa us, that 
this poem, while it contains feveral ftriking paf- 
f^es of great beauty, is in many parts deficient 
in harmony ; a defeft, he adds, which the author, 
by retouching and Conceding, is capable of le^- 
moving. 

Kherafkof has not failed of acquiring the re-^ 
wards due to his extraordinary talents ; having 
been fucceffively appointed vice-prefident of the 
college of mines, counfellor of ftate, and curator 
of the univeriity of Mofcow. 

Lompnozof is . a rare, aiid perhaps a An- 
gle inftance of any Ruflian of low degree, not 
an ecclefiaftic who attained to great eminence 
in literature. But probably fuch' examples 
will foon ceafe to be uncommon ; fince the 
fchools, inftituted by Catharine in every province 
of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate the 
acquifition of learning among the lower clafs of 
people ; fince the zeal for inquiry is fpread among 
the natives, and honour and promotion are known 
by experience to be the certain attendants on 
literary acquifitions. Indeed, fuch is the fpirit 
with which the emprefe protefts and encourages 
learning ; that fcarcely any work of merit makes 
its appearance, for which the author does not 
infiantly receive feme mark of diilindion or 
liberality. 

To fpread a tafte of literature among Ker fiib- 
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jefls, Catharine .appointed, in 1768, a committee 
to order and fuperintend tranflations of the daf- 
fies, and the bed modern authors, into the Ruf^ 
fian tongue ; and allowed ;f.iooo per annum ta^^ 
wards defraying the expence of fuch undertake 



ings *v 



With 



* The following is a lift of the tranflations which had made their 
appearance before the Jth of July 1774 • : 

Homer^s Batraychomyomachia ; Charadlers of Theophraftus ; 
/Elian i Herodian; Diodorus Siculus ; Terence; Cicero De Fimbus\ 
Cziar^s Commentaries ; Three Epiftles of Ovid; his Metamorphofes 
in profc} Tacitus de Moribus Germattorum^ Paterculus; Valerius 
MaximUs \ Stritter^s Memoria popular um olim ad Danubium incoUntium 
$ Script. Bjzan, Hifl.eruta\ Muller^s Account of the Antientlnr 
habitants of Ruflia$ Gmelin^s Travels through Ruflia; Fallas's 
• Travels through Ruflia 5 His Pruftian Majefty's Treatife on the 
Realbn for making and repealing Laws; Montefquieu^s Confidera^ 
Honsfur la grandeur et la decadence des Romains ; his Lyfimaque^ Dia- 
logue de Sylla et d'Eueraiey EJfai fur le Gout^ and Temple de Gnide ; 
Pimfdale^s Treatife on Inoculation ; Chalotais fur V Education ; 
Hiftory and Treatifes of the Amilerdam Society for Recovery of 
Drowned Perfons 5 The Ottoman Empire ; Republic of Ragufa, 
Great Britain, Portugal, Kingdom of PruiTia, from Bufching's 
Geography; Vpltaire's Candide; a Dialogue of St. Evrcmond be- 
tween three perfons of different fentiments ; various articles from the 
Encyclopedie ; Jufti^s Foundation of the Power and Happinefs of 
States ; Calliere de la maniere de negocier avec les fowverains -, Rouf- 
feau^s Abridgement of St. Pierre'' j Projet d'une paix perpe4uelle\ St, 
Realms Confpirat'wn des Efpagnols contre la RepubUque de Venife\ Ver- 
tot's Revolutions Romaines ; Mably's Hiftoire Grecque ; Chinefe Re- 
fle6tions from the Manfliur tongue ; The Vifible World ; Lambert's 
Traiti de V Amitie \ Taflb's Jerufdemme hiberata\ Gulliver's Tra; 
vels; Jofeph Andrews; Jonathan Wild tlie Great; Amelia; of 

the 

P See RmAT. Bib. for i77f, p. 74. 



' With refpeft to claiTical literature ; the Greek, 
language is yeft taught in few fchools, is fcarce- 
)y known to the laity, and h a rare qualification 
even among fhe regular clergy. Latin is morcf 
common, being imtlerftood by many of the cler- 
gy, and not unfreqiiently cultivated by perfonif 
of improved education. Many of the claifics 
have been tranflated by nativies* into this Ruffian 

the Ventiiloquiib; Gellcrt's Aetfchwcftcfj the Art of being po^ 
Cte ; Letters upoiv (everal Phyfical and l^hilofophical Subjects ^ 
Macquer*s ChymiStry \ the Duty of an OiEcer; Diftionary of thtf' 
French Academy ; on the advantage of inftru^ll'ng Youth in Clai^ 
lical Literature ; l^ollin's belles Lettres } Bellas Journey through' 
lluiHa. 

This lift mentiohs ^3 boots', the tranilations i^hereof were in th^ 
prefs; 78, of which tranflations were making; and 63, which the 
committee proposed to be tranflated. 

I have received an account of the following tranflations, whkli 
have been flnce made : 

Henriadei DiabU Boiteux \ Gellert's Works; Anderfo&^s Hifto- 
ry of Commerce; Robertfon's Hiftory of Charles V. from the French 
tranflation; Pallas Sambtngen MongoH/cben Foffterfibqftati Englifli 
Grammar'; Homer*s ^liad ; Virgirs ^neid; Lucian^s Dialogues ^ 
Milton's Paradife Loft ; Coycr's Hiftoire di J. SoBieJkii Montef- 
quieu's EJ^rit des Loix ; Mulct's Hiji, de DOnhemare ; Hiji, GeneraH 
di Voyages ; Virgirs Eclogues and Georgics; Cicero di Natura Deo- 
rum I Plato's Works; Hefiod; Coxe's Ruffian *Difcoveries; Lis* 
tntas de Marmontel\ Bielfield's Political Inftitutions; Hiji, di la 
Maifon de Brandenhurgb ; Mfvnireide Stdljf ; Blackftone's Commen- 
taries ; Hift. Aug. Script. Sex ; Pope's Eflay on Man ; Locke on 
Education ; Livy; feveral ^piftles and Odes of Horace; Young> 
Six weeks Tour, tranflated by particular order of the emprels, for 
the purpose of diffu^z^ tho knowledge of practical i^rkiilture, &c« 

fong^jfe^" 
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tongue ; feveral editions of the moll appl-oVed 
Greek and Roman authors have been publifhed 
at Mofcow and Peteriburgh; but the editors 
have been chiefly Foreigners, encouraged to this 
attempt by the patronage of the Ruffian nobles, 
who are not deficrent in antient Hterature, and 
excited by the opening genius of the natioii. 
Among the natii^es, who have rendered ttiem- 
felves illuftrious in*this branch of knowledge^ 
I muft not omit Plato, archbiftiop of Mofcow, 
who is highly eminent for claffical learnibg; 
and, among the naturalized foreigners, Eugenius 
archbifliop of Slavelifk and Kherfon, who, in the 
true fpirit of the original, has trahflated into 
Greek hexameters the Eclogues and Georgics 
of Virgil; a work printed in folio, at the ex- 
pence of prince Potemkin, and exhibiting a mag- 
nificent fpecimeii of typography. 
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Population ami revenwes of tlie Ruffian empire— Paper currency* 

THE population of the Ruffian dominioiEJ 
may be eftimated from the table of the 
poll-tax affeffed in 1782. 



Government of if ofcow - 


- 


- 440,359 


, . St. Peterfburgh 


283,295 


Wiburgh 


- 


8«,128 


Tver 


- 


- . 446,321 


Novogorod 


*m 


269,320 i 


Pfkof - 


- 


288,125 


Smolenfko 


- 


445,257 


IMohilef - 


- 


331,033- 


Polotzk - 


»^ 


-' 311,46a 


Orel 


- 


462,52a 


Kurfk - 


- 


-. 458,83<^ 


Karkof 


- 


392,944 


Voronetz 


«.• 


394,934 • 


lambof - 


- 


- 438,0^5 


Refan 


- 


434,679- 


Toola 


- 


418,927 


Kaloogha 


- 


384,423 


Yaroflaf - 


- 


370,961 

Go^i^rumeut 



.. -f 
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Government of Vologda 

Volodimir 
Koftroma 



Niflinie*Novogorod 

Viatka * . - 

Perm - *. * 

Tobolfk * - ^ 

Kolyvan - - - 

Irkutflc - - . 

Ufa • . . 

Simtirfk 

Kafan - - .- 

Penfa - 

Saratof 

Aftrachan 

Afof . . . 

New ftuffia 

Kiof ., . 

Tchernighof - 

Novogorod Sieverfki 

Riga -,- . 

Revel 



349,386 
433,8^0 
396,269 
398,317 
407,930 
373,2*52 
166,225 

39,297 
123,232 
177,798 
361,159 
373,354 
3l8,t)7'6 

282,817 
23,776 

177,849 

210,539 

.387,792 

368,099 

365,541 

263,525 

99,564 



Sum total of peafants paying 
the Poll-tax 



} 



12,757,180 



By doubling this number^ for the females, we 
have for the peafants, male and female, in the 
whole Ruffian empire - " - ' «5, 5 1 4, 3 6o 
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To this wc niuft add nobles 
Clergy and their families 
]\Ierchants and families 
Natives of Crim Tartary and the 

Kuban ' - - - - 
Wandering hordes of Sibera 

And the total population of the 



26,514,360 

200,000 

• 120,000 

250,000 

80,000 
€00,000 



id the total population or the T 
Ruffian empire will, accord- > 26,764, 
inff to this calculation, be J 



360 



A number, however large, greatly difproportion- 
ed to the extent of the empire *. 

The 

* This eRImation of population in Ruffia was, in 1 7 85, fuffici- 
ently exa6t, and confidered fo by the laft ftatiftical writer in RuiHa, 
who adopted the general ftatemen^i. from my account ; fince that 
period a great acceflion of fubje6ts has been gained by the territo- 
rial acquifitions^ and fome increafe of the population from natuntl 
caufes. 

Population in the new Acquiiitions : 
Diflrift of Otchakof, 1791 - - - • 40^000 

By fecond partition of Poland, 1793 - - 3)745»OCX> 

By the conqueft of Poland, 1795 - - i,4j07,ocx> 

Courland - - s - - 387,000 



Probable addition by the, cxcefs of ^the births over 
the deaths> in the whole empire, for 15 years 

Population in 1784 - - . -. 

Population in 1800 - _ r - 



V » 



5,579,000 

1,500,000 

!■ —»— — 

7,079,000 

26,784,360 

33,863,360 

Storcb^ 
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The revenues of Ruffia, befides the impofw 
paid by the Ukraine, and by the provinces con- 
quered from Sweden, chictly arife from the poll- 
tax; the duties of import and export; the ex-, 
cife upon fait; the crown and church lands; tlie 
profits of the hiiut; and the f;ilc of fpirituous 
liquors, and a few other articles. 

The poll-tax was introduced in 1721 by Peter 1. 5 and, at the 
acceflion of Catharjne II. was cxa(5^ed from all perfons, except-' 
ing the noblfefc and gentry, clergy,, navy, army, tlie Coflacs, the 
inhabitants qf the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. All who 

were 
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Storch, in his Hiftorical Account of tlie Ruflian empire, eiliniates 
the population at 36,152,000, in 1797. But he feems to have ex- 
aggerated the number, by allowing an increafe of 250,000 a year, 
and putting, therefore, theincrcafe during ten years at 3,000,000. 

Mr. Tookc, in the fccond edition of his view of the Rvifljau 
empire, greatjy exaggerates the population, by fitting it at 
4O,O0OA3O« U? grounds his calculation on the tables of births 
and deaths given in the Hamburgh Politifches Journal, and pro- 
ceeds on the principle, that only one perlon in 58 dies annually. 
This calculation is erroneous, on two^acpoujits: firit, the lilt of 
births and deaths is not accurate ; it being a well known £a6>, that 
the number of deaths was diminiflied, and of the births augment^ 
pd, to gratify the fovereign with afi idea, that the population was 
rapidly increafing. A ftrikjng example occurred during my firit 
Journey to Peterfburgh: oijly a few of the numbefs who perilhed 
in confequence of the cold or intoxication at the fetp mentjuned in 
p. ^27, were included in the bills of mortality. Secondly, when 
the prevalence of thofe difeafes which Mr. Tooke* him elf enume- 
rates, and the number of cafualties in Ruffia, are confidered, it 
will appear to any perfon in the Icaft accultome i to fuch kinds of • 
calculation, (hat the annual mortality muft be more than one iq 
fifty- eight. 
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vere liable to this tax were rated in different Droportions, as they 
were merchants, burghers, or peafants. By the manifeflo of I77S» 
promulgated after the conclufion of the Turkifh war,, the mer- 
chants were exempted from this tax ; and it now includes, only tlie 
burghers and peafants. 

Every fifteen or twcntysyears, the number of inhabitants throug^^ 
out the empire is ufually taken ; and, in each diftrif^ fubjeA to the 
poll tax, all males, infants as well as adults, under the defcription of 
a burgher or peaiant, are affefled *} from that period the &me af^' 
fefTment is regularly paid till^ the next reviilon, whether the popula- 
tion of that diftri6t increafes or.diminiflies; in thektter cafe, the 
inhabitants or landholders are bound to fupply the deficiency ^ ia 
the former,, the tax is not augmented, and of courfe falls much 
caiier upon a larger number of perfons. The landlkQiders are an* 
fwerable for the poll-tax of their peafants. 

By a late imperial edid^, tlie poll-tax was extended over the Uk<. 
raine and Conquered Provinces ^ and the other taxes paid by the 
peafants were abolifhed, Thi« al^ration has greatly increafed the 

public 

• It is no eafy matter to convey a clear notion of this tax, as 
well from the complicated method of impofing it, as from the dif- 
ferent changes which are occafionally made in the mode of affefT- 
ment.T— A burgher pays ufually 4/. gd. per annumj a peafant of 
the crown, in fome inftances, 8/.; in others, 41. 4i</. ; a peafant of 
an individual, 2 J. 9</.^Every peribn exerciling the trade of a tay- 
lor, fmith, fhoemaker, mafon, or any fimilar handicraft trade, and 
who enrols himfelf in the company of any town, pays annually^ 
befide the poll-tax, 2s. Every peafant who quits his village, to 
trade at Petcrfburgh, Mofcow, or elfewhere, pays 5 d. to the crown 
for his pafTport. Thefe, and many other fimilar taxes, are alt 
ranged under the poll-tax. The diflfenters, or old believers in the 
Ruffian church, pay double poll-tax. Some burghers and peafants, 
fuch as the yamfhics, who find poft-horfes, and others, are exempted 
from the poll-tax; others pay it in labour; fome in furs, &c. I 
found it impoflible to give equal attention to every objeft ; and I 
frankly own, that amidll the variety of intelligence which I proi 
cured in Ruffia, I do riot pcrfeftly Comprehend ca^h ncio^c of aft- 
i^flinen^ in the poll-tax, . . 
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public revenue, and the poll-tax is confiderably more productive^ 
Computing the average tax paid by each peaiknt at a rouble and 
a quarter, the poll-tax amounts to I5^35}000 roubles, or nearly 
double its former produce. 

The cuftoms, or average duties on exports and impoltf, amount 
to j,ooo,ooo rcubles. 

The excife upon (alt, which is appropriated to the cmprers'3 
privy purfe, produces, on an average, 2,000,00a Her majefty has 
twice diminiihed the price pf fait nearly 30 per cent* 

The mines (See chap. 6. of this Book) and coinage, and duties 
upon iron at the forge, yield 3,395>9io, exclusive of the^rofit? 
from the coinage of gold and iilyer imported into Ruflia. 

The church-lands, which are now ai^nexed to the crown, produce 
about 2,000,000: part of this money is allotted for the falaries of 
the archbifliops, bifhops, and regular clergy, for the maintenance of 
the feveral monafteries, and for the penfions of ofEcers and foldiers 
diimiiTed from the fervice. The remainder, which belongs to the 
privy purfe, amounts to about 300/xx) roubles. 

The (ale of fpirituous liquors forms at prefent nearly one-third 
of the Ruflian revenue. In every part of tlie empire, excepting 
the Ukraine and the Conquered Provinces, the crown alone has the 
privilege of felling fpirituous liquors* This branch of finance 
yields 10^000,0000. 



RECAPITULATION. 

Roubles* 

Poll-tax - * - i5>435»ooo 

Cuftoms --^..---- 5,000,000 

Salt' - *• • - 2,000,000 

Gold and filver from the mines, profits of the coinage, 

and duty on iron at the forge • - - - ' 3»39S»9^^ 

Farm of fpirituous Jiquors ----- 10,000,000 

Church lands * - 2,000,000 

Puties on £'iles of lands and houfes, damped paper, 
on mills, horf^gs, baths, (hops, poft^ofiice, and ^ other 

dutk* omitted ^ - . • ^ - 4,000,000 



Roubles 



T4 



4i>83Q,9io 
Or. 
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Or, eftimating the rouble at 3 i. 4^. - - - - at ^. 6,971,818*. 

As the gradual increafe of civilization in the 
Ruflian empire has been follo\ved by a propor- 
tional increafe of the revenue. At the acceffion 
of Peter the Great, it amounted to ;(. 1,000,000; 
at his death to ;f. 1,600,000; Elizabeth raifed it 
to /. 3,600, 000; when Catharine afcended the 
throne, it produced ;^. 4,400,000; now yields 
near £.7,000,000; and is ftill in an increafing 
ftate. This fum is fufficient for the peace-eftab-r 
liihment. Of this revenue, the expences of the 
^rmy and navy amount to about £.3,176,000; 
thofe of the civil eftablifhment to £.2,97^,485; 
and the remainder, or £.800,000, is appropriated 
to the privy purfe of the emprefs. But it is; 
difficult to conceive how ihe is able to maintain 

« 

the magnificence of her court; the number of 
public inftitutionsj the numerous buildings f 
continually erefting at her expence; the libe- 
rality with which ihe encourages the arts and 
fciences; the purchafes which Ihe is continually 

• Such was the general ftate of the revenue in 1784. Since this 

JSjriod it has Seen augmented by an increafe of territory, as well as 

^:|j3tt:iriipr6vement of commerce, and other national benefits. 

:^T^^^!hg to'Mr. Tooke, tlie lateft author who has written ott the 

:fi^«6t^ the feveiiue exceeds 41,000,000 roubles.' See his ftatemenh 

which feems t6 b^ accurate. Vi^w of the RulFilh empire, vol. 2. 

'p*^26. Book '7. fe^. I. - - - * • 

f-Jh time of peace, her majefty allots at leaft ^.200!,OQO per ann, 
' for the p^irpole of building, ^ , ' 

♦ making. 
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making in every country in Europe^ and the 

immenfe donations which Ihe confer* upon 'the 

• 

moft favoured of her fulyefts. ^ ., . , 

The revenues of Ruffia may be. confiderably 
augmented in cafe of emergency, by the ihcieafe 
X)f the poll- tax, and the addition of new impofts. 
It fhouldalfo be obferved, that. in I775.the eaif' 
prefs remitted fiftj'^-feven taxes; and ten iu; ths 
following year, ' ; ^ 

> The great fupport of the laft M'^ar wa^.a neir 
banlc, called the Bank of Aflignation, which was 
eftabliihed during the hoftilities againft tlic 
Turks. When copper-inoney x:ould . not . he 
-coined with fufficient expeditljoti to anfwer the 
neceffities of the ftate, bank notes, to the value 
of 40,. 75 *y and 100 roubles;^ 'in copper,: were 
iffued. Thefe notes are changed at theibank ia 
Peterfburgh and Mofcow. The former, which 
I vifited, is a brick building, containing fe^ 
veral vaulted rooms, each capable of holding 
,^.400,000 of copper coin in bags, piled one 
above another; in fome the money was already- 
placed, and the others were preparing for the de- 
ception of the remainder. Since 1784 the old 
bank notes were -called in, and a new iflue made 
to the acknowledged amount of 100,000,000 

* Soon after the infUtution |Of this bank, fome notes of 7^ 
roubles beinj; forged^ thofe bearing that value were called in and 
^eilroyed, 

roubles^ 
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roubles, in notes of five, ten, fifteen, twenty-fiv^ 
and one hundred roubles. On the firft appear* 
ance of this paper, it was received, particularly 
in the remote part« of the empire, not withont 
difficulty, and the difcount againft it was com* 
monly about 31, and in fome places even 6 per 
cent. The obvious advantages, ' however, over 
copper money, foon recommended it to general 
ufe; and it was found fo beneficial to com- 
merce, that in 1779 the difcount in favour of 
filv^ fpecie was only one per cent, and it bore 
a premium of one^ and an half per cent, over 
copper money. But fo large a quantity was 
tnfculated, and the loans to government fo low* 
wed the credit of the ftate, that in 1790 the dif- 
count againft the paper currency was near ao 
yer cent. 
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CHAP. z. 



Admlralty.-t-E-xpedltiori to Cronftadt/— The faai^urs and dockt* 
««^RuiBaii navy .i^vOii Raiiia.«i««Ge9et^ obiervations on the Rufr 
ikn army. 



r 



nPHE Admiralty *, wbich ftancjs on the foutlj 
-*- bank of the Neva; oppofite the fortrefs of 
Peterfburgh, was built by Peter the Great, and 
is a large brick building, furrounded. with a ram-* 
part and ditch: it is thegi^eat receptacle for 
ihip^' ftores, and contains magazines of cordage, 
fails, mails, anchors, which are fent to Cron* 
fladt for tiie equipaiei^t of the fleeL A large 
area, between tlie front of the building and the 
Neva, is appropriated for the conllruftion of 
veffels : when I was at Peterfburgh, five men of 
war and two frigates were upon the frocks t . >^ 

Cronftadt, the principal ftation of ihe Ruffian 
navy, is fituated on the ifland Retufari;, in the 

r 

* I an\ informed that the Admiralty is intended to be removed 
to Cronftadt. 

t The men of war ^hich are framed in this dock are, in thwr 
paiTage to Cronftadt, lifted over the bar by means of camels: theie 
machines were originally invented, by the celebrated De Witt, for 
the {mrpofe «f conveying large veflels from Amfterdam dver thq 
pampus; and were introduced into Ruflia by Peter the Great, who 
0{}tained a model of them in Holbad. 

Gulf 
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Gulf of Finland, and was founded by Peter the 
Great, as being provided with the fafeft harbour 
in thefe parts, and forming a ftrong bulwark for 
the defence of the new metropolis. The only 
paiTage by which lliips of burdea c^n approacl;} 
Peter&urgh, lies on the fouthiide of Retufaxi^ 
through a narrow channel ; commanded on one 
fide by Cronftadt, and on the other by Crojiflot 
told the citadel. ' ' ' . - 

Cronftot, which (lands on a fm^ll fandy 4fland> 
is A circular wooden bailding, fiirrounded with 
fortifications of wood, and isgarriforied with an 
liiiridred men. The citadel is another fmall 
wooden' forlrefs, raifed alfo upon an adjacent 
land-bank, and capable of holding about thirty 
foldiers : all large veffels muft pafs between Cron- 
ff^t and thefe two fortrefles, expofed to the 
fire* of the oppofite'biitteries; for t^ie other parts 
of the gulf «are only • from one to eleven feet ia 
d^pth. Thefe fortificatlbns were, at the time of 
theif conftruftion,' efteeined places of confider- 
iible ftrerigth; but now derive their confequencc 
more from pad importance, than from any re- 
fiftance they could make againft the attack of ^ 
powerful fleet. 

f he ifland Retufari is a long flip of land^ or 
rath^- fand ; through the midft of which runs z^ 
tido-e^of orranitc;' It is 9.0 miles from Peterfr 
burgh by water, ' four from the fliore of Ingria, 

nine 
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nine from the coaft of Carelia, and ten miles in 
circumference. It was overfpread with firs and 
pines when Peter conquered it from the Swedes,' 
but now contains 30,000 inhabitants, inchiding 
12,000 failors aiid a garrifonof 1,500 meii. The 
rfiand affords a fmall quantity of pafture, pro- 
duces vegetables, and a few fruits, fuch as apples, 
currants, goofeberries, and llrawberries, which 
thrive in this northern climate, 

Cronftadt is built' upon the fouth-eaftem ex- 
tremity of the ifland, and defended towards the 
fea by wooden piers * projedling into the water, 
and towards the land by ramparts and baftions. 
It is a draggling place, and occupies, like ail 
the Ruffian towns, a larger fpace of ground than 
the number of habitations feems to require: the 
houfes are moftly of wood, excepting a few 
fronting the harbour, which are of brick ftuc- , 
coed white ; among thefe are the imperial hof- ^ 
pital for failors, the barracks, and the marine 
academy, which contained, in 1778, three hun- 
dred and feventy cadets, who are maintained, 
and taught at the expence of the crown r they 
are admitted at the age of five, and remain, until 
feventeen. They learn accounts, mathematics^ 
drawing, fortification, arid navigation, and have 

• In i784Cronibdt was fortifying with ftone piers. The dK- 

^jite was 7,000,009 wublcit ^ 

• * 

mafters 
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viafiers in the French, German, Engliih, and 
Swedifli languages. They are trained to naval 
ta6iics> and make an annual cruize as far as 
Revel. • 

Cronftadt has a haven appropriated to Ihips of 
war, and another to merchant veflels. The men 
of war's haven contained twenty Ihips < of the 
line, and nine frigates, which were difmafted, 
with their guns and tacklp on fliore. The Eze^ 
kiel of 80 gunS) efteeftied the fined fliip in the 
navy, was built under the ixifpe6lion of admiral 
Knowles, and carries 800 men, 

Clofe to the haven for merchant ihips is a 
canal and feveral dry docks, begun in 1719, for 
the purpofe of refitting the men of war ; this 
nfeful work was negle^ed under the fucceflbrs 
of Peter, and not completed until the reign of 
Elizabeth: it has been ftill further improved by 
Catharine, and is now applied for building 
as well ai^ careening fliips of the line. . At the 
extremity of thefe docks is a great refervoir, 
5€8 feet in length, containing wata- fufficient 
to fupply all the docks, which is pumped out 
by means of a fire engine, the diameter of 
whofe cylinder is fix. feet. The length of this 
work, from the beginning of the canal, to the 

^ end of the laft dock, is 4,S2i feet Tne fides of 
the docks are faced with ftone, and the bottom 

' paved with granite; they are 40 feet deep, 1 05 
ft broad. 
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broad, and capable of containing nine meh oS 
war on the flocks. ' 

Nothing can convey ^. higher idea, of th« 
Vaft and perfevering genius of Peter the Great, 
than the fituation in which he found the Ruffian 
navy, and the ftate in which he left it. Though 
in the beginning of his reign he did not poflels> 
a man of war, yet in the courfe of a few years 
he equipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line^ 
which rode miftrefs of the Baltic. Under hia 
fucceflbrs the Ruffian navy was greatly neg* 
leded, and was in fo bad a condition at the 
acceffionof Catharine, that (he almoft equalled 
her giieat predecelTor in the creation of a new 
jBeet: flie invited Englifh captains and fliip:^ 
builders into Ruffia, particularly admii-al Knowles, 
who was remarkable for his fkjll in naval ar- 
chitefture. Under her aufpices Europe lately 
beheld with aftonifhment the Ruffian flag dif-^ 
played in the Archipelago, and the Turkilh. 
fleet annihilated at Tchefme by a fquadron from 
the North *. 

Ruffia produces every article neceffitry for the 
conftruftion and equipment of fhips, which are 
built chiefly at Cronfl:adt, Peter(burgh, and 
Archangel : thofe conftru6ted at Cronftadt and 

* Since the acquiiltion of Qrim Tartary, and the other ccMiqueRs 
from Turkey^ ihips are aow built at Kerfon and in th^ harboursvof 
^^wida* 

at 
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at Pcterlburgh are made with oak ; thofe from 
Archangel with larch- wood. For the fupply of 
the dock-^yards at Peterfburgh and Cronftadt^ 
the oak is fent from the province of Cafan ; tha 
Ukraine and tlie government of Mofcow fupply 
the hemp; the mafts are procured from the vaft 
tra6is of foreft between Novogorod and the 
Gulf of Finland, or furniflied by the province^ 
difinembered from Poland. Pitch and tar are 
obtained from Wiburgh. Manufado^ies of 
cordage and failrclotha are eftabliflied in dif^ 
ferent parts of the empire; and the^ magazines 
of Peterfburgh and Archangel are always plen- 
tifully ftored with large quantities of both thofe 
articles. 
The navy of Ruffia, in the ports * of the 

Baltic 

- • As X could not obtain an exa£t account of the Ruffian fhipa 
in the Black Sea» I have choien to be iilent on that head; I (hall 
only obferve, that feveral men of war and frigate* were building 
at St. Demetri, Taurof, and Kherfon. According to Mr. Tooke, in 
1796 the Ruffian fleet at Sebaflapol, the principal harbour of Tauri^ 
&i»or Crim Tartary, confiiled of 1 1 (hips of the line, and 8 frigates* 
View of the Ruffian Empire, Book 6. fefl, 2. The reader will find 
in the Voyage de deux Francois, &c. Vol. IV. ch. 11. lift? of the 
Ruffian fleet in 1 779, 1786, and 1 79 1 . The number of the firft dif- 
fers little from tliat which I have given, and which is infeited in the 
appendix. In 1786 the fhips of the line amounted to 41, and 26 
frigates. In 1791 the whole navy, including fhips on the flocks, 
amounted to 8 of 110 guns, 22 of 74, and 20 of 66 j 27 frigates, 4 
bombvefTelsy 2prames, 17 cutters^and ffirefhips, befides gallies» 
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Baltic and Archangel, confifted, in 1778, of 38 
fliips of the line, 15 frigates, 4 prames, and 109 
gallies *. 

Of this number about 28 fliips of the linq 
and ten frigates, including thofe built with 
larch-wood, were fit for immediate fervice. In 
cafe, however, of neceffity or danger, Ruffia 
producing, all the neceflary materials, her navy 
might foon be confiderably.increafed, of which 
I have given a remarkable inftance on a former 
occafionf. But though Ruffia, fince the be- 
ginning of this century, has made furprifingex* 
ertions in the marine, and rapidly becbme more 
powerful at fea than the neighbouring kingdoms 
in the North ; yet, in naval affairs, flie muft be 
confidered ftill in her infancy, being principally 
indebted to the Engliih, as well for the conftruc- 
tion of her fliips^ as for manoeuvring and dif- 
ciplining her fleet. Many circumftances indeed 
concur in retarding the progrefs of her maritime 
ftrength: 1. The want of ports in the Ocean; 
fi. The fmall extent of her fea-coaft, and that 
obftrufted by ice; 3. A deficiency of experi- 
enced feamen. » 

# 

smd nmnerous vefTels of war, principally intended for hiaking de* 
fcents. Of Uiefe, however, not more than 30 (hips of the line could 
be confidered as fit for immediate fervice* 

• Set a lift of the Ruffian navy in the Appendix* 

t See Vol. II. Book 4. chap. 5. 

YQL. III. V !• It 
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1 . It is obvious that Ruflia does not poffefs a 
finglc port on the Ocean^ excepting that of 
Archangel, which is of no ufe but in a com- 
mercial light ; as well on account of its great 
diftance from the other European feas, as be- 
caufe the navigation round the North Cape of . 
Lapland, (Ttuated in the 72d degree of latitude, 

is only open in the^iidft of fummer- 

2. It has been juftly remjirkcd, that few 
nations have attained a great height of naval • 
power, which did not poflefs a confiderable tra6l 
of fea-coaft; and Ruflia, excepting the late ac-^ 
quifitions on the Black Sea, the defolate fhores^ 
round Archangel and of the Frozen Ocean, and 
the inhofpitabic regions, of Kamtchatka, can 
boaft ao greater portion of maritime country 
than what lies between Wiburgh and Riga * ; a 
mere point for fo large an empire, and rendered[ 
kfs valuable by bordering on tlie Gulf of Fin- 
land and the Baltic; inland feas without tides^ 
when compared wjth the Ocean fcarcely fupe- 
rior to lakes, and inacceffible f fdi at Icaft five 
months in the year. 

3. The third caufe is a deficiency of cxperi- 






* The acquifition of Courland has £nce added a fmaM trad): of 
maritime coaft. 

f The ports in the Baltic being frozen dnrin* that period,, nor 
veiTels can taketLeir departure before April or May, and muft re- 
turn at latcft in 06tober*^ 

itaicedl 
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cnced * feamen. Government, indeed, retains 
ill its pay about ia,000 failors, moft of whom 
have never ferved : a few in time of peace make 
annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far 
as the Engl ifli Channel; others are employed in 
the fummer feafon in navigating the veffels 
laden with merchandize 4rom Gronftadt to Pe- 
terfburgh. But fuch nurferies as thefe are by 
no means filfficient; nor can the deficiency be 
fupplied, in cafe of am immediate war, from pri- 
vate veflels; for JRuffia has fcarcely any mer* 
chant-fliipg, which is chiefly owing to the ftate 
of vaffalage, and the ftri6l laws that prevent the 
natives from quitting their, country ^without a 
licence. A merchant who fits out a trading 
;veflel, muft firft apply to the admiralty, for per- 
miflion to take on board a certain number of 
natives; leave being obtained, thepaffes for each 
failor are brought and lodged in the admiralty; 
.and fecurity, at the rate of ;f .30 f}er man, is 
given for theii" return. Thus, without altering 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, and in- 
novating on the long-eftabliflied fy ftem of vafla- 
lage, ah adequate number of experienced fail- 
ors cannot be raifed to man a large fleet on fud- 



• In the navil expedition againft the Turks, it was a remark 
made by feveial of our officers, that the diftance from St. Peterf- 
bui]gii to the Archipelago was a fortunate circumftanc^ as thq 
KttiHans acquired cxperitncc during the yoyags* 

V ft den 
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den emergencies. In A ^vord, no kingdom, 
without diftant colonies, confiderabld flfheties, 
and an exteniive iea-»coaft, to familiarize the in- 
habitants to the dangers of the Ocean, is likely 
to acquire fuch a marine as to become formi- 
, dable to the great naval powei^ of Europe. 

The navy of Ruiliay however, with all thefe 
difadvanltages^ is fufficient to pfoteft her coafts, to 
convoy her merchantmen, to make her refpeft- 
able in the Baltic, or, in cafe of a Turkifli war, 
to fend a fleet into the Archipelago. It is her 
advantage to maintain a good correfporidence 
with the great maritime powers, whom fhe fup- 
plies with naval ftores; and who are,, on that ac- 
count, equally interefted to refped and cultivate 
her friendfhip. The frontiers of her immenfe 
' dominions border on Sweden, Poland, Turkey, 
Perfia, and China * ; and the fecurity of her 
•empire depends more on her army than her navy. 

The Ruffian armv is divided into regular and 
, irregular troops. 

The regulars, confifting chiefly of infantty, in- 
clude all thofe who wear unifonns, and are train- 
ed to European difcipline. The Ruffians are 
excellent foldiers; brave, fteady, obedient, pa- 
tient of fatigue and hardihip, and fcarcely ever 
guilty of defertion. 

^ * since the final difmemberment of Pobuid, on the Aiiib-ian and 
Prufllian dominions. 

:.. I .. . With 



/WitKrefpe6l to the iiTegulai* troops,, fome 6f 
whom arc ftill iirmed 1^'ifh boM^s and arrows, 
and confift; entirely of hoife, their number is 
tery confiderable, and can fcarcely be afcer- 
tained. Of this body, the corps- of Coflacs, 
who are efteemed the mod excellent, and who 
bear the greateft refemblance to regular troops; 

. are thus defcribed iji . the journal of CpIopeL 
Floyd, ' 

■* The Coflacs are in geneml perfons of low 
ftature; they wear fmall whifkers, . and fliavet 
their heads, excepting the crown, upon which 

) they leave a fmall circle of hair. Their drefs is 
a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and lai^ge 
pantaloons, boots or half-boots, without fpure; 
and a whip hanging from the right wrift. Their, 
arms are a lance about twelve feet in length, a 
brace of piftols flung, on the left fide, a car- ' 
tridge-box on the right, and a fmall fcymitar 
without any guai'd,. or even crofs-bar. Their' 
horfes are ponies, ftrong and aftive, but not 
fleet. The accoutrements are a kind of huflar- 
faddle, a fmall fnaffle with large eyes and no 
horns, to the njpar eye of which is faftened a 
thong, that is alfo tied to the fiddle* and which 
occafionaily ferves for a halter. They ride fliort 
and full-footed, raife themfelves on their fiir^ 
mpsj bend their bodies with great a6tivity, and. 
tjirow themfelves into difl^erent attitvides. T^iey, 

V 3 never 
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never puih their horfes on full fpeed in a firaight 
line; bi\t in galloping turn them in various di-- 
reftions, defcribing in their progrefs a ferpentine 
line, and wheeling continually to the right and 
left. When not in a&ion, they carry their lance 
flung on the foot; when engaged, they prefent 
it againft the enemy by holding it almofi in the 
middle/ and counterpoifing it under the arm; 
and, from conftant praftice, direft it againfl an 
objeft with great dexterity. In retreating, they 
reft the lance upon their ihoulder as a defence 

^ againil blows, ajad occaiionally <^pofe the point 
to a purfuing enemy. 

" Thefe Coffacs, on account of their ;averlion 
to regular difcipline, are not trained to attack in 
fquadron ; • but aft only a& ikirmifliers, and are 
* iaid to be extremely adroit in their defultory 
evolutions: they are ufually let loofe upon a 
flying enemy, , when they do ^reat execution. 
They excel as patrols, and are remarkable for 

" their vigilance on out-pofts, and their knowledge 
■jpf the country. The fagacity which they de- 
rive from habit and praftice is 'in fome particu- 
lars aftonifliing: by examining a trafl; lately 
traverfed by the enemy in the moft tumultuary 
manner, they can difcover, with tolerable ex- 
a6lnefs, the number of horfes that have paffed 

« 

over it, and how many of them were led. Some. 

of them can defcry, if any movement is taking, 

8 place 
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place among a corps of troops, far beybnd the 
reach of ufual obfei-vation ; others, by apply* 
tng their ears to the ground, can diftinguifli the 
buz of men, or the clattering of horfes' feet, at 
a coniiderable diftance. They can take the 
field every day without intemiiffion, and are in- 
defatigable in haraffing tiic enemy; they are 
contented M^ith a fcanty fubfiftence, and do 
not reqiiire any forage to be carried for their 
horfes. 

*' There aire eight regiments of thefe Coflacs: 
€ach regiment confifts of five fquadrons, ami 
each fquadron of a hundred men, befide officers. 
There are alfo fix other regiments of horfe, called 
regular, pikemen, fimilar in their arms and ac- 
coutrements to the Coflacs, and diftinguiflied 
from them only by a trifling difference of drefs.'' 

Computed Force of tte Ruffian Army in 1785. 

Guards, horfe and foot - - - - - 10,000 
Regular cavalry - .• - - - - - 69,465 
Regular field infantry and artillery - 255, 134 
Garrifon battalions ------ 49,000 

Artillery ditto -- 5,500 

-. 

Total - 369,099 
Irregulars not included. 

u 4 Such 
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Such was the date of the Ruflian anny iipoii 
paper; but the real number always falls fliort of 
this lift. For it is prrbable that the effeftive 
troops on the peace efiablifliinent fcarcely ex^ 
ceed £00,000; and the RuiliaDs have feldom 
brouglit into the field more than 100,000 effec*^ 
tivemen*. 



* In canfequokce of the territoriil aoqniiitioii^ the amy has 
been (ince incieaiiedi according to Mr. Tooke*s accoant» its nomi- 
nal force amonnta to 6cxMX30 men, including imgiilan, of whoni 
he confiden 50P1OOO as efiedive. View of the Ruffian empin^ 
V<^. n. p. 251, 2d edition. 
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« 

ilife and progrefs of the Englifli trade with Ruflia. — Commerce 4af 
the Britifli Faftory of St. Peterfburgh.— •■Exports and impOi^ 

THE commercial intercourfe between Ruflhi 
and the northern parts of Germany was 
begun and carried on by the Hanfeatic towns, 
which, in 1276, eilabliihed ta6tories.at Novogo- 
rod and Plefcof*, and for a confiderable period 
entirely engroffed the trade of this empire. 

The accidental dilboveW of Archangel, m 
1553, transferred a great part of this lucrative 
commerce to the Engliili. On the i ith of May, 
three fhips failed from Deptford, to explore the 
North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh 
Wiljoughby. Two of thefe veffels penetrated as 
high as the 7 fid degree of latitude, to the coaft 
of Spitzbergen ; and being afterwards forced by 
ftrefs of weather into the bay of the river Arzina 
in Ruffian Lapland, both crews were frozen to 
death. 

' Richard Chancellor, who commanded the 
other Ihip, called the Bonaventure, difcovering 

^ The merchants of Hamburgh and Lubec, and of the other 
Hanieatic towns, in carrying on this traffic, ufuaily failed to Revel 
pr Narva, and from thence paiTed through Dorpt to Plefcof and 
IfovogoRKL S. R. G. V. p. 418 i and Buf« Hift. Mag. X. 291. 

the 
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the country bordering on the White Seai landed 
near the mouth of the Dvina, in a bay, which 
he denominated the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a 
convent, near the prefent port of ArchangeL 
, Information of his arrival being difpatched to 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. the tzar fummoned him to 
Mofcow, difiinguiihed him with many marjcs of 
J^indnefs and attention, received in the. mod fa- 
vourable manner a letter from Edward VI, ♦, 
and permitted the Englifh to open a commerce 
with Ruflia. On Chancellor's return, a Ruffian 
company was eftabliflied by queen Mary, and in 
1555 he again repaired to Mofcow, accompanied 
by feveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, 
to whom the tzar granted " a free liberty t of 
trading to apy part of his dominions^ without 
paying duties either of export or import, of ex- 
ercifeing all kind of merchandizes iahis empires 
and dominions, freely and quietly, without any 
reflraint, impeachment, price, exa6iioB, cuftome, 
toll, impofition, or fubfidie." 

The correfpondcnce between Elizabeth and 
Ivan, has been already mentioned \ ; and it is 
no wonder that the monarch who obtained the 
promife of an afylum in England, if depofed by 

♦ Hackluyt, vol. I. p. 253, 

t lb. p. a65» 266^ dated Mofcow, 70609 the iecond month of 
f ^rtnzy. 

I See V6U H. Book 3. Chap. 5« 

hit 
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hts fubje6is, fhduld confer additional immunities, 
on the new company, Thefe privileges, renewed 
on different occafions, amounted to monopoly ; 
*' Ivan forbidding all other perfons but the mem- 
bers of the faid company, and all other nations 
but the EngEihylb carry on any traffic to any of 
^hc Borthern coafts of Ruilia ^. '* 

During the reign of Ivan, the Englifli compa- 
ny fettled colonies in different parts of the em- 
pire; one at Kolmogori, where they even obtained 
grants of idnd, erefted warehoufes, and formed a 
rope*-walk ; others at Novogorod and Vologda. 
Tfieir chief eilablifhment was at Mofcow, where 
the tzar built for their refidence a large brick 
edifice, called the embaflador's houfe. The prin- 
cipal merchandize which the firft Englifh fhips 
exported from Ruflia, were furs and fkins, mads, 
flax, hemp) covdage, tallow, train-oil, tar, pitch, 
and leather t- Their imports were chiefly cloths 
of all forts, cottons, and tin. 

Another uiiexpe6ted advantage was derived 
from diis connexion with Ruffia. Ivan Vaffi- 
lievitch, having conquered the Tartars of Cafau 
and Aflracan, Extended his dominions as far as 
the Cafpian Sea, and eilabliflied a communica- 
tion with the Perfians and Bucharians ;{;. Ani* 

• Hackluyt, p. 462. 

f Hackluyt, VoL I. p. 298— 306. 

I Riii&m DifcoYcricii t$xt IIL Chap. L 

mated 



^00 TRAVELS IK RUSSIA. B. §• 

mated M'ith the hc^es of gain, the Engliih fac- 
tory obtained a patent for an exclufive trade 
vith Perfiaand Bucharia; and feveml merchants 
pafled through Mofcow to the pQUntries beyond 
the Cafpian* 

At the death of Ivan, the Engliih loft their 
gieat fupport ; and, on the acceffion of Feodor, 
the cofifiimation of. their immunities was for 
£mie time ref ufed : this ref ufal was owing ta 
the impatknee of Sir Jeroipe Bowes^ the Engltfli 
cmbaiTador, who, by his fupercilious deportment 
offended the Kuifian nobility, and occafioned a 
iprocation of the patent. In 158€, Jerome Hor-* 
fcy, the EngUih agent at Mofcow, obtained 
the re-eft|tbUihment of feveral immunities ; and^ 
Vk 1588, Gile3 Fletcher*, concluded, through 
the iatereft of Boris Godunqf, a treaty of league 
and amity b^tw^eq Elizabetl^ and Feodor, the 
fecond article pf which contained, ^< A confir- 
mation and re-eftablijhlnent of the former pri vi-^ 
fcges of the companie of our Englifli merchaiits, 
which were infringed and annulled in the prin- 
cipal points, with divers neceflary iadditions to 
^he fame, for the better ordering ojf their trade 
in thofe countvys hereafter f^'^ 

^ Fletcher, whp went this cmbafly, and has publifhed a curious 
Account of RurTia, was fellow of King's College, Carat)ridge. 
t Hackluyt, Vol. I. p. 473. 

At 
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At length the grant of exclufive trade fecms'to 
have been finally revokedby Boris Godunof, whci 
extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which 
had been hitherto peculiar to the Englifli, and 
reinftated the Hanfeatic towns in thek ancient 
traffic to N o vogorod and Plefcof *. Still however, 
theprivileges which remained to the faftory werie 
confiderable, confifting in a commerce free of 
duty to any p^t of the Hliffian dominions* 

At the revolution which placed Demetriuf 
upon the throne, the Englifh, fa6tory conceived 
a ftrong hope of recovering its patent of exclu- 
five trqjde. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good 

cfFe6ls of his favourable intentions, and the civil 

calamities whicii, fubfequent to his affaffination; 

defolated Ruffia, almoft annihilated the Englifh 

commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated 

by the eleftion of Michael, Sir James Merricke;, 

embaflador from James I. to the court of Mof- 

cow, obtained from the new tzar a frefh patent 

in favour of the company ; which allowed them, 

as before, a free trade, without paying duties or 

cufl:oms, to Archangel, and from thence to Kol- 

mogori, Novogorod, Mofcow, and other parts 

of his dominions t« 

This 

• S. R. G. v. p. IJ9, 

f As long as there was no town at the mouth of the Dvma, the 
i^r^bundizc was fcnt to Kohnogpri, and from thence into the in- 

- tenor 
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This beneficial cooimerce was, in 1648, fud- 
denly annihilated by Alexfey Michaelovitch, who 
faaniilied the Englifti merchants from his do- 
minions. ITie caufe of this expulfion is general- 
ly imputed to the refentment conceived by the 
tzar againil the Englifli, for the execution of 
Charles I. *, with whom he was clofely conneft- 

terior parts of RulHa. Some time in the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, 
the firft foundations of the caiUe of Archangel were laid : it took 
its nsme from a monaftery built in honour of the Arcbamggl MichaeL 
This fpot foon increafed to a town, and became the great ftaple of 
the £ngli(h trade. S|ee S. R. O. VII. p. 470. 

• In the midft of the Khitaigorod at Moicow, there is an an- 
cicnt gateway, wliich forms the entrance into the printing-office of 
the Holy Synodi it is of curious workmanihip, ornamented with 
f gures of the lion and uiycom grotefquely carved in wood. Thefc 
being the fupporU^s of the Jlloyal arms of England, authors hsivt 
conjectured that this gateway was the entrance to the hotel:» con* 
ftrufted by order of Ivan Vaffilievitch, for the refidence of the 
Englilh embaflador, and that the tzar AlexJy was fo offended at the 
execution of Charles, that tc converted it into a printing-office. 
It is probable, indeed,, from the figures of the lion and unicorn, 
that this gateway had fome reference to the Englilh, although it 
was not the embaffador's hotel, that being fituated near the church 
of 5t. Maximum, in another part of tlie Khitaigorod j but it evi- 
dently appears, from an infcription oyer the gateway, that this 
building was not converted into a printing-office on account of 
the executioi^ of Charles. The infcHption denotes, that Michael 
Feodorovitch, and his fon Alcx^y, caufed thefe apartments and 
this gate to be c^nftrufted in the printing-houfe, June 39th, 7 15 V 
or, according to our asra, 1(545 j ^ P^^in proof that the eftablifli- 
Aicnt of the printing-houfe was prior, by at leaft three years, to 
the execution of Charles, and could have no reference to that 
event* / 

ed 
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tA by leagues of amity and alliance ; but m 
cffe6l he aboliihed the company's privil^es the 
year before that event. His indignation agaihft 
the Englifh was only a political pretext; the 
real motive being derived from the offers of the 
the Dutch to pay duties of export and import, 
to the amount of 1 5 per cent, if they were in*^ 
dulged with the liberty of carrying on as free a 
trade as the EngUfli, For not long afterwards^ 
the tzar fuffered William Prideaux^ CromweFs 
agent, to refide at Archangel, and permitted the 
Englifh to renew their commerce in that port on 
the fame footing with other foreigners *• It ap- 
pears alfo, from Milton's and Thurloe's State 
Papers, that the tzar not only received feveral 
letters from Cromwel, and returned anfwers; 
butj at the proteftor's requeft, even agreed to 
admit his embaffador at Mofcow, In confe- 
quence of*this permiffion, Richard Bradfhaw, 
CromweFs tefident at Hamburgh, proceeded in 
his way to Molcow, as far as Rf ittau, where he 
was honourably entertained by the duke of 
Courland ; from wbich town feveral difpatches 
paffed between Bradiliaw and the RuffiaB chan-* 
cellor, with refpeft to the fuperfcription of the 
proteclor's letter to the tzar, which did not con* 
fer on that monarch all the titles he required. 



• Thurloc, Vol II. p, 558— 561* 



this 
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This feems to have been merely a pretext, a» 
Bradfliaw affcrts, to prolong the time; and in 
cffeft he foon afterwards returned to Hamburgh 
without having accomplillied his intended em- 
baffy *. Cromwel, however, gained a great point 
in opening the commerce of Archangd to the 
Englifh ; and although Alexfey could not be in- 
duced to grant a free trade into the interior parts 
of his dominions ; yet this exclufion was not 
peculiar to the Englifli ; for he equally prohibit- 
ed all foreign traffic, except at Archangel f* 

Soon after the Reftoratipn, Charles 11. defi- 
rous of obtaining a renewal of the compo^ny's 
privileges, difpatched the earl of Carlifle to Mof- 
cow, who was ordered to reprefent, that " thefe 
very privileges were the bafis and foundation on 
which the amity of the two crowns of England 
and Mufcovy were fupeiftruflied." The embafly 
failed of fuccefs : the failure was imputed to the 
haughty deportment of the embaffador, who ex- 
preifed difguft at the bad accommodations ia 
Ruffia, did not pay fufficient court to the miniftera 
and favourites of the tzar, tendered repeated re- 
monftrances in a manner totally repugnant'to 
the Ruffian cuftom, and, under a falfe notion of 
maintaining the dignity of his fovereign, objeft- 

• Sec Milton's Works, p. 1657. Thurloe, Vol. III. p, 258, and 
VI. 40S. 432. 439. 
t Thurloe, Vol. II. p. 598* 

ed 
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ed to the Ruffian ceremonial. It is much to be 
queftioned, however, if the earl of Cadifle had 
aded a lefs impolitic part, whether the Ruffian 
court would have renewed the charter of the 
company in its full extent, particularly the exr 
emption from duties of export and import ; fince 
the Dutch readily paid the cuftoms. The earl of 
Carlifle could only obtain a permiffion that the 
Engliih Ihould trade freely into the Ruffian do- 
minions, but remain fubjeft to the duties of ex* 
port and import. From that period ^ the Britiih 
commerce has fulFered no interruption *. 

Archangel continued the fole port for the ex- 
ports and imports of Ruffia, until the building of 
St Peterlburgh, when Peter the Great removed 
the commerce of the White Sea to the havens of 
the Baltic f . -The Britiih merchants^ who were 
highly favoured by that monarch, fettled in the 
new metropolis, which fuddenly became the prin- 
cipal mart for the Ruffian trade. The privileges 

* Except the (hort interval under Paul. 

f In 1752, Elizabetti again reftored the ancient immunities of 
Archangel ^ and its prefbnt trade is not inconiiderable. The port 
iupplies the government of Archangel, and part of thofe of Niihnei- 
Kovogorod and Cafan, with European com^ioditiesy and draws in 
exchange from thbie parts com, flax, hemp, coarie linen^ cordage, 
fails, mafts, tallow, which are mofUy conveyed by the Dvina: it 
forms alfo a principal communication with the northern and 
weftem parts of Siberia, £rom whence furs, (kins, and iron ars 
procured. 

yOL. III. X of 
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of the Biitiih factory eftablilhed in Ruifia are 
' confirmed by a folemrf treaty of commerce and 
navigation^ concluded it^ 1734 between George 
II. and the emprefs Anne ; and fmce renewed, 
between his prefent Majefty and Catharine II *♦ 

The whole trade of St. Peterflburgb in exports a^d imports for 
1777, with the Englifh and other nations, was, 

•Balance in favour of RuiTui - ^oofioo 
The Brhifh ihaoe in this trade is 

I H i I I II I I 1^ 

-'Gain. -. . - - 1*084483914 

Confequentfy, the trade with all other nations (the RufTiau Tub* 
jefts included) is 

: Lofs. - - - ^4»^39 H . 

Fromhesceit is evident RuiTia gains annually by her trade wiUi 
the Britilh fubjedts about - - jC*I»oS4,8j9 14 

And that ihc lofes by her ferade with all other > ^^jQia i^ 
naoons . - - - - S ^4»«>39 ^4r 

Remainsannually a clear gain of about - 8p(yxx> a 

But ihould the contraband traiSc (in which the value of .the 
imports fiM; e;i«eeds that pf ^the exports, and in which the Britiih 
;havo little pr no concern) be included, it will coafideraUy diminiOL 
the balai^ce of i^hefe commercial piK>fits> as juH fitted. 

According .tq this fhitement« li^If t-1^ ^rade of St. PeterA^ui^h is in 
the hands of the English i but ^ theju; exports and imports in 4777 

• • . • -• ' 

• The reader will find the firft treaty of 1734 in Rouflet's Sup- 

j)leroent to Dumont's Corps piplomatique, vol. III. p»495) and 

the laft, of 1766, in a Collection of Treaties between Great Britain 

9nd other Powers, vol. II. p. 309—327. 

f See BhtUh Exports and Imports, Appendix^ No. 2* 

exceeded 
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exceeded thofe of the preceding or fubfequent years, this eftirnatc 
may be confidcred as too highly rated: we may fairly however al- 
low, upon the moft moderate computation, that a third of this com- 
merce is carried on by ottr fa£^ory. 

The average number of merchant ihips, which annually arrive 
from England at the port of Cronftadt» with goods laden for St. 
Peter(burgh, may be coUefted from the following table : 



Years. 


Ships. 


Years. 


Ships. 


»753 


- 14? 


1758 


- 161 


»7S4 


- 236 


1759 
1760 


«- 206 


»755. 


- 100 


- 137 


1756 


- 186 


1761 


- 130 


>757 


- 129 


1762 


- 153. 1 



Years, 

1763 

1763 
1769 
1770 



Ships. Years. Ships. 



149 

200 

237 
322 

306 



1773 - 3»9- 

1774 - 318 

1776 - 320 

1777 - 366 

1778 - 252. 



The general fbte of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 1778 was^. 
In exports - - ^.2,042,097 8 
Imports - - * 1,318,428 16 

3,360,5*26 4 

In 1799, the e^^ports from St. Peterfburgh amounted to 
38,169,925 roubles; the "imports 19,^90,779. / 

In 1778 the following number of Yeffcl^ arrived at Cr<;n- 
ftadt: 



Engliih 
PreBcH* 

Spar*!!. 
Ruffian 
Portuguefe 
Swedifli 



252. 
I 

' 6 
12 

2 
47 



Dutch 

Daniih 

Pruflian 

Lubeck 

Roftock 

Dantzick 



147 

It 

38 

29 

2 



Hamburgh 

Strallund 

Bremen 



V 



Tot^. 



3 
^7, 



Kefide the metropolis, %\^ Euffian trade in thp 
Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, Narva, an^ 
W^burgti. From Riga t a confiderable quan- 
tity of cprn i$ es^ported by the Englifli, Swedeji, 
and Dutch, vhAch is fent down the Duna fronj 

• The French exports and . imports are, in time of war, moflly 
conveyed in iJutch bottoms, which is thereafon why; in 1778, but 
one frtncit veffel arrived at TCrCaiftadt, aUtboug^ tbck e^tpprt; ap^ 
iinports for that year amounted to ,C*448>753* 

f See the account ©rRiga in the 2d volume. 

x ft the 
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tlie provinces of Plefcof, Smolenfko, and No- 
vogorod : mafts are alfo fliipped from the fame ' 
port The other exports from this, and the 
above-mentioned maritime towns, are fimilar to 
thofe of St. Peterfturgh. 

Additions to the Account of the Englifh 
Commerce- — Auguft, iso'i. 

By the kind communication of a friend well 
verfed in the Ruffian commerce, I am enabled 
to fubjoin a ftatement of the mode in which the 
Britiih trade is principally conduced. 

To enter into all the details of the Ruffian com* 
mef ce> from the growth of the raw article in the 
interior provinces to its arrival at the port for 
expoitation, would require a diftinfit, and, in- 
deed, a voluminous treatife. But a few obfer- 
vations may give a general idea of an intereft- 
ing part of the fubje6l, namely, the manner in 
Vhich tjie commerce is conducted between 
Great Britain and Ruffia. 

The particular privileges attached to the 
guilds^ into which the Ruffian merchants arc 
enrolled, appropriate to them the interior com- 
merce of the country. 

A foreigner who imports goods into Ruffia, 
inuil fell tlmn to Ruffians^ only, and at the port 
where they arrive, none but natives being al- 

^ V lowed 



^ 
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lowed to fend merehandize into the interior of 
the empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, 
fettled in Rulfia, and having connections with 
natives, do .carry on a trade with the interior ; 
but it is contrary to law, and the goods are 
liable to feizure. 

The late emprefs, probably with a view to in- 
duce foreigners to weave their interefts more 
clofely with Ruffia, by engaging their capital in 
every department of commerce, propofed cer- 
tain advantages to thole foreigners who would 
infcribe themfelves in guilds, and put them- 
felves on the fatne footing with her own fubjefts. 
The advantages were, under a commercial point 
of view, very confiderable. They greatly di- 
minifhed the heavy duties on feveral articles * 
and permiffion was granted to trade into the 
• countr}'', that is, to carry imported articles to 
the bell market^ and to purchafe the native 
produfts either by themfelves or agents. Not- 
withftanding, however, the probability of being 
underfold by foreigpers, and even by fonie 
few of their own country mpn, a large majority 
of the Britilh merchants ref^fed to* refign, or 
even to rifk that characler and independence 
which they had fo long and honourably fuf- 

• Foreign merchants were obliged to pay thefe duties in foreign 
coin, inftead6f RufHan bank notes, or copper money, which made 
a difference of 25 or 30 per cent. 

X 3 taincd 
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tained as Britifli fubjefts, protefted by Ruffian 
laws. 

If their delcrmination did honour to* their 
firmnefs, the event proved (what could not be 
forefeen) that it even promoted their intereft. 
The Ruflians foon perceived, that if foreigners, 
with all their intelligence and large capitals at 
command, could, like tjiemfelves, penetrate the 
country, the principal emoluments would pafs 
into other hands, and they counteracted the atr 
tempt? of the new fpeculators. Even when the 
privilege was granted to Brirtfh fubjefts, by the 
Treaty of Commei ce concluded by his majefty's 
kte minifter at the court of St. Peterlbutgh, it 
was impoffible to derive any folid advantage from 
it ; i^or, although the right of fending goods into 
the interior was no longer difputed ; yet, by the 
i*6vival of corporation laws, till that time con^ 
fidered as obfolete, it was found that goods be- 
longing to foreigners in paffing through differ- 
ent towns would be fubjeft to fuch heavy duties, 
that the Ruflians were able eonfiderably to un^ 
derfell the Britifh merchants who ensfasred iu 

.00, 5 

thefe adventures. 

The Ruflians; therefore, as connefted with 

Britifh commerce, form two diftinft clafTes, firfl, 

-the grower of the raw articles, as hemp, flax, 

&c. or the proprietor of tliem, as of tallow, 

brifiles, &c. Thefe are, generally fpeaking, thq 

pwner^ 
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owners of the foil and of the peafant$ where the 
articles are produced, ' \ ■ - 

Tlie manufafturens of linens, failcloth, &c. 
purchafc the yarn of the peafants, who grow tlie 
flax, and make the yarn; it is thenjnanufaftured 
into ravenducks, fleitis, and drillings, entirely 
in their own fabrics, and thefe articles are felr 
dom, if ever, fold on contraQ:, previous to their 
arrival ^at St. Peterlburgh. Tlie Ruffia linens 
(known in this country by the name of flaxen 
linens, crafli, and diaper) are made entirely by 
the peafants; and for this article the Ruffian 
merchant is in a manner only the faftor, as he 
buys them ready made, and carries them to 
St. Peterfl)urgh for fale. In the manufa^iure 
of their fail-cloth, the fame circumftance oc- 
curs. 

The fecond clafs of Ruffian merchants are^ 
more properly fpeaking, fa6fcors; thefe alone 
make the contrads with the Britifli merchant at 
the ports of Ruffia, and while moft of them 
poifefs neither capital nor goods, they derive 
large profits from their commercial tranfafiions., 

From the month of November, till the fliip,- 
ping feafpn in May, the Ruffians, who trade in 
hemp, flax, tallow, briftles, wax, oil, hides, iron, 
and many other articles, (except manufadures 
and linens) either come themfelves to St. Pe-» 

K 4 terfljurgh, 
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teriburgh, or employ agents to fell their goods 
to foreigners, to be delivered according to 
agreement, in May, June, July, or Auguft, The 
payments are made according to the circum- 
fiances of the fellers and buyers; and fome* 
times the buyer pays the whole amount, in 
the winter months, for the goods' which arc 
to be delivered in the fummer or autumn; at 
others, he pays a. part on concluding the contract; 
and the remainder on delivery of the goods^ 
The manufa6lurers and dealers in linens ufually . 
come to St. PeterfUurgh in M^rch, and fell their 
goods for ready money* ^ 

The foreign goods were formerly almofi en- 
tirely fold on twelve months credit^ and fome on 
a ftill longer term ; but lately, feveral articles, 
fuch as cofFeef and fugar, are fold at St. Peterf** 
burgh for ready money; ftill, however, the in- 
terior is fupplied with foreign goods on credit, 
and moft of the woollen trade- in St. Peterf- 
burgh is carried on by ajlqwing the Ruffians 
a long credit with the'goods. Many, I might 
almoft fay all the Ruffians, who"^ buy goods on 
credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the in- 
terior, have no other conneftions or trade with 
St. Peterfburgh, than merely coming there once or 
twice a year to purchafe goods on credit, which 
Jiaying accompliflied, they fet off with the 

goods. 



t 
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goods, and the foreigner neither fees nor hears of 
them again till the bills become due. By the 
laws of Ruflia, none but merchants infcribed in 
the guilds ar^ allowed to trade; and in cafe any 
perfon not infcribed (that is, a peafant) cbn^ 
trafts a debt for more than five roubles, he can^ 
not be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that . 
fum. Notwithftanding this law, a great many 
peafants do trade, and actually purchafe goods of 
foreigners on long credit. ^ ^ 

It may not be improper here to notice the 
fallacious, though fpecious ftatement of the au- 
thor of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St. 
Peteriburgh refpe6ling the trade between Great 
Britain and Ruffia, He fays, the Engliih take 
away leather, and bring flioes; take grain, an4 
return beer; and fend fhips laden with hardware 
in exchange for iron, timber, &c. In the firft ^ 
plafce, it may be remarked, neither ihoes, beer, 
nor hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has 
any timber been received from Ruffia' for a con- 
fiderable time^ 

The author has carefully kept in the back 
ground an effential point which proves the mu- 
tual interefts of Great Britain and Ruffia to be 
infeparable. It would, in the prefent ftate of 
things, fubjeft Ruffia to great inconvenience, 
ivere ihe merely to carry on/ as the above-men- 

tjoned 
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tioned author propofes, an immediate exchange, 
of produce. Before this produce can be brought 
to the ports of Ruffia, a very confiderable capi- 
tal is required; and by the advance of this ca- 
pital, not by the exchange of manufa6hires 
againft raw articles, Great Britain renders her 
trade reciprocally beneficial to Ruflia. 

It will be evident that to condu^ an extenfive 
commerce on this fyftem, requires confiderable 
intelligence, an intimate acquaintance with, and 
unlimited confidence in the native merchants. 
-Nothing can refleft more honour on the Ruffians, 
as a commercial people^ than that the Britifh 
merchants are in confiant habits of intruding to 
them the immenfe fums employed in the trade 
with that countiy, without any ftcurity beyond 
a perfonal knowledge. 

The trade has thus been condufled for up- 
wards of three centuries ; and if the favourable 
difpofition, and the charafter of Alexander did 
not preclude reflexion on paft tranf^ions, 
the intc^TUption which has lately taken place, 
rfiid the temporary fufpenfion of confidence 
could never be too deeply lamented. So many 
comforts have been derived from a refidence 
in the metropolis of St. Peterfburgh, that not 
only Enghili capital has been employed in the 
commerce, but the poffeflbrs of that capital 

have 



u^* 



e. S. COMMEftdE OP THE El^CiLlSH, Sl5 

have themfelves direfted its ,enipJoyment; fo 
that, excepting in one or two inftanccs, the 
commerce with Great Britain is not conduced 
through the medium of mere agents, as formerly ; 
but the Englifli merchant refident in St. Pe- 
terfbnrgh has the fole and indepeijdjent cbm- 
ttiand of the capital which he embarks in com* 
tntrce. 

Another circumftance connefted with the 
Britilh trade is toQ curioas to be pafled in 
iilence. Every mercantile houfe in St Peterf- 
burgh employs certain men, called, in the l^a* 
guage of the country, Artelfchicks, whd are 
the counting-houfe men, and employed by 
jevery merchant to collea payment on bills, to 
receive money, as well as in many inftances 
to pay it in very confiderable fums. This is 
an important pait of their truft. There beino- 
no bankers in Ruffia, every mercantile houfe 
keeps its own cafli ; and as the payments between 
tnerchants, and for bills of exchange, are made 
entirely in bank notes of no higher value tfiau 
five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred 
roubles, moft of them in fo tattered a ftate, as to 
require feveral hours to count 6ver a fum of two 
or three thoufand pounds ; this bufinefs is per- 
formed by artelfchicks, and very few inftances 
have occurred of lofs by their inattention, either 
in mifcounting the notes, in taking falfe notes. 



or. 
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or, where they are much torii, in receivuxg parts 
of different bank notes* 

Thefe artelfchicks are alfo employed to fu- 
perintend the loading and unloading the dif- 
ferent cargoes; they receive the moft valuable 
into the warehoufe, wherf th^y are left folely 
under their care; and in thefe warehoufes not 
merely merchandife, but often large .quantities 
of dollars are depofited. Thefe Ruffians are 
moftly natives of Archangel and the adjacent 
governments, of the loweft clafs^ are often flaves, 
generally of the crown; and the only fecurity of 
the merchant arife^ in fome degree from the na- 
tural reludiance of the Ruffian to betray con- 
fidence repofed in him; but in a muph greater 
from the nature of their aflbciation, which is 
called an Artel. 

An Artel confifts of a certain number of la- 
bourers, who voluntarily become refponfible, as a 
body, for the honefty of each individual. The 
feparate earnings of each man are put into the 
common ftock, a monthly allowance .is made 
for hh fupport, and at the end of the year the 
furplus is equally divided. The number varies 
in different affociations from 50 to lOO; and fo 
advantageous is it confidered to belong to one of 
thefe focieties, that 500, and even lOOQ roubles 
^re paid for admiffion. Thefe /focieties are not 
]t>ound by any law of the empire, or even writ- 
ten 
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ten agreement ; nor does the merchant refiraiu 
them under any legal obligation ; yet there has 
been no inftance of -^heir obje^ing to any juft 
claim, or of proteHing an individual whofe con- 
du^ had brought a demand on the fociety. 
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CHAP. 4- 

Hifc, pVogrcfs, and tcrrriinatlon of the EnglKh'trade on the Cafpian 
Sea. — Commerce of the Ruffians in the fame quarter.— Defcrip- 
tion of the principal ports*— Exports and import?. — Average 
value of the trade.*— Commerce with the Buchanans and Cfii- 
nefe. 

« . • ■ 

TN the 14th century, the Venetians and. Ge- 
-^ noefe drew, by means of the Cafpian, through 
Aftracan to their fettlemenfs at Azof * and Caffa, 
the Indian, Perfian, and Arabian merchandize, 
with which they furniflied the fouth of Europe. 
The northern part of this continent was fup- 
phed Ukewife, through Aftracan, with Afiatic 
goods, by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga 
on the Volkof, who fent them to their principal 
ftorehoufe at Wifby, a Hanfeatic town in the Hie 
of Gothland. The devaftation occafioned by the 
wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the 1 4th cen- 
tury, turned this. trade from Aftracan to Smyrna . 
and Aleppo. The commerce of Arabia, more 

commodious* for thofe ports, iiever returned to 

'I ' " ■ 

/ 

• See Guldenftaedt's treatife Von den Hafen am Cafpifchen 
Meere, in Journ. St. Pet. for 1777, 

The Indian goods were brought, for the moft part, through Per- 
fia, acrofs the Caspian to Aftracan, from thence up the Volga, then 
by land to the Don, and down that river to Azof. 

Aftracan ; 



y 
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the country of the Turkoman Tartars to Boghl- 
ra, capital' of Great Bucharia, and returned to 

/ 

♦ Terki was fituated near the river Terek, upon the Weftern 

flioreoftheCafpiaa: no traces ofit remain, as Uie fite i* covered 
ky the fea, 

Alofcow 
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Mofcpwthe following year. In 166 1^ he again 
failed over the Cafpian, and, proceeding to the 
coaft of Shirvan, went by land to Cafbin, the 
reiidence of the fophy, from whom he obtained 
a penniflion of trading into Perfia. Several 
merchants followed his example. The laft ex- 
pedition was made, in 1597, by Chriftopher 
Burroughs ; wliofe fliip being, on its return, iliat- 
tered by the ice in the mouth of the Volga, he 
and his crew efcaped with difficulty, and arrived 
at Aftracan after many dangers *. During thefe 
expeditions the traffic was chiefly coitfined to the 
ports of Tumen, Derbent, Baku, and the coaft 
of Ghilan. 

The difafters which attended the voyage of 
Burroughs, the banditti frequenting the ihores 
of the Cafpian, and the Wars between the 
Turks and Perfians, obftrufted the infant com- 
merce ; and during above a century and a half 
no Engliih veffel appeared upon this fea. At 
length, in 1741, the Britifli merchants of St 
Peterlhurgh, at the perfuafion of captain Elton, 
an Engliihman in the Ruffian fervice, renewed 
the commerce, and eflablifhed a faftory at Reihd 
in the province of Ghilan. Some difputes unfor- 
tunately arifing, as well between the Englifh 
themfelves, as between the Ruffians and £,lton, 

♦ Hackluyt, p. 524—430. S. R. G. VIII. 4a6-*4]F3. 

he 
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i^ emerediinto the fervke of Nadir Shah, and 
aififtcdhi tonrti^6))ing:ibrib0hrefl&laori^^ 
piaik ^ : ' /This krnrt^mtancef ^sn^e um^tag^ to the 
court bfiSti F^ijara^;jnqlfilizaM«h^*in 174'6; 
withdIVoKr: 'her f>eiMifilDTi;:k> tithe.: Eng^Uh in^ri^ 

Cal|iiaii: ! comitaef oe. : \0& the deatli of Naidlr 
Shah in ] 747, who, m con^tcpoiehif&bf Clllofi's'in* 
fliieiicc^ had p^miited ^th^ .Engfifli itqvttad^ tQ 
Pe];fi% t&eir fh£tary nvtsui . pitlaged-by ^JOA&Kff' the 
pretendera to tte ti^rane^ aiul llidr'^coiiijberMi 
annihilated* .. .•• •' ^■ -'.J.'.^ ':?.:*•. .i 

' The Ruflians pUriued /with |)ei4(iVGfance the 
track .opened by our fherchanti, att4 under 
Alexiy Mtchae Witch, Aftracao^^lbecaine the 
centre of the PonStan r^ trad^ ; to ^hich place 
merchahts from Biuthai^iu Crim Tartary, Ar- 
menia, Perfia, and erea India, refbfted^ Tlie 
vefleUctfthe Ruffians bbing rudeli^ framed, with- 
out decka^ loid of courfe expdfed to confiant 
Aipwreckst) the tzak*, drew froin A«wfterdaih fc-' 
veral ihip-bailders,;fbi' ithe purpofe of>conftfti6l- 
ing vefiela morie caicidated to weather 'the fiollna 
of this fea ; but thefadefigns beihgiiuftMted by 

• SMlUilway't Britiik taiic by«:(JieCafpiaii Saa^iti lii| TrtrcU, 
Vols. I. aad 11.$ and Chap, xxxiii. in the fetond volume of Cooke> 
TiaveUtUroi^liieRttffitn Empire taPeriia. BcAthfftaftcotinfs, 
hpvr^vercoQtradidory to.each6t^ery fuffiicienttljr proVe tiM unfbrttt*^ ' 
nate mirunderftan4ings which had arlfen between the Sngliih «th« 
eftgaged m this trade. ' 

f S. R. G. VII. p. 49^ 

VOL. III. T the. 
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the rebdBon: of the C^Biioiof tlie Doti^wider 
^te&lcQ Razki *» timtntdc of:Biiffia was amnlii* 
tiled by tfedr derafiatkn*... On the ^uelUiig 
fii the ievMt, and yamfkaatit of tiMr. leader^ 
the\gieater ^>arti>f Ae-QonHnerce fell iBto thr 
handtt of the: ArmeBiaii me n c ha rta efiahliihed in 
Aflraca^ vha fettled fitfSories both mthe fin& 
mil and Ferfi^ temtones f. 
.. Duripgthi^;ii'h(^pdticid.ibeRttffiaxia3idAr<' 
«ie&i«rtndefs:pni6trate4 no -further tfoin Nie^^ 
mbM,. « port .letveei). I^«iteul and Baku ; and 
their chief fettlement was at Shamakee, cukitai 
%f j^lurvut ^S^. 1 7 1 1> vrh«B that town: wts takes 
by the JU%ee?bi a&)l the ft^ry deftieyed. . 

In \^^^i^1^l9 Q<mix6£TQk VM again rerivedi 
Peter hw?i&g lojircbierf'an aiaoyinto Perfo, orer- 
ran the prc(vibee» of Dagpeftu; Shirvan, Ghilan^ 
and Ma&«dei;an,.OQthe)£ailam and .Soutfierff 
coai^df the Cafp&an, «nd.obtaiii^ilitit<ce£Bott 
by a formal trtaty . Sooft aftetAvards, faeefiU^Oved 
a Ruffijui Qon{>any trading io |be Cafpiaa ; but 
the wh^lecapital confifttd orfly of 40(> (tua^ of 
i|ie^alue'f)f : jCi so each. .The drief fettfement* 
\ver6fonned:'atAftracah'itid:'Kiflat. 

'iTic ppffeflfion of tbefe diflant jwvinces ptor- 

* •■ -'. , ... 

* BttTdiii^, IK. Jo-8g, For an accpunt 6f Stehlm Rafo, leo 
SchTOidl, RiiC Q«£ Vol. II. p. ^u Motle/jiiiftoiy o(f atfaaiiift» 
VoL 1. p. ^jy. 

t S. R. G. VU. p. 505. 



ing expenfive, ai¥l of little a^vaatage^ Anw 
reftared the^n to the fo^y ^ c^ conditiaai that 
the Ruffian merchaM^ iliould enjoy liberty^ of , 
trada t6 ail the havens, of the Cafpiaa witb- 
«iut paying duty, ihould he allonred to build 
hoafes and magatines^ and not.be ftibje^ to 
the laws of the country t» The privileges of 
this company were confirmed by Anne w[^d Eli* 
feabeth ; but the commerce was inconfiderable 
uia^tH the reign of Catbarme 11^ who^ in 1 762, 
aboUiI>ed this e^clufive right, and pet^nitted 
a:ll her fubje6is tO trade with Pedia; prohi^^ 
biting, on account of the numerous banditti 
who infeft the road^ the inland traffic from Kif^ 
}ar, jind the otheir GaQ>iaa pc^ to Shaxnajcee; 
Two EulTian confuls refide at Baku and Einsel* 
lee J» Thefe regulations, however, cannot pre* 
vent the contraband trade which is carried on al 
^laniftkee, and the other inland towns of Perfia> 
by tbe' Armenian merchants; who, fromthw 
Icnowledge of the co^mtry and language, under^ 
fell the Ruffians. 

Aih^P^n^ fituated On an iilaxid in a branch of 
the Volga, is the great ftaple of the Cafpiaa 
commerce ; and, by means of that river, is rea* 
dily fupplied with European merchandise from 
the ports of the Baltic §. Although Ailracan 

• S. R» G. I. p. 154, Sec, t Guldenftaedt. 

I Guldenftaedt, p. 248, § Han way, p. 14I. 

Y 2 \> 
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ifi .ohly m the 47th degree of latitude^' yet the 
told is cktreioely itftcBfe hi' , winter ; arid^fortwo 
'imoitthff tiie Voiga-is generally frozen^fo bird iiir 
-to bepaflcd-otcrby heavjr'^l«dfeit fledges ^.' Large 
titu^ls of fonrfl 'im tUe baiffck of that river^ in the 
-pToi^nceof Ckfan,bfmii{fh'fQiificient oak and 
timberlbr.the cohftraftioitcrfveflHs for the Caf- 
•planifea. •-.'• - «. * • - • ' '> '-.'' '' < - . 

' The Cafpian is 680 miles in leilgth, from Gu- 
riefito Medihetirir, ind in *n6' part more than 
9©o'in':lfV^adth. : It hasfno tide; and, on ac- 
count of fhdils, is navigable' only by ^velfeis 
drawing fr()rfi 9 to 10 • feet water ; it has ftrong 
currents/ and, like 'all inland feas, is fubjeft 
to. violent ftoimst, ^vhich the Rnffian veffels, 
wretchedly coiiftruded, Weather with difficulty: 
the waters arfe brackifli* Hie Ur^lian Coffacs 
enjoy the'right of Miing on the coaft 47 miles 
on eAehiide of tlie river Ural; and the inhabi- 
tants of Aftracan poffefe th^ ekclufi ve privilege 
on the remaining fJioies-bi^loriging to Iluflia. 
The roe of fturgeons and beluga fuppjy large 
quantities' of caviare; and tlifcfilh, which are 
ehiefly falted and dried, forni a confidemble aN 
tide of conflimption in 1 he Ruffian empire. Tlie 
Cafpian abounds with fea-dogs, which are hunt* 
,ed and 'caught in great numbers ^» 

^ Gmeljn> Vol. II. p. 84. t > Hanway, Vol. I. p.. 393. 

' J Jour. St. Pet. p. 253 ; S. R. G. VII. p. 525. For a lift of th* 
filh ill the Cafpian, fee Gmelip, Vol. II. p. 246. 

Tlie 
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: :The ports :6f thfe^ Gs^n may.fcfjivldcd: into 
RiifTmn, Perfian, andTaitlin' • v^.. *:; n :v i /> 
-:. fPheVi I&iitiaii ports) f iiml< trading places :are, 
-l.G^fii€\ «i-Kiflar. -li'^' n- •>.; ■•':. )r ji -..ly, 
. I ' : t; * <]r u^f, -fitdated ori ithei mcchthr of /thelYi^ik 
*r Utalj Jneiar A ba^> dFrthe fJafyiM^l/is ,a. TmaH 
but ftrongf 'foxtreft, f vbit?h gcraK^sjiAiG: fix^nlienB 
of thb RiiiTiari empire to%val-cUi; Jlie Intffcory tif 
4be'lCirghees Tarlak'd;> > ThBqilaccflOTilUixia;fciarccir 
iy: a b'tmditd houSeS' ; i aird^I extepb rt]if! .^arhifois^ 
has no inliabitapts bixiz^ifeyf dierc^i^mb ;d»jil 
-Aftra^can, who tride with' ibrTMfighfiOB^^rig Tar- 
tars "^e 2. The fortreffs of^Kiilax Stands neanthe 
Eafterncoaft, and covers the.fi*DntiflB^>toiBfards^ 
the limits, of .P^rfia. . Vcffels fbcmeiiyteiiteTed 
the fcuthem branch ofi the Tenfklr ihoA to the 
mouths of that river arc now choked up, the 
mcpc|iandize is landed i» ia firall b^uA% the dtf- 
t«fi€e of *4^ mile«:'''-Kift«r dnghvs fr(3ilipAfh:acaTf , 
tue'European coiftiiioMres nec^elTaryTof J;lic Fer-^ 
fian tra^c, together witJajCpr»^B4^ pri^yifioa.^^^ 
the Rufliin celoniesonthe'Tepeki *and for the 
iife'is^hhouring diffri^ft oY^'^feimt Caijtcdfus. ^^Be- 
fide tlie gpods.which ax,e,^4J^fpofed;6f at ,'Kiflar, 
aiid fent tathe Perfmtt ports, ,the- inhabita»U 
carry on'a contrart>^nd'^1rade to'Shaniakeef,*^I>tr-^ 
bent, and eyenTiflis in. (^eo^atpa/viifc^^^ 

-"•1 • . . •>!. 

\ 
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eeedfn^fy : |inianoiis from tte: bumerous %fsat^ 
ditti who pillage the cai^v^D^; ... 
, Bcforfe 1 :cnuiocralc .the principal Pferiinn ha- 
vcDS, it would be neceflary to aCqsaillt tb€ Tea- 
:der:'to . inrh^wi. ibdong the |>Myin0ea cif Skirran, 
iOhilaji, MiiikhdeHm^ . land . Aihai)td,irin M^hitii 
iQOuntiJ^'tille'tyaits rdforted to by the {tififfiaab 
we Situated ^But^theunfeitled. ftate of Perfia^ 
and^tlte civil wars whiiili coBtinueilo lirtrafs that 
divided empiiiCf Tended. it dii&cult to.afdeitai* 
thiipofnt*. In getieraL thofe provinbcfi sore go«- 
verned bp<thahr ownikhans, who, though tribur 
taryto thfe£>phy,Tei^<^^h^^felvd&ocoaiiotiall]^ 
' i]idep€itdonfc;axkdtas they are contioually at 
ti'arowith aaoh dther,' their govemmeirts aTe the 

feat of ftlmofti perpetual hoftSity, liapioe^ amd det 

(It 

prd^lted A^n^fts to fi) j^ietvyiosuit tbrof^ j (Uidj« lef^ tkcm^wo 
yesun tigjtit TpvcraigA* ^4 reign«4t b^ depofed^ or aflkifi^ted } 
i«hen Keriin Khan, one of Nadir*s generals, fubdued tdllus rivals* 
akid nude hi^elE rtaftcr of alf F^Mar. ' W ttigntd tkkty years, and 
ftcc4 his refleicnee in isis (lyenii^if i|y pf ^rau^. On bis doatbi 
in IT79» Pezfti wat^-x^a expo^dto aU the horrac$ of adlfputed 
fuccefSon, and divided between the two pnncipal competitors* 
Alcau KfJiOftted Khan* aTerftan-of high difl1n(5H<m, whow^^caf- 
tiatsd in h^ infiacf by order>of Nadir Shah,'atK| wb>, ii)^e>«^ 
fioflcAd great «tfii^n^litt^.iaifnt^ fwas^ in lySS^.maftec of 
Maianderan and Ghilan, as well as the cities of Ifpahan and Tkuris. 
Jaafar fchan, ncpTicirclf JCerfm'Kh^nj^'was at t!urt period fovwdgn 
of ShirauZf the capitat^and of tjie Southern province6.-i—Franklin!8 
T«ur from Bengal toBtrfi^p. 778^^ i. 

vaftatiom 
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vaHhdtioci. ^|eitovbik, the tr^t^jilMirtflicsi ot 
dimiuifhfiif in prbpoitton ais the 'f^dii^jeis pf tlur 
foyei:eigns ai^ mareiar kik frcqu^ot anid.^xoKbv^ 

tj3ASt. • " ' ' • . ' • » • 

The Pierfian hawns are, j, I^tqit; :S;.Nief 
zabad ; is. Baki* ;: . 4. Eifiz/elleQ j -^.,. :F:|r8b^ ; ^ 
Medfhetifar; . 7. Aftraib^d* i c: , v .. : 

' I. Deiberit i& the worft.p ort in Jbbe jCafpiaQ; 
if it cau be called a part, wh^rtf^vle^b.uan felt 
doixi approach the flu>re, on ax^ooUnt of faxidl^ 
and ihoals, but are .generally. obMgf d tb ancbor 
at the diilance of three i)uatteri.ol&.($nHe; fVcm 
this circumftance, joined to tlifc ciucwtiidferabj* 
degree of dommetcci it is Httb t fifoquentedr 
• Derbent, in thepnrince of Simv^ny is.g. Per*' 
flan fortref$, fucmimied by :bigh Ibrkk vtHlki 
the inbafoitant^ are chiefly Perfiaos, .Tairtaxs, and 
a few Armenians. Twk^ xn* . three; Eui&tp j0iip9 
are annuaUy boundifdr /Derbeat ; thiy Hf e ui^ia^jy 
laden with oats mnd a^e, and'canry ifon, ft«ft|| 
and lead for the iic^ees and .other ^Tartar nar 
tions^ <irho inhabittfae JSafiem chain of the iCati^ 
cafus, 'llhe neighbqtirbood producesfum^^rsk 
butnot fttfi&cient for.ihe confiimption of th^ 
place. «. Niefoinaia Priftan, or Niezabad, wa^ 
fortoeriy the>port^^^oft frequented by the Ruf* 
fians, 5Lnd chiefly vifited by the merchants of 
Shamakee, who fupplied the province of Shir- 
van wrth European cconimoditie*. ;Near the 

y 4 harbour 



harbbiir ate fewal wretcheiiVifBages. :3. Baku 
it edeemed ihe mbft- ootiitnodiqim: haven^ aa 
vdfek may feourely anchor in foren fathoms wa- 
ter; but the number of ihoals, iflands, 'and 
fand-b^nkd, render ' the entratiree ei^tremely dif- 
ficult and: daogepous^ particulariy to the Ruf- 
fians, who are not ex'peii Jailors. Baku is a 
fortiipfi Turrounded it^ith high brick walls: the 
in&abitatita, tifke thofe trf De^bent,' am Perfians, 
Tatthrs,^atid afe^r Armenian merchants^./ The 
prnicfipal' articles of exportatitm are uaphta^ smd 
rock iklt, of h^tti which thei-6 are mines on the 
eaft fide 4tf the bay. Thciahabitants adtiyetc 
ikffron atid; the: odtton^ree, but iw>t to. any .con- 
fiderabte advamiag'e^ The rtrarfejof Baku, though ' 
more valaiable' -than that of Dicrrbent, . is ftiU in- 
©Otifideraible, . and chiefly: . carried on with Sha- 
inakee, fronii whence it draws raw (ilk and filkfcn 
fluffs. A Ruiiian conful iik .r^Tident at this 
place ** Before we quit the provitice of Shirvan, 
it may nci be impcoper jto^iiiention its capital, 
the' inkuid toitsniof ' Shaiiiaktfte,) M^hich h ' oniy 66 
IDtles from fiaku, and fiipplieSs tliat. pdrt-with 
raw filkiand filken.»ftttjBfe.; Shamakee owed iu 
commerqal. importance to the filk which is' 
cultivated in. the neighboring diibi^ft, ,«;and 
liill preferves the: town from ruin, though the 

f Gmc2to»^foL III; p. 59»59Cf .©jild^nftasdt!, 
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traffic is greatly reduced by* llie exorbitant ex* 
a^ioni of the khan of Kuha; it was alfo crowded 
withTurkifli and Gredc mercltatits ; but atpTe- 
fent contains only a few ArniLeni^m and In* 
tiian traders. The inhabitants tnanufaSiire filk 
and cotton fto£&, far infirior to thofe niade:id 
the begiOTiing of the century. The filkofthis 
province is exported intcf the intd'ior part of 
Periik, Turkey, Georgia, ahdRuiha. Shamakee 
dill fi^plies part of Georgia^ and the inhabit 
tants of the Eaftern chaiiiiiiFiMdunt Caiicafos; 
with European commodities, ' ; principally by 
xneans of the traffic witbfBaiku; '- mudi tiie'eontra-* 
band trade, with the ! Arinienians and Ruffians ^; 
4. £inzelle^ though aiwftstihed-viiiagej .is the 
knofl freqi^nted for theBeriiaii ophnnerce: xfor^ 
merly vefiels ehta*ed through 'the clj^anneiiiito 
a bay; but this . bay . bed ag! diaked ikp, are 
obliged to lie at anchor in the!rtetd. Einzeliee 
is frtuatedon the fouth«»tve;iki*n:b6ai)!| a fe^i^^les 
north of Reflid, capital of. the . province of 
Ghilan: it confifts of Old attd>NeW EmaosUee:^ 
Itb'e former inhabited . by/ the . Peafiatis and Ari 
menians, under the jurifdiSiidn of the fophy, 
the latter, by the Ruffian mcf chants, arid thtrite 
Armenians who are fubjeft to Ruffia. A gar- 
Vifon of thirty foldiers is ftatibhed under the 

■ . /. 

• Gmdii), vol. III. p. 60, 8cc. 
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fian and Armeitmnic^0aareh> ftn^ d^dij^tl^QfO bonlbi; 
moftly f(»'n»edM!vath>(KeiEi. i Tiie jdfiile lahlyiof 
tht Pc^ian and tJBuropean ctoimQditiitais :cs^r 
Ik&dto fate at <£ibitislifie.;. th^ great iniairt iier 
ing ;Bt Re&d, itlime the : fiuffi&m haxie erefted 
booths^ to which place a oonflttx 'of: inerchaiita 
from . Taufis, and tlift principal cdti^ of f ediSi 
Armenia, and .even Xurkey, risfprtf in Dqder to 
piicdnfe the raw jfills :and inantifa6i:ui}e&. of lisbir 
lasL Hence ihe.Bufltans difpxtfe of their £urDf^ 
pean. iComniod^tifK itb .xoodideraible advantage, 
and obtain in atm^ tlie produaibns i>f this rtcfa 
p)'0¥ifiCc. Themaaufa^res *indrfiik df Ohi- 
Ian, fifleemed the beftv in Perfi^ }f&vB been in 
fttdh :iqiutefor thefe iail £fty y eais^ tl)at Re&d 
i&'be<tQiiie (me of ficft xdminerdial towns in this 
part of A&L The :£ueft fort ia ufudly wJnte, 
and chieQy ient into theinterior cities .of Pafiia, 
arifioldto the Turks ^ the inferior kindis yd* 
low, askd priincipalltf difpoied of to the £uffian& 
9%eie is fueh ^ cofiilant demand for the filk of 
Ghitan f^ that the price rties every year. R^bd 
fupplie$ the bo^denng^poymces of fcHia, and 
the' indq)e;E^dent neigfabduring ilate^ as far as 

~ ^ Se^rin Gmefin, tpL IU. p. 415, a lift of the man^fafturw of 
philart. ' *' 

t For an account of the filk of Ghilan, ftre Gmcjin* vol. III. 
f . 41^. Ha«LVi^y, vol, II. p. 16, a R. G. VII. p. 515. ^ 

: ' Georgia^ 
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<i€orgia, with^ Europeaa merchatidizey except 
4iie goods '^bich are tfanfported immedia^tely 
ham Afiracan, through Kiflftr and Moftok, to 
the neareft parts of Greorgia, and of the neighs 
i)oa}ruig mountains; and thofe fent from Sha^ 
fnakee, to the Lefgees Tartars, and other inde- 
^ehdent trihes ''^ . 5. Farabat^ and 6^ Medfheti'- 
idH^ are iituated oh the fimthem coafl;, in the pfo* 
jvirice' of Mafanderan ; they jirc both ftaan. vil- 
lages, of which MecHlictifiu- is nioft commer^ 
eial, from ita viomity to Balfrufch, capitall of 
the prcmikce, where the Ruffians and Anzneniaxis 
convey thdr merchandize : the traffic, hoOTSver^ 
is niudh'lefe confiderable than formerly, a <;irw 
««t^^riot64D^ittg to the impofitions of the khan 
of ^afaiid^rair. The chief prodii&ions of 4Ms 
boiintry 9re iilk, far inferior to: that of Ghilati^ 
rice and cotton, of which articles there i| 4 
large exportation* Merchnnts from Kaika^ 
Ifpahan,' Schirafs, and Ehorafan, refort to BaU 
frufch, aiid brijig for f^e the Perfi^^n and'Indiau 
commodities f . ?• The bay of 'Aftrabad, wliere 
the Ruffians' land and proceed to the capital. 
The produdions of this province, and its exports 
ftnxl imports, are nearly fimilar to thofe of J\fa^ 
fanderan. The commerce of Aitrabad is chiefly 
tUth Candahar/ 

^ Gmelin, vol. IIL p. 414, f Gmelm, vol, ill. p. 459. 

The 
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: The Tartar havens •are, i. The Bay of BaV 
kan; fL Mangaflilak, both of whicK hut paiv 
ticularly . . the lattbr, * afford a fecare harbour. 
!• The RufTians frequent the iflands iathe bay 
4>fBalkau;. inhabited thiefly by pirates of the. 
race of • Turkoii\an Tartars: tliefe ilTands pro^ 
duce rice and cotton, and one. of them, called 
Napfafhonia, abounds in naphtlia. The traffic 
itiiglit bie increafed to the advantagfe of Ruffia ; 
as it would be far Hiore comniodious 'to trade 
with the Tartars . o£ ,Khi va and I^charia from 
tbe&'faTts, than from. Oreoburgb^ through the 
couiitoy.'of the warlike and independent Kirg^ 
hees. ». The commerce of ManguihUk is nioft 
conilderable: the neighbouring Tartars bring to 
this pfciee the produ6iions of their QM'ift .^Oitntfy, 
and eveii hf Buchoria, fuoh ai cotton, yarn^ and 
iluffsy fiirs and Ikins/and rhubarb f;. 

.' Hche pnncipal comnKtdl^s ^tpOrted fiiom Aihacak. tD tbe porti 
pf .tl|e Cs^ppoTea^ are ck>tbsy,4^efl]r Ri\gliih, Dyfc))^ Fren^^ and 
SileHan^yVitrioly foap, allum, fugar» Ruflian leather, needlfs, and 
cotton ftufTs, cOarfe linen ixianufadlurcd in Ruffia; velvets, glaft- 
vavB and tookiAg-fglafTes, writing pa^r, a f«w ilirs and fkins, a 
fsiaU quaptk^^ p^.tea, provifiQas, phie^ pQrn apd , b^ttin^ wine, 
brandy, wooden furniture, fea-horfe teeth i alfo iron, brafs, tin» 
lead, hardware, watches, &c.'&c. In 1775, the value of the cloths 
exported Amounted to ^'. 53,600 j the cochineal to' ^^ 4.^,600 j and 
th^ i!»4igQ ta ^.7,000. Imports: Raw and pa^ilufa6||]^red &jiiS^ 
but chiefly the former, from the provinces of Sliirvan and phil^i 
which article, in 1775, amounted to >C.43,8o6i Bucharian lamb- 
(Lins, rice, dried fruit, fpices and drugs, coffee, wine, laffron, fait, 

♦ Guldenfta^dt, p. 265—267. 
', . ! ' . fulphttf. 
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fulphur, and naphtha* The Indians and merchants of Khiva bring 
ocaUionally to Afbucan sold and iilver In bars, gold-duA^ preci|pus 
ftbneSy and pearls. 

The trade of the Cafpian fea had confiderably 

aeclined before the acceffion.of the.lateemprefs: 

by the abolition of monopolies, and by other 

' ufeful regulations* it lias lately increafed to fucli 

a degree, that within the fpace of fifteen years 

» • • * 

the average fum«of the exports and imports, has 

been nearly tripled : 

~ - ■ • 

Total exports 
■ . ' ' «n<i importi. 

Balance againft Ruflia - 6,oco 



•7^'UmEs«: ^•8?sr-c-'5..4oo 



Balance in CivoaF of Ruflla 24.0^)0 



•r 



*775> {imports 64,120$ ** *^5?«> 



V I 1^ I I 

Balance in favour of Ruflla 61.280 

Traffic with Georgia and the natives of , ' • 

Caucafus . " . ^ * " " £• i<^09^, 

■■ ■ .— 

Total in 477S . • • - * iC'«i^»5»0. 



tf J ' .J -.• 



«^ 



r ^ 



JXhe conttaband tnule is not included in this calculation *. 

J . . . . 

* The reader who ivifhes to trace the rifcy progrefsj and pcefent 
ftate of the «onunerce oa the Cafpian fea, mufi conililt andcompare 
Iiacklujrt*s Colledioo of Voyages, vol, I. p. 324 to 431 4 ^an» 
'way*s Britifli Trade of the Cafpiam Sea^ Cooke's Travels $ S. K. G. 
VIL «03-^546i Omelin*s Reife, vol. III.; and Guldenftaedts 
3Veati£b mentioned above. ^ 

Conimcrce 



iS4 



TftAV'EZift tit Hitiiitkt 



U.6i 



Cofumeree with the Buchanans Und Chintfe. .- 

Ij'nder the coihmerce with the Buchaiians * 1 

. comprize that with the Calmucs, and other Tartaf 

nations beyond the fVoutieps of Siberia j becaul^ 

it is of fuch little importance as fcarcely to de^ 

ferve a feparate article. 

The BacharianS) who inhabit the Ibuth-wefterii 
part of Independent Tartary, are a commel-cial 
' people ; their caravans travel through the whole 
continent of Afia f , and traffic with Ruflia, 
Thibet, China, India, and Perfia, . Ruflia con-* 
taios feveral colonies of Buchaiians, who arcJ 
fettled in many lajrge to^^ls of the fouthern pro- 
vinces^ and maintain a conftant communication 
ffiXh tlie merchants of their own counti^y. Their 
principal marts are Tomflv, Eia^ and Oren* 
burgh, which is the moft coiifiderable, and chiefly 
trades with Ka{kar^' Taflikent/ and Khi^J* 
Their caravans are expofed to pillage from the 
Kirghees Tartars, through whofe country they 

^e obliged to pafs. Their imports are gold and 

• • • • * 

filver, chiefly in Perfian coins and Indian rupees^ 



♦ Haritig before mentioned the commerce tilth the Bucha- 
fiahs upon the KaRem coafts of the Caft>ian, it is needlefs to entef 
upon any further detail of it in this place. 

t S. K. Gr. VII. p. 7, ' 

.{ Rytlkof Oc^nb. Top^ vol. I.p. 263. 

d gold-' 



goU^'dniit*^ |)rccieilft ftohe^ prirtacukiiy rubin, 
lapis haa^ ^im and cawkJoltoii^ cotton fbif& iti 
.gmafe almi^axice, bcidi indiaoii tad BvKctismvm, 
Sbalf^k^ unprepared nitie^ ndAive fal'faqiswntac, 
IbmbH^iids^ rasrfiirk in ioHiiU ^nantlties, and fhu-^ 
barb, large drovd of fh««p ai^ horfi» t- ^^ 
ports: Cloth, Ruffian leather, beads and trin- 
kets, hardware, indigo, cochineal^ &c. 

I'he Chinefe trade is by far the moft import- 
ant part of its Afiatic comffierce, and is now 
carried qn at Kia6la, fituated upon the frontiers 
of the Chinefe and Ru0ian empires^ But hav^ 
ing in a former publication J given a circum- 
(lantial account of this commerce, it will be? 
fufficient to obfeiye, that in 1777, the total fum 
of importation and exportation, as entered at 
the cuftom-houfCj amounted to £. 57^,666. ; but 
if we include the contraband trade, which ii* 

* This gold-dttft is foand in the fand of tl^e riv«rs of Bucha-' 
tia. This was the principal inducement to the firil expeditions of 
tlie Englhh merchants over the Cafpian into Bucharia, which ait^ 
i^lated in Hackluyt^s Colle£Hon. Peter the Great ient feveral 
Huflian merchants into the country for the fame purpofe. See 
& R. G. IV. p« i8j, &c. Kytikefy vol. L p. 263. Ruflia Illuf-^ 
rata, vol. I), p. 141* 

t Pallas Reife, voL I. p. 232, &c. The (heep and horfes arei 
brought for (ale by the Kirgccs Tartars. Pallas iays , that abov^ 
60,000 iheep, and 10,000 horics* are yearly fold at Orenbuigby 
p. 234. 

I See an account of the tran(a6lions and commerce ^etweeft 
Jtuflla andChina, in KuiTian Difcoreries, Book III. chap. II.--V. 

very 
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very confiderablei and • make an allowance for 
the defickncies * of tlie above-im^tionied fear, 
, which was hot f:^: favourable . as the Receding, 
we may fairly eiiiixurtje the gTo& amount of 
the average trade to ChSna^ in . exports and inv- 
ports, at near j^.^soo^ooo fierling. 
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|fOrtSir-*Mrt» «id tjbrritory cediecl by the Tories to Ruiri^>-^Za-' 
poitDgian. Coflacsv— 'ProduAioiis of the Southern |irovince8.<^^' 
Na>%atidn of th^ Don ini I^hieper.-aS' Attempts of the Rufliani 
U^ tifodkniie l9le MfHmeri^ ^Iroi^h the t)ardsbteUet to the l^edi-^ 
l(rr»)fam^Bree«ii6lit Ait^of Aattfkdet 

PETj&Rf the Gr^at irft attetnpted to open a 
comibfifrce through the Euxine, &hd to ex*' 
fort, by that channel, the prodaftlons of Soath- 
em Ruffisl^ By his viftories over the Tutks> the 
l^ofleffiott of A^crf, and the cohflrudion of Tag^^^ 
foc, he ieeified on the eve of realizing thiij favour- - 
ite pi^je^l but all his vaft fchemes were baffled 
bytheUnfudcefefUl catfipaigB of i? 1 1, which ter- 
minated in the peace of Pruth: a peace pur-^ 
chafed by the celfion of Azof and Taganroc, 
aBdl>y relinquifliing the commel^ce of the Eux- 
ine. Since that period the Turks have jealoufly 
cxekKled the Ruffians from all fliare in the' navi- 
gation of their feas, until Catharine finiilied ^ 
fttccefsfi;d' war againfl the Porte by the glorious 
peace of 1774. By this peace Ruffia obtained 
a free navigation in' all the X^ilciih feai, a right 
of pafimg through the Dardanelles, all the 
commercial immunities gr^ntAl to the mod fa- 
vot* hi: ' z your«d 
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voured nations in amity with the Porte, the 
towns of Azof and Taganroc, the thi-ee fortrcffes 
of Kinburn, Kertfh, and Yenikalfe, and a large 
diftrifl between the Bog and the Dnieper. 

. Many fpeculations have been made eoncera*^ 
ing the extent and value of the traffic which 
RuflTia is likely to eftablifh in the BIjurIc Sea, and 
the revolution which it may effe6l in the com- 
merce of Europe, by transferring part of the 
Baltic trade to the ports of the Mediterranean. 
In confequence of this change, it is aflerfeed,'fiie 
fouthern provinces will find a vent for their fu* 
peifluous pfoduftions; the Ruffian veliels wilf 
open a profitable trade with Crim Tartary, with 
the Auftrian provinces at Kilia-Nova, With the 
Turks at Conftantinople, ind with the Greeks 
in the Levant. Tlie iron of Siberia, the corn, 
hemp, and flax of the Ukraine, and the conti* 
guous provinceis, Avill be fent from the havens of 
the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, to lup- 
ply the ports of the M(jditetf anean ; and thus 
• France and Spain will be furniflied M-ith naval 
(lores by a cheaper and more expeditious navi- 
gation than through the Baltic and the North- 
iern Ocean. As the completion of this great 
and extenfive projeft can only be the work of 
time, and depends on a variety of contingen-^ 
cies, we cannot pretend to form any abfolute 
ilecifion on the probability of its failu^-e of fuc- 

cefs; 
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cefs; but a confiderabie light may be thrown on 
this intricate fbbjed: by an attention to the fol- 
lowing objei9a of inquiry *; • 

I. The traffic on the Turkifh Seits before thd 
peace, with an. acqoont of tlieii! havetls and 
exports. IL The: ports and territory ceded to 
Ruffia, and the. new towns a/nftru£b^ by the 
emprefs. 1,1 1. The produdtions - of . the foutheiii 
provinces, and the navigktiosi of tlie Don and 
Dnieper. IV. The progrefs hitherto made by 
the Rtifiians to eftabliih an intercourie betwden 
the Black Sea, thrbiigh the Dardanelles, with the 
ports of the Mediterraneaii. 

I; The traffic x)n the Turkifli Seas before the 
peace of 1774, was chiefly carried on by th* 
Greeks,) Armenians, and Turks; and as the Ruf- 
fians pofleffed no port, either on the Sea jof Azof 
or the Euxine; Tcberkaft:^ capital of the Don 
Coifacs^ was the place where the produ&idns of 
this empire and Turkey were reciprocally ex- 
changed. The Greek and Armenian inerchants 
failed to Taganroc^ where they performed qua- 
rantine, and then proceeded with their merchan- 
dize to Tcherkafk; having firfi paid the duty 
atTemernik, a fmall village on the Don, now 
the fortrefs of St* Dmitrii Tcherkaik was 

* In this inquiry I have principally followed Quldenftatfclt*a 
Eflay Von der Hafen am Azowfchen SchwaxU«& vid WeilTd^ 
Meere^ in Jouniu Su Pet, for 1776. 

z 8 alfo 



aUb the enporium of aon iiilaiul commecM >itit 
the . tnerchants o£ Kurkaip aiul Criia Ttctai^M 
The imports were chiefly, (jcreek wii^s, raifins^ 
(hied figs, almomls, oil, rice, faffron, painled 
linens and cottoos ; the C34X>rts, hides an4 Itt^; 
tlier, coarfe Imen; hard*ware^ and. caviare, &a*./ 
Tlie Greek and Azmenian mftikhaiits, ia return^, 
ingto Confiaiitiiiople) fii|pfili€d the ports oftlKt 
Sea of Azof and the Euxine with Ruffian asifc 
European commoditiea* 

In order to ibtm a general idea of the trafio 
in the Tu^kiih Seas, we muft tak^ a curCbry vie«r 
of their havens, imports and exports. 
. Among the harbour&of the Blade Sea tefort- 
ed to by the Greek and Armenian merchants^; 
the nio& freqiuuented veredMiieaf CnmX^t^Jiy 
iiow. called Taurida; namely, Yeuika)^,. one ofi 
the foctref&s lately ceded to Su^a, Balaklavay 
Kofloi^ and Cafi% now Theodofm^ Mchkljr mecito 
a.par.txcubr defcriptioa. Caffaandthcwbojevpfi^ 

mnfbla^ which.weK before undi^i:; the domii^iQQ^uJS 
a^ki^in, who \eas: a vaJfal to. tl)^ To£k9if ^?ere, by an 
article in the late, peace,, declared; indi^ndf i4:^ 
andiu bje6itoa;khan^ ele6^ed blithe naillv^s^ fabottgb 
confirmed both by tl>e emprefa and gxajBrd;^figA(Uu 
It was itie. capital of thd Crimea.;, andithfe.TM-? 
tars diftinguilhe<J it by the name of Half Cou- 
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♦ SeeTarif of the Imported* and. Exported Wares. 'Biif. Hill, 
l^g^. XL p. 373, * ' ' 

^*'" ' ^ - ftantinople. 
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.ftaMiitt^le *'. Hie biy- is capable df cotitainirig 
^^ral hatidrdi merchaiit fltips ; and the iuiia< 
iiibants arc the wcheft^ and drive the moft ex- 
tenfive trade in the Black Sea. The proiludlioiis 
TcftF Crim Tailkriy, exported from Gdffa and the 
xjither hlveris <^f the peninfula, conilft chiefly "in 
'Ctim, iVite, wobl^ fine black and grey lamb-fllLih«, 
^tid fait. The imports are fine and Goarfe linem, 
,J>iiikted i&ottoiis, i;iAnkeen, Raffiau leather, iidie 
clothsv velvets, taflfeties, ftirs, toptk, paper, falted 
-fifH ^^ caviare,. tobacco leai^s, coppier afid 
rtitti hard- ware, ^dld and fihnwr thread, beadB 
nttd corals,- earthen wares, a do2U*fe fort of porc^ 
Jiain, and giafs w^oi% Mc^ ftc. 
. , The port of Taman lies oppofite'tx) Venikal^, 
jul the extrehifty of the ftraits of CaiFa, on tt 
.(lOfdbiftand in ihe ^outh of the river Kuban : it 
'Va^ fubjea t6 thc^ Ichan of Ctim Tartary, aiid 
traffics with the CirdalSaiis fW>m Mount Caticah 
£aS| the €ofikcs dialling near the ritei*s i^bich 
fan into the KubEan, and. tlia Tartars inhabiting 

* Neno^^n folche' di Txc^ry nur J^rim SUtmbgl. Kteemsm's 
Keife von Wien nach Conffauuinopel. See a curious account of 
Hxffi, in that Vlrork. Thki kutllpf obfci*v^ flier* ievcral ruins k 
tiie buMngis which th^ Geiioibfe coharuaed when Caffii was m 
fiuAr pqifleffion, particu^ly the rdnaaiiis of the Bi^cient citadel* (X 
(hurches, of angels and faints grofsly carved on ftone^and fever^t 
'^tiii hlfcrlptfoiid, p. 1 68, &'c. He defcnbes Crim'Tart^rjr as 4 
Vdr^ frultfifl coitotrf • ^ 

f Ouldcnfts^edti .p; I3^i4» 

% 3 the 
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the defert between the Kiibatt and the Don. 
The exports arer honey, wax, fait, wool, foxr- 
ftins, martens, ibeep^ &c^ ; the unports nearly 
fimilar to thofe at Caffa. 

The ports ^ of the Eailem and Southern coafts 
of the Black Sea are fituated in the Turkifh pro- 
vinces of Mjngrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia: the 
principal arc :i.:Poti,' where the merchants of 
•Georgia r^ott; «.Trebizond; SrCheifon, which 
18 difiant only 60 miles from Tokat, at which 
town thp caravans from Perfia aflemble and fe- 
parate, in order to proceed by different routes 
to Smyrna and Confiantinople. Sinope, the 
ncareft port upon the Black Sea to Angora, is 
the only placie hitherto known • that /applies 
.the fine goats^hair, generally called camels*hair, 
from which the beft camlets are nianufafhired, 
•that equal, if not furpals, thofe of Bruffels. / The 
hair, fpun into 'yam, is chiefly purchafed at To- 
kat by thier merchants of the caravans in their 
way to Smyrna, from which port Europe is 
moftly fupplied with this commodity. The 
Greek and Armenian merchants draw from thefe 
parts honey, w^x, fox-fkins, martens, and iheep. 
Taw and manufaftured filk,. both Perfian and 
Turkiih, cotton, callicoes, rice, faiFron, dried 
fruit, &c. They are fupplied iu return with Ruf- 
i5an and other European produftions. 4. Tios or 
TilJQ^, wjiefe the Turks have a dock for repair- 
ins 
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ing mips; arid at which, place fails, cordage,? 
anchors^ and other naval (lores, are advantage* 

ouilydiipofed'of. 

The ports on the Wcfi^rn ihore of the Black 
Sea, befide Kinburn, are Varna in Bulgaria^ 
irhichi i$*di&ant about lOO milesfrom Ailriano- 
pie; KiliayNava, at the moiith of the Danube in 
W^Uachia ; arid Akkermen, on the mouth of th^ 
Dniefteivnn Beffarabia, 60 miles from Bender: 
Thcfe p6?te fiirnifh^ wool, dried fruit9,Hunga^ 
riaik* aiil ^Moldavian' twines,^ biifi^lofkins^ &c. 
Th^>tluflfiic .to^V^ma and* Akkermen niifghf be 
c6nfidei:ablyTiiicrea&d by forming a more regu^ 
laf^eomiilun^ication with Adrianople and Bender; 
amd that of Kiliai-Mbva might be rendded high^ 
ly' ibipOTtanty 4ry vending^ the produ^ons of 
(Att&piatand Hungary, if the navigation of thb 
Danube! was hot^^obftruAed by the je^Joufy of 
the ' Tiiiks. . - Tho imports :^ corilifli in :E(iropean 
andRiiffiah produiFUbnSj'fbr the mofi ^s^t fimf- 
lar to thofe of Cafl^i - . > * : \ , ■ . 

'.' Coriftintinople and GalKj^li are the principal 
havens in the . fea bf Marmora. The Ruffian 
imports are furs and fkiris, leather, fail-Cloth, cor- 
dage, anchors, tar and pitch, fteel and iron, fait 
fifti, caviare, butter, fea-horfe teeth, wax, tea, 
muik, caftor«-oil, colouVs, paper, coarfe cloth, 
linen, and corn : the exports to Ruffia are raw 
And manufa6lured filk and cotton, muflins, rich 
Turkifli (luffs, and carpets, wool and Angora- 
* .. z 4 goatsj 
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goat8-liair, Grecian wines^ oil, all kin^s^ of** Igiii 
Fopean and Afiatic fruit, lemou and ofangeS) 
tobacco and fnufFs, fpices, {^Sxtyok^ opium, ano 
utiier fpeciee of drugs, pearU and pieciona fiomea^ 
gold and filver*, &c. 

II, The parte and territory ceded to Rnffia, 
and the new towns fmce conilrm5Urd by the em* 
{ire& The ceded. plactf are, l. The diftriAo^ 
Ihi Sea of Azof; ^. Kertfch and ¥ep;kal&» im 
Crim Taxtsjry ; a. The fortrefs of Kinbmii ; 4, 
The territory betwem the Dnieper and J^a ft)g4 
I, Thediftri^ bordcoring^ on the Sea t/i^hu£ 
<romprifesj befide a large traA of tArtftoj^yto tli9 
fiaft and wdl of Asof, the fortrefies Azof> Tagaa* 
xoc, and PetrQ^lk. A«<^ is no tongjer df tint 
fame importaqce as it was in the reiga of Petet 
the Great; the branch of Jthe Doii> oni iditch 
it ftanda, being now fo qhoaked with £tnd as 
;f(parcely ta admit the finalkft veffels. The meis 
eh^ndi^e therefore in ufually depofited at Ta^ur- 
roc or Petroffk ; and the frigates and merchamtr 
ihips, which were formerly coQftru£bed at Aaof, 
are now built either at St,^ Pmitri or Roftof> and 
' ^{s down the Dpn into the Sea of Azof, through 
another branch of tha^ river, Aa the hajhour 
of Tagan.roc contaiiu^ upon an average, only 
feven fe^t of water, >lhe v? ffels muft draw no 
mor^ than five or fix feet ; th« town hai? beep 
Tendered commodious by the cOQ(lni£yH>a qf 

: / feveral 



levetai ^^aitSiOfii^ snd other baildhigfe Coring 
the late ffmriv&d is eAeesKd for^ the falubiity of 
the ^n 'Thtfoflxefk of Petro£fk, whiohiljmdi 
tA the mouth of ith^ j&roda,.and oommaEKk tiie 
Tiirkiih ircmtien, iras aifo/ crofted during tlit 
)ate war.^ It is advantageoufly fituated, as fbrm^'* 
kig a dkied commwiieation /mth the havens of 
Grim Twft^y-hnd nui^t fafily be vendered 
ifoore fecUre th^n. that of TagatiToc, fixnrii the fu« 
pef^9r dei>i;b of filter. By the poifeffion of iheft 
fprtrdTesy tHenavigattoji of the Sea of Az<q^ is 
peaffe^Uy fcfcurcd. The firontiers of this ceded 
territorjr, to;the weft of that Sea, are guarded bf 
c^ chat A of f mati forts, ektending fi ora Petrof ft: 

9u The f4»'l;Fefif& of JIuertfeh and Yehikal^ 
iitu^ti^d 09 the eafterri cwAs of Crim Tartasy; 
dand near the northern entrance of the ftraitf 
of C«IEH^ are of the greateft importance by com- 
inandfrig the paffage which forms the communi- 
cation l^tween th^ Scaof Azof and the Euxine. 

3. Kinburnis the only port pofiefled by the 
Ruffiajw on the coafts of the Black Sea ; it 
iland* clofe to the froatiersy at the mouth of the 
Pnieper, oppofite the Turkiih fortrefe Otchakofi 
which being a place of fup6rior ftrength, muft, 
-/while it continues in the hands of the Turivs, 
obibruid;^ in oafe of a rapture, the narigation of 
ihe Pnieper, Sinbur» was intended for the 

. principal 
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principal rq>ofitory of the merchandize fent from 
the 'provinces bordering on the Dnj^er; faut as 
the harbour, on account of its qwfckfaiid, afford? 
BO ibcusrity for.anc^ora^e, 'the^ new town, of 
Kherfon: is at.preientitbe great emporium of this 
trade. -. . . •• « viu;':--; ..'•.-■• . . ■ \ 
4. . The polfeffion of the territory between th« 
Bogjdod the Dnieper opens k fectrm 'communis 
<^iotl between the Black Sea, and thofe>riGh 
andreKtenfive provinces \^atered by th^ Dnieper. 
IThb inipoitant territoryy fo eflfential lo the 6x- 
j^enccr^bf} the new commerce, was chiefly iiiha+ 
^Il4d by. hordes of roving Tartars ; ahd by the 
Zaporogian Coffacs, who by their piracies ren^ 
dered the navigatio|i of the Dnicpfr extremely 
hazardous. The otig&i of thefe Coffacs is thus 
,trac0d by the RuiTian iiiftorians; •!» the begin- 
ning of the 15th century, a tribe of the Coffacs 
of the Ukraine, who inhabited the territory be- 
Itwcen the Bog and the Dnieper, were known 
Bnder the denomination of Zaporogian* from 
the fituation of thdrfetchaf, or principal fet- 
tlement near the catara^ of the Dnieper. 
. This fetcha was a fortrefs furrounded with a 
^ ;wpoden wall, and at, firft merely intended as a 

. • Porogi Signifies catarafts. • 

t Sctcha means .any place furrouadod mth a wall^ or fdrdficatioa, 
feparated from the neighbouring diftria. S. R. G. IV. p. 414. 

place 
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place of affembly, to deliberate on the methcfd 
of carry iiig on their ciiftomary depreJatidns, or 
for the purpofe of ele6ting a thief. By decrees 
it was filled with habitations^ and afterwanis 
appropriaited to'a feparate community of perfonsj 
who devoted tliemfeli«a foldy io arms, and* 1»* 
tally excluded all women • f pom • the preciin£l ' of 
their military refidence. • Tbe inhabitaiiis weim 
divided'iinto cldflesi; eachiK>f /which ele6ted>ilSk 
Tefye6llve leader^itaild jwero all under the judff 
dimon of a'hetmatf or fuprf^me chief, chofen* b3l' 
fchc whole fociety.i ' • i :,![(/ ?ji!/ l>^il 
'ThefeiZaporogian Coflacs ibe^ame^ fo AiGhnf- 
guiihed for their' bravery Iftidfldll in: dbfviltbin^ 
war, that perfdns flocked fifam ^iftanf rej^ionf 
to this fociety of warriors. The inhabttantsvqf 
the fetcha were not obliged to <;ontinue in it Tor 
any fettled term ; being only bound, Tfhile ^hey 
remained, to conform themfelv<es to the regular 
tions and difcipiine of their aflbciatesf thofe 
who were difpofed to marry, quitted the fetcha, 
but were permitted to fettle in the neighbouring 
, di(lri6):, with the privilege of re-admiffion, pro- 
vided they were not attended with their wives 
and families, whom they wete allowed occafion- 
■ly to vifit. The Zaporogians increafed their 
numbers by affording an afy lum to deferters *, 



• s, R, (S« IV. p. 441. 
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and by forcing atid eiitickig.!$rQutlto aUd ohiklrte 
from die UJcralneand Poland, iHiom^thejr txain*^ 
ed to a tttilitary lifer and adthittad into their 
community. The piince of t^ir ijefidence. wa$ 
pccaifioaaUy varied; nrhekitibeir numfb^ increaf- 
ed^ dr when the hoiidto vandered. at a confided* 
Ide difianoefh>m «ich . other^ ' diflterefat partiet 
cfe&eit and ocoiipkd diflinft . Iktcbaa. Ilie fiiil 
fttdia of tiiii. extcabrdmaigr^ ^cioty fteiha W 
liavQ bdent fitaated. on an iflaad of the Dni(^>er 
hcl<m the eatdtra^ ; the laft. whidh they ihku 
bited, at the abolition of their goverhn^ent^ and 
«ftteh ail thatperfod vrag the only qnfi they |>of* 
ftfffdi A(x>d nea^ tiie rivntet Bufulak. afctiie 
fMiA nrlier^ k fidU int6 tftie Dnicp^, in the 
gotnnmmentiof Kiof*. : 

The membors )o£i this cbvtsami^y braig eai- 
k£Ud fram Various nations ahd from thie "nature 
of their cdnflitution pe^f>etaanychaiigiTigy their 
itombtr . cdtild nerer be esa^tly afbertained: 
Manfiein rdlatia^ that in tiie war in which he 
ferved agaioft the Turks, the J' brought 8,0p6 
Jiorfe into the fields ajid on or endergency could 
have raifed I%o6o6j 15,000. . They frequently 
performed incredible feats of valour in the cam- 
paigns of the Ruffians againfl the Turks atS 

* M* Muller has accurately and cirrcumfbuatially defcribed the 
ibtcha of the Zaporogian CoQacs^ from wlvich account I have fe- 
'|c6led this (hort cxtra6l, S, K. Q^ |V. p. ^ii'^^yz, 

Tartai^ 
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tQyland: by thw flcjUi in. Qf^vigatcng tbe Dnie^ 
per, they occafiooally defaided tbe month of 
tihet rivw, and ^attacked with filccei^ the armed. 
Mefifib on the contiguous coafi^ of the Black 
Sea. But while they were thf» terrible t& their 
enemies, they were fcarcely. le£i formidable to 
thetralUes. Niominally depeoid«at on thehet*" 
tarn, of the Ukraine, they were elaifled amongp 
the; fiftlige^to of the Bufliian eoipiiie:; bttttfaepe* 
culiarity of their mannei^, their feparetion from 
all. other fociety, their popujbr form of govern- 
ment, together with their warlike difpofitioiv 
tendered them a barbarous and luroly bandittL 
Accuilomed to, live by rapiUe and devailatioBy 
they pillaged the Ruffian merchants who psSjpd 
thcongii their country, and interrupted the na« 
Yigation;of theltoieper by continual piracies *. 

Soon after- the oonclufion of the Turkifli waf 
in 1 774, the Ruffian government feizfdra. favour- 
ajble opportuiiity to dfiilroy:their:f€Jtcha, and dif« 
perfc' the' inhabitants^ General Belmain march-* 
ed fpom. the Turkiih ^ ih)ntieis. rat the head of 
i^ooo regulars^ and encamped a^Kxut laverfb 
from the fetcha; taking his departure before 
Budnight, he made aforced march, and fiurraund* 

•The boatft of tliefe &porogia1s Coi&CB mttt towed by 50 or 
60 men, had no fail, and gpnenJify earned two fma]! cannon. S. ^R^ 
9. XX' p. 5. 

ingr 
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ft% it at four In the mdmmg, compelled the in^^ 
habitants to furrender. He fotmd 46 pieces of 
^nnon, and a large quatitity tif finall anns^ aiid> 
ammunition. By this falutary a& of power^ 
Ruifia has fecured the merchants from the dread 
of perpetual depredations^ and put an end. t& 
the iyftem of piracy. 

'ilLThe Rwfiian countries which are iiioft 
iutBMfted h) Biis commerce, are thofe cOntiga- 
ottsto^theDnieper and Don; 6r the provinces 
of 5m0leh(ko, Mohiief, Ukraine, Nfexr Rufila^ 
Bielgorod, Voroiietz, Ukraina^Slohodfkaia, and 
Azof:. ^ large tra6tof territory which furnifliesr 
in great abundance every fpecies of grain^ hemp^ 
^acxv'hides, mafts, planksy honey, wax, tobacco, 

hinihere ceded diftri6b the empreft has al-^ 
reidy raifed fevefal new towns; the principal 
are Kherfdn, Catharielifiaf, and Marianopoli. 
^KhfBrfbtt*, fituated on the Dnieper, about ten 
Blilei$ below the mouth of the IngUlec, is chiefly 
built with hewn ftone. It is intended to be the 
principal mart for all the /commodities of ex-», 
port and import; ; but if an exteniive trade 
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' * Kherk>n is celebrated as tliei {>lace where the emprefl Catbar 
line priacipaliy refided during her memorable journey to the 
Crimea, when fhe tooJc poffefSon of the provinces conquered from 
Turkey, and Where (he was vifited \>y th^e tmp^ror Jofeph II. 

fliouii 
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iSiould take* plaice in this; quarter, thegleat d&*' 
pdGitalytforthe^inerchanciiie will be more<can« 
veniently fixed on fome fpot below the bar of 
tixe Dni^ry ahd twelve miles fouth of Kheffdn. 
Bt^ i^ontains >a dock * for . the conftruftion of 
^ lojgp veff6b,;iTom which feveral men of war 
anfd* frigatesy'^as well as merchant ihips, have 
been^already : launched: ' Catharinenflaf, or the 
Glory «of Xstttiarine, is built near the fpot where 
the Tmalh Hyer :Kiltzin falls into the Samara, 
arid is appointed to be the capital of the go- 
vemiAent;of Azof; it is colonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Grim Tartary, and 
by others who fcrved in the late war agaiiaft 
the Turks. Anothci* town,, called Marlanopoli^ 
has been alfoTaifed on the borders of the Sea of 
Azpf, between the rivers My us and Calmius. 
Thefe three towns, as well as the numerous vil- 
lages which have fuddenly.>eared their heads in 
a country forriierlyi inhabited only by lawlefs 
banditti, or traverfed by roving hordes, arejfiUed 
with* Ruffians, MOth Tartars^TecIaimed from their 
wan4ering life^ and with numerous' colonics, 
particularly. ' Greeks and' Armenians, who -mi-^ 
grated fr6m the adjaccopit pravinces of <the. 
TurkHh empire.^ 
The navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, 

. *. A newtpwi), NlcoLu9f, now thf principal dock, was buik by 
Pi)t«9kjAitO|i;ttifconfitten9eof thelngulandUieB^ . - « 

'.' .'- which 



iriudt fbna the 'txmumittiinitiMi hclwtoQui Ihofit 
>radm»«iiri fchr Tiiridih Sm^fttniarato be 
conictered. . 

Tlie Dan ^ taklbea its rift ftdili. the ftiiillakil 
of St* Jbhiv lira r. Tula,, in tlbt govehBtiart of 
MiyfcoWr and paftng tlurmigh pert df liie pro^ 
vkute 6f Voron^tz, a fasall pmtaoa ef ^e^lHc^ 
nunO'-Slobodikaia^ and tlie li^ioJBb (IroTiiice of 
A^of, divides st&if ntar Tebrrkdik into ttutitf 
fireams, and fcdls. kito liis . Sea of >A2b£ Tlifo 
tiver has (b msAjs windiiigs^ aiici aboaods- ^v4kk 
ifticb numerouft^ iboafe and faxid-^ttankB, aar tor bv 
Ibarcely naviga&le; ec&cq>tiug m.ttte ipsing^ cM 
tiie mating d the ftiow<t The ftasiks of thtf 
Don2> and a£ the ovidoto.ifi^ich fiUI ialb it, artf 
clothed with \wngt trads. of forefi, nrllofe tinlho' 
is ftoated dowB the finam to St Bcnklri and 
Bofte^ iviiere the: f%at» fat tiie S^ of AmI 
are cfaidly confttuAed; The nar^alSont of the 
Dottmay heiseafteibe rendered highly ^^adnaUe^ 
hv cosTeying to the Ifflack: Sioa the ieon of Ss«** 
benia, the ChineftL gpods, and the Porfiail mer^ 
chandiise; -^Mth Udtcr commodities, trvdit aar 
therproda^U of India^ f6rni6ply found tiieir ihi^r 
i«to £ur<^tfaroagh thi» fame chunotlf. 

Siood 
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f The iron of Siberia^ and tlie mettfija^£i» cf Cl&ta^ »t Ai^ 
WerfentbyaflrJiilaiii^-nav^atifotcrflte'Vo^ ilki'JfMiiat tcm^ 
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Since the acquifition of Ruffian Lithuania, the 
ceffion of the diftrift betweeq the Don and the 
Dnieper, and the difperfion of .the ZaporogiaYi 
Goflacs, the Dnieper, from its fource tp its 
itiquth, now flows through the Ruffian domini- 
• ons ; and through this whole vCourfe, of above 
800 inile$, the navigation is Only once inter- 
rupted by a feries of catarafts *, which begin 
below the mouth of the Samara, and continue 
for a fpace of 40 miles* The^ are not^ how- 
ever, fo dangerous as they have been reprefent- 
ed J for they may be palTed in fpring, without 
mi^ch haza:rd, even by loaded barks. In other 
parts of the year the goods are landed at Ee- 
menfk, oppofite the mouth of the Samara, and 
tranfported 40. miles by land to Kitchkafe, about 
fix miles; from the fortrefs of Alexandrovfk^ 
where they are again embarked^ and defcendthe 
ftream, without interruption, to Kherfonf. If 
the trade Ihuuld increafe, the catara6);s might, at 
a confiderable expence, be rendered navigable 
at all feafons of the year. 

IV. The pragrefe hitherto made by the Ruf* 
Sans to eflabiiih an intercourfe between the 

I 

/ 

SMxlilieft are conveyed acrofs tke Cafpian to the fame river ^ from 
thence they might be tranfported by a land-carriage of only 40 
mile* to the Don. 

* • MuUer has defcribed thtefc «atara^«. S. 1^. G. IV. p. 4I I. ' 
t Muller. 8. R. Q. JX p. 16; and Ouldenftaedt.' . • 
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potts of the Black Sea and tbofe of tbe Medi* 
terranean. 

To encourage her iubjedft to engage ior this 
branch of traffic^ the emprefs has Idfened thd 
duties of import and export *^ and contributed 
towards forming a Ruffian houfe, or company, 
trading to the Black Sea* Soon after the peace 
of 17,74, four merchant* Aips failed from Pe* 
teribbrgfa, and not^ as might have been expc6:ed, 
from the ports of the Block Sea : they were 
laden with hon^ flax, hemp, hides, fail-cloth, 
and coarfe linen, at the fele expence of the em* 
prefky who g^ranted to the company all the. profits 
arifing from.th^ (ale of the cargoes. Una plan, 
however, was not attended with the fucce& it 
feemed to promife; 93iA thefaihire aiofe fmai 
the jealoufy of the Tuiks^ Tte fliips wer^ under 
ipecious pretences, parevented ftom paffiiig the 
Dardanielles; the cargoes were fold in the Le-* 
Vant and the Mediterranean, and they returned 
to the Baltic without effe^ing the main objeft 
of the voyage. Before the Ruflians could makt 
any fiiHher attempts to open this channel of 
commerce, difientions took place |)etween thl 
emprefs and the Porte, concerning the inde-^ 
pendency of the Crimea, and the f?ee dec* 
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tioii of a khan, which threatened an immediate 
war,, and fufpended all commercial exertions in 
regard to the Black Sea, until a new pacifica- 
tion was concluded on the fiifikof March 1779* 

Si^e that period, befide feveral Greek yefleb^ 
which failed from the Sea of Azof and the £ux- 
ine, under Ruffian colours, and were allowed to 
pafs the Dardanelles, a Ruffian fbip, manned 
ii^ith feamen in the fervice of government, and 
laden with falted bee^ took its departure, ii)L 
1 780, from Eherfon, for the port of Toulon ; and 
foon afterwards five others, freighted with iron, 
m^e fuccefsful voyages to the Archipelago j; 
alfo four fm^ veflels, and a fifth of 400 tbni^ 
juil ^aufiched, laden with hemp and tobacco^ 
were expeded to fail from KheHbi^ for France^ 
in November i7Si. 

Such, in 17B1, was the infant tlate of tha^ 
commerce, which fome author have defcribed 
^ capable of producing an immediate revolu* 
tio»i9 ^ tyadc^of Pvrope* : aii4 fflt thi?, or iiji 

a mil 

9 Many peHbns are of opimon, tfast the obftadet to the n£ng 
CMBQierce of iht Black Sea are by ao meant injarioua to the ixw 
tereftt of Rnilia* For her commodities and produ^liom being 
articles of neceffity, not of luxury, no facility giivcn to their expor* 
tation could add to their general confumption} and the incieaft of 
exportation from the Black Sea would dimittiih that from St. Pe* 
tnfturgh,and the other ports of tii^ Baltic, nearly in the fiunepr^ 
portion, By the b^ility aadicfaeapnela of land^csomge, and tht 
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a ftill more flu6luating ftate, it will probably con-^v 
trnae, as long as the' Turks retain the dominion 
5f their own feas. For that jealous people will 
either openly oppofe, or clandeftinely obftruft^ 
the pi'ogrefs of the Ruffians, and will never rea- 
dily give a free paffage through the Dardanelles • 
to a powerful rival, though they confented to 
it in the humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps 
thefe claims, urged on one fide, and evaded oii 
the other, will engender perpetual diffentions, 
and will not be finally terminated but by a feries 
of obftinate and bloody wars. Meanwhile the 
trade cannot for a confiderable period be ex- 
tenfive, which depends on fuch cafual circum- 
ftances as the coalition and rupture of rival and 
neighbouring powers. 

The courfe of fubfequent events can alone 
difcover, whether the pacification, figned on thq 
9th of January 1784, will be, more permaneut 
than former treaties^ or whether the fame caufes 
will not continue to produce the fame eflfefi^^ 

improvements of inland navigation, the prpdu6^ions of the re- 
OMttett province's are residily fent to the ports of the 6altic> with* 
out rai£ng the price too high. And as the goods which Ku/E^^ 
pro^ces are either peculiar to this empire, or fuch another nations 
muft purchafc» they cannot pafs through too many hai^ls before 
they ^re exported. To dinyniih, therefore, by facilitating their cXt 
j»ortation> the price of fuch goods which fhe already fclU cheaper 
ilM other nations, would be (o incur a manileft lofs, and to gm» 
lify Ithe foreign tradpi; at her Own e^^ene^ . . ^ . ; 
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In. a word, the Ruffian commerce in thofe parts 
, ^an fcarcely be eftabliflied on a firm bafis, until 
the emprefs acquires a fleet in the Black Sea fut 
perior to that of her rival. Perhaps the com- 
pletion of this great obj eft may be eflfefted by 
ihc accjuifition pf Crim Tartary ♦ and tl)^ Ku- 
ban, 

* * Th^ Crimea, which hkd Idn^ been ai| obje^ of Ruflian ambi- 
, 4ion, was fecured by the intrigues and arms of Catharine. 

The reqoifition of Azofj Tagaiiroc, the diftri^ between the Don 
and the Dnieper; and ^he forts of Kimbum, Kerfh, and Yenikale, 
was thd prelude ^ the-conqueft of that peninfula. Catharine 
availed herfelf of the article in the peace of Kaimagdi* which ftt- 
pulated that the khan fhould be confirmed by Ruflia as well as the 
Porte. By intrigues and money, Potemkin obtained the election of 
Sehim Gerai, a prince of the blood royal, formerly embaflador 
from the khan, to St. Peteiiburgh, who was gained over to the in- 
tercfts of Ruffia. "" 

In confequence of his fubfervience to Ruflia, }ie was oppofed by 
the Porte and a large body of his fubjedbs in the Turkilh intereft^ 
and commotions enfued. The emprefs having appointed the khan 
captain of the guards, ient an army to prote6^ him, as her officer^ 
againft the rebels* Notwithftanding the public remonftrances and 
fecret oppolition of the Porte, the klian was no fooner fecured 
in his dignity, than he was induced to abdicate ; but repenting of 
this aft, he endeavoured to efcape, and put himfelf at the head of 
^his fubjedls, who were diflatisfied with the Ruffians, and Offered, to 
fiipport him as their fovereign. His intentions being difcovered, 
\ke was fent to Tamer, from thence to Kjof,and finally to Voronet*, 
where he received a temporary penfion from the emprefs. Irritated 
by repeated degradations, ^e efcaped into Moldavia, where he was 
feized by emiifaries from the Porte, transferred to the lile of 
Rhodes, and ftrangled. 

Catharine having gained the concurrence of Jofeph the Second* 
-9l(d n^ade the moil formidable preparations , both by land and fea, 
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ban, rendered highly vahiiblc by am additioiiftjl 
extent of fea^coaft, and the important harbour 
of Adiar or SiebafiopoL 

the Porte was awed, andrefigned the ibvereignty of the Criaea to 
KuflkL The Peninfula was modelled into a new govenuoent 
under the name of Taudda, and the jSHncipal towns i^dvtcd thdr 
•ntient Greek appellations: Caflk was called Theodc^i Koflof, 
Apotoriaj andAftiar^SebaftopoL 

But this humiliating conduft on the fidq of the Porte^ Sd not 
prevent further dcBOdmdt from the court of St. Peteribttigby which 
tenninated in a rupture ; and the Turks were happy ^ pnrchaft a 
peace in 179 1, by ceding the important fbrtrefs and da&n€t ef 
Otchakof, by which thft DnkOcr it now die boundaiy of tU 
BLnilian emjNrc* 
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Ifines df S«(fia.<<p«tloki and filv«r.«»»Copi>erand'iroii.*^A?«rage 
profits whldk ^(WeaunBDt 4raws ^m the mU^ founderiet^ 
and duti^. 



# ■ 

THE mines of the Euffiaii empire may b? 
divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown; .i^nd thofe which arc the property of iut 
dividuals. The fonner comprize all the gold 
amd filver^ and a few copper and iron works ; 

1. The moft ancient gold mine ^in the Ruflian 
empire is that of Voetik, neaj Olonetz, between 
the lake Onega ajnd the White Sea. Its chief 
produce is a violet pyritical copper ore, mixed 
with qu9.rtz, and containing rich pieces of gold^ 
but not in fufficient quantity to defray the 
charges. Trpm 1744 to 1776, the mine yielded 
only 57 pounds of gold, and about 9000 pood * 
of copper, and as the- expences amounted to 
£. 16,000 more than the profits, it was neg- 
levied until 1772, when it was again worked. 
Since that time it has furniihed annually £50 

* A pood SB jp Rtiilian or j6 Engliih pounds. The pound 
ufcd in this chapter is the Ruifian^ which is t0 the Engliih as 9 

IOI«k ' 
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poods of copper, and two or three pounds of 
gold-duft, which is Mafl^ed from the mine; be- 
fides accidental pieces that have b*«cn fent to Pe- 
terfburgh as fpecimens,' which may amount to 
five or fix pounds more* 

a. The nest gold- mines difcovered in the 
«npire wtfre thofe near Catharin en burgh: the 
ore is very martial, commonly of a^ubic form 
In a quartz matrix; and the gold h extrafted 
by wafliing. The annual produce of pure gold 
never exceeded 200 pounds, and was commonly 
jnuch lefs: in 1772 it was only lOi pounds. 

3. The moft important filver mines are thofc 
of Kolyvan, between the rivers Oby and Irtifli, 
near the mountains which feparate Siberia from 
the Chinefe empire, or rather from the territory 
of the Calmucs dependent on the Chinefe. 
Thefe mines, difcovered in 1728, by Akinfi Ni- 
kitich Demrdof, were for fome years worked for 
his own private emolument, as copper mines. 
It is fufpe6led, that he privately extrafled the 
nobler metals, but prudently concealed the fe- 
. cret until 1744, when he made the difcoverv to 
the emprefs Elizabeth, who appropriated them to 
the crown*. Thefe mines, fituatcd near Vofk- 
refenfk, in the Smeyeikaia Gora, or Mountain 
of Serpents, are known by the general appella- 
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tion of Koly van, from a village, on the rivulet 
£ie]aia, in the diftrift of Kufnetz, where the pre 
was formerly fmelted. But as the adjacent' 
country is fcantily provided with wood, ne^ 
founderic8> have been conftfufted at Barnaul, 
Novopaulofsk, and Sufunfk, to the north eaft of 
Koly van, in a.diftrift abounding with trees *. 

Thefe mines, which may juftly^ be ftyled the 
•Potoii of the Ruffian% produced annually, be- 
tween 1749 and 1762, from 8,000 to 16,000 
pounds of iilver; between 1763 and 1769, from 
-20,000 to 32,000; and, iince that period to 1778, 
from 40,000 to 48,000, The filver contains 
upwards of three per cent of gold ; the fepara- 
tion of which is miade in the imperial labora* 
tory at Peterfburgh. The whole produce ex- 
tra6i:ed from the mines amounted, in 1771, to 
400,000 pounds of filver, with 12,720 of gold; 
and fince 1771 wc may calculate the annual 
produce at above 44,000 of filver, and 1 £00 of 
gold. 

The mines and founderies of Koly van employ - 
nearly 40,000 colonifts; befides the peafants in 
the diftrids of Tomfk and Kufnetz, .who, in lieu 
of paying the poll-tax in money, cut wood, 
make charcoal, and tranfport the ore to the 
founderies. The cxpcnces, M'hich were formerly 

• Palks S^Cy P* 11. p. 579* 
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Tvupplitd from the treafury, and of coiirfe con* 
fiderably diminifhed the profit, have, fince 1 765^ 
been annihilated, and the whole produce of the 
mines in gold and filver is clear {»*ofit. In tfas 
fame year a mint was eftablifhed at the founderf 
of Sufunik, for the coinage of the copper fup*- 
plied from the mines of Kolyvan, the greater 
|>art of which had been hitherto of no ufe* 
Pieces of one, two, fire, and ten copecs *, arc 
ftruck and difperfed over Siberia. Of this cur* 
^cy, the amount of 500,000 roubles are «a* 
mially coined, which is fuffici«it for ceiodmtf*^ 
ing the poll-tax, paying the miners, tmnfporttng 
the ore, purchafing the lead which nm& he 
brought from Nerihinik, and de&aying tiie ex* 
pence of fending the gold and filver as far as 
^oboUk. The filver fmelted in the founderies, ts 
conveyed on large fledges twice a year^ the firft 
fcoiivoy fets off in iJie beginning of the wiifto^ 
and reaches Peteriburgii a little after Chriftmas; 
the fecond in the middle of winter, and arrives 
fttere towards fpring. 

4. The filver mines of Nerihinfk, which wcne 
bpened in 1 704, are fituated in Daaria, the fouth 
eaftemmoft part of Siberia, between the riveia 
Shilka and Argodn, and are very nuxnerous^ 
Their produce to *he year 1 7 7« is f i 

• Afmallcoin nearly equal to a halfpenny* 
t Bttr^£rd.-^Btf. vol. I. p. 1126. 
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Ih 1767 they yielded 17,400 pounds; but the 
innual average produce may be eflimated ^t 
16,000. The filver ct)ntains, in 40,000 poundsi 
nearly 500 of goldi The ores being geheirally rich 
in lead, and extreniely poor iii fdver, the latter i$ 
eafily extrad^ed. Many fniUton pood« of lead 
remain ufdefs on the fpo% as only 14 to 18,000 
are annually required for the feparation of thd 
fiiv^r from the copper at the founderies of Ko- 
ly van ; the carriage into the inner phrts of the 
empire being too expenfiVe, and the export to 
China prohibited. The number of men employ* 
ed in thefe minea and founderies are about igoo 
free coloniftfl> between lOOOand I800 convids^ 
and 11,000 Ruffian peafants of the diftrifi of 
Nerihinik : 6000 of the latter are employed in 
cutting and eanying wood, making and tranf* 
porting charcoal; while the reft, who live at 
(o^e diftauce from the «mes!» cultivate a certain 

portion 
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portion of ground, and bring in winter the pro- 
duce to the magazines of the foundeiies. TTie 
annual expences may g^erally be rated at 

£. 14,800. 

5. Some mines yielding filver have been lately 
difcovered in the diftrift of Kralhoyarlk near the 
I^na, between the rivers Yins and Yenisei. 

The gold of Catharinenburgh is obtained at 
the fate of 40 guineas per pound ; and as when 
coined it produces £. 68. 5 s, the profit is not 
very confiderable. The filver atnd gold from 
Koly van is procured without any expence, as I 
have before mentioned. A pound of filver from 
Nerfhinfk is faid to coft between 4 and 5 rou* 
bles; and as the fame quantity of this metal, 
. when coined, is equal to to, roubles 7S copecs 
and f , the gold *extra^d from this filver is 
obtained foi* £.l\. Ss. per pound. 
- 6. The crown poffefles at prefent but very few 
copper and ii-on works. "" * 

The iron works in the north part of the dif- 
tri6l of Olonetz produce annually between 8 and 
10,000 poods of cafl; iron for guns, bombs, and, 
balls, and 15,000 of indifferent iron in bars and 
plates. Thofe of the Uralian mountains employ 
above 1700 workmen, and 26,800 peafants ; and 
yielded, in 1772, 423,987 poods of iron in bars 
and plates, which were chiefly ufed for the ar- 
my and navy, that of Kamenft gave in the feme 
§ ye^ 
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ytBx 93,000 poods of iron, which were forged 
into guns, and 8 1 72 into bars. 

Four copper founderies on the weft fide of the 
Uralian mountains, in the government of Oren- 
hurgh, and three in Permia, produced, in 1772, 
only 13,868 poods. At Catharinenburgh the 
crown has eftabliihed a mint for coining the 
copper, procured from the imperial and private 
founderies, into that fpecies of money which is 
Current throughout Ruffia, and is tranfperted by 
water to Mofcow, Peterfburgh, and other parts. 

2. The greater part of the private mines and 
founderies, that fupply fuch ah immenfe quan- 
tity of iron and copper, are moftly fitiiated la 
the Uralian mountains, and the hills ftretching 
frbm them ; a few in the government of Mofcow , 
excepted, the produce of which is but fmall. 

The Uralian mountains contain 1 05 founderies^ 
56 for iron, 37 for copper, and the remainder for 
both metals. The peafants, part of whom belong 
•to the proprietors, and part to the crown, employ- 
ed in the minJes and founderies, amount to 95,ooa. 
In 1 7 7 2 * thefe works yielded 1 SO, 1 69 poods 
of copper, and 4,558,718 of caft iron. The du- 
ty paid to the crown from the private proprietors 
is 4 copecs, pr nearly 2 d. for eveiy pood of caft ^ 

* We mufl take this year ^ tl»e average ftandard, zs bemg pre* 
Tious to the rebellion of Pog^tchef, who deftro3red fereral of tha 
founderies ; but moil cf them h%ve been fince re-efHablKhed. 

iron^ 



969 TEAVtLS fix EVftStA. B^ 0^ 

iro% beOde 5 copecs upon eyery peed far ex- 
portation. With refpeft to the copper, the pro-^ 
prietors are obHge4 to fell three quarter3 of the 
whole produce of the mines to the crown at Cat 
nharinenburghi ^\^ tbp Ipw tate of £. u^iu]^ 
pood *• The rema|f)der they either fell to th? 
qrqwn at tlie fapie place^ at £. i. i^f pef pood ; 
«t Mofcow, for jf • a, ,a^. ; or ^t Peteriburgl^ fojr 

At Cathari»enburgli copper money to the va?? 
Iu9 oi £. 400,000 is annually coined. Thp crown 
iec«iv« n poo4.of this pieta), '^lpo^ ^ ^verag^ 
at if.i. «,!. ^<?.i ,aia4 iffues it wJifn ftrnck ^ 

Frc^n thpfe datft government appears to gai^i 
Onaaally fr^n tb^ mws, ^nd 4«ties on iron : 

Gain upon the copper coinage at Catharinenbwrgli /. V^lM^ O 
44^ooepo«uids offiiveryaad t,eoo of gold, tte an- 

fiu^ prf^ii«}t fc#m illh(e iii^ifs of Kfl^ryaB, ^ 
. ffPw^yleU • • . . 2S2,i64 ^^ 

l6,5?o pounds of filver, and t6o of gold, fnwi tke 

min^ of Nerfliinik - . . 71>l9i ^ 

jGovmiwienr Wo woi^ - - ... 34>S29 i^ 
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^ • ^ an ediftof the ei»pref$, dated July i, 1780, tlie proprietory 
i|i&ead.of filing three ^^uj^e^s of tha cop|>er to the crown at /;, j\ 

"%$, per 
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The iFOB and copper are tranfported by means 
of the Kofva, TchulTavaja, Bielaya, and Kama^ 
into the Volga: fome of the veiTels defcend tiliat 
river, to fupply with iron the provinces fituated 
along its banks ; but far the greater number are 
tovred up the flream to Nifhn^i-Novogorod, and 
Tver, and through the canal of Viflinfei-Voloihok 
to Peterfl>urgh. The vefiels,, which fet out on the 
breakii^ of the froil in fpring, commonly per^ 
fonn this navigation before the end of autumn ; 
but fometimes are obUged to winter on their 
pa&ge. 

DECEMBER 1784. 

THE gold mine of Olonetz or Vogetfskoi, 
from which the richeft fpecimens for cabmets 
have been obtained, has been relinquifhed, be-* 
caufe it did not defray the expence of working; 
though the ore was rich in copper. 

The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have reh- 
mained nearly in the fame condition. 

The mines of Kolyvan have been embarraffcd 
by the new law, by which the peafants working 
jfor their capitation at the mines, have had their 
pay doubled throughout the empire, and liberty 
given to work only in winter. The effeft of this 

SA per pood, are notr only obliged to difpofe of half at that price : 
this new regulation mull have fomeviiiat reduced the profits of the 
copper coinage. See Joum. 9t. Pctt for 1780, p. 53. 

. regulation 



regulation at Koly van, has deprived thefounderies 
of near half the requifite quantity of charcoal ; and 
as the ftcceffary W6rkmeil for the fottndtry have 
'been partly employed in making charcoal, the 
produce in filver has fince that period never 
reached 800 poods ; and in 1 7 84 did not yield 560. 
However, with an additional number of hands, 
thefe mines might produce above 1 000 poods; 
for -in that quarter ieveral mines have nieli 
difcovered; amongft others that of Tcherepa 
Nofekoy, very rich in gold, and the richeft in 
filver ever found in Siberia : alfo fome lead mines 
have been opened in the neighbourhood, which 
are very promifing. 

The copper coin of Kolyvan underwent con- 
fiderable alteration in 1782 ; the procefs of ei- 
tra£i;ing tke precious metal from the copper has 
been greatly improved throughout the empire, 
and the fum annually coined exceeds 300,000 
roubles: 

The filver mines of Nerfliinfk are in a flouriiK- 
ing and even increafing condition, and their an- 
nual produce fince 1781 h^s reached between 4 
and 600 poods. 
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<hn^rfrwi<tda.Vol<iA6k;whici(iupk«» VcaQ«in<aJid.tiie Baltic. ' 
~^ flf'Ipdpga.-:.Pw|eadf, uniting the.tJPlo^. aB§ tbe^ 
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HE jnland navigation is carried throiiffh a 
J gr^^tpr. extenj. in JRv% than many other , 
kingd^in pn- thp iglpbe;; ,for:it is. po|ri We 'to con- 
vey gQocls. by water 4472 miles from tKe fron- 
tiers pf China to Peierlhurgh, with Vn.mterrup-^ 
tioja^pnly , of about 6p jijiles * ; and from Aftra- 
c^ntbfOiigha tract: of. 14,34 miles. *' ' ; 

Tb,e water commuiaiC'^tipn between Aftracaxx 
and : J?eterfl>urgh, or between the Cafpian .and' 
t|ie. Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated 
c.anal.of yilhjpfei-Vololbok. This ffreat work, 
qegufi and eomplete4 under Peter the Great, 

I * 

• Having in the RuflianDifcoveries,. given a fhortiketch of th« 
inland navigation from ToboKk to the frontiers of China, I (hall 
not repeat it here ; but (hall ftate, in a few words> that frofti To« 
bollk to. Ae Volga. At ToboKk the barks afcend the Tobol, the. 
Tura, and the Tigil, which rifes in the mountains (eparating Sibe- 
ria from Europe : from the Tigil the merchandise is tranfported 
acrofs a neck of land of about 52 miles to the TchuiTovaia :' there 
the merchants Ye^embark the goods, and defcend the TchufFovaia^ 
into the Kama, to its junction with the Volga a little above Ca&n« 

• • • 
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has been confiderably improved by the late 
emprefsi and veflels now reach Peteiibutgh In 
Ms than half the time which they formerly 
employed. 

The Shlina forms the lake Maftino, which 
gives rife.tofttfae Mafta ; the latter hXis; after a 
courfe of sAdtit ft54 mile^ mto the lake Ibnen, 
from which i0bes the river Volkof, and runs 
1 30 miles to the lake Ladoga which fupplies the 
Neva: fb that, in efieA^ the Shlina, the Mafbt^ 
the Vblkof, and the Neva;^ may be confidered 
as the ff^rhe river flowing into and through dif- 
ferent lakes, and only changing its name at va* 
nous intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Shli- 
na which communicates with the Baltic, with 
the Tvcrtza which flows by the Volga into the 
Cjafpian, the junftion of thofetwo fe^ is formed. 
ThlsjunSiori is made by thiecanalof Vifhii6i-Vo- 
lolhok ; where the Shlina is united to the Tvertza 
by fe vera] canals and rivulets, for the relative 
fitiiafion of whicli I ihall refer tx> the figures in 

the annexed plan. 

^ *'''.*■ ■ 

N^ar yiih^iifei-Voloihok, the Shlina is joined 
by tlie Zna, near which are the foiirces of the 
Tvertza. To join the Tvertza and the Zna, the 
fQllowing works were made under Peter the 
Great. 

1. Near Kliitfhina a cut was dug to a foaalL 
lake, a lecond to the lake of Gorodolub, and a 
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thiird to the Zna. St. At the fame place, juft be- 
' tow the firft cut, a lock of four gates was con- 
firufted acrofs the Shlina,' to Hop the courfe of 
that rivnjet ; and, by means of thte laid cuts and 
lakeS) to convey Irater to the Zna above Viflinii* 
Volofliok. 3* But ta keep this fupply of water 
fax referre, and to let as much in to the towii as 
Is judged neccflfary, a great lock of feven gates 
was iuilt acrofs the Zna below the third cat- 

4. Hht ZioL and the Tvertza were united by a 
catial, B^ginnhigfrom the fources of theTvertaa ; 
Aiid a lock conftfaftcd at the end of' the canak 

r 

5. The natural courfe of the Zna was fhut upf by 
Iwo lodes in ^ town (at a and fr), one of 
#hich may al(b fei^ve for a paffage. 6; A canal 
was dug^from the Zna to the Shliha, at the end 
of which is the fock of the Zna. 

The feveral canalff are fapplicd with water, and 
the veflfeh navigated from the Tvertza into the 
canal of the Zna, by fhefbllowing operation. 

The locks of Ehttihina, thofe of o and b in tlif 
town, and that of the ^lia being flitit, the lock 
of the Tvcrtza is opened ; the waters of the Zna 
and Shlina are conveyed through the canal of 
the TvcTt2a into that river ; and the barks pafs 
into the Z-naat Vifl>n&i*Volofhok. "Wheh a fixf- 
ficient number are admitted, the lock of the 
Tvertia is iliut ; and the waters being raifed t<t 
a certain level (which feldom takes naorc tlwrtt 

BBS . two 



two Or ^rce days), by means of the lock of 
fpven. gates^:t;hat of the ?na'is opened.;; and the 
'harks ar^ gradually let.do^ji ji, finall fall,. to the 
pumber of about twenty '}n,^^,n hour, : At night 
the \ffck is. ihut. If on tl^e. following day there 
\& fujEficient depth, the . baijkjs :continu,e defcei^* 
jng thrpygh.thelock of ?a?^2nA; or, if not^ th^j 
pmft f epj^jn .yptil a fuffi(;:ieiit body of water if 
fiolle(Sle<Jp: ^H*tving . \>y thefe' means all pajTed 
jntp the Shlina, they proceed, without mternip- 
tion, through the lake Maflino to the. beginning 
pf the Maf^.; ; where a lo^k has '^em lately, qpa^ 

^i\ftt^jj;jjrhichhoWs the.watq;5.Qf.th» Ifiikp in 

'* __ " * 

jgfei:ve; ^y this refervpir.the uavigaticfflf ift fa 
greatly f^ilit^ted^ that^the- lock of the ^na 
feging lliut, ^ and, : that gf- tbe^ Tvertza ppen, th« 
Tvertza, which was forip^rjy^almoft: ^y ;4ur- 
'mst f<^fi^*L>^eeks, is now gciveraUy navigable, 

eyeu.iifctb.en)i4ft pf ^TO^Mr: witJiin.tvo,jdayi| 
after thcr^paffage of th^/barjcs: i^ . fprnigj thp 
fupply>f water, from % n^elAing.of ^th^ fEjqws, 
is fo c^^ifiderahle, that the. Jcjfiks. hofch .of, tha 
IJCvertza ajid of the Zna are open at the famqi 
•time. ...... r 

^^ Sevcrai rivulets falling into the Mafta are con* 
fined by locks,, which being opened fucceflively 
as the barks are pafling, fill the river, and render 
|he fhallows navigable ; and, being again clofed, 
form perpetual refervoirs of water : this opera- 
r ^ fi tioA 



d Yi CA^Al!. Of VliPHNtl^VOLdS-ftdK. <>73 

• • « 

ti^n id performed five or fix times iif the fummen 
By fome other works. latefy conftrufted, a Confi- 
durable addition of wateir has been obtained ; 
and it is e^cpedlcd, that the Tvertza will become 
always navigable, and the lock of the Mafta 
will, only be fliut for a Ihort time. 

The boats employed on this occafion are tour- 
ed by ten horfes-up tiie Tvertza to'^ Viflm^i- Vo- 
loihok, between tea and twelve miles a day ; 
froift which place they are ^owed as far as No- 
vc^brod. Each bark is provided with at leaft* 
ten men ; thofe which are laden with hemp re- 
quire- twenty-two. At Nofliino and Baflatino 
they change pilots, and take in ten additional- 
men to pafs the upper and fmall catarafts. At* 
Apezenfkoi Radok, at the head of the great ca-' 
t^^rads, they procure another pilot arid two affif- 
tants; and, on account of the rapidity of the 
Current, increafe their complement generally to 
fi:jtty men. The fall of the river is 122 f yards^ 
perpendicdlar in twenty miles ; and the ftream- 
€o violent, that the boats not unfrequently flibot*^ 
along this fpace within the hour; but they ^re 
fometimes daflied againft the rocks or overfet by 
axrcident ; in the year 1 778 above thirty were loft. 
<Prom the foot of the great cata rafts, the pilot of 
Vifhnfei-Voloihok fteer&the bark 120 miles fur- 
ther through feveral ilioalsi whicK have laWy 
beien confiderably reduced, ^hd alnltfft- levelled.' 
' ' ' B B 3 '^ In 



lo ipiiiig the vefTf Is cao be allowed to draw ftf 
feet water ; in (Umqier only 96 inches. In an« 
tumn the navigation from Viihu^-Yoloihok to 
Peteriburgh is performed in little HM>re than 9k 
month in fummer in three weeks i and in fpring 
only a fortnight is required. In the year 1777i 
3485 barks pafled through the canaL 

The veflels being fteered down the Mafta, 
acrois the lake Ilmen to Novogorod, defcefid ti^ 
Yolkofy and enter the Ladoga canal, a plan of 
which is annexed to that of yifbn^i«VtJ<^lidk4 
Thi^ canal was begun in 1 7 1 8, by order erf Pe-i 
ter, and finiihed during the reign of the emprefi 
Anne : it was carried at firfionly as far as the Ka^ 
bona, a rivulet which enters the lake to the eaft 
of Schluflelburgh ; but now reaches, without ia*» 
terruption, from the Volkof to the Neva. The 
length is 67 milfs and an half, and the breadth 
70 feet ; the mean depth of water in funnner ia 
feven, and ip fpring ten feiet; it is fuppUed by 
the Volkof and eight rivulets. The barks enter 
through the fluices of the Volkof, and go out 
through thofe of ScliluffclbMrgh. In 1 77a» 49f ? 
y^els pafled through the CB^al of I^ogf(« 

Aifcheme has been latdy projefted, to form % 
water coipipunication between the Ladoga and 
Biejp OiBero to the Riina 1 in order to unite th^ 
WhHfi Sk^ jftnd the Baltic^ and improve Xhfi in* 

\^^ cQinmerce betweeii Archap<|cl *ad ?eter& 
9^ burgbi 
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hw^h. The only part of thi# plan yerfinifted; 
is a! Aort cut pf about feven vaAles from the ViiP 
kof to thfe Sja5. 

THc grand projeftof ttttttingithe<?afpian:aTtd 
th* Baltrc^n^ith the Black Sei, by the junAion 
of the Don and Volgia; was platined by Petet 
the Gffeat.. Thefe two rivers approach eacfi 
4^her witliin the difttence of 40 miles in the 
province of Ailracan; and two rivulets, tfee 
Ilofla, which falls into the Don, and the Ca- 
maihinika, into the Volga, are only feparat- 
cd by an interval of five miles. Could thefe 
two rivulets be made navigable, and united by a 
canal, the Black Sea would be joined with the 
Cafpian and the fialtiCt With this view Peter 
fent Perry ♦, an Englifh engineer, to the fpot : 
the canal was begun under* his inipedion, and 
a cut made the le^igth of a mile and an half; 
but the fcheme was dropped, from an idea that 
it was not pn&icable. Being revived, however, 
by the late emprefs, proftflfor Lovitz was en* 
trufted with the execution. Haying tak(^ a 
level of the ground betweeinriferllofla and the 
Caniaihinika, he traced^^bttt toe canal, and was 
preparing to begin the work ; when, in 1 774, he 
was wantonly murdered by the impoftor Pugat- 
<rlwf The dire£l diftance b(Stween the two rivu* 

. • Sec lfvnf% Sute of Ruffia, 
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lets ison^y^ five .^lilfs:;^ bfitftliietgr^^diflrculty 
V;ould ctonfiflj in, iJjeep^^Mf g,|lieiR bf fia, ;and pro- 
curing a fupply of water fufffcient ' to* r^der 

theiupavignWe, , TlmiJ?Wy^}^^^^y^,r^&m^y ^ 
40 miles firomir the Vo^^ amj^H^l^ndTca^riage bey' 
jog extreiBely, cheap and f^ff , [the advantages 
refulting from the, preceded canal would be 
fcarcely equivalent to -^lefj^xpjs^c^pf foroung 
it . 
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. :T 4^^ .-^^^^7 ^^^^J^J^if^ji .abwt 9 o'clock, (as I wai 
JK^ p^epciring to go^ to PeterhofT^ to meet tbe empe- 
ror) one of my fervants canjie runniiig into my room 
«]Hrith a frighted countenance^ an^ told me there was a 
,great vipppar; at the . other end of the town,, that the 
^uard9> having pautinied, were affembled, and talked of 
nothing lefs thaa dethroning the emperor; he could tell 
. me jxo circuraftancesj, and could give me no anfwer to 
^|iie only queftion I aiked, ,i>amely^ if the emprefs was 
in town. But about a quaiit^r^pf an. hour after, one of 
tbei gentlemen of our fadory came in and inforjqiied.me 
that the emprefs was in town, and that ihe had been, bjr 
;^e guards, ,and the other troops of the garrjifon, de- 
jplared theii: eniprefs andfovereign; and thatfhe was 
l^hen at^Mally a.t the Cafanflci church, to^ hear the T^ 
Deum fimg upoa t]ie. occaiion. He added the circum* 
.fiances of. pripce Geprge of Holftein Gottgrp's beijiff 
. made s^ pfi^oner,^ as ly was endeavouring to make his 
-afcape oi|t;.i9f the town., ^ This account was confirmed 
^|o^ al^ ggjp't€r3,^and we uj^derilood the fe veral fupreme 
^l|f ges jui tlie^ empire^ .^^4«.^ ^P^ Sf^^l* P^^pl^ ^^^^ 



dien taking t^ oaths of fidelilgr to the new emprefs, 
•t the guards and otbef regiments had alr^y done. 

This furprifing revolution was brought about an<t 
aeiQplet«l in a little more than two hours, without one 
drop of blood being fpUt> or anjr a6l of infolenoe com- 
mitted; and all the quarten of this city, at any dif> 
taooe from the palace, efpecially the ftreet where I and 
mofi part ^ his iui(jefly*s £ib|eds n^de, were as quiet 
as if nodiiog had happened ; tfie only uoyeUj to be feen 
were fome piquets plaoed 9A the bridges, and ibme of 
the horfe guards patroling through the ibrefts, in order 
to prefenre the public tranquillity. 

As fooo as %kt guards aiSemUed in the morning, fe» 
Teral detachments were fent to the Peterhoff Road, to 
binder any inteliigence from being fent to the ernpe^ 
rot; and this piece of duty was performed with fo moch 
diligence and 6xa6ttiefd, that no one p^rfon got tkitrngh^ 
except the matter of the horie, Monfieur Nariflcin*' 

About ten o^clock in the evening, thfe emprefs march* 
ed out of town on hbrfeback, at thfe hdad of twelve or 
fourteen thoufand men, and a great train of artiHery, 
and took the road towards Peterhoff, m order to attack 
th€ emperor at thai place, or Orrfniebaum, or wherever 
they fhotild rh^et' him; and next da^ in the afternoon 
we received the account of his imperial majefty^ havw 
tng furreiidered ^lis perfon, and refl^ned his crown, 
without one ftroke being ftruck. The few circumftances 
pfthis^ great event thai I haN^ebeen atfe to pick up, and 
\vHic1i appear t^ be Utithentic, ihouj^h I* will not war- 
rant them j^lf, are as foltew, viz. That this affair had 
b^en long conti-Wing, but' was huftened' in'the ex^ecutjon 
by one of the confpbators having been arrt(*fted two 
idays b^foi^^ up6n foir^ ra(h woidks that bad fallen from 
him ; lipon which fome of the others cotrccmcd, for ftalr 
pf the whole conf^iracy being difcoveredjj *had t^ome 14 
ih^ r«15^fftion 6f going imniediately to Wofk; and ih 

coufequence^ 



jNmftqneiitey had lent Monf. Orlour, omecf tfaeHuffiai 
officers in the gaard», to apprise die emprefs of this cir- 
<rnroftiHicei ainl to reprefent the oeceffitj of her retum- 
Spgto town without lofs of time. That this gendenMOi 
^ad gut to Peterhoff between three and fbmr in ih^ 
ttoming, and halving got admittiaiioe into her majefty'a 
tiedcbamber^ had informed her of her danger upon whidi 
ibe had> as foon a&fte was dreffi9d> flipt out of the palacf 
by n bacic door, and npder the oondn^i of MonC Qrlow, 
without one fervant of either Ibxi^ had, after fome ac« 
eklenls^ fnch as their horfes being tired and knocked up. 
■got to town about fix o'clock, and went dae£i\y t6 tfaa 
iasfemes of the Xmacklowflcj gaardt, which fbe fonnd 
finder arms, ready to receive ber,. with their colonel, 
the Hetinaa Bofamowiky at th^ir head. That her nia^« 
jefty irom thenoe proceeded to the Sinionowfky regi-« 
ment, and then (o that of Prebbraatniky, and was by 
the whole condnAed to the palace, where every thing 
pafle4 in th^ manner above mentioned. I mnft bb^ 
iTervc, that the foment of horfe-guards, of which 
prince George was colonel, wasamongft the firft that ap^ 
peared in the revolt, am) ihewed the greateft animofity 
againft the^ oqiod^l and the late governipent ; and thai 
$M the (roopft tdok the oaths without heflution, except 
feme of the officers of the emperor's own regiment of 
cumffiers, who i^fed it at^rit ; and fome of them, I 
beheve, are ftiU in arreft for perfifting in. their reftifal. 
« As fi)r the emperor, he bad not the fmalieft inform^^ 
tion, nqr the lipaft fufpictou of this afCair, till betweeti 
eleveii an4 twelve o^cloclt;^ when being on the way froni 
Oraniebaom tb Peterhoff, he was. met by a fervant ibafr 
on by the mailer af the horfe^ who inibrmed him how 
matters ftQo4 in town. His imperial ^ajeily procee<(-« 
ed to Peterhoff, and there leamec) the circup^il^nces of 
^e eroprefs's leaving that plaoe, whieh hml been con«-: 
ee^]e4 till M^d fi'Om the Mi^ rad other coiners, by 



]i»r'b^«ol»tnbef womatiV^preteiidiHg; tli^.llie cnprefii 
^•sindifp6red:aiid arbed; 

. Jiomi that moment the unhapp j ' empercnr feems ta 
iMYe liDfrfaimfelf, aUd there was nothiag but defpair anil 
coofiBfott amoagii the fmall number of/ his at!Uodaiit% 
juid Qo.irefolution was taken till very late in Ibe eveii^ 
Big»% That hb imperial mt^efty, witih all bis» trmxi^ 
gentlemen and ladies^ w^ent oir boar4 a gallejr that rode 
liefi>ii& Peterhoff, and rowed over to Cronftadt^ in the 
Itopes of being received there; but the commiffioner* 
from the admiralty,, fent down irom Peteriburgh^ had 
got the ftart of them, and utrhen the'emperer ap*> 
pffoached the haven,* he was hot only refiified admk^ 
.tanee^ though he declared who be was^.bnt-waa threats 
ened to be firedupon» 

Tbi^ augmented the confiifion wni deipair, and the 
galleyy with the other boats, returned to this 6de, but 
l^ing different ways, fome to Peterhciff, and otbmrs to 
Omioebaum ; amongft the laft was the emperor, wkh a 
lev attendants, and on the morning of Saturday, he 
fent prinee Giletzin, the vice*chancel]or, and major- 
general Ifmaelow, to the empreis, with fom^ propofals* 
Afler fome time, Ifmaelow retiirned*.with ibe Deed of 
Refignation of the Crown, wbieh 'the en^eror figned 
tmmedtateiy, and then going into -a* cdhch with that 
g^tleman, taking the road to Peterhoff,. aiid.ha& not 
beenieen fince; and I have not beeqi nUe to learn 
where he was coodu^^ed.ta.- . ItJs &i(^'(that in the dted 
abcrve mentkmed, there was a daufe, pxami&cig the em-- 
l^'wfr liberty to retire into Holitein; >Thusr ended this 
extraordinary and imp<ia:tant affair j iiiidiber imperii 
maje%, after hAKiog pafled the night' at a conntrjr 
k6ttfe of prince Kujcakior'a, r returned to .town yeftdrday: 
xrvorning on horieback}, andafter having' heaixl mafs kt 
the new admimUjr.chmivshi which was confecrated that 
d^y, w$nt directly to thefununer pa2aee>. where ihey 
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ii^4^ j^n^jmhem aU farto of ^oj^Je: fpc ioinehottrft- 
^tatff ^dmitt^lo-kife hw hand. », A«jibr lia. fowgriibtrT 
nift^ai.'WQ /^aqh/pfviis! n^cseived jQQpiee of- the inclofe*: 
g^^p 0n fc»,t#rd^y.er€rfng;:apdt,wejww w^t focaiikHT 
^ficatip^ 9fr|h$titil|i4 wbea ivie^aoQ'jtoto admitted to/<he' 

I have the honour hkewife to ttanfmit to j^ou .^e ina^i 
^^ffyf pf}l^#>by'^«wthoj»ilj|,>/i^ith: 'the tranfiatton^ in 

t^bfeb«y>iHif¥iilv&^. ^«^^ :gf^ iftse&^ i& laid mp^wtfaex 
fllf^n^iU -^^f^^ oomHuded'/i^ tibehicnemy; iiottiritb»t 
ftaodi«gdiRhiQfab m \>wrQn: Gott<i>f«hoflattehded ih^fem^* 
|)eirQr ta^ ;}a^ man letuming^o^tpwii) he rviraa iniSt?off^ 
tliifiiro^d b}}i^oof«jUlftifiew, wl]«>/ bjr bcder of thtt^jsmr^ - 
prQiH«:i|f&iQd Wti)(:l}mtihe>had M&idg tofe^r^aMbtbat^ 
he:;iii.ight;.: 4^6^'^^^*^^ .Omtmi>a«aft:&or artdajf ocT 
Mw*^ or pr.d^Aid to '' P^terlbargfhs; aniw^q^er .efijo^ttiet-S 
iAg^apfoiiMe^rtO: Attend; bim\ tco^tir plaee;- bub he: 
ql^Qfing tb^ $>ovuyU now Qt bisf. itoide hefe, .inipaBtfieiirt 
ff^oni; ,blt<^ fWlMi^t is mo&firiBibjjfc^fley AlMkmld^i 
fpre4 bim, thgal the ©mpTefe WMrpvfi^-mUi^ifpQifeAl 
tpw^rds;CoJ[tivftti«i^ hift Pruffiaii p(^^^ ...i 

^ The H^^n^n w^,, I hear, i iwlhl^^emi -Vilfebois«i4T 
Moj^f. .E^nifl, the. great-KtafccTn fdVecoor/ tbe.priifcijpdT 
P^rfw* W l^OD^isg *bottt Abijg/*#r»tatiWi, eddikindevt 
%J? .^he,brafcbw Qriow W«re^»bdipoJSb^Bfted.aifdii:l»l 
»v4.^F^^;^t>pt tbe.mpft, fi»gi»fa-jcsirtti«iiaai^ 
wJ*?lfi. »*;tba.t .theipt^:^.i?eivdei«r<Miil ^«»//tlleiho4fo?ofl 
the prineef* Baflikow, a yQ!ifegiiiily'»otf}abaf**irenly> 
y«ai^ ojdi 4wgbtartp qqun^ B©»a|rt J^\toB^TW.tttt- 
^w> fifter to ithe late f[H»o^ri^^ ^ii^iteU^ Mkd .niteeitxkf 
the.cliancelJor; it is ;e?Ktain\ib^Ub«,bbi«i aipwifcipai^ 
ftxare in contriving and 4Jarryi<^g^n^'con^irifcy,ifrw 
tbe.beginningtotheconci^fioj|^:,HK^ .; , ^^i ;) ., 
r^ Of all men the Hetn)aafe«pi^4 to pdffeft tb^ gr^tteft^ 
%are ift the mfonup^t^ ^fjgi^fgfi\^^^pt^^,^j^t>^: 

\'^ day* 



diiysbefim Iik fe]| he dfaed «i lotfOid tUlfiima^ 
oomtrj bmife> wtid was upcm'thal eccaAoil feoei^ped' 
andfcnrcd wHhtiK'greateft unrks of ' dulj^^ ceal» and 
adtachmenty on the part of both bfothen, alMl whett he 
letoroed to Onm^antii^ the lietm«a UMI fini^M 
to Pcteifaoff to Goneert mottcrt wllk the erapiefr. It 
is a difpute what part tl|e e|wB9heilei& Seltawdow had^ 
iathisafinr. 

0» Fridi^ cteniugi hefaf^die «ra{ffdsr||A Ait towiti 
ihe dUpeftched an oiket to teiog ba«^ oomtB eftwc hc f 
to Peteifbiifgfa, and it iattooghthe will hane a oottH^ 
derabieihare intlie admiaifiratioa^ i« theiaeta tiaii^ 
MoofLPaviD 10 thwperlbo that tahiul' moft ttpoa ham, 
thoiighi»tb the dbani^lbr Govnt Wbroaoow^ aud ^ 
chaiidaibc ptindie Gafitriciti, contiaue hi their places* 
The fafmer csnoe to towa on Fridays evening, and-gsiag 
dixeOfy to cllllrt^lfaa kpknibly well reoevvedv and pra* 
nifed the easpiefs's protedion ; 'however^ at hnown de-- 
Atfif he.had two. ofioors^ef the guards pet ahoet fain 
far the SbA fwo^t^ys^hot now they ^^e tahen off, and 
hs..9ees on io'tlie fiin^iaat of his office ; tns lady waa 
not at eotort till Saiaiaf; having conti^wed wiHi ttie em^ 
pbmr to the end^ aod^ Weviag' been ev<in at Cronfladt 
with.Ua9> and wheirfhi kUbd the emprefs^a hand, flte 
toeiLoff heriiiboiiofiSi^Gatliarine^ and offering it to 
httimfetltlmtj^, ftnd>cihe tuftw aiked for it, and 
now Ud-itatrharftet ;'tel theeni^iefei mote ohUghigfy 
leoltliit). ixti with her oww hand pat it a^ala oftr th^ 
ceoBtefr Wofoneow'drike^ldeK'.c ^ 

:Wieh/iegaid io4bi^ffi^iv«8' of tliilt 'p6<rolatiott, it m' 
phlin-diatithe tah^ c^sy'irf'tfae dkrrebl^ds was the- 
prin'cipal^joined t(^4h^'iii^1^'of 1;h^ clergy; the next 
watyAheieTisrh difo^itte ttMcb tihe e^rnperar endeavour- 
ed to introduce ai»o1%ft' the tf^op^s^ b^^ally the 
gaatsbr^,'Wh6 had Men'^*ai^%Men^^¥a '-giyni Idleneis atid 
Ikrpnd^andthedifedMe^itiKttoHg them^Was herght^ned^ 
I, :. by 
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hf the rdbfatiott his impa-iaJ majefty bad tnk^n, of 
/crarryiagagreia'pftrtof thit^(9rp« imtoGittoany witii 
him in W exp^dWoft agakifi Denmark \ which wttii 
iti€0fiw* difagreefftWe to the whole nation, wfco'^^jiBradh* 
ed greatly tbefr he^ng dpwrn intc new expenses iHid 
n«v dftflgert, for recaVering Ae iJiM^y bf Sehlefivii*^ 
whidft they ^ohfiaefed as a ^mng <Agea iti itfelf; amf 
intirely indifferent to Ruffia ; and that? aftef the emperor 
hadjttft'fticfifiied! (he conq^efe hi^ % the Buffian 
antt% and ithioh ftiight have been ef great ittip^rta»ce 
t»thtsatii{»tt)eytd bis frienAblp forihe kirtg of Rr#ffi«, 
which however ^b^F defif^s fbr p^a^e^ would^ hare iMd^ 
t^m iim only pflt «ip witfiy to^ tkpptove. - - 

Several bA|gt» little cinBtlniAatlfdda -^[^litly ^xftgg^rafef* 
cil, ahdi rtrtfittfy i^Fefe»te4 iadd ftiipiwed, cbnirihufce* 
to^ the foQ 0f thkinbappy pHnc^ Vbo-hhd mimy md^ 
knt^^adtoJeg^aWd wh6 n^nw ^.a lri«>lcti« wottJ^^^o*. 
ttetf in «lMf'coftrie of .bi» Aort reigns but? wte^fr^m.«:ti 
abhorriBMe i* bofioieft, owing t«> a bad «G(a<;a^ii^ nfid 
the unhappy ^oiee rf fat^ottdtieiy n*io ^eoiiii^g^ bitii; 
iii it, let ^erjr ttiiiig ro» itM ^ionMtom, and by a dlf- 
takea hbtijii he had le^nei^ittdr of bating ibouredtlie; 
aflrei5i«9a6 ^^the nation^ byithagiieat fa^anrs bt lad fa^ 
liobly beftowed^pon then aftat? ^hia Atf^ nMMliilg tb» 
l^r^ne^ fcdiioto^teniodoleiieatfaiL f«ei»ity)|iiatpro^ed>ib<N' 
tal lobim. T^ ebiicladei not otA^fiylntii^^t^ip^UimM 
df fenfe and dilbiernmenft, ihongbt tibay/co«ldpei««i^^ 
latterly, in this prinoaya^ohfidaraUa cha»geibDlii7lriia|: 
he was for- foihd> ttoW«h#: Wler Us aMefflon^ tai i;!^ 
peitpetoat iMt^y m whteb be U^^^^ ami' dNf flaitizy )b« 
met with ^oni the rite peoj^e «b9iH hiaa, had !» ftate 
meafiiie i«ilbifti*d"ht9 underftandbig. I omftoi^^tbat 
I had no apprebenfiob ttiat ibis T6wloli4)Xf,wukbhai>. 
p^n^fo ibon^^ bOl^l waaf aI«i^y»of apiniab, tbat^ if berleft. 
bia domiluMd> *e ran^a great i&&^^ nevar ftUimngto. 
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Aetn ^ aBd;fof that r^f^n I .made afe (ff ^Vtsrjr m^azni, 
I ooiild thiofc of i^ divj^; him from ;tb»t :expeditioDy 
lomeUmes by reprefenting Ijbe dangetto :Qtb0Ys, who{ 
liad t^ honour, to approach his perfcm^ . and a title, to 
offer hiia their adyy;^; wbefchet ^ley di^ ^tbeir : duty in. 
dug poinV particularly prioce George 1 1, cannot fay,, 
fcut if they did^ the event haa (heWn that it wnis all tor 
aopurpofe* 

JuIy.'S-ia. Laft night, about lOo'cto^iIx^ocdveda! 
m^iiage from the nuift^r 4aif th« ceremonies,; defirbg- me 
to be at qourt this m^niiig at fsleyen i aad^iiaviitg goim* 
tiiijyt^Cji^oidingly fgiuod greajt ntinpiben^ of people, and 
amongft the reft, my brethr^^ the foreiga niinifters, and 
we were fooxi.ai^.jcari3kd.ipto>the jeqay^^ apart- 
il^ents, and prefealed. tp h^c by; the <j2#pc^U(H' ; ; in kiiP>. 
ulg h^ 4 WV^^ n^jefty's. l^d, ; 1. toek th« Dppoiptunity, 
of vv^ibing .her a.hap)^;f^ n^n, (and jpf/^miaku^g h^ra 
inroper ciHUidimen^,: ii^ the . Icingfs MiamQi> .wbich wa^ 
kindly. yeoeivei .'agrt^ireturned in Vecy^liMai^ltfc^e tetmi^: 
^0^ tHK>n*the wholey/my^rfiC^-tic^i waft viei^^ood* , , 
. InQipuld obferTe .tl|QtQoiint^nance9.;<)f ^i]^.of, myi, 
bn^Uren co'n$deraU:^(^)lmt^:^ . t«h^ ^h^^f^ ^p^riticu-^ 
larlj^'dlofe 9f the' 1^^.ien^jpy9<d^ 9fitt|a imperial 
mAhnSeiiM^ a-pr^paiiit^^ tjbftj oiiijjlteosbhari^: i^re^y: 
b^iiiBBiai) S4>^oQiiuA ]Qxfiff^chef, fqiiihf(JXh io leaver 
iteAsi^^i(M'iuiixy,iabd^^i:e^ iato^Sln^i iatiJ^;^: fame^ 

l;jpM^^«dei% werelitewife difj^atched.t^g^m^i^l Panin, to. 

goitadririla?th^comhtoiid:Qfcg^n^^^ ar-. 

mfi te4 JbaliriogitfcJbgi<ibiUke««^«ri«^<^|^ all this, 
gi*e?ffol**p€^pfeith^i^lolioiid th« thiftopftttinpiay.have- 
€9d«rlame&^pr tb«ii(^st4f k^F^ Uie;Vhole, or fome 
ymb QiE^iiat';cQ»nlry,:iK0i^i4hft4nding J^^ JNt^|^a<;e. 
-t'PQirtfc«MiJaetfifeTac.gtiod\dealftfii^% to be 
A&iwidlipi the jute&.9f the courti^rsi^ feme for the bet- 

.^ ? ' . moft 






APPENDIX. 385 

imoft important figure, were the Hetman, Mons. Paniri, 
and that gentleman Mons. Orlow, who is mentioned in 
the former part of this letter ; he is made knight of St. 
Alexander, and chamberlain. Amongft the ladies, the 
piincefs of Daflikow was diftinguiflied by the order of 
St. Catharine, the emprefs having given her the rib* 
band flie wore herfelf before (he put oh the Blue. Her 
father and fifter are under confinement in count Ro- 
moinzow's houfe. It is faid that the emperor, in making 
his terms, defired only three things, his own life, and 
grace for his favourate lady, and for his adjutant briga- 
dier Godowitz, who is likewife under arreft. There 
have been feveral promotions made, particularly of new 
fenators, in which number the vice chancellor is; but 
I refer myfelf to my next, in which I fliall tranfmit the 
mofl; exacft lift 1 fliall be able to procure. 

Prince MenzicofF, after being made general in chiefs 
and knight of St. Andrew, was difpatched to Mofcow 
on Friday evening, to proclaim the emprefs in the ca- 
pital. 

You cannot fail, fir, of being tired of this long in- 
coherent letter ; but in the hurry of the times, all I can 
do is to throw together as many particulars as come to 
my knowledge, and I truft to 'your indulgence for my 
pardon. In the mean time, having received no orders 
from you fince your letter of the 8th June, I (hall con- 
clude this, with afluring you I am with great refpeiSl, 

Sir, 

Your moft humble and moft obedient fervant, 

Robert Keith. 

P. S. Baron Goltz was not Vt court for want of 
clothes, it having been infinuated in the meffage from 
the matter of the ceremopies, that it was expeded he 

VOL. Ill, ( eg would 
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would come to court in other clothes than regimentali, 
but having none of that kind ready^ be cannot be pre- 
fented till next court day. 

Baron Lutzon> the Mechlenburg minifler^ was at court 
amongft the reft^ he left a card at my door laft night. 
Both Mulgonow and Wolkow are in airefl. 
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No. 2. 

tIST of the RUSSIAN NAVY in Oaober 1778- 



Ships of the Line. 



\ 



Names. 






Guns. Station* 


When built. 


1.- EzEKIEL - 


* 


b 


80 — CronfUdt 


% 


1773 


2. IMot - 


m 


» 


74 — Ditto 


to 


«77« 


3* St. Andrew 


- 


- 


74 — Ditto 


to 


1770 


4. Clement 


m 


- 


74 — Ditto 


m 


1770 


5, Tchefiui 


«• 


m 


74 — Ditto 


tm 


1770 


6. Vladimir 


* 


m 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1771 


7. Vekcflaf 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1771 


8. De Neifs 


• 


* 


66 — Ditto 


to 


1772 


9. America 


* 


- 


, 66 — Ditto 


- 


ms 


10. Pcriflaf 


^ 9 


- 


66 — Ditto 


to 


1772 


II. Vfevolod. 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


• 


1769 


12. Demitri Donikl 


- 


m 


66 — Ditto ' 


- 


177 1 


13. Pam and Euftatia 


- 


" 


66 — Ditto 


to 


1770 


14. Vi^or - 


- 


m 


66 ~ Ditto 


to 


1771 


15. Europa 


M 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1768 


16. Saratof 


- 


•■ 


66 — Ditto 


■- 


1765 


ly. Pobeda 


- 


m 


66 — Ditto 


to 


1770 


18. Ratiflof 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


to 


1769. 


19. Miranoiitz 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


to 


177* 


20. Pobidnaibvitz^ rebuilding 


66 — At Cro^^t. 




21. Count Odof 


- 


- 


66 — Revel 


-to 


1770 


22. Alexander 


« 


* 


66 — : Ditto 




1772 


23. Boris and Giebb 


* 


- 


66 — Ditto 


W 


»77S 




m 


fl» 


66 — Ditto 

« « 


- 


^77S 


25. Afia - . - s 


- 


- 


66 »— Ditto 


• 


1773 


a6. Unknown 


- 


m 


66«— .Croftft^c^t 


m 


J777 


2y. Ditto - 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


1777 


2$. Ditto - 


* 


- 


66-^ rtttto 


to 


1777 


29. Ditto - 


- 


- 


66 — Ditto 


- 


m? 


^0. Ditto » 


* 


- 


66 «« Ditto 


- 


^777 




« 


9 C 


2 
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m 

SHIPS of the Line ready to launch, and building, 



31. Ready to launch 

32. Ditto 

33. Building 

34. Ready to launch 
35- Building 

36. Ditto - 

37. Ditto 

38. -Ditto - 



Guns. Station. 
74 — Pcteriburgh 
74— Ditto 
74 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
66 — Ditto 
f< .=« Ditto 
6b -- Ditto 



Names. 

1. St. Michael 

2. Kaflevoi 

i. Lee lie oi 
4. Polpeikoi 
5; Bohemia 

6. Hungaria 

7. Nv')rcle(koi 

8. Euftaiia 
'9. Pomofknoi 



i? R I G A T E S. 

Guns. Station. 
32 —. Cronftadt 
- - 32 — Ditto 
32 —^ Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32— Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto 
32 — Ditto* 



When builf. 

- 1774 

- 1774 

- 1773 

- 1774 

- 1774 

- 1774 

- .1769 

- 1768 

- 176* 



r 



:\IG ATES ready to launch, and building. 



j::. 'R^r.c!'/ to launch 

f\ 'Jt Mark 

£1. Ready to launch 

13. Building 

14. Building 
15". 'Building 



28 — Peteriburgh 
20 — Ditto 
20 — Ditto 
26 — Archangel 
20 — Ditto 



20 — Ditto 
' Praraes: I. Elephant, 36 guns; 2. unkno?«rn« 36; 3. Leopold, 
18 i 4. Barfa, 18. 
Oallics: ion atPeteriBiaghj 3 at Cronftadt 5 and 5 at Revel. 



N* - .* 



y 
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No. 3. 



GOODS exported in 382 Britifh (liips^ in 1777. 



Value. 



Quantity. 






,c. 


'/. 


1,283,279 ] 


Poods* 


of Irofl 


- ' 365^324 


12 


1,104,299 


- 


Clean hemp - ' 


- 353»375 


12 


92,950 


- 


Outlbot ditto 


27,885 





32'735 


- 


Half dean ditto - * 


9,165 


16 


84,008 


- 


Codilla ditto 


13,441 


I 


209,902 


•• 


12 head flax 


100,753 





25,470 


« 


9 head flax 


10,697 


8 


4^39^ 


- 


6 head flax 


1,582 


8 


36»627 


ife 


Cedilla ditto 


4.395 


• 

4 


J»373 


« 


Iflnglafs • 


8,238 





I3»5H 


«» 


Briftlcs - 


- " 24,325 


4 


8>774 


- 


Hides 


10,528 


16 


2,546 


- 


Wax 


6,110 


8 


27i>i73 


- 


Tallow 


119,360 





21,525 


- 


Old iron - 


1,722 





M57 


- 


Feathers - 


925 


12. 


70*838 


- 


Tart 


7,083 


16 


' 2^83 


aft 


" Pitch - . 


402 


8 


i>473 


- 


Rofin 


441 


16 


2,987 


- 


Cordage - 


1,194 


16 


359 


41 


Horfehair 


143 


12 



• A pood a= 36 Englifh pounds. 

f Before our unhappy difputes with our Colonies, we ufed to 
'procure our pitch and tar from America. lo 1776 we firft import- 
ed thefe commodities from Ruflia. They were fold at firft for only 
I/, the pood J but in 17779 t^ fold for 2j» and pitch at 3'/. the 
popi 

e c 3 Quantity » 



S9d AP?BNDI«» 

Value. 
Quantity- 

42 321b Rhubarb 
3 31b Beayercod 

i52,854Arihines* Broad diaper - «r 

337»^^3 " Narrow ditto 

8i|i55 - Broad linen • 

1,602,716 - Narrow ditto 

1^168440 - Crafli - . - 

^47,290 - Drillings 

23,429 Pieces of Fleems ' - •«> 

56,644. - Ravenduc^s 

1,^05 - Sail-cloth - •; 

3,500 - White fox-fldns 

5,000 - Hare-ikins 

1 8,454 Tchetwert f Linfeed - - 

17,986 - Wheat , 

157,083 Deals are about 80,000 dozen 

155 Poods of Potaih - - - 

499 - Carraway feeds 

226 • Annifeed 

^Jfii7 ' Old rags, old ropes, goats (kins, 

and oxen bones 
« 22 lb. Raw iilk ^ r 

52 ' - Linfeed oil - 

10,424 - Horfe tails, about 200 pood 

78 ^ Mails and bowfprits, and wax- 

candles 
205 Poods of Fox-ikin bags aiid weafel-ikin 

bags 
51 » - Hare-ikin bags and ikins of 

fquirrels 
SO - Ermine ikins 

'4»37^ * Ermine tails, and iable tails^ 

and mats - - ' 314 o 

» An arihine =* 28 inches. . -t 

'\ A tchetwert contains 5^ bulhels Winchcftcr meafare« 

^ ^ Quantity. 



£. 


#• 


846 


8 


590 


8 


3»36a 


$ 


iAP^ 


16 


1.83a 


4 


22,43g 





5,842 


4 


*3>7H 





37.598 


8 


67,972 


16 


2,107 





1,400 





200 





1I1072 


8 


lA^S^S 


16 


24,000 





• 77 


8 


149 


12 


5P 


8 

4 


3« 


1 

6 


' 5? 


12 


»S 


12 


200 





i»<H4 




1 


S3Z 


P 


IS 


U 


60 
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Vajuc. 

Ouantity. £- ^j 

57 Poods of Caviar - - "54 4 

1^13 Arihinies Checked linien - - ^^ 4 

,C. 1,293^10 14 

Cuftoms on exportation - £* 107,176 o 1 ^.j^gj^g j , 

Shipping charges 5 per cent. - 64,650 I2 1 

i>464»837 ^ 
C(»nmiifion 3 per cent, - - 43»94S 

T©tal fum of exports by Britiih (hips - £. 1,508,782 6 



GOODS imported by Briti(h fliips at Peterlburgh, ia 

J777. 

Value. 

Quantity. £- '• 

2,154 Poodi of Alum ^ - . '^ 775 ^ 

214 - Benzoin • • 2,565 o 

tp8a - Brimftone f • 985 U 

11482 - Campcachy wood • 4>592 i^ 

eyg - Chcefe • * •• 7^ 4 

1^ • Cochineal * < 51O40 O 

l^gg - Coffee * • ^ a,o6o 16 

Confedtionaxy • - 61 16 

Copper wrought and ui^wrought 120 8 

^8 ^ Cork - - - 660 o 

6 - Cond • - • 5^ ^ 

^o8 - Gum arable • - 129 16 

1,560 - Jndigo - - • 2^g6i 4 

58,804 - I^d - 2l>i69 8 

568 - Muftard « ' h3^^ " 

Oil - • . 623 16 



M 



5*4 • 

46 • Olibanum * . «• 9^ 

1,4^0 

V 



Pepper . - 3>4'8 *^ 

Pewter • • • 96 U 

ec4 Quantity^ 
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Value, 

Quantity. ^. ,^ 

2i\ Poods of Plates of gold and filver - 7*507 P 

243 12 

896 8 

1,636 4 

25>398 8 

182 8 

393 '« 

20,956 12 

7>034 ia 

6,880 8 

7,225 o 

55,642 12 

i7>364 o 

3>2I9 12 

589 i« 

1,986 o 

24,881 12 

9*652 16 

344 4 

215. 8 

342 16 

i>io8 o 

2,853 o 

133 o 

1,^87 o 

i>333 o 

2,t3« o 

9,490 8 

16 12 

: I 8 

*>033 12 

68 o 

19Q 4 

3«4 8 

Cutlery 



608 


- 


Rice 


54 


- 


Sugar refined - 7 
Ditto raw - J 


683 


- 


409 


• - 


Sa] ammoniac 


. I5>874 


- 


Tin . . , 


60 


- 


Tobacco and ihufF 


98 


- 


V^rdigreafe 


206,816 


Arfliinej 


J Bays - • - 


100,494 


- 


Calimancoesandcamblets - 


• 32,412 


* 


Camblets 


164 205 


- 


Cottons fvir printing 


7.«32 


- 


Cloth fine - l 

ordinary - J " 


162,007 


• 


144,125 




Cottons, velvets, velverets, &c. 


45'99S 


- 


Druggets 


9828 


- 


Flannels 


*• 16,225 


- 


Phlug and fhag 


365,896 


- 


Shalloons . . . 


J37.89S 


-• 


Tabouretts - .... 


. 


• 


Clothes ready made - . 


• 


* 


Hats 


- 


, 


Linen and printed handkerchiefs 




* 


Muflin and cambric 
Quilting , . . 




m 


Ribbands - . ' , 


y 


• 


Stockings - - . 




^ 


Sundry filk ftuffs , . 


1 


- 


Sundry woollen ditto - . 


r a 


f 


Toys and millineiy 
Butter 


■ 


- 


Capers - 




- 


Coals 


• 




Chefnuts * ^ 

Chryftal 

Currants, raifins, and figs - 
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- 


Value, 


V 


/ 


if. 


J. 


- 


Cutlery and hard^vare 


19,181 


16 


• 


Diamonds and precious ftones 


5*596 





• 


Earthen ware 

V 


5>«90 


12 


\ 


Fans 


, 20 


16 


- 


Frames for piftures * 


82 


16 




Furniture 


31* 


4 




Furs 


40 





• 


Hops - T 


24 







Lace and ruffles 


4(J2 


12 


- 


Leather drefled and undreffed 


519 


4 




Mathematical inftruments - 


1,458 







Mufical inftruments «• 


451 


|5 


• 


Mohair 


45 


16 


■ 


Nuts , - , 


45 


8 




Olives t w 


I 







Paper hangings 


258 


8 




Pearls 


I>00O 







Pencils and black lead 


674 







Pi6tures and copperrplates r 


3>6os 


8 


. 


Pickles 


37 


IS 




Pork and han^s 


S7 


8 


t 


Printed books • ^ 


6cyj 







Prunes ^ • 


94 







Stoughton's drops r 


13 


4 




Stone and marble 


822 







Snuff-boxes 


241 


13 


\ 


Tea - * 


35 







Tutinage , - 


141 







Whips and walking fticks - 


108 


16 




Wine and mineral water - 


434 





Quantity, 


Wood for coaches, furniture, Ice. 


7,070 


Q 


I3« 


Horfes - - 


2,920 





3» 


Pogs 


132 


12 


27,316 Keciesof 


Beaver fkins * 


27,3*6 


ta 


^19^7 


Bottles 




a,38o 


? 


3,282 Qogiheads fivton ale ^ ^ = 


26,255 






Quantity, 
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Vaioe. 

Qomtity. £' '• 

6u Coacbes and iuum^ ^ 2,084 4 

Clocks and watches • II9I42 16 

191 Pczen Cyder - • ^54 1^ 

I195 Anchors of French bnuidy • - 781 16 

1^556 Chcfts of Oranges and lemons - 5,817 iz 

ic^703 ' ^^^^ ^^^^ ~ * I4'^44 4 

116 Reams of Paper - • 45 4 

13 Anchors of Shmb and mm •' 98 8 

61 Hogiheadsof Vinegar - « 147 >^ 

8iindi7 drugs and colours - 865 

Sundry finall articles - 590 16 

iC-4*3>94« U 
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No. 4, 
STATE of the JEIUSSIAN ARMY, 1785, 

I Regiment horfe guards* 
J Ditto foot guards. 

Preobraftuniky'f ' 

Ifmailofsky. 

Semenofsky. 

Tiii$ corps is called lO^ooo men » but does not «cc^d 3>QOO| im4 
pfobably nevtr will. 



■s 



1ft. DiTifion.-^t. PETERSBUBGH und PLESCOF. 

1 Field Marihal. 
S peneral in Chief. 
4 Lieutenant Genends^ 
7 Major Generals. 



f Rei^ment caiabiaers. 

Plefcof 
I Dittos dragoons. 

SuFtteriburgli 

Totalcavaby - 



Number of mei| 
and officers* 

94* 



1,87* 



3,814 



INFANTRY^ 



996 



AFPEKDIX. 



INFANTRY. 



g Regiments, grenadiers. 

life grenadiers: 
Sophiiik 

14 Field regiments. 

Revel -• - 
Beloverflcoy. 
Plefvcrikojr. 
Koporikoy. 
ArchangcL 
Navaginik* 
Refan. 
Velikolutfky. 
Tinguinfk* , 
Narva* 
Kexholm* 
Ncvfeky. 
StaroikoKk. 
, Negomiktf 



Number of mei« 
officers included. 

4.188 

4,188 



■■ >■ 



2,094 



29»$i6 



Total ift diviiion 



40,506 



mm^mmt^r* 



^^m0 



4td Divifion.— UKRAINE, 



1 Field Marihal. 
I General in Chief. 
3 Lieutenant Generals. 
I Major Generals. 



I Regimen^ 



A P F H; KT D I X. 



5^7 



I Regiin«nt> cuiraiHers. 
St. George 
10 Regiments, carabinicrs. 

Kiof - - - ' 

Tchernigofvi 

Severik. 

Glukof. 

Sophiifk 

Lnbenlkoy. 

Tver. 

Neyinfk. 

Staradublk. 

FerejoilofF. 

6 Regiments, light horfe, 

'Achtiurfk 

KaHcoiF. 

Sumfk. 

Oftrogjflc. , 

Duteh>nifk. 

Sonifk. 

Total cavaliy 

7 Regiments, infentry. 

Tomik 

Sief. 

jBrianfk. 

£Utz. 

Riga. 

^uzdolfky* 

Polptfkoy. 



Total infantry 



Total ad diviiion 



Number of men, 

officers included. 

... 7^ 



942 
10 



6 



7 



9,420 



6,49s 



16,660 



14,65s 



• / 



3i»3*« 






3d DiviCQii.' 



•98 



▲ 9PCVDTX. 



Sd Diyifion.— MOSCOW. 



1 General in Qiief«. 

2 lieutenant Generalft 
4 Major Generals. 

s Regiment^f carabiniert • 

Moicow - . • 

Roftof . - « • 

I Rei^fflent^ cninifiiert* 

Cazan - - - . - 

Total of cavalry 
7 Regiments, infantry. 

St. Peterfburgh 1 
MotTcow - 3 



officers included 



9^ 
94« 



1^894 



74* 



- 9,696 



Grenadiers 



I 4» 



4>i8^ 
188 



Pennfkoy - 
Yaroikf. 



8.376 



5 



AlittopoUlc. 

Toola. 

Cafan. 

Total infantry t 

Total in&ntry and cavalry, 3ddiyifion 



10,470 



18,845 



aii47« 



4ili Diviiion.— EKATERINOSLAF and CRIMEA; 

• I Field MarihaL 
§ General in Chief. 
,5 lieutenant Generals. 
II Msgor Gencralst 

1 Regiment, 



Number of mea, 
1 Regimentt ctdrafilen. officelm iaduikd, 

Ekaterinoihf « ^ ^ * 742 
I Regiment^ Carabinien. 



Reian 94* 



1^4 



9 Rogimtiits, light h6T&i 

Paulogratz - • ■ - • i>o83 

Marinpolik. 9 

Alexandriiik« ' ' ' " 9>747 

OliTinpolflc. 

Kherfon. 

ConftantinOgratz* 

Taxniginik* 

Fultava* 

liiamik^ ' 

Totalcatalxy - - iMJi 

INFANTRY. 

II ltegiment8« 

Ekaterinodaf - - ^ " ' 4>J^ 

Tauritza " " " I 4 

Phanagorifk - - 5^ grenadiers. — *— 

Kiof - - - > '^''^J* 

Orlof a>094 

Kofiof, 7 

Vialikoy. ■'■■ '■ ■■ 

Kurlk. 14965S 



Tambof. — — 

Taurichctz. Total infantry - - 3I1410 

Troitzk. ' ■ 

Total 4th divifioA - ^ A^fi^l 



CORPS cantoned from \Afirac&n to Tiflis^ making part 
of the 4th dlvifion^ commstnded by 

1 Lieutenant Generali 

c Major Gen^ralit 

2 Regi9ieni8» 



400 A. P. P E K D I X> 

Number of men, 
2 Scjg^mfntty .dragoons. officers included^ 

Aftracan. n si - • 1,872 
Taganrock ... 1,872 



j,744 

9 RegimeutSy lAfkntiy. , 

Aftracan, grenadiers . • - 4,188 

KunLtfk . -t * ^ - - 2,094 

Kabardinia. 8 

Mofcow, ■ ■ ■ ■ 16,752 

^elenginikoy. 
Nizof. 

Nifhnei-novogorod. ' ■ .i ijr 

Butuir&oy. Total * 24,684 

Voronetz* - - - 



5th Divifipn.— NOVOGOROOr 

1 General in Chief. 

. 1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. 
1 Regiment, cuiralliers. - 

Great Duke's . - * y^^ 

I Regiment carabiners. 

Kargopolfic - .- - 942 



1^4 



4 Regiments, infantry. 

Novogorod - - - . 2>094 

Siburg. ' 4 

Schluflelburgh. >■ ■ ' B,^"^ 

Tobolfk. — :— 

Total 5th divifion - - iQ,o6o 



6th Divifion.— VLOl^IMIR and VORONETZ. 

1 General in Chief. 
I Lieutenant General. 
4 Major Generals. 

2 Regiments,. 



A ? f B N I> I Xi. 4ai 







Number of men. 


f Regiments, carabiniers. 




officers included* 


Jugermanland 


- 


942 


Narva - 'y . - 

1 


• 


94Z 


£ Regiments, dragoon s« 




( 


Nifbnie-novogorod . 


- 


- 1.87a 


Volodimir - - « 


m 


1,872 


A Regiments, infantry. 


y 




Shirvan-' - - - 


2,094 




Roftof, 


4 




A^nekernnflrov-: mm 




8,376 


^ ^ &V/VX%hWj ^lUIVV/V t ^^w 




Azof« 






Total 6th divifion 


1 


14^4 



7th Divifion.-^SMOLENSKO. 

I General in Chief. 
I Lieutenant General. 
3 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, life curiafliiers - - . ^ jaz 

2 Regiments, carabiners. 

Jamburgh -* 7 

■ Riga - , . I 94* = '.834 

^ Regiments, infantry. 

Siberia, grenadiers « - 4} 188 
Smoleniko -r - 2,094 
. Uglitz. 3 
Ingermanland — ' 6,282 



••— *■ 



Total 7th divifion m «- 13,096 



«th Divifion.-.TAMBAF. 

I General in Chief. 
I'Lieutenent General, 
^ Major Generals. 
Vol. hi. I> D 1 Regiment, 



40t 
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Number 


of m^n 


I Regiment, light horfe. 


• 


officers included. 




Elizabethgratz 


r 


1,083 




4 Regiments, 


infantry. 


^ • 






* 


Troitzk 


- 


2,094 


^ 

\ 




Lodago. 




4 




t 


VolofHmir 


. 


ft -r-fi 






Vfaromflc. 




0,37" 


« 


/ 


A« Af%A X^AAAlmmm 


Total- 


RUSSIA. 


9»4?9 


9th Divifion* — 


WHITE 






I General in 


Chief. 








1 Lieutenant General. 






- 


I Major General. 






3 Regiments, 


dragoons. 
Smolenfko 


; } 


^ 


« 




Kinburn - 


1,872 =i 


3>744 


4 Regiments, 


infantry. 










Dnuperoplkoy ■ 










Polptikoy 




^^ ^ 




Tithe rnJgofF - 
Vologolikoy: 


2,094 — 

Total - - 


8,376 
12,120 




10th Divifion. 


-ORENBURG, 






I Lieutenant General. 


' 






2 Major Generals. 


^ 




3 Regiments, light horfe. 




1 




^ 


V<yonetz 


- 7 


\ 


- 


. 


Pfiumflc ' - 


- ( 


1,083 t= 


3>249 




Ukraine 


- ) 






2 Battalions, 


infantry. 
Orenburg 


.} 


^ 






Tfchemogratz 


1,046 -^ 


2,og2 



Total 



5'34« 



CORPS 



A P P E E D I X. 



403 



CX)RPS of SIBERIA. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. Number of men, 

1 Regiment dragoons. ofilcers included, 

Siberia - - - , - - * l>S'jz 

2 Battalions, infantry., 

Ekaterinenburg 

Semiupolfk - . r '.040 = 2,052 



:} 



1,046 = 



Total 



•ff 



LIGHT TROOPS. " 

1 2 Regiments, regular CofTacs, of 942 men 

irregular ditto, divided into regiments 
of 5Q0 each from the, Don and the 
Yaic or Ural (fince Pugatchef 's retcolt) 
called Uralian Coffacks— Number not 
to be afcertained. » 

Kalmucks — The lame. 
2 Battalions, gi^enadiers. 

-Kharcofs • " 



-€ Battalions, Fufileers. 
Mofcow 
KharkofF , 
24 Battalions, ChafTeurs. 

Tauritchitz - 

Caucafus 

Livonia 

Bog 

Belorufkjr 

Finland ■ 






1,047 



1,0^6 



4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4J 



3>9^4 



1 1,304 



^,094 



8,2oS 



>► 990 = 23,76a 



; 



4S'3'^6 



^ECAFI- 
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ftECAPlTUI^TIOX. 



Cavalry. In^tiy. ArtiUciyi 



tftlXviiion - - ' 


a,8i4 


■ 


29,316 


J • - - 


16,660 


— 


14*658 


3 - 


2,626 

• 


— 


18,846 


4 - - - 


11.43' 


— 


3MIO 


lient. GquPbtemkin^s corps 


3>744 


— 


20,940 


5 . . . 


1,684 


— 


8,376 


6 . . • 


5.628 


— 


8,376 


7 - - • 


2,626 


^ 


10470 


« - ' - 


, i/)83 


— 


8,376 


9 - - - 


3*744 


— 


12,12a 


lo . - - 


3,249 


— 


2,092 


Corps oi ^bena - 


1,872 


— 


2,092 


Light troops^ regular 


"1034 


— 


34.062 


Irregular 


— 


— 


• — 


Artillery 


— 




34»ooo 

• 




68,465 


235.IJ4 



To this may be added, 98 garrifon battalions of different efta^ 
bliibments, conlillijig of recr«|ts and invalid s» mixed, whicli do the 
' duty of tb^ places, no field regiment, excepting four for the garri- 
fon of Peteriburgh, and two for that of Riga, being employed in 
that line. The Artillery has eleven garrifon battalions for the isone 
purpofe. 
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Luke Hanfard, Prrnfr, 
9rutTuraftlIey'LiricolD's-Ina f\%Uu 
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